


U LXXI-No. 3. 



Assembly Proceedings 

Official Report 

Bengal Legislative Assembly 

Second Session, 1946 

The 12th, 13th, 14th, 16th, 47th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 
21st, 23rd, 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th 
September, 1946 



COVCRMMENT OF BiMCAL. 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

Hi# Excellency Sir Fbei.ehick John Bcbbows, g.c.i.e. 
MEMBERS OF THE COI NCII. OF MINISTERS. 

Department. 

(2) ^i^e^^Ttli^pJIi^ olHenK,! Loe 

Self-Government. . 

(3> Th ;i’ftW : wSffi £S" ami HTbirtS 

Land and Land Revenue. 

<« — - ll " - 

if>) “TonhoVparUm 

of Works and Buildings. 

(6) The Hon-hlo Mr. Anno. GofkaN, Minister in charge of the Depa 
ment of Civil Supplies. 

<7) 

and of the Department of Irrigation and Watenvays. 

„ >u i ^HAMsrDDiN Ahmkii, Minister in charge of 


BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

PAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLAT1 
ASSEMBLY. 

SntAKKB. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NtBix Amin- 

Deputy Speaker. 

TAFAtnui' Ali, Esq., Advocate. 

Secretary. 

[. A u Ami., Em., Bawusteb-at-Law. 

First Asbistakt Secretary# 

rt HcE«auup> Esq., m.sc., *.u :y 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

Official Report of tto Socontf IomIo«i. 

Volume LXXI — No. 3. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thk Asskmhly met in the Assembly limine, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
( th September, 194(1, at 4-30 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr, Nrnci. Amin) in the ('hair, 8 Hon 'Me 
inisters and 223 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Functions and finances cf the Asansol Mine’s Board of Health. 

*20. Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
large of the Department of Health and Ixxal Self-Government be pleased 
state tin* amount of money collected, year by year, sine© 1942, for finauo- 
g the Asansol Mine's Hoard of Health — 

(i) from the cess levied on the coal mine-owners; and 
(ti) from the cess levied on the Royalty receivers? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

D) what are the functions of the Asansol Mine’s Boa’d of Health; 

(it) whether there is any provision in the Act creating the Asansol 
Mine s Board of Health for the appointment of a representative 
' of the miners in the said Board ; 

(Hi) whether there is anv such representative in the present Board; if 
not, why not; and 

(it*) what is the j*ercentage of official and nominated members a# com- 
pared with non-official members in the said Board? 

Mr. B. A. SALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed All): (a) 



Amount of cess 

Amount of cess 

Years. 

levied on the 

levied on the 


coal mine-owners. 

Royalty receivers. 


Its. 

Its. 

1941-42 

99,436 

16,600 

1942-43 

1,01,007 

14,926 

1943-44 

1,40,731 

20,963 

1944-43 

1,62,663 

26,068 

1946-46 

1,77,647 

30,809 


W (*) The function of the Asansol Mine’s Board of Health is to mrovide 
r the better control and sanitation of the mining settlements w$X fsjtf 
jisdiction. In particular the Board has to provide for the : 
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filtered, boiled or other water, lor sanitation and conservancy, for housing 
of residents and has to exercise, consistent with the objects of the Bengal 
Mining Settlements Act, 1912, such other functions as are calculated to 

S revent the outbreak or spread of dangerous epidemic disease as the Local 
Government may by general or special order direct. 

(ii) No. 

(in) No; because there is no provision for the purpose in the Bengal 
Mining Settlements Act, 1912, or in the rules thereunder. 

(tv) 33 j per cent. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the ITon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what steps have actually been taken by the Asansol Mines’ Board 
of Health for providing filtered, boiled or other water for sanitation and 
conservancy and for the housing of residents in this Mining Settlement? 

Mr. §• A* 8ALIM; All possible steps have been taken by the Asansol 
Mines’ Board of Health regarding these matters, namely, sanitation, con- 
servancy, etc. 

Mfa DEBENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state since when is this Board functioning? 

Mr. B. Aa 8ALIM: Since the passing of the Act in 1912. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it was formed then or subsequently? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM * Subsequently. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: In which year? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please put your question in proper form. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when was this Board formed, and after its formation what amount 
of money has been spent for the betterment of the housing accommodation 
ot the people coming within this Mining Settlement? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: ] want notice. 


YiMd of poddy por aero in oerUin subdivisions of dalpaiguri district. 

Mr « KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what is the actual average yield of paddv per acre in the Sadar and 

Alipur subdivisions respectively of Jalpaiguri district; 

(b) what is tho average yield of paddy per acre in the Western Duars 

(Alipur Duar subdivision and about half of Sadar subdivision) as 
calculated in the Mukherjee Settlement Report, 1932-34; and 

(c) what is the yield per acre fixed by the — 

(*) Agricultural Income-tax Department for Jalpaiguri district for 
assessment purpose, 

(ii) on what data this has been calculated or fixed, and 

(Hi) at what rate, agricultural income-tax is being realised from the 
agriculturists of Jalpaiguri district? 

. Tilt HmM Mf. MOHAMMED ALI* (a) The average yield per acre for 
''wMtfi paddy is 21 ma n n ds for the district of J alpaigun as a whole during 
:4 m year 1360 B.8. No separate figures of such yield for the Sadar or the 
-Alipur subdivision are readily available. 
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(b) Average yield per acre of aman paddy — 


Area. 

Dahla 


Sahari 



, —A 

— * 

t — — «** — 



Md. 

Sr. 

Md. 

Sr. 

(i) Ambari Falakata 

•>*) 

• . . 

30 



(tt) Mainaguri Tahsil 

... 24 

24 

17 

12 

(Hi) Falakata Tahsil 

... 21 

18 

14 

16 

(ir) Alipur Duar Tahsil 

... 21) 

15 

13 

22 

(r) Bhalka Tahsil 

... 19 

32 

11 

32 


(c) (i) 21 maunds of aman paddy. 

(u) On the basis of the normal yield adopted in the Report of the Land 
Revenue Commission and subject to the final forecast of the Director of 
Agriculture for 1943-44. 

(iii) As specified in the schedule to the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax 
Act, 11M4 (vide section 3 of the Act). 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state the minimum yield in the nreas mentioned in answer 

Of) 0) {in (m) (ir) (r)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am afraid 1 cannot give you the 
minimum or the maximum figures offhand. These are the average figures 
of the whole year. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether in view* of the fact that the agricultural income-tax is 
expected to be assessed on the actual income of the agriculturists, does he 
think it desirable to issue directions to the Agricultural Income Tax Officers 
not to depend on the average yield, but to nnd out the actual yield in the 
areas where assessment is made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. Not only do 1 consider 
it desirable, but I may state for your information that a circular to that 
effect has already been issued by the Commissioner of Agricultural Income- 
Tax, to all Agricultural Income-Tax Officers saying that they should not 
depend on the average yield as reported by the Agricultural authorities as 
basis, or as found in the statistical report, but to go on the basis of the 
actual yield. I think this circular was issued on the 27th June this year. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if this circular will have a retrospective effect in regard to 
the income-tax already assessed for the Bengali year 1350? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid I cannot reply off- 
hand, as the implication of the circular, whether it will have a retrospective 
effect or not, is a matter of opinion, but I can say that the circular was 
issued on the 27th June this year, and all assessment pending on that date 
will be governed by that circular. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the decision of Government to direct the Agricultural 
Income-Tax Officers to assess on the actual yield, will also be for the benefit 
of all the assessees who have already been assessed before that circular was 
issued ? 

4 Mr. SPEAKER: That question bus already been answered. 

Mr. MISHITHA NATH KUNDU: No, Sir. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Tour previous question was whether the circular will 
have a retrospective effect and whether it will be to the benefit of all the 
assessees for the year 1350. That question has been answered. You cannot 
put the same question over again. 

Ml*. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: This is a separate question. I have 
asked the 11011’ ble Minister this time to consider whether, in view of the 
decision taken by Government, namely, that actual yield will be the basis 
of assessment, they are going to extend the benefit of this decision to those 
assessees who have already been assessed before this circular was issued. 

Mr, SPEAKER: The question has now been modified. It mav be 
answered. 

The HOft’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid, I cannot reply off- 
hand, because its implication has an effect on the revenue which Government 
have already collected. So, I am sorry, 1 cannot give an offhand reply. 

Allotment of spindles to existing mills for their expansion. 

*22. Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: (cc) Will the Rouble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries lie pleased to 
jtate what is the quantity of new spindleage allocated by the Government of 
India to Bengal? 

(5) If the quantity is not adequate for the needs of Bengal, will the 
tlon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action Government, have taken to 
lecure the necessary quota of spindleage for Bengal ? 

(c) Will the lion ’hie Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) Government’s estimate of the requirement of doth tor Bengal bating 
the basis of calculation ; 

(n) bow many new textile mills ba\e the Go\ eminent recommended for 
establishment in Bengal ; 

(iff) wdiat are the names of these new mills and what quantity of spindle- 
age has been allotted to eaeh of them; 

(iv) which are the existing textile mills to which new spindleage has 
been allotted; 

(r) what is the quantity allotted to each of them; 

(W) what is the basis of this allotment ; and 

(rii) whether licenses for the importation of textile machinery have Wen 
issued to those new mills which Government have recommended 
for allotment of new spindleage; it not, why not? 

MINISTER in oharg* of tho DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE, LABOUR 
and INDUSTRIES (tho Hon'blo Mr. 8hamsuddin Ahmed): (a) 325,000 
apindles : both for the expansion of the existing exit ton mills and the 
establishment of new mills. 

(/>) The matter has already Wen taken up with the Central Government 
through ordinary channel of eorresjxmdenee and by personal contac t with the 
officers of that Government. 

( c ) ( 1 ) 1,235 million yards annually for the Bengal (including Assam) 
Deficit Zone as calculated by the Post-War Planning Committee (Textiles) 
set up bv the Central Government on the basis of per capita requirement of 
16*6 yards. Separate figures for Bengal are not available. 

(it) to (r) A statement is placed on the Library Table. 

(vi) Recommendation was made with due regard to the immediate 
requirements of the eligible parties, allowing srojx* for future expansion on 
the return of normal times when the price-level of machinery expected to ia 
come down, preference being given to existing mills to reach economic units. 

(vii) Licenses are Wing issued bv tlie Central Government. 
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Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister l>e pleased to state how many of these spindles have been given to 
the Hindus and how many to the Muslims— both Bengali and non-Bengali ? 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE* The statement. Sir, is said to have been 

E laced on the Library table. I have searched for it and it is not on the 
ibrary table. 

Mr. SPEAKER. It must be there. However, I will make an enquiry 
and let you know. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Is it then held 
over, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, you may put your question. But may I know in 
the meantime whether any member has seen such a statement on the Library 
table ? 

Mr. JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: Sir, l was in the Library . and I <sould 
not find any. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case tlie question is held over. 

Lawyer-Magistrate. 

*23. Mr. FAZLUL QADIR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home DejNirtinent l>e pleased to state — 

(0 whether the attention of the Government has been drawn to puge 91 , 
paragraph 314 of the Rowland Committee’s Heport on the workings 
of the l>awyer-Magistiates; 

00 whether it is a fact that laiwyer-Magistrates aie employed exclusively 
for the tiial of criminal cases; and 

(***) whether the attention of the Government. Iihs been drawn to the 
editorial comments of the Calcutta Weekly Note* appearing iu 
its issue dated the 10th June, 194(1, regarding the Lawyer- 
Magistrates? 

(h) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what is the position and prospect in service of the I^awyer- 
Magistrates recruited so far? 

ic) Does the Government intend to give effect to the provisions relating 
to promotion of Lawyer-Magistrates as indicated by the Howland Committee 
in its recommendations in paiagiaph 315 apjiearing at page 9*2 of the 
Report? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): 

(a) Yes. 99 

(b) and (c) The matter is under consideration. 

Improvement of bustee areas in Calcutta and its suburbs. 

*24. Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department lie pleased to 
state whether it is a fact — 

ii) that the present condition of bufteet in Calcutta and its suburbs is 
horrible ; 

(ii) that the hu*tee$ are overcongestcd ; 

(in) that the roads therein are very narrow, insufficient in number and 
very badly built; 

(tv) that the lighting arrangement is quite inadequate; 
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(v) that, compared to the population, the number of latrines is very 

few and even those that are there are not properly cleansed ; and 

(vi) that the poor people in the bustees even do not get sufficient water to 

drink P 

(b) If the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps he proposes to take in the near future with a 
view to improve their condition ana make them fit for human beings to dwell? 

(c) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister been drawn to a speech 
delivered by Mr. I. Khan, Engineer, Calcutta Improvement Trust, on July 
11, 1940, at the Baker Laboratory, Presidency College, in which he referred 
to the scheme of the Calcutta Improvement Trust for a long-term solution 
of the bustee problem? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) what is this scheme ; 

(ii) when actual work as per scheme is likely to be started; and 

(Hi) when it is likely to be finished? 

The Hon’ble ML MOHAMMED ALI: («)(?) I think every member of 
this House is well aware of the conditions under which people live in bustees 
and in most cases the condition of the bustees is bad. 

(ii) Generally the density of population is very high. 

(Hi) In some cases means of access into a bustee is bad and in some cases 
non-existent. 

(tv) In most cases the lighting arrangement is inadequate. 

t (v) In some cases there are insufficient latrines and in some cases the 
existing latrines are dirty and require repair. 

(vi) In some cases there is an inadequate water supply. 

(b) Steps are being taken under the Bengal Slum Improvement Act, 194(5, 
to improve the worst bustees in the city. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) (i) The Calcutta Improvement Trust were requested bv His Excellency 
Mr. Casey to submit long-term proposals for the elimination of the bustees 
from Calcutta and the plans submitted by the Trust generally consisted of 
the making of satellite towns in the vicinity of the city for rehousing persons 
displaced by busters which will he demolished. 

(ii) Government are considering this and other schemes and may be in a 
position shortly to give a definite answer. 

(in) It is not possible to make a forecast at this stage. The magnitude 
of the task can be gauged by the fact that nearly 10 lakhs people live in 
bustees in this city. 

Mr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the Calcutta Improvement Trust submitted its proposals 
for the elimination of the bustees from Calcutta to His Excellency 
Mr. Casey ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I am afraid I do not know 

and I do not know as well whether it was ever submitted or not. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Pending any 
decision on the bustee improvement scheme, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps the Government are taking for the immediate 
improvement of the condition of the bustees? 

Tho Hon’blt Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We are taking immediate steps 
and I outlined our policy in this regard some time ago. It is this. We 
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have allotted under our Post-War Deconstruction Scheme a sum of Bs. 15 
lakhs for the improvement of the condition of the people living in bustees; 
not only for the improvement of existing bustees but also for buildings, 
tenements and flats for the purpose of bustee dwellers. We have token up 
the matter in right earnest and we have proposals for acquiring certain lands 
so that some time towards the end of this year or beginning of next year we 
may take up the building scheme. For the 'present we snail take up two 
schemes and we shall have these two schemes working simultaneously. 
Members are also aware that we propose setting up o Mousing Board. As 
noon as it is constituted, all matters relating to the housing of bustee 
dwellers and housing of middle class families will be made over to the 
Housing Board. It will be a non-official lody. It will have representatives 
of experts and it will hove Government officials. As soon as that Board is 
constituted, the matter will be made over to it. But in order not to allow 

E to grow over our feet, we are not waiting for the constitution of the 
. We have taken up the matter in hand and before the financial year 
closes, our scheme will he ready for operation. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
nothing can he done unless the Calcutta Municipal Act, especially those 
portions which deal with the improvement of bustees, is amended? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : So far as the Bengal Slum 
Improvement Act is concerned I know' that the Act is defective and there is 
a lacuna in the Act. Under the provisions of that Act we can ask the 
owners of bustees to make improvement in bustees, hut there is no provision 
in the Act to ensure that the benefits of such improvement will go to the 
dwellers of bustees. If the bustees are improved, it is quite open to the 
owners to dehouso or evict the present tenants and give the benefit of the 
improvement to others. We are thinking whether it would he advisable to 
amend or revise the existing Bengal Slum Improvement Act or to have a 
different legislation in order to set up a Mousing Board. It is under the 
examination of Government. It may he that instead of an amending Act we 
shall come up with a proposal for housing legislation which may he of a 
comprehensive nature. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state ■whether he is aware thut during the Calcutta 
riots the bustee people suffered most and that in many cases the entire 
bustees were burnt down? What steps are being taken to house the refugee 
bustee people? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am aware of the condition of 
the bustee people described by the honourable member. The matter has also 
been taken up. There are certain places which were completely gutted and 
they are now vacant plots of land. We have proposals to acquire some of 
them so that we can build on them. We have proposals to put up tem- 
porary structures on the vacant lands so that we can house people who have 
become homeless. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware that the landlords took the 
advantage of the recent riots to oust the bustee people by a wholesale murder 
of those people? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Does the Mon’ble Minister consider the 
estimate of Its. 15 lakhs as quite meagre and inadequate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I admit that a sum of Be. 15 
lakhs is inadequate for this purpose but this is given only as an initial 
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measure. We have provided fifteen lakhs for this year and we hope to 
provide something more and a still more substantial amount in the next 
year's budget. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the estimate of cost of the long-term proposals submitted by 
the Calcutta Improvement Trust? 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: There are lots of proposals which 
have been submitted. Some of them relate to the improvement of existing 
bustees. There is a scheme for the improvement of the Singhibagan bustees 
oosting ten lakhs of rupees. The Trust has asked for a subsidy and we have 
sanctioned six lakhs, or, to he more precise, Rs. 5,90,000 to the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust for the improvement of that bustee. They have submit- 
ted from time to time several schemes and one of the schemes is a satellite 
town near the city that runs into crores. I do not know to which particular 
scheme the honourable member has referred. 

Mr. ANANDILAL PODDAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the 
fact that His Excellency Mr. R. G. Casey, the then Governor of Bengal, 
gave an assurance to the people of Calcutta that even thing was going to be 
set right within six months, and if that was not done, they would have the 
right to enquire from the Government as to what had been done? Will t he 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to say as to what has happened to that 
assurance? 

The Hon'ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know whether His 
Excellency Mr. Casey gave any such assurance, viz., that things will be put 
right within a period of six months, hut I may tell the honourable member 
that after Mr. Casey’s attention was drawn to the horrible condition of tin* 
bustees, he did take particular interest in the matter and as a result of that, 
we have the Bengal Slum Improvement Act which was passed, I think, 
during the section 9‘d regime. A Bill was prepared in advance when the last 
Ministry was in office, but it could not he put through the legislature. So, 
the Governor under special powers enacted this legislation and Mr. Casey 
left certain notes and efforts are being made to implement the assurance 
which was given by Mr. Casey. 

Mr. ANANDILAL PODDAR: Has un\ other improvement been made 
with the exception of the Slum Clearance Bill according to the assurance 
of the then Governor? 

Thi Hon’bli Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: What other assurance does the 
honourable member refer to? 

Mr. ANANDILAL PODDAR: Has any other effort been made to 
improve the bustees with the exception that vou have prepared a Bill? 

Thi Hon’bli Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know whether the 
honourable member was paying any attention to what I said earlier. I have 
outlined our policy and outlined some of our schemes which we have taken 
up and these will certainly go towards the improvement *of the condition of 
the bustees. 

Mr. ANANDILAL PODDAR: What I wanted particularly to know' from 
the Hon’ble Minister is whether with the exception of publishing a Bill, the 
bustees have at all been actually improved, though after looking at the 
bustees the Governor of Bengal w as horrified. I want to know whether the 
horrification still exists or what actual improvements have been made in the 
bustees. That is what I would like to know. 

Thi Hon’bli Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I may tell the honourable member 
at the outset that I am not very much concerned with whether the previous 
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Governor gave an assurance or not. We ourselves feel that there is neces- 
sity for the improvement of bus tees and we have taken the matter up in 
right earnest. We have got our scheme. We not only want to take it up 
ourselves but we propose to constitute a Board which will take up the 
responsibility for improving the existing bustees and for provision of better 
facilities for housing of the poor and middle class families. 

Mr. DEM PR08AD KHAITAN: Have Government been pleased to 
publish the report of the Calcutta Improvement Trust? If they have not 
yet done it, are they considering the desirability of publishing this scheme 
to enable the public to express their opinion about the efficiency or other 
merits and demerits of the scheme prepared bv the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Khuitan is a big capitalist 
and industrialist. He knows that it is not jK»ssible to give details or other 
particulars of the schemes which are under examination by Government. It 
will appear too obvious why 1 cannot divulge our scheme or state parti- 
culars. We propose to start our building operations. We do not want 
speculation in land prices or value of land in certain areas to go up. These 
reasons will he apparent to Mr. Khaitan and we cannot publish them in 
advance. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: We did not expect that the Hon’ble 
Minister would suddenly rush into speculation. What I want to know is 
whether a general idea of the scheme of the Calcutta Improvement Trust 
has been published or not, otherwise how is it possible for the public to 
express an opinion as to what should t>e done and wluit should not he done. 
It is not a question of speculation in hind or land values. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I th ink that question has already been answered 
because the Hon’hle Minister has said that « Board is going to he set up ami 
the Board will consider these matters and it the Board think of publishing 
the scheme, I think they will do that. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: What you have been pleased to state 
has not been stated bv the Ilon’ble Minister that the Housing Board will 
have these matters uucler consideration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I said that all matters will <xmie 
up before the Housing Board. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CH08E: With reference to answer (</)(<*<), will 
the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether the “other schemes” that 
he refers therein have been prepared by the department concerned only or 
in consultation with experts called in from outside? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Other experts have not yet been 
called in. We have received help from the Calcutta Improvement Trust and 
also from the Calcutta Corporation and we have not yet called in any 
experts. We may perhaps invite experts from outside the province or out- 
side this country, if necessary. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: In view of the answer given, will the 
Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state if he will consider the desirability of 
consulting the legislature before putting this scheme into actual operation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALIf No, Sir. We cannot place all 
our 'administrative proposals before the Legislature. The Legislature is not 
an administrative body. The Ministry enjoys the confidence of the legis- 
lature. At least as long as it is in office, it enjoys the confidence of the 
Legislature. Therefore any action of the Ministry is to \>e assumed to have 
the approval of the House. In matters of administrative details, we cannot 
come up to the Legislature for approval and that will he apparent to the 
honourable member. 
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The Bengal Fire Service at Feni. 


[12th Sept*, 


*25. Maulvi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOUDHURY: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware — 
(i) that Feni was the most heavily bombed town in Bengal, and the 
personnel of Feni Fire Service served the Government for more 
than three years during emergencies of utmost gravity fighting fire 
at times of severe bombing and occasional accidents; 

(tt) that Feni Fire Service is now going to be disbanded though Fire 
Services of Noakhali, Brahmanbaria, Akhaura and other places 
are going to be retained; and 

(in) that Feni is a junction station, there is a college at Feni, and it has 
greater strategic importance than many towns w r ith fire stations? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, does the Hon’ble Minister 
propose to reconsider the order of disbandment of Feni Fire Service and make 
Feni fire station a ]>ermanent one? 

(c) If it is not possible to make the Feni fire station a permanent one is 
the Hon’ hie Minister considering the desirability of absorbing the Feni Fire 
Service personnel in some other fire station? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali): 

( a)(i ) Yes; in proportion to its size. The good services of Feni Fire 
Brigade are fully reoognised by Government. 

( ii ) Yes, but no fire station is l>eing retained at Akhaura. 

(Hi) Feni is a railway junction and there is a college there. Its strategic 
importance is a matter of opinion. 

(b) Feni not being a municipality is not included in the scheme for a 
permanent, Provincial Fire Service. 

(r) Orders to this effect, have already been issued. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOUDHURY: Will the 

Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many of the Feni Fire Brigade 
personnel have been absorbed in other fire-serving stations P 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM : I want notice. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOUDHURY: Will the 

Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is any proposal to transfer 
any fire brigade station to Chaumohani? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: No such proposal is at present with the Government 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOUDHURY: Will the 

Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many fire brigade stations of the 
Chittagong Division are going to be retained ? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: I want notice. 

Re p resentation by employees of Covommont Ration 8tores for increase of 

Pty. 

•28. (Short Notice.) Mr. NI8HITHANATH KUNDU: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Civil Supplies be 
pleased to state whether*the coolies, the darwans and the clerks of the 
Government Ration Stores have written to the Government demanding 
inter alia for increment in their pay and leave provisions? 

(b) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state — 

(i) what answer has been given to them ; and 
(it) if no answer has been given, the reasons thereof? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps the Govern- 
ment propose to take for averting- the serious consequences of the workers 
of the Government Ration Stores taking recourse to strike? 

Mr. E8KANDER ALI KHAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Abdul 
Cofran): (a) Yes. A letter, dated 22nd June, 194(1, addressed to the 
Controller of Rationing by the Secretary , Government Stores Workers' 
Union, was received on the 24th June, 1940. 

(b) (t) No reply was given. 

(it) Ihe reason for not replying to the letter was that the union has not 
been* recognised by the Government yet. The letter was not, however, 
ignored. 

(c) On eureful consideration Government have sanctioned an increase of 
Rs.4 in the monthly pay of coolies and IN. 2 in the monthly pay of darwans 
of Government Stores. 

There are no clerks attached to Government Stores; there are managers 
and salesmen of two grades. The question ot the improvement of their pay 
and prospects is under the examination of the Directorate of Rationing. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that during the riots many ration stores have been 
looted and the darwans did not function effectively? 

Mr. E8KANDAR ALI KHAN: Yes, I am aware of the fact that some 
of the darwans were actually murdered and they are being replaced by fresh 
appointments. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: In view of the answer just given, 
will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state if he will consider the 
desirability of getting really strong men and loyal men who stand by their 
posts in times of danger by giving them sufficient pay? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Is the question of the honourable 
member relevant? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Sin ha does not press it. 

Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state if Government have also considered the question of leave 
provisions, as demanded by ihe workers? 

Mr. E8KANDAR ALI KHAN: That question is receiving the con- 
sideration of Government. 


Regarding Subdivision^ Controller of Civil Supplies at Darjaaliitg. 

•27. Mr. D. 8* CURUNC: Will the Hon'ble Minister in change of the 
Department of Civil Supplies be pleased to state — 

(а) how long the present Subdi visional Controller of Civil Supplies has 

been at Darjeeling Sadar holding the post of Subdi visional Con- 
troller of Civil Supplies; 

(б) who was his predecessor; 

* (c) whether it is a fact that some months back he was transferred to 
some other district; 

(d) whether the transfer order was subsequently cancelled; 

(c) the reason for cancellation of the transfer order; and 
ij) whether the Hon'ble Minister is considering the desirability of his 
immediate transfer from the district? 
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Mr. ESKAMDER ALI KHAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Abdul 
Oefnu): (a) One year and four months. 

(6) There was no Subdivisions! Controller of Civil Supplies at Darjeeling 
before the present officer was appointed to that post. 

(c) Yes in 1945. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Becuuse the district to which he was posted was his home district. 

(/) Yes, it is receiving my attention. 

Recruitment ef Lawyer-Magistrates from different communities. 

*28. Mr. AULAD H088AIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Chief Minister’s (Establishment) Department be pleased to 
lay on the Table a statement showing the number of Lawyer-Magistrates 
appointed up to the *11 st May, lJMfi, showing separately the list of — 

(?) Hindus, 

(it) Muslims; and 
(Hi) Scheduled Caste incumbents ? 

(b) Will the Hon’bh* Minister be pleased to state whether the Communal 
Ratio Rules have been strictly adhered to in t lie mutter of recruitment of 
these Magistrates? 

(e) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state the reasons 
therefor? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state whether Government 

J wropoNe to absorb them in the jienimnent cadre as recommended by the 
lowlands Committee? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): 

(a) The number of Luwyer-Magist rates in service on the ‘list May, 194fi, 
was 102: made up as under — 

(?) Hindus — 47. 

(it) Muslims - -44. 

(iii) Scheduled Castes 11. 

(b) and (r) The Communal Ratio Pules have apmrently not been observed 
on the ground that the required number of Muslim and Scheduled Caste 
candidates were not available. Steps have been taken to rectify the deficiency 
and the Public Service Commission have been asked to select the requisite 
number of Muslim and Scheduled Caste candidates for the purpose. 

(d) The Rowlands Committee do not apjiear to have made any such 
recommendation. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HA8IBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that there was a circular from 
Government that Government admitted that the reply received from the 
Secretariat sometime ago to the effect that Muslim officers are not available 
is not true? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: No; I am not aware of that. 

Mr. AULAD H08BAIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the required jaumber of candidates appeared before the 
Public Service Commission ? What is the criterion for judging whether the 
candidates are qualified? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: The requisite number of candidates were not 
available. 

Mr. MIR2A ABDUL HAFIZ: Will tbe Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the number of candidates who appeared at the interview? 
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Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I want notice. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether requisite number of candidates from the Muslim community 
with requisite qualifications Appeared before the Public Service Commission? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I have nothin# to add. 

Alleged Government direction for consultation by District Offloiols with loot) 
Muslim League Secretaries. 

•29. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : Will the Hon’ble the Chief 

Minister in charge of the Chief Minister's (General Administration') Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(a) whether his attention has been drawn to the rejnirt which appeared 

in a section of the pres* some time ago to the effect that a directive 
had been issued to the Distnct and Subdi visional Officers to 
consult the local Muslim Leairuc Secretaries or other office-bearers 
of the Muslim League on ull important questions; 

(b) whether the information is correct; and 

(c) whether any circular or institutions written or verbal, confidential or 

open, emanated from un\ t|uarter muneeted with the Government 
to this or the similar effect? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 9. Suhrawardy): 

{a ) Yes. 

(b) and <>) No. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why in view of the seriousness of the allegations contained 
in those reports Government did not issue any press-note denying the correct- 
ness of the report at that time? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: No. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: Why? What are the reasons? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Government cannot take notice of any unfounded 
canards that are published in newspapers. 

Communal ratio in poets of Superintendents of Collaotoratm. 

•30. Mr. ABDUS 8ABUR KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Dejiartment of Land and Land Revenue be pleased to state — 

(i) how many Superintendents of different Collectorates are in office at 
the present moment; 

(it) how many of them are Muslim; and 

(Hi) whether the communal ratio has Wen maintained in these 
appointments? 

( b ) If the reply to ( a)(iti ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state — 

(t) what immediate step the Government propose to take to remove the 
disparity and to maintain the ratio; and 
(it) whether it is desirable to appoint Muslims only in all future 
vacancies till the ratio has been attained? 

Thu Hon’ble Mr. BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: (a) (i) Twenty- 
seven. 

(ft) Three. 

(tit) and (6) No. Communal Ratio Rules do not apply as these posts are 
filled by promotion from the upper division. 
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Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if any general principle or policy is enunciated in matters of promotion 
or it is a matter of whim of any particular officer? 

Tlw Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: It is the 

superior officers who select after carefully considering the competency of the 
officers concerned. 

Mr. ABDU8 SAB UR KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether it is the whim or biased consideration which has reduced the 
requisite number of Muslims, so that out of 27 districts there have been only 
three Muslim Superintendents of Collectorates ? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No bias can 
be attributed to any higher officer like that. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether in view of the strong disparity in the communal ratio as 
between 27 Hindus and 3 Muslims Government consider it desirable that 
some attempts should he made to fill up the posts by direct promotion just 
to make up the leeway that exists in the service? 

Tbi Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Government 
will consider the suggestion. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what in his opinion are the reasons of this dis- 
parity ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: It is a ques- 
tion of opinion, but I think these Communal Ratio Rules were promulgated 
only in 1939 and before that there were no Communal Ratio Rules and the 
number of Muslim officers were very few. Those who were promoted to the 
grade of Superintendent were verv senior officers. The number of Muslim 
officers being few, very few of them could omne up for promotion to the 
superior grade. 


Abolition of Burdwan Local Boards. 

•31. Mr. JADABENDRA NATH PANJA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the ])p|wirtniont of Local Self-Government lie pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the District Board of Burdwan recommended in a 
resolution, dated the 2Sth duly, 1915, that the Local Boards of Burdwan 
be abolished? 

(b) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
tie pleased to state — 

(t) whether the Government have given effect to the resolution ; and 

(it) if not, the reasons thereof? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM (on behalf of tba Hon'blc Mr. Mohammad Ali): 

(a) Yes. 

(b) (i) No. 

(t>) Consideration of the question of abolition of Local Boards of Burdwan 
has been postponed, as representations have been received that the interests 
of the Asansol subdivision will suffer if the Asansol Local Board is abolished. 

Mr. JADABENDRA NATH PANJA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is>ny reason why the local boards were not abolished 
in spite of the District Board’s resolution to the contrary? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: As a matter of fact the Chairman of the District 
Board recommended that the Asansol Local Board cannot be abolished as 
there ore special circumstances requiring the retention of the Asansol Local 
Board. 
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» Mr. JADABENDRA NATH PANJA: Will tbe Hon’ble Minister be 

deased to state how the Asausol subdivision will suffer if the Asansol Looal 
ioard is abolished ? 

Mr. t. A. SALIM: Asansol Looul Hoard should not 1 m» abolished because 
he Asansol subdivision contributes a major portion of the cess income of the 
)istrict Board. Asansol Local Board is a semi-independent body getting 
he whole of the rond cess of the subdivision and it* is charged with the 
oaintenance and upkeep of roads and institutions of the local Asansol areas, 
t is entrusted with the work of water-supply including sinking of wells and 
is maintenance within the subdivision. 


ncidenoe of malaria, tuberculosis, leprosy and smallpox kt Ataneoi Mining 

area. 


*32. Mr. DEBENDRA NATH 8EN : to) Will the IloiTble Minister in 
barge of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased 
o state — 

(t) whether any suivey has 1k*cii carried on, on lelialf of the Asansol 
Mines Hoard of Health, to ascertain the incidence of malaria, 
tuberculosis, leprosy and smallpox among the colliery population; 
and 

Ut) if so, what are the results of that survey? 

(b) Will the Ifon’ble Minister Ik* pleased to lay on the Table the compare- 
ive figures for the last five uuirs ending in H)45-4(> of the incidence of 
□ularia, tuberculosis, leprosy and smallpox among the colliery population 
nth mortality figures therefrom? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister 1*» pleas'd to state what steps the Govern- 
jent propose to take to comlmt the increasing prevalence of the above* 
aentioned diseases among the colliery' imputation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI. («)(/) Survey has l>een carried out 
n behalf of the Asansol Mines Hoard of Health to ascertain the incidence of 
lalaria, tuberculosis and leprosy. Hut the survey is not associated with 
mallpox. It is obligatory on the part of the Colliery authorities to notify 
ases of smallpox, when they occur. 


(«> 

1. — Malaria Survey m Collieries {1U44). 



Spleen' index. 

Per cent. 

Maximum 


.. 97 

Minimum 

Endemic Index. 

13*8 

Maximum 


... 88-8 

Minimum 

Gamktocytf, Rite. 

.. 320 

Maximum 


78-5 

Minimum 


.. 25 


. N ; B . — The maximum and tbe min i m um represent the extremes of eerie* 
ion in the collieries surveyed. 

2 ' 
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II . — Tuberculosis Surrey (Sample Surrey carried out in 1938). 


(i) Montaux Test — 

Positive. 

1 in 1,000 1 in 100 

per cent, per cent. 

Retired Miners 

64*7 72*9 

Miners 

39*6 76 

Underground workers 

40*0 

Surface workers 

35 3 

(ii) Clinical Examination — 

Positive. 

Per cent. 

Miners (883) . . 

.. 24-9 

Retired Miners (289) 

... 38*0 


1 1 1 . — Leprosy Surrey ( 1943 ) . 


Number of collieries surveyed ... 1*38 

Population examined ... 05,752 

Number of leprosy cases 526 

Infectious 86 

Non-iufectious ... 440 

Percentage of infection . . ... 0*79 

(b) A statement is laid on the Table. 


(c) Government propose to introduce a drive for vacci nation as an anti- 
smallpox measure and take such anti-malaria measures as may be necessary 
in consultation with the Asansol Mines Board of Health. With regard to 
tuberculosis and leprosy no special measures are called for in this area beyond 
what are being taken by the Mines Board of Health. 


Statement referred to in rti>ly tit clause (h) of starred question No. 32. 

Incidence of and mortality from malaria, tum-irci losis, lephosy and 
SMALLPOX AMONG THE COLLIERY POPULATION (1941-45). 


Tuberculosis. 


Smallpox. 



Year. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. Deaths. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

1941 


23,732 

104 

36 

10 

8 1 

42 

3 

1942 


. . 28,169 

97 

29 

8 

8 

116 

7 

1949 


37,468 

227 

58 

19 

3 1 

29 


1944 


49,562 

206 

43 

11 

3 

14 

1 

1946 


39,290 

96 

30 

17 

2 1 

262 

15 


Mr. DEBENORA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
•tate what portion of the money collected by the Asansol Mines Board of 
Health is spent actually for combating these diseases? 


Tht Htft’Mt Mr* MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid I have to ask for 
Mike. 1 have not got the budget estimate before me. 
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oompoumler-ounv-oierha of BaMfcara, Tlfli ami Mthadobfwr A. 0. 
Hospitals in Daooa Patriot. 

*33. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: (<ri Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
»f the Department of Health (Medical) In* pleased to state whether it is a 
act — 

(i ) that the com pound cr-cu m>clciks of Buldharu, Tilli ami Mahadebpur 
A. 0. Hospitals under Muuikgunj subdivision in Dacca distriot 
were appointed l>y Subdivisional Officer, Muuikganj, which were 
duly approved hv the (’ml Surgeon. Dana, on a monthly jwiy of 
Rs.35 plus usual dearness allowanee on March. 1944, on the 
strength of Government Order No. f>Hf>9A.R. 1\. dated the IHth 
November, HMH, and that they were getting the said pay of He. 35 
with the usual dearness allowame till April, lfMfi; and 

{it) that the Civil Surgeon of Dacca by his Memo. No. lA.G.Il.. 

dated the loth June, lfMfi, recommended t hut being unqualified 
compoumler-t </wi-cJerks the\ are entitled to a monthly pay of 
JU.1W with effect f ro 1 1 1 the date of their appointment, and that all 
the amount drawn in excess (which is ulnuit Us. 300) must lie 
refunded in one instalment on or Indore Hist March, HM7 ? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble Minister 
be pleased to considei the de>irahility of — 

(/) allowing them the original pay with their usual dearness allowanee; 
and 

(ii ) of cancelling the order of refund of the money drawn in excess l* 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM (on behalf of tho Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali)i 

{a) A representation from certain compounders making the allegations had 
been received by (io\ernmenf . 

(/>) The matter is under consideration of Government. 

Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: With reference to answer (h), will the 
Ifon'ble Minister be pleased to state how* long it will take to come to a 
decision ? 

Mr. S. A. SALIM: Go vermnent decision will be communicated very 
shortly. 

Condition of embankments on Mourakkhi and Hingla rivors in Birbhunt 

distriot 

•34. Mr. NI3HAPATI MAJHI: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Deportment of Irrigation be pleased to state — 

(t) os to the present state of repair or disrepair of the embankments 
on the Mourakkhi (Dwarka, C. B. > and Hingla rivers in the 
Birbhum district; 

(it) whether any villages have been affected by recurring floods so far; 
and 

(Hi) what steps, if any, have the Government taken or contemplate to 
take in regard to villages along these embankments if they have 
already been affected by floods? 

MINISTER in charge of the IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Abu! Fazal Muhammad Abdur Rahman): (i) These are private embank* 
mentd maintained by the interested persons, and the Department of Irrigation 
and Waterways have nothing to do with them. 

0*0 During very high floods villages near the embankments are affected. 

(ui) The construction of an embankment along the river Hingla 
between the villages JunMpur and Yararo will be taken up soon after Die 
rains. 
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Investigation has also ben taken up for fbe construction of a dam on 
the River Mor at Messanjore for flood control and other purposes. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Is the Hon hie Minister aware 
that due to recent floods in the rivers in the district of Birbhum, people 
Buffered enormously both in life and property? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

Yes, I am aware of it. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Activities of police officers of Betiaghata police-station, Khulna. 

S, Mr. RUP NARAYAN ROY: ia) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department l>e pleased to state if it is a fact that the police 
officers of Betiaghata police-station, district Khulna, are threatening the 
kisans with repiessive measures if the kisans would support the Knshak 
Samitis there? 

(b) If so, does he proj»ose to instruct the District Magistrate of Khulna 
to investigate into the matter and submit a report to the Minister in charge 
of the Home Department? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (a) No. 

(h) Does pot arise. 

Grievances of the All-Bengal Muslim Contractors 1 Association. 

9. Mr. ABU TAIYAB MAZHARUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Deportment of Buildings and Works be pleased 
to state whether the Government have received any memorandum of 
grievances from the All-Bengal Muslim Contractors’ Association? 

(6) If so, wall the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) what are the main grievances set forth therein; 

(it) on what date the memorandum at (a) was submitted; and 
(iti) what action Government have since taken to remedy the grievances? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of WORKS and BUILD- 
INGS (the Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal): (a) Yes. 

(b) (i) The memorandum asked for the following: — 

(1) Observance of communal parity in the enlistment of contractors. 

(2) Observance of communal jmrity in the distribution of wotk$ in 

resj>ect of value. 

(3) Abolition of earnest money. 

(4) Reduction of secnrity deposits. 

(it) 9th March, 1946. 

(tit) The officers have been directed to observe carefully the principle of 
communal parity in* the enlistment of contractors of all classes. The oases 
of Muslim contractors are being treated sympathetically for the purpose of 
enlistment. The same principle has been enjoined in the dismbution of 
works which are given out to contractors without calling for tenders. As 
regards earnest money and security deposits, the orders have been revised to 
reduce their amounts. Earnest money can also be deposited now in G.P. 
notes or Bank securities. 
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Mr. ABU TAIYAB MAZHARUL HAQUEs Will the Ha* ’bit Mini* ter 

pleased to state what is the amount of the earnest money now fixed f 

The Hon’ble Mr. dOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: The amount required 

be deposited has been fixed at 5 per cent, of the rough estimate of the 
project. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABiBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
unister be pleased to state the percentage of Muslim, caste Hindu and 
cheduled Caste contractors in this departments 

The Hon’ble Mr. dOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: No percentage wan 
led or has been fixed yet for the Scheduled ('aste contractors but a per* 
entnge, i.e. t 50 per cent, o! the total nmnbei, was fixed from Muslim 
Contractors. 

Mr. ABU TAIYAB MAZHARUL HAQUE: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to stote whether the direction that has been given to officers for 
the maintenance of (Himmunal ratio will hove any retrospective effect Y * 

The Hon’ble Mr. dOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Communal ratio ha* 
pot to he observed in the mattei of enlistment of cunt motors ami distribution 
of works, in the enlistment oi contractors no retrospective effect can be 
given. So far as distribution of work i> concerned there ulso no retrospective 
effect can he given because the communal ratio was fixed long ngo and 
subsequent fixation of the communal ratio should be observed. Therefore, 
no question of retrospective effect in giving contracts can arise. X 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if there is an\ machinery to ascertain whether the rules are observed 
by the officers concerned and it so, what is that machinery and how 
information come to them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. dOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Directions were given 
to the Superintending Engineers of all circles and in the matter of dis- 
tribution of works which are executed not on calling of tender basis com- 
munal ratio could be observed. In some circles, say the Eastern Circle so 
far as my information goes Muslims got their requisite (junta hut in Western 
and Central Circles Muslims have not got their quota./ It is very difficult 
to give any definite directions to the Superintending Engineers of all Circle* 
to observe this communal quota because in Eastern Circle the number of 
Muslim contractors is large and many of the works are executed by the 
Muslim contractors, but in the Western Bengal the number of Muslim 
contractors is very small and much of the works is executed by Hindu 
contractors hut wdiot Government is anxious to see is that on average 50 
per cent, of the total works is given to the Muslim contractors. * 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the llon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if he is aware t hi* t Muslim -oontractors from 
Eastern Bengal are agreeable to come to Western Bengal and work there f* 

The Hon’ble Mr. dOCENDRA NATH MANAAL: The number of such 
willing contractors is very small and I think there «re very few who ore 
prepared to come. If, however, anybody desires to undertake any work in 
Western Bengal, surely Government is prepared to enlist them in Western 
Circle a* well. ' 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the policy ami object behind the system of taking earnest 
and security money ? 

The Ho«fble Mr. dOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: in order to avoid 
tenders from unwilling or incompetent contractor* who are not jn tan»e»t 
to execute work. Only those contractor* who are earnest to execute tat r 
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work are allowed to submit tenders. Therefore, the main principle behind 
it is to stop those persons who are not really bopa fide contractors and who 
are not really in a position to execute works . ' 

Mr. NI9HITHA NATH KUNDU; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether by revision of the order for reduction of the earnest money 
and security deposit the policy will in any way be affected?^' 

The Hon’bl* Mr. dOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: I do not think so. 

It is a question of percentage only. Formerly the earnest money was fixed 
at 10 per cent., ana the security deposit at 15 per cent. Now the earnest 
money is fixed at 5 per cent, anirthe security deposit at 10 per cent. The 
principle is there and by the reduction of the percentage the principle will 
not be affected in any way. ^ 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
system of earnest money was introduced only recently ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. dOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: It was introduced in 
the year 1944. 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is Hupjx>rted by departmental rules that no contracts are 
given without calling for tenders? 

The Hon’ble Mr. dOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Of course, in 
emergent or urgent matters, the engineers are permitted to distribute works 
or execute works without calling for tenders. 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether tenders are not called in order to maintain the communal 
ratio? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. dOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: No it is not a fact, 
rather when a tender is not called much favouritism is shown to Hindu 
contractors, j 

No-oon fide nee motions. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 have given 
notice of a motion of no-con tide nee, and I beg leave of the House to move 
it. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: 1 gave another notice of a motion of no- 
©onfidenee and I also seek your permission to beg leave of the House to move 
it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There are two motions of no-confidence before the 
House. 1 shall deal with Mr. Datta’s motion first. It says that this 
Assembly expresses its want of confidence in the Council of Ministers. I 
shall now request those members who are in favour of it to please rise in 
their places. 

(Members in favour of the motion rose in their seats and their number 
was counted by Secretary and reported to Mr. Speaker.) 

As the requisite number of members is in favour of the motion, leave is 
granted. 

The next motion of Mr. Bimal Comar Uhose says that this Assembly 
expresses its want of T5onfi deuce in the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, the 
Chief Minister and Minister in charge of Law and Order. Those who are in 
favour of it will please rise in their seats. 

(Members in favour of the mot iou rose in their seats and their number 
was counted by Secretary and reported to Mr. Speaker.) 

The requisite number having been obtained, leave is granted in this com 

also. 
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THi Hon’ble Mr. H. 1 8UHRAWARDY: I am glad that the House ha« 

fiven this opportunity to the members of the House to discuss the cataclysm 
rhich overtook Calcutta and which we all deplore. I am glad, Sir, because 
his gives me an opportunity to place before this House as well as before 
he country the events which have taken place so that the House may be 
hie to judge for itself whether the remarks made in the papers against me 
jid the Ministry are justified or not. I am indeed glad, Sir, to be able to 
ix two days for the discussion of these motions subject to your approval 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think I shall fix the dates. 

The Hovt’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir, and so I say, 

subject to your approval. 

> Mr. SPEAKER: Is it not letter that the matter should be decided by 
agreement ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY ; The position is this that we 
had come to an agreement regarding the dates being 18th and 19th. If the 
honourable the Leader of the Opposition decides to adhere to those dates, I 
shall be most happy or if he desires that it he later, 1 shall suggest 19th. 
and 20th. These are my suggestions subject to your approval, and to what 
the honourable the Leader of the Opposition may wish to say. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: May 1 suggest 20th and 21st. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : The 21st happens to be a 

Saturday, and you all know that Saturdays are not good days — not from the 
point of view of auspiciousness or otherwise but for transacting business. 
That is the reason why I have suggested Thursday and Friday. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: 1 would appeal 1o the Hon’ble the Leader 
of the House and to the t’liiel Minister to agree to the 20th and 21st in spite 
of the fact that 21st is a Satuiduy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not know wlmt the 
leaders o! other parties have to say regarding this date because i am aware 
that there are some parties that may find Saturday an imxmvenient date. 
If they have no objection I have none. Hut, I think, taking all factors into 
consideration perhaps Thursday and Friday appear to me to be the most 
suitable. 

Mr. D. GLADDING: M\ party would prefer, if possible, if it. took 
place on Thursday and Friday. 

Mr. SPEAKER: T have heard the suggestions of leaders and I think 
that the best <xn»rse will be to make a compromise; the Hon’ble the Leader 
of the House lias suggested 18th and 19th, and the honourable the Leader 
of the Opposition has suggested 20th and 21st; I fix 19th and 20th for 
discussion of both the motions, the voting being taken on both on the 
second day. 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

8 — Provincial Excise. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, on the recommendation of 

His Excellency the Governor I move that a sum of Its. 36,83,000 be granted 
for expenditure under the head ”8 — Provincial Excise.” 

Sir, in reply to the debate that will ensue I shall announce Government 
policy and discuss generally the administration of the deportment. 
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Ilf, KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, with your permission I 
would like to state very briefly the attitude of op party with regard to the 
diecusskm on the budget. We have tabled motions of no-oonfidence on the 
Hon'ble the Chief Minister and the Council of Ministers. Until these 
motions are discussed and deckled we do not propose to move the cut motions 
which stand in the names of our members, nor shall we participate in the 
discussion. We shall oppose the total grants. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. Sir, I appreciate the stand- 
point taken by the honourable Leader of the Opposition. When we have 
such an important discussion as no-confidence motion against us, I think 
that any discussion on the various matters regarding the Budget will bo 
hardly practical, and we shall be more or less talking artificially. I think 
that it would also — of course I further appreciate it — cut our work short 
considerably and we shall be able to concentrate on the work of adminis- 
tration. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Am I to understand from the statement of the 
honourable Leader of the Opposition that all the motions standing in the 
name of the members of the Opposition should he treated as withdrawn. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Yes, Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: With regard to all the demands? 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: No; I said until the discussion and 
decision on the no-confidence motion are finished. 

The Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Are we to understand from the 
statement of the Leader of the Opposition that they are also not going to 
participate in the discussion or the debate on the main motion? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think he made it (dear that they will participate in 
the general discussion of the Budget demand hut not ou cut motions. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: We will not participate in the discussion. 
We will not move the cut motions and we will not participate in the dis- 
cussion hut we shall oppose the grant. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: If the Leader oi the Opposition 
would agree, can we not compress our programme for the voting on demands. 
It would l>e very easy. A lot of time of the House bus been saved because 
they are not going to participate in the delta te. So ve could utilise the 
time in other wa> s and curtail the time on demands and go through legis- 
lation. What 1 suggested was that as the Leader of the Opposition has 
stated the members of the Opposition are not going to participate in the 
debate, therefore we can allot a lesser number of days for the demands 
which have already been allotted for 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th and 17th. We 
could pass those demands within two or three days aud take up some 
impending and important legislation that has to he passed before the session 
is prorogued. If the Leader of the Opposition will agree to that, we can 
bring up legislation, 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: 1 am sorry I cannot agree. 

Mr* SPEAKER: Nobody wants to discuss this demand. 1 put the main 
demand to vote. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali that a sum of Bs. 36,85,000 
he fronted lot expenditure under the head “8 — Proviaeaal Excise” was then 
put and Ag ree d te. 
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Tlw Hm’M* Mf. ABVI. FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDURRAHMAN: 

ur, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I betr to move 
1 ? C o , oporoti^ a,, ^ 7 '^ 9,(>W ** pra “ tei1 ®*pw>diture under the head 

Mr. SPEAKER: Nobody wants to discuss: I put the demand to vote. 

Qmt T aMr. t «#‘ H f l o- ]u ilnl', 1 *'. Mr Ab "' F "** Muhammad Abdur Rahman 
Uat a sum of Rs. ,4!» 1)00 be priintc.l for expenditure under the head 
— lo-openit ion was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 


The FIoii.se whs then adjourned tit o-‘i7 p.m 
Ldth September, 194(1. at the Assembl> House 


till 2-dl) p.ui. on Friday, tho 
Calcutta. 
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Proceeding* of the Beagel Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
13th September, 1946, at 2-30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Nueul Amin) in the Chair, 5 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 202 members. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Further Supplementary to Starred Question No. 22 on the subject of 
Allotment of Spindles to existing Mills for their expansion. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: With reference to answer (h) on the 
presumption that there iH a deficit in Bengal will the ITon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the amount of the deficit Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: As regards deficit I want 
to explain the matter. In Bengal the allotment that was made for Bengal 
by the Government of India was very small. The fact is that the allocation 
of spindles was finished during 93 regime on the loth ot April. When we 
took over charge of the administration and when this department was made 
over to me, 1 found that the whole thing was a completed fact. I could not 
agree with that because Bengal was given only 323,000 spindles whereas we 
found that Bombay was overfed. In spite of the fact that Bombay had 
already 5,941,000 spindles, she was given again 144,000 spindles. Madras 
had already 1,440,000 spindles. Over and alvove that Madras was given 
460, (HK) spindles. In spite of the fact that Bengal had a deficit, we had 
only 480,000 spindles working in Bengal. I think the number of spindles 
allotted to Bengal was very short and insufficient. I took that matter up 
to His Excellency and His Excellency very kindly ga\e me the permission 
to reopen the whole question. 1 went all the way to Delhi and reopened the 
whole thing and reallotted certain portion and tried to extract more from 
the Government of India. I hud discussed this matter with Sir Akbar 
Hydari who pleaded difficulty alxmt increasing the quota. I said that Bengal 
should have at least 8 lakhs of spindles more but in place of 8 lakhs we have 
been given only 325,000 spindles. I said that we want 5 lakhs of spindles 
more for Bengal, but he could not agree. He said that a month or two after 
he might be in a position to call a Conference of Ministers of Industries of 
■different provinces where the target figure which we are demanding to be 
raised can be discussed and decided. You will be glad to learn that Sir 
Akbar Hydari has promised that the Conference of the Ministers for Indus- 
tries will be held at Delhi and there the demand that I have made that 
Bengal should be given an additional quota of 5 lakhs of spindles to oover 
the deficit through which Bengal is passing now will be discussed and 
decided. This is the position and I hope this will satisfy the honourable 
member. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Out of this 
326,000 spindles sanctioned for Bengal will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many were distributee! to Bengalis and how many to non- 
Bengalis — how many to Hindus and how many to Muslims? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: The spindles were dis- 
tributed among 9 parties out of which there were two Muslims. Ispahania 
were given 50,000 spindles and Calcutta Engineering was given 20,000, the 
total being 70,000. When I took this matter up I distributed them later on 
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t> other mills— -four Muslima him! four Hindus. That has raised the quota 
Done lakh and odd thousand for Muslims and 2 lakhs and 24 thousand foi 
l mdus. All the 8 new mills to which I have distributed the spindles ari 
lenffali-owued. I cut out Model Knitting, because that happened to belong 
o Birlas. I learnt that Birlas got other allocations from other Provinces, 
o I cut out Birlas. Possibly one non-Bengali firm got some spindles hut 
hot was (lone by the Government of India, but the 8 new mills that I hove 
iven spindles to are all Bengali -owned, — four Hindus and four Muslims. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUOHURY: Will the Ilon'ble 
Minister la* pleased to give us the names of the mills and the parties to whom 
the spindles were distributed ? 

Th# Hon’bla Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: That is in the list on th*» 
table. 

Mr. FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the llou’hle Minister be pleased to state 
how main new applications were received from new mills m Bengali 

The Hoit’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I am sorry 1 cannot give 
you the figure now. There was a large number of applications. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CH08E: With reference to answer (r)(i), 
namely, per capita requirement is Hi-fi vanls and in view of the fact that the 
population of Bengal is also known, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whv separate figures for Bengal were not available V 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I will look into it and 1 

will tell you afterwards. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: AVill the llon'hle Minister be pleased ts> 
state it he is aware that the Post-War Planning Committee said lhat 1H yards 
Were the per <<t/nt,i requirement taking an all-India average J* 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes; that is so 
Mr. BIMAL COMAR GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state win then this figme of Hi a \unls was accepted h\ the Government 
of Bengal '* 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: 1 am sorry I cannot give 
you the whole detail I would look into the matter and if my friend will 
see me ahe r wards 1 will be able to gi\e vou every detail which he wants. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CH08E: With reference to the allocation of 
spindles to various mills will the llon’hle Minister be pleased to state os to 
whether the recommendation of the Post-War Planning Committee was not 
that it should be thousand spindles and (iOO looms for an economic unity 

Th* Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Before I took up the 
matter the economic unit was supposed to be 2a, (KM) and the allocation that 
was made during 98 regime was 2a, 000 and 20,000, but after I took over 
charge Mr. Burnt, Joint Textile Commissioner, came from Bombay and saw 
me here. He told me that in view- of the price of machinery the quota of 
spindles should now be fixed and allocation made of a lesser number of 
spindles, so that money would he saved in Bengal. Thereafter you will be 
able to feed the mills after they liave begun to function, because if the orders 
W pmced today, you ca n not get those machineries with i n two or three years 
by which time the price of machinery will come down and Bengal will he in 
a position to demand for bigger quoins of spindles and will have to pay less 
for them. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CH08E: With reference to answer just now 
Mon’ble Minister be pleased to state as to whether, apart 
* n j i e of prioes, it is the opinion of the experts that a lower 

spindleage will be able to run on economic basis ? 
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Thi Ho*Mi Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: Opinion differ*. People 
think that if spindleage is more, the running cost will be less, but at the 
present moment the difficulty is — you will be astonished to bear — that the 
prices have almost doubled or trebled. Previously where we had to spend 
four lakhs of rupees for machinery we hate now to spend eight to ten lakhs 
of rupees. In the first place, it is very difficult to get them, and in the 
second place, the prices at the United Kingdom are very high. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state what principle is followed in distributing the 
spindles? 

The HOfTble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I have already stated that 
economic unit i> the Isisis, and also the position and experience of the 
applicants. Some of the spindles were given to old and existing mills who 
wanted additional spindles. 

As regards new mills, the capacity and experience of the men who will 
run those organ isations are taken into consideration. The honourable 
members will realise that it is not very easy to do it. I have stated the 
whole tiling and have also stated very frankly what I have done. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether any spindle has been granted to the 
Vidyasagar Cotton Mill in Sodepore? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You ask whether a certain mill was granted spindle. 
That is to be found in the list. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CH08E: \Y r ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
•late if he is of opinion tliat 8,000 spindles can work on an economic* basis? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes. It can start func- 
tioning and before three years’ time it cannot get spindles. After that self- 
government and independent India may either produce here the necessary 
materials or get them at a cheaper rate. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CH08E: In view of the fact that the Ilou’ble 
Minister by implication suggests that 8,000 spindleage was the economic 
unit, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state as to why spindles that 
were available were not distributed in terms of economic unit instead of 
distributing them to various parties which made it uneconomic. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: “Uneconomic” is a matter 
of opinion, 

Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that 90 per cent, of the shareholders of the Vidyasagar 
Gotten Mill are Muslims? 

Thi Hon’blt Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: That might be. 1 am sorry 
1 cannot tell you, I shall look into the matter. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the reasou why 40, 000 spindles were allotted to one particular mill, 
while not more than 26,000 or generally speaking 30,000 spindles were given 
to other mills? 

Thi HonHMi Mr. 8HAMSUDDIM AHMED: Ispahan is were given 

26,000 spindles for two mills each during section 93 regime, that is, 50,000 
spindles for two. I cut it down to 40,000. 

Mr. BIMAL ODMAR CHOSE: If one party applied for two mills, will 
the Hon ’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for allotting spindleage 
for two mills when other parties applied for one mill only? 
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f The Htit’Mt Mr. SHAMSUODIN AHMED: As I said during the 

lection 93 regime, the Ispahanis were the oulv Muslim firm who applied for 
fe,000 spindles. There was another firm called the Calcutta Engineering 
firm which was given 25, 000. The Ispahan is were given 50, (lOO, thus 
inaking « total of 75,000 spindles. 

! Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: In view <>i the fact that the whole 
Question wa> re-opened and re-examined, will the llou’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reason why such a large numher of spindles were given to 
Ispaluinis instead of giving it toother Muslim firms ? 

TH# Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDOIN AHMED: It was done after due 
consideration. 


Mr. AHMEO ALf MRIDHA: Will the I Ion 1 Me Minister lie pleased to 
state whether in view of the statement 1 have made that 90 per cent, of the 
shareholders of the Y’tdyasugur Cotton Mill are Muslims, and also in view 
nt the fuet that Muslims are very backward in this industry, does he 
consider that special concession 1 , should he given to this null? 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: 1 have already told you 
that there were only two Muslim mills. After resuming office 1 re-examined 
the whole question, and 1 gave .spindles to four more parties. 1 am sorry, 
the honourable member still savs that Muslims have not been given. I have 
gi\en spindles to four Hindu and 4 Muslim mills. 

Mr. FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state 
whether Government propose to start an\ new mill? 

Thu Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: YY> propose to start a mill, 
hut the Cabinet has not come to any final decision. After a decision is 
arrived at, we shall strive to get more quota for Bengal. 

Mr. J. C.. GUPTA: Is the Ilon’hle Minister aware that for want of yarn 
iiianv weavers, of whom a majority are Muslims, are losing their trade, und 
are being ruined? 

Thu Hon’blu Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: 1 am fully aware, and all 

the mills that have been allotted spindles have been asked to snin and 
produce yarn and to supply to weavers. More than this is very difficult to do. 

Mr. il. C. GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to statu which 
mills and what quota of yarn have been reserved for the handloom weavers? 

Thu Hon’blu Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: 1 want notice. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI : In view of his answer will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the monthly requirements of the 
weavers for one loom? 


Thu Hon’blu Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I want notice, 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the monthly requirement of each loom is 24 lbs. of 
yarn, but only 8 lbs. is being given for each loom ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are not asking for information hut you are firing 
the information yourself. 

Thu Hon’blu Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The honourable member 
has given the information. I do not know. However, I will look into the 
matter. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
etate the significance of the observations on tye list laid on the table to the 
effect that allotment €5 a particular mill was made on the recommendation 
of the Textile Commissioner ? 
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, Tb§ H*l'bk Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: One non-Bengalee firm was 
allotted spindles by the Textile Commissioner. When I was about to allot 
spindles finally an official came all the way from Bombay and told us that 
they have already allotted to that firm. I do not think it was fair on the 
part of the Textile Commissioner to do so without letting the Government of 
Bengal know. 1, however, did not like to pick up a quarrel and I accepted 
the position. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were ghren) 

Allegations of excesses by local polioe in a village under pdioo-station 
Maheshtala, 24-Parganas. 

•35. (Siiom Notice.) Mr. ILIA8 ALI MOLLA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that on the 22nd May, 1 ( J4G, the police acted in a very highhanded 
manner in village Jogtolu, police-station Maheshtnla, 24-Parganas, 
in making certain arrests; and 

(») that great atrocities were perpetrated on the |K>or and innocent 
Muslims of the village ? 

(b) Did the Hon 'hie Minister receive any complaints on this matter on 
behalf of the inhabitants of the village? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether any steps have been taken to enquire into the allegations of 
police excess; and 

(tt) if any enquiry was made, bv whom it was made and when it was 
made and what is the result of the enquiry'? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hoit’ble Mr. 44. 8. 
luhrswardy): (a) Allegations of excesses by the local police were received 
by Government. 

( b ) and (c)(i) Yes. 

iii) Enquiry was made jointly by the District Magistrate and the Superin- 
tendent of Police some time in the middle of June last and allegations against 
th© police found not to be true. 

Mr. NI8HITH A HATH KUNDU : Will the Hoa’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why these arrests were made and how many of them were arrested? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I cannot give the exact number. I 
went notice. 

Mr. NI1HITHA HATH KUNDU: Reasons why they were arrested — 
you oannot give me the number, probably you can give me the reasons of 
their arrest. 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: There was a criminal ease pending 
against one of the Muslim gentlemen over there and the police went over 
with a search warrant. He could not W found and they tned to catch hold 
of the man who, though not absconding, could not be found over there. 
When the police were attempting to oatch hold of the man, some people 
oame over there and the police thought that they were -obstructing their 
investigation, Hence the arrests were made. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether tbe^e was any charge or any oases started against them? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: No 
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f Mr. MUHAMMAD KHUDA BUKM8H: Will the Hon’ble Minuter be 

r.sed to state whether the enquiry conducted was prayed for? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD KHUDA BUKH8H: Why in not the Ministry pur- 
t ing the matter any further? 

; J[ Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Government was satisfied that the 
^ouiry held by the Collector along with the District Superintendent erf 
tjMice was sufficient. 

'>1 Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister he pleased to state the names of the District Magistrate, the 
(Superintendent of Polite and the arrested persons? 

I Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I cannot give the names offhand. I 
pant notice. 

Mr. TAFAZZAL ALI: Will the llon’ble Minister he pleased to state 
(whether the enquiry mentioned in answer (b)(ti) was a confidential enquiry 
Oran open enquiry asking the complainants to substantiate their allegation* f 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: It was an enquiry made at the instance 
of the Government. 

Development scheme in re sp ect of Damoder Valley. 

•38. Maharaja 8RIBCHANDRA HANDY, of Coasimbazar : Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
state — 

(a) whether any development scheme in respect of the Damodar Valley 

has been taken up; 

(b) whether provisions have been made in the scheme for (i) generation 

of electrical power, (it) irrigation, and (in) prevention of soil 
erosion ; 

(c) whether the scheme is being pushed by the Government of India, 

Government of Bihar, Government of Bangui, or whether aa 
In ter- Provincial Authority has been set up for the purpose; 

(d) what is the estimated total capita] outlay in respect of the scheme; 

and 

(e) whether any portions of the same have l>een agreed to lie borne by 

the Government of India, the Railway Board, or the sister Pro- 
vince of Bihar? 

MINISTER in charge of tha DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Abul Fazal Muhammad Abdur Rahman): (a) The preparation 
of the Damodar Valley Project is in progress. 

(b) The project provides for generation of power, irrigation, navigation 
and flood contml. Prevention ot soil erosion is also contemplated. 

(c) The scheme is Wing pushed by the Government of India and the 
Governments of Bihar and Bengal. No Inter-Provincial Authority has bean 
appointed yet. 

(d) About Rs. 55 crores. 

(e) No decision has yet been arrived at in the matter. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to eiate, with reference to answer (a), at what st age of preparation 
is the project at present J 

Tht Hon’M. Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN} I uk for notioe. 
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Or. SUREBH CHANDRA BANGUI: Will tie Hon ’hie Minieter be 

pleased to state whether the preliminary investigation which was started by 
the Army Engineers of the Central Government in November, 1946, has 
been completed? 

The Hon’bto Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: It is on the way to 

completion. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Arising out of 
( e ), will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the decision will be 
arrived at ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: By the next oold 
weather, presumably. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state how much money has been spent by the Bengal 
Government up till now, bow much by the Bihar Government and how much 
by the Central Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN I : About 2 lakhs has been 
spent by the Bengal Government. No information is available as to how 
much lias been spent by the Bihar Government or the Central Government. 


Advertisement for appointment of labour supervisors. 

•37. Mr. D. 8. CURUNC: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Department of Labour and Industries lie pleased to lay on the Table 
a copy of the advertisement published by the Public Service Commission, 
Bengal, some time in the last week ot December, 1944, or January, 1946, 
legarding the appointment of labour superviHors .to enquire into the 
grievances of the Tea garden labourers of the district of Darjeeling? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state bow many Hillmen 
oi “Hill language knowing” supervisors were appointed? 

(c) Jh the Ilon’ble Minister aware of the fact that the labour officer (who 
does not know a single word of the Hill language) deputed to enquire into 
the condition of the Tea garden coolies went direc t to the Manager’s bungalow 
and reported that the coolies were quite happy and got more than they need? 

(d) If the answer to clause (c) is in the negative will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to lay on the Table n copy of the report submitted by that labour 
officer ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon'blo Mr. Bhamsuddin 
Ahmed): ( a) I am not aware of any such advertisement. 

(b) to (<f) Do not arise. 

Mr. D1BEHDRA NATH BEN: Will the Hon’blo Minister be pleased 

to state how many labour supervisors have been appointed since January, 
1946, in the district of Darjeeling and how many of them are hillmen or men 
knowing hill language? 

Mr* HAMIDUODIN AHMED: I want notice. 

Mr. MUHAMMrfb HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Is there any hill- 
man properly qualified to occppy this position? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: The question has not yet amen. 

Mr. DftBINDRA NATH B€N: Has the Hon’ble Minister received any 
report of the labour supervisor of Darjeeling concerning the conditions of 
eaapkgmsaat and service el the tea garden labourers there ? 
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Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMEDS Mr. Speaker, Sir, this question doe* not 
pe because the question whs in connection with the appointment of labour 
|n*rvisorH. My friend's question relates to whether any report has been 
eeived from the supervisur. 

Mr. DEBENDRA HATH SEN: My question was whether the Minister 

f l receive*! any report submitted by any labour supervisor of the district 
Darjeeling concerning t)ie conditions of service and employment of tea 
rden lalmurers there. M\ question arises in view of the fact that the 
K (final question in (rt relates to whether a labour welfare officer was deputed 
|$d whether he has submitted any report. With regard to that question the 
Jgnswer is — it «loes not arise. I cannot follow how it does not arise — whether 
&ny labour supervisor was deputed to make any enquiries and whether he has 
Submitted «n\ report to Government. 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speakei, Sir, the first question 
^elates to the advertisement by the Public Service Commission. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: H is question is whether aii\ labour supervisor has 
jjmbmitted any report in regard to that. 

I Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: M.v submission is that this question 
|9oes not arise. The question was with regard to the advertisement for 
jappointment ot supervisoi and necessarily a question relating to whether tiny 
report has been submit ted does not at all arise. It is with regard to the 
appointment only and nothing more. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: The condition ot service *»f tea garden labourers is the 
question. There is also the general question there. So I ba\e allowed that 
question. It is up to you to answer in an\ way \ou like. 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: 1 hn\e nothing further to add. 

Operation of Shope and Establishments Act, 1940, in respect of laundriee. 

*38. Mr. A8HUT08H MALLICK: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
iliinge of the Depnit incut ot Commerce and Imhour lie please*! to state 
whether the laundries in the eit\ of Calcutta full under the category of shops 
^i*s defined in the Sho|>s and Establishments Act. 11)40? 

</;) It the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether be is aware that tin* shop assistants attached to 
the laundries in the city of Calcutta ate denied the amenities provided for 
them in the said Act? 

I <>) Do the Government consider the desirability of taking stejw to issue 
(directives on tile owuers of the laundries in the city of Calcutta to the effect 
Inf allowing their employees the privileges piovided for them in the said Act? 

, Mr. HAMIDUODIN AHMED (on behalf of tho Hon’ble Mr. Ehamtuddin 

Ahmed): (a) No, but clerical deportments of Laundries are “commercial 
k*«tablisbments’ ’ within the meaning of the Act. 

(b) Clerical employees of laundries are entitled to get weekly holidays 
.writh pay for 1| days, payment of wages by the 10th of the following month 
pat the latest and annual leave as provided in the Act. 1 am not aware of 
[wiy of these privileges having been denied to these employees. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH 8EN: In view of the reply given to question 
fa) that the laundries are not considered as shope within the meaning of the 
Act, will the Hon’ble Minister take steps to so amend the Act that the 
laundries do oome under the meaning of tne Act? 

( Mr# HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: The suggestion of the homHtrabk 
[member will be taken into consideration by tne Government. 
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Mr* J* C. GUPTA. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that notice of a non 
official Bill regarding the commercial and mercantile firms assistants hai 
been given and does the Hon hie Minister think it desirable to sponsor sucl 
a Bill from the Treasury benches? 

Mr* HAM I DU DD IN AHMED* It will be considered by Government. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer ( b ) wherein 
it is stated that the Hon’ble Minister is not aware of any of these privileges 
having been denied to these employees, will the Hon*ble Minister please 
make enquiries and ascertain whether actually these employees are deprived 
of the privileges or not ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: If these employees are deprived of any 
privilege it is open to them to bring it to the notice of Government. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 


(answer to which was laid on the table) 


Operation of 8hope and Establishments Act, 1940, in respeot of laundries* 


10* Mr* BHUPATI MAJUMDAR: («) A\ ill the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact — 

(0 that the laundry shops are not included among the list exempted 
from the operation of the Shops and Establishments Act, 1940- 
and ’ 


(ii) that the shojw not so included are to observe one and a half days' 
holiday during a week under the provision of the same Act? 


(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is aware — 

(•) ^at the owners of the laundry shop do not abide by the provision 
made in the Shops and Establishments Act, 1940, in respect of 
holiday and working hours; 

(a) that the employees of the laundry shops have to work till late at 
night; and 

(m) that they get no holiday at all? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the reason therefor; and 

(it) the step, if any, he proposes to take in the matter of granting relief 
to the employees of the laundry shops ? 


of tha DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE, LABOUR 
•nd INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Mr. 8hamsuddin Ahmed): (a) Yes. 


(&)(*) and (it) Laundries are not “shops” but their clerical departments 
are 'commercial establishments” within the meaning of the Act, and as 
«uch, the clerical employees are entitled to weekly holidays with pav for 
H days. Provisions of the Act relating to hours of work "do not apply in 
the case of commercial establishments. 


(tit) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 


DEBENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (b)(iii) 
wgerding the question whether employees do get any holiday, will the 
Hon m Minister please make enquiries whether they actually get holiikys 
or not? * 
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Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Government think that clerks are enjoy- 
g the privilege. If anybody cannot get this privilege and if he is 
struoted he can bring it to the notice of Government and Government will 
rely take steps. 

Massage* 

Secretary then rend the following messages received from the Bengal 
legislative Council: — 

(1) “That the concurrence of the Bengal Legislative Assembly be 

asked to the Bengal Dentists (Amendment) Bill, 1946, as passed 
by the Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting held on the 
14th August, 1946. ” 

(2) “That the concurrence of the Bengal Legislative Assembly be asked 

to the Cattle-Trespass (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1946, as passed 
by the Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting held on the 14th 
August, 1946.“ 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

40— Agriculture and 71— Capital Outlay on 8ehemes of Agricultural Improve* 
ment and Researoh. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: On the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of IN. 3,71,13,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” and “71— Capital 
Outlay on Schemes of Agricultural Improvement and Research.” 

Dr. ABDUL AHAD: Mr Speaker, Sir, allow me to congratulate our 
Hon’ble Finance Minister for his well imagined resourceful Budget for the 
year 1946-47 which he had to prepare in such a short time, but he has given 
very little attention about the tillers of the soil who represent 90 per cent, 
of the population of Bengal. Ours is an agricultural country and the 
Hon’ble Minister should have put bis best thought and consideration foi the 
improvement of the agriculturist and their livestock, even half the Budget 
money put on this account could not have been excess at all. Our vitality 
is in the hands of these people and their existence is in your hands. Their 
economic life is on their livestock and the granary they possess. If we want 
this country to prosper, we must make our labourers and agriculturists 
healthy and prosperous first by protecting their health and animals from the 
ravages of the Nature. We must have stronger men, better cot tie and 
poultry, more fighting implements to bleed the mother earth; the present 
Budget has done very little for it. The little money we have got this year 
for the Agricultural Department, out of which IN. <S9 lakhs will he spent on 
showy building and contractors and TN. 40 lakhs left for some kind of 
agricultural works best known to our Ministers. There should have been 
more money for the rural uplift. Give the cultivators health and strength 
to grow more food, stronger cattle and poultry, encourage agriculture and 
animal shows by suitable rewards. It is n mockery to have a couple of 
hundred veterinary surgeons to protect millions of cattle and poultry. More 
veterinary colleges are essential and our indigenous crude drugs in many 
cases can be utilised instead of all in western method. We should have 
proper * research on indigenous medicines. Great Britain has five colleges 
with well over 2,000 students and one veterinary surgeon in every 15 square 
miles. We have one college with 250 students of whom 50 are foreigners. 
The pay of a veterinary surgeon is in no way better than a lower grade clerk 
or a postal peon. If we want our valuable animals treated and saved from 
epidemics we must have thousands of veterinary surgeons everywhere like 
our human doctors and they should receive better remuneration lor their 
maintenance. 
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As regards the Haringhattu Scheme that money could have been dis- 
tributed m ten districts and a general competition would have been set up 
amidst these experimental breeders with different climate and soil with 
expert advice. Ultimately really beneficial and effective formula would have 
been found for the future uplift of the cattle and poultry in this country. 
Several hundreds of people would have been provided in these ten different 
entres. Fruit and vegetable gardens could have been profitably reared in 
these places according to the multi-purposes scheme. There should be more 
bulls everywhere in the country to protect our cattle from these indis- 
criminate breeding pasteur kind and special vegetations also necessary for 
them. Unless we have enough to eat and more milk to drink we will never 
be strong and will always remain victims to diseases due to malnutrition, 
[t is high time we should do something to our constituent people whom w r e 
lave given stub a lot ot high hopes. For bringing about this to practice 
imoothlv, it is imperative that there should not only be close oo-operation 
letwecn the Agriculture Directorate and the Veterinary Directorate but that 
K>th these directorates may he amalgamated into one, having several deputies, 
inch in immediate charge of various sub-sections of the broad field of 
Agriculture. 

Regarding veterinary colleges I have seen in England five veterinary 
colleges wiih over 2,000 students having a less area of land than Bengof. 
Those students come out here and teach us here all the western methods of 
rant men t. But for main of these diseases which occur here western drugs 
re not suitable for them. Our indigenous drugs are well worth trying as 
heir substitutes. If we have more colleges and more students over here we 
an surely save our cattle from epidemics and untimely death. There are 
imnv diseases over here which our people are more competent to cure with 
ndigenous drugs. I have tried to give training on indigenous drugs in 
tiunv places, but our students never get these instructions in our colleges, 
w'ish that there should he some teachers giving instructions on indigenous 
rugs, so that veterinary surgeons in our country can carry on treatment 
pith cheaper medicines locally procured to stive our cattle. I hope the 
ion' hie Minister wrill take social care and see that indigenous drugs take 
he place ot foreign drugs as early as possible. There should be a complete 
verhauling of the present arrangements of the Veterinary Department. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Sir, this much I can say that all 
h** constructive suggestions ot the honourable member will receive the 
t tent ion of Government. 

The motion of the llon’hle Mr. Ahmed Hossain that a sum of 
Is. 3,71,13,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads “40 — Agricul- 
ure” und “71 — Capital Outlay on Schemes of Agricultural Improvement 
ud Research “ was then put and agreed to. 

41 — Veterinary. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN. Sir, ou the reoommendatkm of 
lis Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Ks. 14,09,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “41 — Veterinary”. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

18— Foreet. 

The HOft’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Sir, on the recommendation of 
li» Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of R*. 49,42,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “10 — Forest”. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The House w m then adjourned at 3-20 p.m. till 10 a.m. on Saturday, the 
4th September, 1946, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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'roc ceding* of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly in*** in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, the 
14th September, 1946, at 10-5 a m. 

Present: 

Mr. Sjieaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Nurvl A min i in the Thair, 8 HoiPlde 
Ministers and 204 members. 


Obituary. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Ladies and gentlemen, Indore we proceed with 
the business of the House it is my melancholy duty to refer to the death of 
Mr. Kishori Mohan Chnwdhury, a member of the now defunct Bengal 
Legislative (’ouneil. Mr. K ishori Mohan (’howdhury represented the old 
Bengal Legislative ('ouneil from the Hajshahi Non-Muhammadan Tonsti- 
tuenev. His selfless services to the cause of the motherland won him love, 
respect and admiration from all. He was the President of the Hajshahi 
Bar Association. 

Ladies and gentlemen, our sympathy goes with his familv, and 1 am 
sure it is the desire of the House to convey our message of condolence to 
the members of the bereaved family. 

I now request you, ladies and gentlemen, to signify your assent by rising 
in your seats. 

(The members rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. Secretary will do the needful. 

Meet Committee's Report 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, before you 
proceed with the normal business of the House, 1 beg leave to submit that 
the time for submission of the Report of the Select Committee on the Bengal 
Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill la* extended to 31st December, 1946. 

Sir, on account of the unusual circumstances and abnormal conditions 
prevailing in Calcutta the .Select Committee could not be convened, uml 
therefore I request for the leave of the House to extend the time to 31$t 
December, 1946. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any objection? (There was no objection.) 
The leave of the House is granted. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

37 — Education — Central. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum 
of Ha. *3,40,20,000 be granted for exjienditure under the head “37 — 
Education — General’ \ 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in moving for grant of the demand I may at the outset 
tell the House that the demand represents practically the estimate of 
expenditure calculate? by the Permanent Officials of Government before the 
m&upiration of th#* Ministry and it does not reflect the policy which the 
Ministry have in fiew. The Ministry did not get sufficient time to study 
the various probledW and formulate definite schemes before the budget being 
sent to the Press, But since then more than two months have elapsed and 
the Ministry is now in a better position to give some idea of the decisions 
they are likely to take on the urgent problems which confront the country 
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in connection with educational needs and requirements. I should like, Sir, 
to state here very briefly the main problems of the Education Department 
and the way we propose to deal with them. The first and the foremost 
problem is the inauguration of free and compulsory education in the province 
with the least possible delay. The ultimate cost of making primary edu- 
cation free and compulsory throughout the province has been calculated to 
be in the region of crores per annum and this huge amount is considered 
us wholly beyond the resources of the province. But whether it is within or 
beyond the resources, the country is not prepared to wait any longer. Free 
and compulsory primary education is one of the most essential needs of the 
country and it does not brook any delay. If all the advanced countries of 
the world could introduce it successfully without being bankrupt, we should 
certainly be able to fall in line with them. Experience of other countries 
has shown us that once primary education is made free and compulsory and 
it is imparted efficiently, the country grows in wealth and the question of 
finance does not stand in the way. In this view’ of the problem I am per- 
sonally extremely anxious to take the bold step of introducing free primary 
education on compulsory basis from next year at least in the tew districts 
of Bengal where the Primary School Boards have been working satisfac- 
torily. No final decision has been taken on this point but we are busy 
collecting facts and figures for enabling us to take quick decision. I am 
hoping to be uble to introduce free and compulsory education in a few 
districts at least by January next. 

The question of increasing the pa\ ot the primary school teachers does 
not broke a moment’s delay. The increase is already oveidue. Their pay 
must be substantially raised in order to make the teachers contented. The 
provision ma^e in the budget will not be sufficient for the purpose and I 
am afraid I will have to approach the House for supplementary provision. 

Mere increase in the pay of teachers will not ensure better quality of 
primary education and so elaborate arrangements have been made for effi- 
cient training of teachers of primary schools by sending a batch of qualified 
young men abroad and also by giving intensive training to another batch 
bv sending them to reputed centres of learing in India. Arrangements are 
also being made for increasing the number of inspecting staff and giving 
them a reasonable number of schools to inspect in order to make sure that 
the huge amount we will be spending on primary education is usefully spent 
arid we get our money’s worth in return. At present, Sir, a Sub-Inspector 
of Schools is in charge of 160 schools on an average which it is impossible 
for him to inspect in addition to his duties of attending to clerical work 
of his office. 

Arrangements will also have to be made for maintenance of an atmos- 
phere of education in the rural areas by establishing libraries and adult 
education centres in every union, as otherwise, it is apprehended that the 
ordinary 'Cultivators and labourers’ children after coming out of primary 
school will relapse into illiteracy within fiv? or six years. 

As to secondary education we must improve the quality of education by 
establishing one substantially aided Government high school for boys in 
every thana gradually and one substantially aided girls’ high chool in every 
subdivision, if possible. 

In order to prepare the country for industrialisation we should have one 
technical high school in every subdivision to start with and eventually one 
in every thana. 

For college education it will be the policy of Government to encourage 
establishment of colleges in rural areas, specially science colleges, so that 
the benefits of higher education raav be enjoyed by the poorer class of people 
and the influx of students to unhealthy surroundings in the citiea is checked 
to a certain extent. 

This being the age of science and the industrialisation of the country 
being our object, all kinds of facilities will have to be provided in seienoe 
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alleges for pursuit of scientific experiments and research. With this 
Meet in view liberal grants are contemplated to be made for equipment of 
:boratories of science colleges, both Government and private. 

For advancement of higher technical education, the Shibpore Engineer* 
ig College is going to be expanded and developed at a cost of about $1 
ikhs of rupees annually. The college will be manned by technical men 
f European and American reputation. A first grade Engineering College 
d the same lines with an additional department for textile engineering is 
oing to be established at Dacca. Pilot factories will have to be attached to 
^Engineering Colleges for teaching the production of finished products. 

. large number of highly educated voung men are being sent to England 
nd America for higher scientific aud technical education so that on return 
ome they may help the country in starting factories and thereby pave the 
ay to industrialisation. 

We have also to pay more attention to the physical training and discipline 
f the young men of the country and with tliut object in view qualified 
oung men and women are being sent abroad for special training and a 
/outh Welfare Officer is going to be appointed very shortly to guide the 
youth movement on right lines and to see that the young men of the country 
grow up as well disciplined and able-bodied men who could take their stand 
against anv nation of the world for the honour and independence of their 
motherland. 

Special attention has to be paid to the making up of the leeway in the 
education of the backward communities, like the Scheduled Caste Hindus 
and the poverty-stricken Muslims. Special facilities must be provided in 
the shape of hostel accommodation, stipends and special grants to the 
students of such backward communities and we have taken these up in right 
earnest. 

Special provisions have t<T be made for sections of population requiring 
education of special type suited to them and this necessitates money being 
provided liberally for madrasahs and tols and also for European ana 
Anglo-Indian education and increased allotments for these are ulso contem- 
plated. 

Large amounts of money had to be provided for dearness allowance of 
teachers of all classes. It is true the allowance provided for aided college 
and school teachers is very low', but I wish 1 could increase it substantially 
without prejudicing the claims of other urgent demands on our limited 
resources. The iucrease in the pay of primary school teachers and the 
increase contemplated in the aided school grants will, I hope, relieve the 
distress of the poorly paid teachers to a certain extent. 

Sir, I have given an outline of the educational policy of Government 
and I hope it will be seen that nothing requiring attention has oeen lost 
sight of. I am extremely anxious that the country should advance in all 
the different spheres of education according to a well-thought-out programme 
and speediest methods should be adopted to make up the leew r ay so that 
within a reasonable time we may prove to the world that our beloved 
country is not behind any advanced country. May God help us in achieving 
our cherished goal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Does any member want to speak on this? 

Dr. A. M. MALIK: I want to speak. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA RAY: On a point of order, Sir, May I know * 
whether any cut motion has been moved or not? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No cut motion has been moved. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA RAY: On what is he speaking? 

Mr. SPEAKCR: On the main demand. Everyone is entitled to speak 
«tt the main demand. 
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0r A A, M. MALIK :-TO*tw Speaker tori, TOrffa MfUtif TO* TOf 

4f^r firfSnt 4 TO$ toto er / Sft ^ ?t*OT c?, tou w wfirr iptM efa &m 4$ cm 
nfaeTOR oi ??t* orfci <tn permanent officials fatro $!?!* TO faofero ; 01 to 
hrot policy 4vs cblwtrs *!tf?fa i to vfirco^R c? ft tori 4?; *tfae?roi or*) 3f?i toot 
« fWP! TO oTOtffigft? CTO e?OR I TO f%TO e®*sfa TOR TO? *fat? fTOOP I e’SfalR 
CTOf>V «ff' TO TO?) Wffa?l, TO #n 4*1 foil TC?CR 4?{ TO? C5*1 *C?OT I 4¥*1 fafa? 
»r? CTO Xtn fro or, efc TO?*, January TO CTO *c?*1& (TOU5 compulsory free 

primary education to to ; 4?^ TO?i toi took TOm cm, TOvtos TOi TOTO or*i 
Hit faTOTO TO? I fro C*R CTO CTO? Of*l, OT* *fft*t*l TOf TO 31 4TO foft TORft I 
?rt ?**, etfa or fro? ?fw**t?, 4?v e^wfcwft? mm TO titem 4?; fTO? *c? University ? 
fit 'TO$ e t TO03 5T$ Of*1 CVTOT1 4*1 TOOT 4* TO1 TO TOTOfTO 4TO TO1 CTO ?$ 
TO **!fa, TO?' fa*tt? VJ?, Vf'OT ?*[?, ?RT*tr3 TORTt* ?$?, C?f?C?t? I TO fag*R 
(TO CTO TO? C?, ?t*TO OSOR1 farfTO SRtfR c? TOS competition V? mi #r^TT5 TO? ?i I 
TO 4¥?tl TO? TO!? TO m *to? fa* CTO 5 TO? far? TO CftTOl ?OT TO TOl TO 
** *T03 ’TO ?1 1 ?P$TORfW--4*! WCTO?*4**lfal?l TOTO ??? Tf TO 4* TOTOR ^e 

n to f%i fa 1 } fa$ ?>rto tofot* zftz crot frofro? 4 ?; #n TO-n *c?%to or ?fa 
University ? tiro c<m$i cTO e* to cl? *t?n ?r^ 5 T?T? nr me* ok*d Sto? fro cro, 
fafTO ej;?> -ftcar m*[m to to** vp, cm facet err? tfr?r fan? TOnrfan orTOs 
TOC ?? I fal ^:tTO fa?? < 7 rt ?f^TOi medium Jto? facet *tc$ TO tot #rfat?r$ 4* or, 
■ftC5? fat* minor school 4 ?i high school ’fan CMC* c?c??i ?!TO ?i faeMTo TO TO*!? 
c?te c?fat? 401 TOt toi ec?cw TOfieti faffed ?U5 ?!i TOfa TOp' t*TOTt mediums TO? 
♦t^T5 V? I TO ’ff^CTO 4? C? ( TO? C? fFSNfe C?tl TOt CTO TOC? I 4?t #n U? ?OT? 
??, ?Ttc?? CTO? TOF 4?t TOTfaT Provinoeij? CfCTO? TOFseieeH competitions ^T^TTS 9 tt?- 
0(? ei i cro? ?fa c*R fa? fro to 4 ?: nttveRt to otto? st ?t;*i 

?fa TOT^fa ???!t?? TR WMVS m, ?tTO?Tce ?fa 0fC5 TOTJ ?fl W^tTS TO *ft? ?WT? C?t? 4?t 
?fa TO efe?re ?tro ?? TOc^t TO!? TO mm e? Matriculations ?t^TOi ^Rt?l M] CTO 
Matriculation c?re to* ec? I. sc. B. sc. tfcroF wr?TOt TOTOi far? fafeten *n 4?t 
farei even? toti vse^ ?i m&m TOe? tor to nr faces t:?R^rs IVc? n«?R 
TO ’ftTO i *t?i fatwtnr cro-fartTO? *rro fro" ?* or TOi orTO to? cm, Algebra, 
eitfafc tor? it in to?i tt?t?ftr5 nc^fa cvefaR, 4 jrto ?tto 4* 4*ti faro to 
*t en toci n nr? tor ^cn cro nr, ?i nr fam to famr toc? enti cn’c? orr w?t 
to* or? enrs f? i etcet tor ?rjm? c?, fnei faoR cto 4 ?? ?t?ti wr, 4eti 
committee ?fac? 4 R otcet 4 faro fan e?i e» w 4 ?: 4 ? 4 *ti ?r?n e?i ?w 
TO ?t^TOR faPVTTO Matriculation 4 ^faRl TOT? M\ TOncf'S TO?t Ofal ?t%? fat? 
TO i 4 ri to* toot totor tor ^OTces TO?i e^cit? efa c?, Politic» 4 ? fare 
fare? TO ette m ce? TO facTO TOr e?rs ?tn nr c? ?tto efc, ?n*n? f-rei, ?OT?fwi- 
?!?i, ?OT? TOti, tot tftvw? TOi 4?* ef 4?r faeR tof tot* TO'er etc? i eTO TOR 
fa^Rl Cf, ?mfl fa 5 C^ ?fas TOOT etW TO 4ero? OOT ?» 4?t ^?e TOt ? C ? Cf? , fan 4 TOC« 
TOr? tov c*fc« TOtn i to 4? faei faroro ?ft vtvmrrv tor tori? cm 4 em 

efa vn 4*ti ’f fa e rro i or fafa fa? tor i 

Mr. MUHAMMAD UABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY ; fa: -Hro, TO?, >at TOt 
dee TOpon fast? enr, toot to ^?, TO c^>?c?? 4? e fae t ro cm rrsne tr*? 
wjIr wc? or, vstvs ?t*n fae far? wttei c?d? efas? nfa«? 4'wrfa cm m e^'firocfroiTOr 
otto mm 1 fae 3fc? t t f OT ?i ec?* mm] km cm mm faer, ?OT? t* MVffm off*!? ot* 
TO!* ?ndfa tRtw ?tror? tfsvrr? 1 ?nro ?m, ?tor mmm to to i ctcto |?r totoi fate 
<1 d^t? toto cTO to ete? 1 
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to 


tfiTOi fwww, ftro nr tftcw fttt* t i nnwi tot# to tothi rocro wi i 
ftnfrfYfro<TOwfroro^ toto wft totfwi *1 ¥fw, to ftcrrw 


jwi to wmr wt*i 


r c*mt froi*rom TOtswi ib to wro* to wcw nr$ frofrotr i to rocs 
tafroi wm* tot fro ^sw rown mct i frorrs frocrw ro? cvtm!, wc^wf) $ rortwr 
kfw ro witc* i to frofwwro £ro fro?* *cs to 1 to wtfrft ^p»nr ynw^ f tror to 
jcrtro c*S c¥% not ro$w ¥ihr i *;twr wm*r cm-cwtrow HW) TOrft \n 
FfaTOl TOW V TO* WTOl I TOTCTW ffTOW TO wrttft WpT fa* fafl fwTO 
1 WTO S T TO 4WWS WTWfc nrfa I 


f-mfTOW TO W5TT3 C-TOf TO TO 4Cm* tfTWfT* frotW CTO^HOT TO to nc$ i wttm 

wci tftnw jR<n ^ to j» nwrr a -r® *«--*&fa*Rw >rc«m 31 * *fr$ rmtcwf to i 4 $ 
fcm >!»8* WCW GflTOW TO !ftWfW¥ v* fa TT3I 0* TOTW 3 crocm TO WW ftwm I fd> 
fim Wfcf TORT TO TO WTRTT fTOT *tirow nfa* TO1 iwn Wt I 4TO «R I 4f CTO 

TOtftw top to f% res to ? TOcnr toiti *to toct 4 cm frorw tjto roci i w wtrit 

fro TOI TO I &WTW CW1 Mr>0 TO TOHR 4CTOW tfCTO tftCT fW %| $FfrlTW CWf*fct¥I 

wrro ^ov to fw: $*fawrw 4 TO faro to tot**? c*i wt^ro <3 farter ro to tftwfa* fir 

fw 4CT1 TOW1 %0 TO CTO fafWCTS *f^CS TOTCJ1 I TO t; 4¥W1 ffaFT*T CW fcTO WtTO 

tftwfa* frorw ron fnfatw ne^fa 1 frorw <tfs cwoTew sero sres frronsi *nj<TO ww roes 
TO 3 WW TOtcr, C* fTO ? 


tftwfirv flTO TORWW ▼W 1 TOfl wwfirc wm TO TOff I WKTO fW CTO 4TO TO WTOW 
^0 TO ftroitw WCTT, B^«f' ^“tw *ttw WW TO * TO £» 5fTO TO I TOflft flCifC^'^ 

, WlTO fWl rCTO CW TO! *pN#t *f$T3 ^ ^TCf? ?C*H TOFfl TOR TO (CTO 1TOII 

to ) tf ¥c*ra ^ TO wrw 1 Tenth Quinquermial reports f*n wcwcf cw “four fifth 
of the money and effort is at present wasted” 4$ *TO wc^5 TO wfw tTUft* tTOtf 
CTO m CTO Wt%? m, wrt? WfW TO! WW 4Wt TO7RT TOf-mF fTOTW *[5»R ®W I f¥l TO* 
<sfw* 'wwfw Prow TOtro yew crotw-7 tftwfir? frw) mTO TO to tow to ^ www 1 

4^ wwcw ^Jrff CTOT? TO C WTO VT CTO TO TOtf I f"T¥J TOf-D¥TO OTTf 

cm to rttpw 'Q ^r«r^w fw^fTO’mPrfr^, TOrotw 'swtrt w totw» 

tn^tfirw frotw ^ff^w wrt TOtcww wrttfW TOtf^ ^ tprw to frorow ctk^ri rrrww tff® ftro 
▼to 1 to trmfrr fro tow cro fww ^twi 0 to, 5^8?. to fwn -to fw 
^ ▼twi, w^to 4^ ewrow wrw wr%w C 5 tw fetwn to wnri rrTO 1 wmwtiT, dwwcww error 
cwjR cw crow frocwwi to vto to ^n, cw crrtw worm rrlr tow wfmw to 
fVwt, c¥ to r fromtowr rro*r fres rr 4wtmw wnTO fefw ^0 ro Fron to ▼cwcp 
4¥ ro tfKfaw frorow wwti ^jfrw wrti tftwfro fron nfm'rww wrt ms\ to to 
%ro to roi rncww frow wen mwIR to f*i »tfm'cww nfww 4*crr 
tjcsroi 1 w 4*n Scroit tor ^tow to cto i cwto wtnftf to to tim 
wn rw !jwfipr frorw to crTOTOn tiF^fw to m to to i fwcreiw wn crotfr fr-- 
woro cwto wtwcrw iron * N $ro wwb to tftwfro frorw wri, rotewr wm ewer cwto to 

T» TOT1 V N ^t¥l TO ®W tfTWfWW? fTOTW WWT, Wt:n CWTO TO TO -tJWrrt f»R fct¥] TOl 
Tftwfww frotrw wtwfro ro fwro tot wt**n wrtw 3 ?*f wmr* wto ¥n tfewtro t wt;m 
TOR TOttW WWCl fV| f¥f TOTFWt TOW TOTO TOtf I ffrjfwnW l 4 ftff TOwth Wfwpnr 
TOffw, fro wttotw rorrw wq 4t wttto fwnw wrror to roes to wrti wr^ro f$m f 
•Harrow c w^ro cwn to to *rt 4* wrrro 1 4 wTO »ffinr to wrcs to wfjtw* 1 
TOR TOttiw ror rorofww v , wrfrfro, to toto, fy y frorrow gffcfwfir, cWyr ▼fwt ^ 
iwwww yfe fwf roi fwn wrfwro roff yfw» TOr yw m l f w t nyw roff t *r ?0 wrowrtt 
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[14th Sbp t., 


to mto vt frtcv Ji to*, *twn wfwrt to from* TOW *TOf *r i TOi TOi * Wfrsr **%* 
Dm* fjpfiirf i totc** aignw*!* cto i& to TOftoc** tow ^ to TOi 
*jr¥* *c* i 

ffcv t i%, ^jw#rfc Ssirf** «F=rT *i toti «rr%ro $tcs to ** *^to ftrow c#cf tot* 

fftW ¥#* TOOT I TOT *K*OT tft*f*¥ f*fTO ^TOT5 if%*M *’CS *CTO W** WiJTlv TO *1 I 
ST*S TOTTO *tc#*fc *ff*TORl 4CTO* f-OTtfrTO* *fc TO$*T TOC*f I 4$ #T* «TfTO f*OTTO* 
CTO TO 00\ — 0d\ frf¥J, 4*T 40^1* tp^STfff CTOCTOT* f*f#S ¥*CS TO TOC* 80 TO I 

f* CTO 4TO *TO* CTO*C*T** f"T¥l fare TO* TO TOC* t)8~ C¥tf£ fct¥1 T TO 4*l*¥t* TOTCfc 

fl¥t* <RT TO TO c*tfc 0 C¥ ft& 80 TO *0 TOW TOl 1 tp*f*¥ fTOt* *RT 4S TOl TOC* 

<TOi cto ? to TO **n cro to— * rf**tft !j«ft? *i *’c*r f tf*R tfTO ftrofro wt€t? 

TO f fas TOfS *1 TO5 ’ttTO, 4CTO* fTfl-OTTO **I*R TO* ** I 

*K»OT *T*Tfro froro *rj*tf*s tow tot *t«rrfro (otfi c*t£ ^fk** tfTO *iTO **f** i 
4 toc# ?%fT 3 «tf*roRr 'Q *t*rf*¥ frai TO* tjwTO* *tfl wifs*#ftf«rclc* *fi*w towwcot 
TO t i 4 *r#T f*fct*w wtnrro 4*W<a ?’* *i i *trw *Ta *t*i *Ttft ¥ TO to, stc** *c*r 
TOFU ** TO* TO* C**fT f**|f*'TTm <*$03 *T* *1 l ¥*5 TOW TO**^ *,**ofc 

4 *-fc *p*r ** to *njc* srro w f**jf*«nmc** fro 1 fV/frnmc** fa* c*r*rww TOrt or 

®tC*I TO 1 

*#*TO «rf*TO *f^TO TO Scka f*f^f *3rc* 1 >4* ¥* *c*c* 4$ c* steac** fro #T*i* 
*m TO TO* *TO* C^fTOC***C*TI **f*tft* CTO* wfolj* 4*CTO tf*rf*T5 4WS TO I 

*TR! ¥f*tf*R Ofi I 4* TOT C*TO TO *K*W f*UC*W Tpr^l C** TO vfk TOC# 
WTCTOT* fro I OTO r-TTOfTT® TOT* *T **1 TO of**K *T**T* *t**l I ’tRfT* W*Tt*T *TcJ* 
T5 *f**T* *Tc}3 *W[iR* #T*C** TO¥*tfsf ¥C5 TOT* f*5T* I 4^ ¥C*T 5ltf*^CTO) *J5* 
¥T*TT<J*1 Vt TO5 TO I *:c** f*** 4 TOC# TOt¥* cTOl *tC^ *1 ¥^TOF* ^5*¥ (TO I 

WTTOI f#tff**TM*TOrc3 ft¥i TOC# planning 4? *T*T^ C*t I 4¥ ¥*T* **1 CTO TO 
4TO1 TO* ’TftTO ¥T**T*1, *Tfv *7 *Tf**r* f*CTO* TO ®TT* I *T**Tfl tfTO Sc*TO* 

WTCTOR *C5* I f#l C’tT^f** fbHPf rtft TOTTOR SC5*C** ¥TC*WR C¥tTO ? 

tor* tocw *1 fr^fTOrro r^-froc^* c*t* jftroi 1 c*fe3 *or* firoi 
ivpn f*m to to *rcann to si to*:*** i *rftTO ¥tf*^5T *w, fn-f-rrow TO# *j* 

^8 #t*a TO STO5 TO 4*: ffc$cfctf*TO f*C^* ![*#* ¥C* fss TOT ¥*T3 TO !f*S 8TO* I 
■afTOSi f**jf*TOC* *T>[m*Tc* r * TOTO **T5 TO *3 **>* TO* i Affiliating University* CTO 
Unitary University* STOTfTO TO5TO ¥l***3 *ftTO TOC** 1 *T:TO £*fon*H' 
CTO f*fl> kTOr fTO TO¥l^ f**jf*TTm TOC¥t CRTRI *t* I ¥f*-f*¥R, fTOl-f*TPR, C^-fTOl, 

^*f%* *:*%, 4¥ 4¥^i f**c* fro* fro c*3*r* *rf** f*fs^ f*^**m?r* f*cs 

TOr 1 

*TOCf* fro* f#J f#J ¥TC*T*R *TRT* TOC* I TO* fTOTC^' CTOl *1* **TOf 

a *T¥ 00 tot* to ftrors toc* i ^t*sic¥ to* tots to ora cmScmcw 

ft fts TOT* »tfH ?f** ¥*CS TO I 

TO *ltp ¥f*t to RfVs CTOT* TOtC# C* TOT TOCf* SI *W(TOt f**f I f#»J- 

Jroimcif tp wnrfrc ** *c*r iron ^o to 4ctotc* crow , tom to mit to *ct, f#i 0 * Walt* 

TOT TO CTOTTO TOf *1 *TC¥ *1 1 ^fJP 5f¥#T TO TO 00 TO I fTOl-TO%¥ 4**TO* CTOT 
TORO* TO *TCS C*TO TOlt* TOM *1 1 TOTO m*T** ftm TOC#t TOTORT TOT I TOR 
fTOR fTOl TOC# TO¥i TOl TO TOC*!* Cl* ¥fl \ 
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w#iren itim ton men ci toi Pitt 4 cm ^ cwtft pitwl m i m cftirfl 
r^p® w cwwm mwi tefti wcm siren cf tt*f wtor® intnn dtm wwn wen i 

imrw wtfto ton *Kfae3 to wm 4 ms nwi i n m i n^n m wfif, isnmr wtift, 
if wftfc tFsfo wto&i m wfiff lenrt, to ram ton umn 4H5 w I’nmi sftftnm w 
if n w s tew m tn ton fefc toft wcito ‘fn$ 4ti’ 1 «*$ 4ft 4 sirwto fa$ 4tem ntwwr wto 

Pltf flWM Wim WTW ’PR 4 eief I toi "9 WlTtm Sy® Cftl! ItirrSTfnwn 1 CW flfTO limn TOWi 

jft ratoi toft wro to 1 mm ton mm ir;m to nrei toi 4 tfe^jnwSwito to 
S w mwrftcwi 4wm mwn 4W wfrto nfimnrn. 4 it 4t nfiwwiew ▼turrit wnu wv 
^wn 

m} tofem to ittnn fimm wrw n*f mi c^ito nfro 1 mi *rw ito ton TOti 
,ftws 1 fimm ton fatof wm mriTen ton to cirem wfifi fientefc' 1 it tort' 
mns irtfcrf fitonn wi3cm cirri itn 1 41 recommendation wcwtew wtfrwft wim ton 
wreirwn cm itcit ni 4 t?s nirs 1 

n ito *tot tftoi nfc yen irton stri 1 fi to wrm fnwtwrnns Sto 13 wronrti 
m m 1 4 m$ w? cnrrwi 41 wti top 1 f*to wren tnwi we* mm frmei cism 

, tpm wii mm nvtor wren 1 iito wresi frrwn f nwm icn 411 crefi sirff mfiTOn 
inrwn mmn mi *rfto ftmn tot if® ciqh nw to nr? 1 tftontn ifto fliam Wf 
w^wnn nrm; cisu n, 3 Tem wfi' «rtfri it}ew rci 1 ifo mien bt*tt ci nrmT im 
ntn - 3 R mns to m ^tos nto?^ 1 inf* nton m cm !ffo i^n w cni to 
to cm to sim to torm fifo^f torn toi to to i to*f cwnn tjf^^nn TOcn 
new ton 4 -fe-rn-^ « wtot c-i im wtomn eifn^n wrnn wtoi i wren ero 
tofen wn 1w wm to cn nnr# 15m win wien €m 1 nfiw^^m n nrwn wtw 

'rin irmi ^#1 4 W 5 irfr ^rfttor, 5 t^ 4 wrSe^^, fanrtT 9 4 tomm 41*1^' 4 i; 4 fcfn 

^TTTfll TOTl 43 Wll 

TOen (Tfe^n-wn itfn clew t|m wrwn mn wrm 1 4 TOew ttoiTt ieil 
fiero cm fnero 1 tnnrfni we new ton ton wteitwi nie^ 1 wnen wfoeiti iwtom 1 
applied chemistry ton CTO TONt ci^ ^wmcri wiwtyn 1 ficTO ton sin TOT Cl 
n ^f% ersn ion vtvs* ^ Snw wtl TO? n lent 3 tcn mn 1 4 H wfsciren tf%- 
wn irfr to it:nn yr#i mi nrw 1 

if*nn iftoi wnroi wn mi icro ; 41: cm in ci itm^t itwtfn oreia itwr^ jifni ^ 
ifocwi cml wto TOf 1 TOm wen 13 iwn mrmfr tf^to tom clew ton 

ijwi to 1 5180-85 to iwn to tftito wen towh an % ww, mrfiw fen or 5 wi, 

irtfen *<ro wn t wenew ^o'*! 4 ?e ^%fnw wenew 5^'^ wni i^wn ir%i cwn m3 cit 1 
toi cwu citei, imw, 411 fw ^tori ^ nrtfewen ^inren a? c «9 itinn imren wrri W 3 TW 
cifrln 1 1 fwfnw toi s ton ton to imne^i to wme3 to 41: n wie 3 to 3Ten 
wto 1 ton itn it^w wn nrt to.w, ton w cie^t toci to fin 1 fen ci 3 n irro, 
nr^r fwewi m itto 1 ton wnen nrtrr ^ww ntoto wn 4 w mrww irrfi 1 mrfiw « Sib 
ton 115 wtw 43 cie? froew ci ito nrtoi new n^n hb BTnrenrt wrw wftn WiHn to 
^ r%?cw 1 mrfiw s Sbb torew mwnfto wto to ton hb wirert to i 4 t wem nwn 
to nwtfr nnrein 1 *to men wfim wen t tprrrw fen wt^t ^wewi nrte»y^ti mri wto 
to new wfti ften it m fwent wrw mfnei to nrei 1 

Ito w ipr ntoti nrcwi fnm u;nn ton nrw fit wi 1 4 t wi nrew? «n cirti 
wwi 3 W mm Sbb toi 3 Twnrn w* 5 tfnj 1 enten epifto toewi cm to 5 < n trwi enren 
ft to itwn trwi ittm cum w fwme w c*-m wir#^n 1 fnto nryt w wnrm cwtn cm 
tofcwi mmi wmrlten ci 3 n*fnwwen fwnti wnwi iwi cW^i it wniwi ft m wiew 
^Wtcw den n^id^n 4 ffw nwi w* 1 
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tofcror ftorflr «riw or toi TO orttofc *tor <5 m r 

ft^or# ^ 4* tot* toot 'm toff toic* *j?tm to 4tros \ *Pm to ^ froft *r$ 
to* ftto to* i ftftlt %*, toff^trto, to aft, cy^ffti 4 TOm cw w*rorf 
TOTOF5 too? 1 cntf%nr^ ‘*tto*totoiff ’ wtof tott* fSTTOrei Technicium4? 
to* to 4*1 crm totr totc* fTOR 1 TOttor 4tc*fMcw4 fto to flam tot tototi 
totc* wtfirotfffi orttoE frfcftTO? crone fa*R <mrtro f s *ro i^ro so, cron's fi 
ffffxj ct*H 1 *n off to* rors ^ cTOf, ton? w 4or (’!’'to 4?] fcr^fto fto-3tto 
tor to 1 furors *tw ror cwt^rstfa ctsth *ornr ftc# *i, 4TOt$ tforffm fr^fto 
♦ffiftcf* 1 

MAULANA HAJI MUHAMMAD QUA8EM : TOrfft Speaker TOrmr, roft 
TO3 sff or tori wi f%t-TR cror ronri 4 5 * ft* 1 ^3 tor to oft* o* 

V* CTWff Effl ftCWE TOT 0T371 TOTTS OrEl faff *ft TOT¥ f3f ffSff] ftmff 

totct? i w TOR TOr fffrffi toi toK ^sEi mpffj *i ^mrPTT ▼*! tosi, 

WtWCf !Jff tort! ’TtFtD TO*, 3T053 0T* Em ffffr TOTt* I TR^R fit fCSTTOff 4fTOf 

wtft jf wffto TO! Fit or to orc tori ’ifCf tor torsfi tor 4!t Old scheme 
TORI# *RT TON!! 4 TOj Effn f*R TOT or t 4ft New Soheme4$ or High 

ftiffff fffffT osm free* tsts fcffc f* i totot tfff cwm cro m *i8tE 
Girls’ High 4*; Junior ffspn tot:*; 3ff to ofr =rpnr ft*i ^*tt wrf* ron wfa or 
Girls 4 High 4*; Junior rtmt? to TO® rrm ro5 *tfor ^rmi vrrro i 

TO^ti wow f|f i m ^or or 1) ftonr w tr C3R tfnrtBR ^ ; 3trs ^rrf% ottai 
mr, '•nrt'tr i 4 ^rtft wi 3gor rc¥< ^cu «orf^ i f%i to or 

wr ?’o5 ; TOC3R cto fc*mr ^rt i TOt«n cw of m3 ^rs tooror tporm i 

4 vz TOtrr #r 3R ^tc*n ^ ^ rrr arm^i 3tror 3m ^rtoix aofot to sn, 

4Wft Culture nnrroR tor toc^t ^i, fa far 31 ort'i cnor Jrtm i TO4^ ^rrf> rotm* 
wyiTs fir3 or to srnsTTO tff3 or ftor otm or 4^ stspnufir TO3 ^ttTO 
TO *tt ^ TO TO to TO*N ?HF^R 5TR I faff TO *Ttfa TO#*! ^to to Mt ^t’TO TOR 
fftfi, 4t to All India Sori Conference4 TO*tTOl oro^r or 4TO TOO# 

TO TO w^rfo to#i o Muslim l^ague4# to^TO 4^1 !f#R TO*! TOTO TOtw I TO® 

"Ctl TOTO 4 f* taTOl TOt^f 3 toCTO TO[H ; 4 #; TOR #3 TOwt wRRRl JTVCf’l TOOR 
SoroRl ’ft’RtOTO f*tfOT 'fl'RTOf# TOCftfel TOT^ I TORtCTO TOtJ5f% OfOf TOl TOPTS 
JR TO I CTO« TORtOR ¥3TOntf 4TO tof TO TOOT'S «TJTf# TO ?n I ff34f 
c nt3tO! f f? TORPn 4 TOT 0 R flftTf neglect f OR 3TTO TO 3f#VT05 ^TOR TOTCTO TO! 
f¥ TO Ollfl WPRTfl 4flf to TOC3 TOR I 4ft #R^ff S#1 IlTOTO TO tofl f^CITf 
▼ti oi v TOfR, TOr Arabic ffto otm«r# toff tffe or TO« toi toi ^n tot w i 4TO 
tff3 to 4f^ *11* ’tfcartcH JTffffT to ^rFPnsfsr Old Scheme, New Scheme 4ft Girls’ 
Junior 4ft High frypn, TO® ntoto to TOr 3ff frm tocto i 

Boardings Wfi TORI to TOR ?r toci to tor ftiffff TO Boarding 

OTTO! wciff OTTO wf3 fffRT TORT TOm TO i District Boards wtcf TOfR WCf’fii 
toff TO TO TO I 4*TO frtff TOftl sit fCTOOff 4to »f wtof TOft Of TOR TOtTOS^ 

Boaidingsi toti wtn^ tor to fofir TOtfi sfrtn to frowt toti wrR i tot tor 
4 iff >r#n TOR fV| TOrff to i Primary toi fTOS wffff sft TOff ffoff forcff r 
or ffCl TOtw f%| #TO 5 5 Tt =n I Sffft TORI ffCft TORS TO TOR l TOl Wff 4 fVCl 
4W| toURI WTOI 

KHAN BAHADUR NU RAZZ AM AN : ifflti Speaker TOfff, TOff ffn TOW TO TOT* 
OR fftff ft 4W^1 TO fTOI I Wfffl toi fTOT fffffffK fffftffl OTTf TOO ftffl TO, 1% ItW^t 
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*fi # w fro i fa%fawnc*nm' suti fi^TOti 4 tTOtTOiiflTOi 
r iw’c^ f-rTO *rm 4 C¥TO* to m i 4 t* f**i fro ran fffti 4 mrti m to* **? 

r i Universitvcs to* totoi to froc* i f*i wntw ro *rfir miwwh vn mro Bit 
erf) m* fro ram tou i mf* 4* *m *f* <* e* rin si m to* cn rin firo 

pin to m. f-w ^ m 1 ^ ^ m fSV1 ***** 1 ***** «W 

^ ^ urfwi, *rmi Ttftmn crof*. tou faro* Ttto *f*i, f*i toot 

L, to to* *tro i c* mtrs m mw tow rwrs crti wn, *ot toot 

Lj£_ *RT^S TO 41 c v C 44 Tt^TTJ! TOf*. 4 m TOTI 4 C* WC* W^'SFf ¥ff-~ 

|^ *flf$ qf] | ^tSTf? TOP ¥T$tmjW TO* TOT? I TOm 4 *R ¥41 WTO 5 

*tfrs cro i of m mwtfl tfc^OT to srm ot to **n* Jtfirs to *m 
m ^ gw* f^s toi <*>toi fro to c’i’rtrc mtfir* wmi crow mflmsi at to cro* 

|ttn m t mvro *ot tow to* otot ^ *** «*ct fa% mrm cmft ram ftf ri i 
i (* **s ’irort to 4fr Defective fOTi t flfri 4*fr Admitted fact 4WOT 

f-w fa? c*m ri »*, cro fa* fa *to sn r« res nrew oti c^tw 

mJn ^ , **OT mro to 5« frow c»w r*M4. f* ¥fcn c*rs n^irfrs *nci 
■ * f^ ^|H (’ommittw to Report r^i tow» Off Rej^rt ^f*wn flTO 


rpiTi pirifH i 

flrmi of rif *fi !f<f* of, totc»w wfa ri, *ym 55^1% ri, 
rm wtfn &jfr ri, cwri imi c*rc ri sn, twrfn i n TOmu *rrot 
»TNR c^5 rzf , *w »I»M ^ TO1 tef I fvi 4? C4 srrn fror*. ow TOi 

*WF"i c*r-f ^ o^S <?r5 c«r 4 TO cn ffw to, ct *4^5 TO* 

fffkvi CTO c*-n I ^3 cn-t *faf ^rfs4 r*n ^i *ifr5 ?m .11 1 ¥rnrmr 

faf ^ ow rcTO TO, fVi mft TO to wto c**H et¥i ctw wnri 

4 ,. ¥ f^ ^ cro Sj? **c^ m re*, mf* f^ 5 ?i mfi cn ”tTO 

iltmc^ c*roi ^f3 re* *i i TOfli cm:* 4tK3 m, TOrc** cto* to *m to; ji*; 

xrtfmt ^t*I *tS51* *f5 5C3 4*t C^ITTO TS CTO **Cf C* ^'tCft C5i!l fW *1 O R, 

rs fTO* \firoe €nri ert* m c*^, cTO* TOr* mvi w** m i toc^i cto* 
fr r f? ^n ^ c* to *f* ^rc%, ^ 5^*r ™ cn to m, TO a c«to 

c*TO* TO* to* s^rfs »'CTO c*m^i c*? fa* toi vr* i mm of cto *t^i c*r-nr 
TO*t*r *CH* C*-n, ffl <3*9 *TTO TO CTO m* * 1 , VltTO *C*, 4¥*r* TOC* ^tf 
nr* *«mi i 4 ** mmc** ofor cmrf* m* to ** mScto win fchi i 

*1 4 * 1 * *f^F TOC* TO W ** I *tTO *ft Ort P 3 fl *Cf a ft**l TO ** rff J ¥TO* 1 
I 15 TC* 5 t* TO C**"t TOf re* <51 * 51*1 *TO *1 l 4 ft* ** CTO *<9 ¥* 1 , ** CTO 

c*i^i omt* *m ; to* *n*i to *c** *f*m* *cro r 5 fc»* ci*tc 5 to (% ¥c* toito 

To wfTO TO C**"t TOTO1 TO I «rmTOTOTOC*TOfrlTO TOl, TO CTfCWt, Cfri 
TO1 fTORI TO ; fTO TOOT C*C* TOCTO1 TO TO TO TO«tfa wft TO*, TO aero *1 ¥5 
¥*1 TO ?CTO 1 *t *9 cn^i c**TO fTO mi ; TO* c*TO to, to tots, w toc* ctO to* 
fa TO TO1 TO I ri It TOCTO *? TOl I TOW* TOOT C*C1 Sehool4 *lf* 

*tr*i TO *tfc fro *rtft *f* c* !fC5T¥ School 4 % fTOFi to TO5: Matriculation 
*rfr*^f* Reader, ^f* f*»OT cto *$ *T^r ram wto 4 *: c*ei TOOT (TOOT c**rt 
Mark4T3 TO TOC5 TO 1 rim ri TOTH* TO fTOl TOCl Matriculation TOC1 ^ 

<trro 4 m crorm to to TO *to, cmfro cto &jfi to i 
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*11 *** ** •m to fWti i ** ** *m ci ** in ®tc® *® c*tft c*tft fct*i tot 
arm ci mt ci toi c*ra limn *ff, cro Account *t, cro *rft*roi ** i to* 

1*1 *im cro icnti* *$ ; to to *, e* to *, c*-**n ** j ^t* to itn to i* ** 
to* i*i *nti *i*nft **n* iff i *t*pfi cro *i** i*i *i*i wit i* i* fi, 
1 * i* to*, i* i* *ti*n, t® i® ct*n TO irtfi ftf*vra *iti *iti f*i yrrro 

fill TOl CTO, lfr« <4*1 *ft tfltl C*H, 4TO TO* 1*1 *1*1 *17, *% ^ff®l *17, f*f 
*11 nil i TOff wtTO in w iticn !*fi *17 cm School, College *ic® 5i, cm stvn 
▼** n, to* 1*1 *1*1 *i 7 <3 c®ifi n*n i *c® c* 15* n to ci ivci froi i® 4 ®n 
* 1 * 77 * i TO imicii in *f« i TO *$t frofim, m*n n cir* to re* tor* ci 4 *i 
* 4 ® *r TOl farro, ci ®t*n f* to cto *frcn wtfin i to *tro to n ci ificn fkf***i 
TO fiitidi cm TOfti* »i*n to *1713 ft* iu*®rci TOin* mti 1 


to TO ** fc*f® f-r*i ltd 11c® &ff 1 to* 15 din *fi ci to* f*f*F 3 , — 
( Here the member reached the time limit. ) 

Mr. Speaker : You have reached your time-limit ; please sit down. 

HU8AN ARA BEGUM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wunt to draw the attention 
of the House to the condition of girls’ education in Bengal, especially in 
Calcutta. There is u dearth of girls’ education especially Muslim girls’ 
education, in Bengal. Lucknow in the United Provinces is quite a small 
town compared to Calcutta, but, there they have facilities lor many colleges 
and educational institutions for girls. The girls’ schools and colleges in 
Calcutta are inadequate, for during the past few years the Muslim girls 
are progressively coining forwurd for education. At present we have only 
two schools, the Sakhwat Memorial High School and the Nuhrawardy Memo- 
rial School which is a middle English school. The M. A. 0. Girls" 
School, of w’hich my humble self is the founder, has been transferred during 
the war emergency period out of Calcutta. It will be coining back to 
Calcutta by the beginning of next year. Now in these two schools there 
are many girls who cannot get admission at the present moment. No I 
would request the Hon’ble Minister to give special attention to the cause 
of muslim girls’ education. The Calcutta Corporation to which 1 am thank- 
ful have given facilities for the education of girls. But that too is not 
sufficient, although they arc doing their best. It is the Government whom 
1 ask to come forward and solve this problem. It will not be out of place 
to mention that we have at the present moment one training school for 
Muslim women students in Calcutta, and even that Muslim Primary Train- 
ing School which had been working in Calcutta has been transferred since 
1942 to Suri. I do not know when it will come back to Calcutta, it is a 

g reat drawback to the training of Muslim girls. I would request the 
lon'blo Minister to appoint a women educationists’ committee which will be 
able to solve the problem of girls’ education in Bengal, and I hope special 
attention should he paid bv them to t he selection of text books. So without 
wasting the time of the Ilouse I would request the Hon’ble Minister to 
have a women educationists’ committee as soon as possible. I would like 
to mention that Miss Gupta, Inspectress of Schools, had done very great 
propaganda about six Years ago in forming an Education Week in Bengal. 
Then there was an Education Week — Western Bengal Education Wees — 
in which much work had been done in bringing educationists from other 
parts of Bengal to Calcutta. I have spoken to Miss Gupta about it and I 
have been promised ever^ help in this matter so that we could have another 
propaganda week like that in Calcutta. At the present moment, everything 
is at a standstill. I, therefore, presume that the Hon’ble Minister ’would 
pay special attention to form a Women’s Committee of Education. 

Mr. CBRAHIM KHAN. Sir, I am afraid I shall be failing in my duty 
if I do not support every word which has fallen from the lips of the honour- 
able speakers who have just discussed before me about the insufficient 
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vision in almost every branch of education in our country. Sir, I shall 
It take much of your time by speaking on a number of subjects. 1 shall 
jatly invite your attention to the sad lot of the primary teachers. Con* 
fences have been held in subdivisions, conferences have been held in dis- 
Icts, conferences have been held in provincial headquarters. Deputations 
ive been sent up, resolutions have been drafted and forwarded, and all 
L ese possibly have been relegated to the waste paper basket because we find 
t e ff e ct that the worse than beggarly allotments that have been made for 
ie increase of the salary of the teachers are practically an insult to the 
ijurv on the primary teachers. It is a standing reflection on the intellec* 
tal leaders of the country that they have permitted these primary teachers 
i rot in the condition in which they have been for years together. I think 
aless a definite assurance is given by the Hon’hlc Minister in charge that 
iomething more will be done than what has been provided for in the budget 
for bettering the lot of these primary teachers there would he a definite 
revolt in the rank and file of the primary teachers. 

I would next invite your attention, Sir, to the very insufficient provision 
for the supervision of these primary schools. Most of these Sub-Inspectors, 
so far as I know, are engaged in doing more clerical work than inspection 
work and it is a universal complaint, at least in my part of the country, that 
no education worth the name is being imparted in most of the primary 
gt bools in mofussil. It is, therefore, extiemelv important that just as the 
prospects and the salary of the teachers should he improved at the earliest 
possible opportunity so also much more efficient arrangement must be made 
tor the efficient teaching in the schools that are already existing in the 
country. 

Next I would invite the attention of the Hon'hle Minister in charge to 
the primary education among the girls in mofussil side. Some years Tbaqk 
a scheme of co-education in the primary schools was formulated and 
enforced. Kightly or wrongly mofussil parents have practically declined 
to send in their girls to primary schools for boys and it has been seen for 
years together that the scheme has not proved a success so far as co-education 
is concerned. The result has been that where formerly some independent 
primary girls schools existed, at present though general schools have multi- 
plied in number, those for girls must have multiplied in the negative side, 
and it iB difficult to find a free primary school for girls in hundred villages. 
I feel that that scheme of co-education should be abolished and separate 
institutions for the girls should he provided without any further delay. 

Next I would invite the attention, just as a learned and honourable 
friend has done before, of the Hon'ble Kdncation Minister to madrasah 
education. That education is being sadly neglected. I know that in answer 
to this complaint the old tale would no told and retold that there is a 
shortage of money. I have never been able to appreciate the worth of this 
kind of contention. When there is a war in the country money is focnd 
from possible aifd impossible sources and in our country ours is a condition 
of war — war against ignorance — and as our noble Prophet said centuries 
ago, of ail crusades the crusade against ignorance is the noblest, we should 
take up the question of education in that spirit of crusade and should be 
prepared to find money from possible and impossible sources. We cannot 
rest satisfied like “progressive realisation of Self-Government” of Mr. Lloyd 
George, with the hope of progressive realisation of educational ideals. We 
cannot go to the grave with the holy consolation that our great-great- 
grandsons will find primary education universal and compulsory in the 
country when grasses will grow on our graves. We want to see the thing 
before we go to our grave; we want to see that our country has already 
made rapid progress in the field of education and in the field of progress. 
I therefore once again invite the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the 
imperative necessity of making immediate arrangement in all these direc- 
tions. 

With these words, Sir, I resume my seat. 
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Of. MOZAMMEL HOMAIi : mftv Speaker rortn, wtft fffl! # rft «n honour- 
«ble *wi *ictf n *c*ftf* $1 w'? ¥ft i c¥3Ri * r famcTf fan cvn fro cto fro *r*foi 

wq* nfiNtJf «rffti 4v s crt *1 w* j f fe r f i cn ftwi ^ tffire m *1 i 

41 nr* «ftft im^ti i#t iwfren {t pfr fiici 4t¥li wfk i grrff oti 4* ci constituency 
fipttci ii cwin film ifa c*r*rcn technical fiver fiwi cram intiv mi n n «rcv* 
<w*fr flfd irn I 5Wft n engineering 4* pto Vfex Wfir urs 5 tft* i cwn fmfci 
constituency firim tjr^Tf cwii n constituency ctev agc u ii if% cieiti intm mi imtf, 
Itre «tn if stetft n Engineering mti ftoi !p«r mt *fm I 4frc* it ci«fi fcfro 1 
4fi -Mi fwfti icif ci tftitimi ci ii vrrr vrn mn wsra intni imfm cirtt 
representative* ci w OTfi etc* vrreefiT H. E. School fceft* i ci 

school yfl bl50 1S11 5T^ ?C19 ST*1 4tl9 C*Rll ItlflT *t> ll*flt intll Itl H I 411 
f* bi50 l^lCfl *ft**ti Cl H school affiliation C’tnm cif 11 school 3 grants- in-aid 
11 cwpf ifirij *ni iff f iirTnrc ic 17 frvi mc3 itT 5 i*:ic m school 

oft fcnjp iwiT *mr m fir* ifr® 4*| «jt tre* ci«ru irfi inlfi fawi isi irrncn ^t 
WT*tl * 11 , C*H 1 lf%T*mw Cictl representative w 1 wfin *f*f lit i^n n ic^rcm 71 wtft 
Hi 1 *fl, (1 primary fmicn C*3513 ^fi mi lfH/t I ifT5 free primary fawi *fcr 
st«l w «fi wm *rfi wrarr rs wmtfr* i 

Mr. TAFAZZAL ALI: Mr Speaker, Sir, this morning 1 will confine 
myself solely to the problem of primary education in this Province. I will 
delilwuutely refrain from speaking on secondary education, because l 
understand that legislation for improving the secondary education of the 
Province is under the contemplation of the Government. 1 will present, 
♦Sir, only three aspects of primary education in Bengal before the House! 
Broadly all the honourable members will agree with me that the sponsors 
of the Primary Education Act hud ccrtaiuh in their view free primary 
education in this Province, hut as a matter of practice 1 have found that 
the p liman education that is being imparted to the province of Bengal 
now is not really free. In spite of the fact that tenants have got to pay tax 
at the rate of pice u rupee they are not allowed a free primary school in 
their areu until they construct the building at their own cost, provide for 
the furniture and all other instruments necesssary for running a primary 
school as well as the land. After they have incurred all the expenditure 
they are given the privilege of having only three lowlv-paid teachers, 
generally half-educated teachers, to teach the hoys of that particular insti- 
tution. I urn speaking from the experience of my district among about two 
thousand free primary schools opened in my ' district— it has not been 
possible in any one case to open a free primary school solely at the cost of 
the District School Board of Tipperu. 

Another aspect of primary education in Bengal is that supervision that 
is exercised on primary education is hopelessly inadequate? In one parti- 
cular police station there is only one officer to supervise the primary educa- 
tion of TO to ^ 100 free primary schools iu that area. Since one Sub- 
Inspector of Schools bus got to supervise so many schools, it is physically 
impossible for him to keep an effective check either on the attendance of 
teachers or 011 the attendance of hoys. As a member of the District School 
Board of Tipperu I have found that in many cases unfortunately neither the 
boys nor the teachers do their duties as efficiently and as faithfully as are 
expected of both of them. It is bound to be so due to the scant supervision 
that is exercised on these free primary schools. I do not know whether 
Government have yet thought oY any scheme for exercising more effective 
supervision' over the running of these free primary schools in the ruial 
areas. 

The third aspect that I want to place before the House has been referred 
to by two honourable speakers, namely „ the low wages that are being offered 
to the teachers of free primary schools. I would not call it “pay”; I would 
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pjl it wages. The result has been this. During the pre-war period we, 
ilurtieularly in our district, had been able to attract a good number of 
iatriculates to work as teachers of free primary schools, hut because of the 
rar these matriculates have been attracted to posts of better remuneration 
lue to the opening up of various departments both* temporary and permanent 
iv the Government of the Province as well as by the Central Government. 
Hie result has been that it is very difficult to tinrl out at the present moment 
>ne matriculate even in five schools. I happen to be connected with one 
ree primary school directly, because it is under the Committee of Manage- 
nent of a iligh English School ot which 1 have the privilege of being ine 
President. I can say that it has lieen impossible lor me to find out a 
natrieulate to serve in this free primary school section of the high school, 
:>ecause of this low pay. Government have got to take up these three things 
immediately. First of all, Government must make it realty free and not 
raddle the poor men with another burden of finding out the land, the house, 
the furniture and all other instruments of tin* institution. Secondly, 
Government should find out a more effective method of supervising the 
running of the schools. And last but not the least Government should also 
find out money to pay better wages to the teachers of the schools in order 
to get the best of them and in order to attract good workers to work in these 
free primary schools. 

Mr. 8HARFUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 would only say a 
few words about primary education. Of course many aspects of this nPo- 
hlcm have been discussed here, but 1 would only say that like* the Iloly 
Homan Empire, the free primary education that is now in existence in gome 
form in this province is neither free, nor compulsory, nor is it any education 
at all. Like the Holy Homan Empire there arc only three words and three 
mistakes. It is neither holy, nor is it Roman, nor is it an empire. It is, 
exactly like that. When this matter was taken up by the sponsors of the 
Act as just now suggested by ft colleague of mine there wus certainly the 
idea that primary education in Bengal should Ik* overhauled thoroughly. 
That was the idea so far as I remember when Mr. Azizul lluque went oil 
tour in the districts of Bengal and spoke about the subject and that was 
probably at the time of Mr. Xazimuddin when he was an Executive Coun- 
L'illor. That was the idea which was expressed and given to the rural areas 
of Bengal. People fondly hoped that they were going to have a new system 
of primary education. With that idea they took it up. And everyone of 
my colleagues sitting over there will, 1 hope, remember that primary edu- 
cation was allotted to the district boards of Bengal, and the educationists 
of Befigal, particularly the experts, used to describe it as a fifth wheel of 
the district board machinery and the main idea was to remove that fifth 
wheel from the system of education. With that idea u new body, a separate 
body, was to be set un to look after primary education, because the district 
boards having done their other duties and having given their attention to 
public work*, medical, health, communications and other things had practi- 
cally no inclination to devote themselves to the spread of primary educa- 
tion. From my personal experience of one of the premier district hoards of 
Bengal, I can say that when this Primary Education Act was passed, one 
of tile educational experts, namely, J)r. .Jenkins personally approached me 
and he placed before me the very same idea, namelv, that they were going 
lo relieve the district hoards of ftengal of their burifen and they were going 
to give better and more efficient education. 

With that idea probably I was the first District Board Chairman in 
Bengal to agree and on a careful calculation a sum of Ha. 70,000 was set 
ipart for the district of Mymensingh for facilitating that scheme. Mymen- 
ungh was the first district which came forward to accept the scheme. 8o 
far as I remember I also as Chairman of the district board supported the idea 
md promised to the district^ that primary education was going to be free, 
compulsory, more efficient and more beneficent, but nothing of the sort has 
yet been done. For more than ten years schemes and senemee are going 
I 
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on but nothing is being produced. Of course, we hear that something is 
going to be produced in the shape of experimental compulsion and it is yet 
to be seen. So far as the system of working of the Primary Education Act 
is concerned, from practical experience, it has been seen that School Boards 
have been set up in most of the districts, but the executive of those School 
Boards are fettered by official, I mean the District Inspector of Sc hwils, who 
is the Secretary of the District School Board. Now the Secretary and the 
District School Board Executives are always at loggerheads. The Secre- 
tary seldom agrees with the non-officials and their quarrel is going on. 
Again the Sub- Inspectors of Schools are under the control of the Secretary 
of the District School Board. They are permanent officials of Government, 
and they hardly listen to the President or the Vice-President of the School 
Board. The result is that bills are not drawn up in proper time. The 
Chairman passes orders but they won't make out the bills for six months. 
The poor primary school teachers are not paid more than Its. 10 for six 
months together. It is really a very unfortunate position. To get pay so 
late is equivalent to no pay. So things must be improved. This Secretary 
business should be finished. Non-officials should he made completely 
independent. At present they have nothing to do with the control of the 
Sub-Inspectors of Schools. If they have got to work under the District 
School Board, they must be placed under the control of the School Board 
Executives. So in order to achieve it the whole Act has got to be amended 
with a view to making it workable. 

# I would, therefore, request the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education 
to go deep into the matter and come up with a suitable amending Bill so 
that all the anomalies may be removed and the object for which the Primary 
Education Act was passed may be fulfilled to the satisfaction of the rate- 
payers of the province. 

MOULANA ABDUL HAI : wtT 7 *raf*ffe 7K77 : f-rwi Tfci to* wicron tctr 47; 
tttoi education to s to ct totto ctv7 to tottfti tohr i to wfft <?r* 77 f*m* *71 
IV| si* sn i wrft ** to 5t* c7 top m faro, 7t;?n cvr-ra yrspro faro 

ct*i TOtore 71 4C77<Tfa i <?r* 4RPP?tc7* rr^ crow 

<71 7TO CTOl facw 7RTC77 ******** 
crow n$i trrsrf TO* thto i or*fi m c7 ^ m\ *;ti*> fifvs cTtaot- 

C77 C7TO OfU? f?T5 7C7C7, TO1 CWtTH *1TC7 71 VI TO I C7«T77 TOT7 fatTO 7C5$ C7 

- TOon TOnThr f«r*i ?fr Trm 4 faro cr to to vfc tor r !jrro district 4 4**i to 
C5R old scheme tITOi 77 47; TO5 Ttrm cv'Gin 77 1 7^5 old scheme TtTOi C7«fa 
neglected 5fn i 7%r77i, RtntRi tffe TOttTO <r* i ttiv, tjrt? TOtfcwTf, 
Trrop * * * * * * 1 b ( m, d 

fro irltfow fwwn i to toti c 7 «nf tofr wtt toU 47 ; TTfwro •rtfrorm to 
TO n TtRI CTTO f7*JW TO TOft <71* *fTf%TTW CTOM TtfVTO TOC7? follow *705 TO I 
cr* crow Trfvw fro cro wtt C7 to old scheme Ttroi TOtf , wror v:r77 *f7$ ttoj 
TO! 4 7 R TO TOTE* C7* TfaTTfl W7T *T¥1 TOl 777 ¥71 77 71* I 4 TO C¥7 CTflTTI, fTO7 

TOf ^TH min istry *ttfviR ministry C5 ctr 4 t*7 cttcwi t 4*1 7$* ^IC77 Ittx i 

TOTO TOR fTCTO 7175 C7 4* WtfTO $C771 TO TO, 4 Off CTO 5f¥#t TTwft 

WTO fcTO 71*1 TOTW1 47; 77tW n$TC7 I 4W7T TOfl TOTTfos, 

itfrs I f¥i TO 151771 7FJTO7 7T7TI 7T71 77, C7 Bffffl TOCWl TO *5 TO 7VT1 CTO 

WTO MttTf C7 7TR1 CTO 4*t f5f771 TOR 7C7, C7* TO CTO71, 7171 old Bcheme 7T3T71 
C7TO TO 7HTC7 <5tf1 <7T* % fTfl TOfTO 7tf¥7 7C7 47t ^5tC77 ^t77 7t*R THRU 4¥*1 

TPrn to i fro to *ftre ct* BIth tocwi cto tjtti 77f7 1 to 4* trtoi riot 4 

TOR TOW 7R7* CTO5 *nm C7 TOTO JTORTfl STWtft ¥7TO TO, 4 7RTO TO « 7RTO TO 

fVlfR) TOtft WC77 TOl WTT77 C7 4* t&Tf* 7TO 5t*TO f%| C7*l TO 7^ 
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4 * ffan college wit n TO5 jcto $TOfi ro:--4W& old scheme itmrn <TO mi iH 
wro vtfwn to ; <4?; im *rfa cro, m crfl cift «rov $ii <w$ win tot n, 
4 Tv TO faCTO * ftfTOl TOTTS *TO *1 Tfal Clt VtfaTOf ftfaKItl TO I TO 4 ! Wtfa 
fiw prft c ir tociii wfa c* w*?f? to irroi tjfoti to* tot ci* c*fr to* 4*t roro 
TO to 8 fan tow TOia ci* iron to* 4 it mm crow jmtroi <mn TO fcfa TO i 
?T«Hfe*i *Tfarlt*i TO*rft 4 * ministry farTOl TOtf 7 T»l IW 1 TO CI* TOtf^Wf 
fancy . i*f !fH it* fro tti tjiroi *rrn to* i TO tok*ti f%w<r ci 4 ifa Parliamentary 
Secretary TOW* tftTOi TO»i wrtfTTO , tfm Parliamentary Secretary ¥fl 
flTO I 4 4 iti bluff cv$n ft$t TO fVj ill Parliamentary Secretary Of 

to fawn to w rom uci ci ro TO fa$ wifa*i i fa to* o<tt\ frtwi iftit 

TO TOl nr ifa H3TITI TOT faj TOT *1 TO CVfW f 4 fait! WWCWI !fTTl*1 TO ^CTO* 

fa ? W54* TO tocit* ifa TO^hr tfit* *41 ivwci nq old scheme ititu im 

4*; ®fan tow iro irm to mm iiuttot ci* nfc to* i . 

Mr. 8PEAKER* 1 understand that Mrs. An war a Khatun wants to 
speak. Sin* may speak now, and she will lu* the last speaker after which 
the Hon’ble Minister will reply. 

Mrt. ANWARA KHATOON : m-rito Speaker icvm : TO crocv* f*wi ntf 
ms® faro* fro wt*tmn irot* tor* tot bt* i *;** cvrcii ci *fo»f ci ifru iwrt to- 
c**, frfa vivtTi licit row* 4 *: to* rai irtcn nci faj to* fa i ittcn iro fit tfi 
cro m*rt c*t i fan TO tot Mt ci. mm iroro irti cro m® cro representa- 
tives distriet4i tot, cnf* mn citu kbt districts cfcro* 

high school 4*: M. E. school *Til TO5 1 TOtTO* ratio w^TO 

toro'j toto* ^fasi tto *tfa i Population toto acmt *f nr 

wciw- -fans *:c** fro croc** w* j *tr*i *» c*ti tfr^rf districts «nrs: to 

Government Imys’ school c**i *03 tstt TO<I3 *1^ wfa C* JR5«fa boys’ st^hool 
TOf tot: TTQfa Government girls’ s(*h(X)l TOn TOO* t croc** school 

«facT *TOt* ore TO* TOW TOfafi I girls’ 8ch(K)l ufacT CTO teacher 41 

4TO^ TOT* I TOTOt* 1 TOT* CTO fafTOl TOW *0311 It! I if Post Graduate cro 
TOtfi fawc^ Ifa to i tot i 4*; citot wtfa A. D. P. I. for Mohammedan Educational 
ir^i *m ro B. T. $r$i cro c*3n totii wrfa tot 4w suggestion c*^ 
C1 ipf C!W*f % C 3 T*^ ^rwwm Backward pomrnunityi C1CTO1 TO7 4* fTTTl 
wn Cl appointment 41 TTfai^ WWW ItTOfl 1C1T B. T. *M wic^ TO I 
51 105 in TO 55T5T fwj fa Wll TOC5 ? Ufa ifa Cl TOTO* <JTO11 Cl TO TtC* TO (nil- 

cto 6w aft to sm cron 5 or* %ia cirs tom cit wti ion Sfar i 41 : wnrmrw 

4t ci wr® cicroi school \\r $ 1 district4i ror 41 cwf* justification c*t, 

wti* tjwi cron *pR 4 r v cictoi tot tot: nr* titw school *rwt *nrwnr 1 
TO! Cl* CTOCfl TOT S*fJW TnTO school ^ 71 1 41 TOfCTt Wtf4* Wffa I 

4 it *im cute* minister 51 cure* wtiti ro n ci cron 4? ci**t faj writ wicr TOr 
n i 4i wwt: ci* ift rotroi 4 faro \f, to 4? wnm wfnri-- 

The Hon’bts Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I am 
grateful to my honourable friends for making very helpful suggestions in 
the course of their speeches. I am grateful to l)r, Malik for putting for- 
ward important suggestions for consideration of Government as to whether 
the medium of education, both in schools and colleges, should be in the 
same language and whether different languages being the media of educa- 
tion are not responsible for the worst quality of education in Bengal as 
compared to that in other provinces. Sir, that is a very thought-provoking 
suggestion and it requires very careful consideration. It will not do for 
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the Education Department merely to consider it, for it will have to take the 
opinion of the Universities as also of the public at large in order to come to 
a decision as to what should be the medium of education and whether it 
should be in one, language or in two languages as it is now. Now that we 
are proceeding towards independence, I think very shortly we shall have to 
do away with these two languages as the media of education as is now 
prevailing. 

Sir, Mr. Bahar has criticised why nothing hus been done with regard 
to training of nursery school trainers and teachers. 1 have to invite his 
attention to No. 90 of the Development Scheme which deals with training 
of nursery school trainers and teachers and two women teachers have been 
sent abroad for special training to start nursery institutions here later on. 

Sir, many of the speakers have spoken about primary education and that 
on two or three heads. One is the low pay of the teachers. 1 have already 
said in my opening speech that the pay of the primary teacliers is going to 
be substantially increased, and 1 assure my friend, Air. Ibrahim, that the 
increment will be at least three times of what has been put down in the 
Budget, that is 22 lakhs. It will come to about a crore. 

As regards the question of iuspeetion I have also dealt with that in my 
opening speech. ‘1 have said that at present on an average a sub-inspector 
has to inspect 100 schools in addition to his clerical duties. As has been 
pointed out by some of the members most of the time of the sub-inspector 
is wasted in his clerical work. Arrangements are being made to relieve him 
of his clerical work. It is proposed whether they should not be provided 
with clerks and whether immediately the\ could not be given an assistant 
sub-inspector to help him in his inspection work. Eventually our idea is 
that not more than sixty schools should he in charge of a sub-inspector of 
schools in rural areas. 

With regard to the efficient working of primary schools I think there 
should be good inspection and it is by inspection that we expect, to improve 
the quality of primary education. The question ot buildings and furniture 
has been raised by my honourable friend. Mr. T. Ali. 1 admit that primary 
education is not now free but the reason for that is known to honourable 
members. I am not responsible for what happened previously but I uay 
tell the House that Government is now going to undertake compulsory free 
primary education and they will have to look properly after buildings and 
other things also in that connection. Government cannot sit idle. They 
will have to make arrangements for building houses and other things. 

As regards Mudrussah education some of the honourable members have 
referred to it by saying that Mudrussah education has not been properly 
attended to. Sir, 1 am fully uw^are of the problems connected w T ith 
Mudrussah education. Just after assuming office 1 called a special con- 
ference of Madrassah teachers in order to find out what should lie the proper 
syllabus and the future scheme. The mutter is still under consideration 
and 1 think within a short time we will be able to come to a final decision. 
But before we come to a final decision we must take the Muslim members 
of this House into our confidence. The whole thing will be placed before 
them and the final decision will be taken after consultation with them. 

Mr; MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: What about the Tibbia College? 

THt Hon’blt Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIH: It is not a 

subject of the Education Department. It concerns the Medical Depart- 
ment. ** 

I mav announce here for information of honourable members that we 
have at last decided on principle to accept the Momin Committee's 
recommendations and that a sum of rupees ten lakhs should he set apart for 
the advancement of Muslim education in Bengal for a number of years. 
As an earnest to that we have only recently, only day before yesterday, 
decided to allot four lakhs odd for the remaining five months of the current 
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financial year for advancing Muslim education in Bengal. Side by side, 
Sir, I may say that we are also going to include the education of other 
backward classes, for example, the scheduled castes’ education. The 
scheduled caste students are already in receipt of five lakhs annually and we 
are going to increase it in order to accelerate advancement of education uf that 
community. As regards the Budhists we are going to allot special grants 
for the advancement of education of that community. As for Anglo- 
Indians I have already mentioned in my opening speech that for Anglo- 
Indians and scheduled castes we shall provide increased allotments for the 
advancement of their education. These minority communities which are 
backward must be helped to the best of our ability. 

Sir, Mr. Md. Habibullah Chowdkury has raised the question of the 
medium of instruction, and also of the language in the text-books which is 
so difficult that our students in primary schools are not able to assimilate 
them properly. 1 think it is a very important question’ and we shall 
seriously take into consideration whether a committee of expert educationists 
should not be set up to see as to how primary text-books are to be composed 
in future. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Are you going to 
have such a committee ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIH CHAUDHURY: I 

think we ought to. 

Iu this connection I have just said about the special allotment for 
Muslim education, and I am going to have an advisory committee which will 
consider as to what amounts should be spent on what subjects. As regards 

the constitution of that committee Muslim members of the House will be 

sufficiently acquainted previously, tbit oi jhat fund it will be possible to 

give special grants for Muslim hostels and for poor students. My provi- 

sional idea is that at least 4, 000 primary school students should be given 
the benefit of this fund in order that the brainy students may be able to go 
up to high schools after finishing their primary school course. 
Unless we do something like that, we are not likely to get any student from 
our Muslim community. 1 think 1 have done with most of the points which 
have been mentioned. 

One point has been mentioned by Mr. Nurazzuinan that there should be 
some agricultural course prescribed in primary schools. I think that is also 
a very helpful suggestion and we should seriously consider it and see whether 
text nooks dealing with ordinary agricultural problems should not find 
place in our primary school text books. 

As regards girls’ schools, we have already made provision for training 
of special teachers for girls’ schools and two special training colleges are 
going to be started for training of girl teachers and with that object in view 
some women have sent abroarl and we are going to have a Special Deputy 
Director for Female Education. We have decided that there should lie a 
Special Deputy Director for Girls’ Education and there should be a Special 
Assistant Inspector for Muslim Girls’ Education in order to pay particular 
attention to this matter. I think everyone of us is aware that Muslims are 
very backward in female education and it is, therefore, very necessary that 
special efforts must be made to bring our females to the proper standard of 
education. 

I welcome the suggestion that a committee should be set up for consider- 
ing this female education in all its phases and I propose to set up a committee 
of that nature within a very short time. The women members of this House 
may rest assured that they will be taken into confidence at the time of 
setting up that committee and considering the personnel of that committee. 

#* As regards percentage.of female students, I think we should try first to 
increase the number of female students as much as possible. For the 
present they are not meeting with any difficulty in getting seats in colleges 
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or schools, but the principal difficulty is that owing to poverty many of the 

S 'rls are not willing to go to schools and colleges. Special allotments for 
uslim Education nave also been made and we will now be able to grant 
special scholarships to poor and meritorious girl students so that they may 
get the advantage of higher education. 

As regards female teachers, as far as possible every effort will be made 
to take female teachers, but, at the same time, in the interest of. teaching 
we must see that a proper standard is maintained and with the establishment 
of the girls' training colleges, I think, this paucity of Muslim female 
teachers will disappear within a very short time and we will be able to 
supply u sufficient number of female teachers for the girls’ schools. 

Sir, with these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin Tiossain that a 
sum of Es. 3,40,20,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ‘‘*37 — 
Education — General” was then put and agreed to. 

37 — Education — Anglo-Indian and European. 

The Hon’bte Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H088AIN: On the 

recommendation of llis Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum 
of Rn. 11, 00, 8(H) lx? granted for expenditure under the head ”37 — Educa- 
tion — Anglo-Indian and European”. 

Sir, I would like to speak after hearing comments from honourable 
members. 

Mrs. E. M. RICKETT8: Mr. Sp< •aker, Sir. 1 would like to draw the 

attention of this House to the fact that although we are very much assured 

at hearing from the Ilon’ble Minister for Education that the amount of the 
grant fixed for us is going to he somewhat increased, yet a* a general 

assurance is not very satisfactory I would like to mention some . i \he parti- 

cular difficulties under which we have been labouring. Our grant was fixed 
10 years ago by the Government of India Act as a statutory minimum. 
This fact, however, seems to have been overlooked and each succeeding 
Ministry has regarded this amount as a statuton maximum incspedive of 
the fact that the purchasing power of the rupee lias lessened so c('n>ideiably 
since the time this figure was fixed. 

The very small increase shown this jear has been explained as an adjust- 
ment of arrears of maintenance grants and dearness allowances which could 
not be drawn in 1945. I would ask the Double Minister to take into 
consideration the increased eost of living, the excellent Jesuits produced by 
our schools and the fact that although our grant remains theoretically at 
its minimum yet in practice we are receiving much less than was originally 
envisaged by the Government of India Act . because although fees (if our 
Government schools have been increased by alamt 50 per cent, during the 
war, these fees return to the general funds so that our grant even in actual 
figures is about 3 lakhs less than is shown on paper. The increased cost of 
the maintenance of our two Government .schools is more than counter- 
balanced bv the increased fees paid by parents, which fees, however, 
benefit the general funds instead of ours. Moreover, the total grant made 
to non-Government secondary schools has, for some mysterious reason, been 
reduced th.s a ear. 

In order to keep to tile spirit of the statute by which our grant was fixed 
on the average expenditure of the ten years preceding the 31st March, 1933, 
our budget today should, like that of General Education, be fixed at twice 
its actual figure. We do not grudge others an increase — indeed we feel 
that the budget provision under the head General Education is still so 
inadequate that it will do little to meet the vast needs of the province — but 
when 51 J lakhs are set aside for a General Development programme, we 
hope that ample and generous provision will be made for us under this head. 
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Education is a living force, it must either develop or die: it cannot 
i^raain static. Every Government which professes to fottow a policy of 
justice and equity must provide for the development and improvement of 
Misting successful undertakings on a scale commensurate with their 
nicceas.* 

The question of inadequate salaries of teachers has already received the 
ittention of this House. 1 would therefore only ask that provision should 
ilso be made in our budget for an increase of salaries. Teaching has never 
>een just any mans job. It calls for special qualities of mind and character 
vhich, though beyond price, should not be considered unmarketable. If 
iovernment is interested in ensuring that schools are provided with the 
;orreet type of teaching staff, it is indeed essential that salaries should be 
ncreased three or even four times. There can be no future for an edu- 
cational system which does not amply protect the interests of those on whom 
its success depends. 

Judging by the list of cut motions circulated to members, it would 
appear that there are certain objections to separate provision for our edu- 
cation. 1 would like to remind the House that this is no monopoly of our 
community, for special provision has always been made for Madrassuhs 
which foster a type of education quite different to the Vniversity type, 
prevalent in the province. Moreover, as our schools cuter principally fur 
Anglo-Indians and are staffed almost entirely by us, they are not in the 
strict sense of the word European schools — though the culture and style of 
teaching, in keeping with our origin and history, is European, adapted of 
course to suit our needs as natives of India. 

AVitli the introduction of vernacular as the medium of instruction ill 
schools, and as I now hear possibly in colleges, the provision of separate 
scholastic institutions for our community is even more necessary than in the 
past. No (iovernment, no individual who professes to respect the rights of 
minoiitics '*an moot the abolition of separate institutions for us. Such 
suggestions savour of intolerant discrimination and are destructive and 
dangerous. Education in the English language, in schools of the European 
type, is our birth-right. It means more to us than titles or fortunes. The 
moral and intellectual training given in our schools is generally the only 
inheritance we are able to pass on to our children. Government grunts play 
a small but essential part in this invaluable heritage. More than 50 per 
cent, of the high cost of maintenance of our schools is met by the high fees 
willingly paid by our self-sacrificing people. Insufficient money is wasted 
money; our grants bear fruit only through the whole-hearted co-operation 
of Anglo-Indian parents who have always spent more on the education of 
their children than they can really afford. 

Finally, it must be remembered that our schools cater not only for the 
Anglo-Indians of the province, hut also for other minority communities 
such as the Armenians, Jews and Parsis, who together with several hundreds 
of the majority communities, appreciate the type of education we provide. 

The future of India lies in her schools and we because of our non-party 
bias are eminently suited to serve India educationally, culturally and 
socially. If this were more universally realised, every right-thinking per- 
son would join with me in pressing our claim for more generous treat- 
ment as soon as more money is available for educational purposes. In the 
meantime, I would ask for an assurance from the Hon vile Minister for 
Education that our needs should be borne in mind and that he will insist 
that a statutory minimum should not continue to be misinterpreted as a 
statutory maximum. 

Th# Hoft’bl* Mr. SAIYED MUAUAMUDDIN HOtSAIN: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I am grateful to Mrs. Ricketts for the suggestions she has made in her 
speech. I have full sympathy with all that has fallen from her mouth, 
but I must remind her that she must also remember the conditions of Bengal 
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and it* financial resources. As compared with European countries the 
provision made 4pr education is considered by her to be disgracefully small. 
I admit that. We cannot possibly maintain the European standard in 
Bengal, but at the same time we fully realise the importance of the special 
allotment and of special necessities of the Anglo-Indian community. We 
know that education is not only for culture only but 99-9 per cent, of it is 
connected with the 'bread problem. Unless the Anglo-Indians are properly 
educated and made fit for taking to professions, they will be a burden on 
the State. So it is the duty of the State to see that they are given special 
training, so that they mav earn their livelihood and live as honourable 
gentlemen in the State. *With this object in view we are making special 
provision for the Anglo-Indians. A reference has been made to section 
83(7) of the Government of India Act. It has been said that the minimum 
fixed has been adopted as the maximum. But, Sir, I should remind you 
that it is not at all so. The minimum according to calculations would have 
been Rs. 11, -‘10,000. During this year we have provided Rs. 11, 70, OIK). 
That means we have provided Rs. 40.000 more. Of course we understand 
the growing needs of the increasing population of this particular community. 
On account of the increasing population and also due to the question of 
inflation in the country, they require more allotment in order that proper 
education may be imparted to the boys and girls of their community. We 
take note of it. In future we will try to do much more than what has been 
done hitherto in order to meet their wishes and in order to help them in 
educating their children on proper lines. 

With these few words, Sir, I resume my seat and I commend my motion 
to the acceptance of the House. 

The motion of the Ifon’blc Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddiu Hossain that a 
sum of Rs. 11,(19,81)0 be granted for expenditure under the head “57 — 
Education — Anglo-Indian and European’' was then put and agreed to. 

11— Registration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANOAL: Sir. on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 01,50,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “11 — Registra- 
tion”. 

Mr. FAZLUL QADIR: Sir, I wish to make a few general observations 
on the administration of the Registration Department. This Department 
is the most neglected. I do not know whether the Hon’ble Minister takes 
any notice of this Department. I will say one thing for the information of 
the Honourable Members of this House that the appointment of Sub- 
Registrars has been held up for u considerable time now, and the public in 
the province are suffering a great deal. A large number of sub-registry 
offices are closed for want of relief officers. One Sub-Registrar is asked Co 
manage two and sometimes three offices. What is the justification of hold- 
ing up these appointments, and make people suffer? They are paying 
money for the work which the sub-registry office undertakes to do for them. 
The section 93 regime did not pay any heed to this Department and the 
suffering of the people. This Department, Sir, is treated very shabbily. 
I draw the particular attention of the Hon’ble Minister to three points, 
vi*., 

(1) the appointment of Sub-Registrars should be made immediately; 

(2) the requisite number of reservists and relief officers should be 

appointed so that one officer has not to hold two offices in two 
places; this inconveniences both the parties and officers; 

(3) the members of the staff in sub-registry office, particularly the 

mohurrirs are very poorly paid. Provision should be made for 
adequate remuneration. Sir, even the choprasu and other 
, menials draw as much as Bs. 35 to Rs. 45. Compared to this the 
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©ay of the mohurrirs is wholly inadequate. Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to enquire, how much teiujwrary clerks in 
Calcutta draw ar average remunerative? Is it sufficient to 
maintain themselves? If not, what is the justification for 
extorting* heavy work from them and paying so poor a remunera- 
tion? Sir, with these few words I resume my seat. 

The Hon’ble Mr. dOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir. the appointment 
of Sub-Registrars is almost complete and it will be finally made very soon. 

Regarding the low nay of mohurrirs attached to sub-registry offices I 
may assure the Honourable Merntar that the matter will receive sympathetic* 
consideration of Government, and the other jaunts raised by the Honourable 
Member will also receive due consideration of this Government. 

The motion of the Hon’hle Mr. Jogeitdra Nath Mandal thut a sum of 
Rs. dl ,50,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “11 — Registration” 
was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 12 noon till 2 p.m. on Mouday, the 
10th September, 1040, at the Assembly House, (\ileutta. 



[ 16 th Sept., 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled tinder 
tbe provisions of the Government of India Act* 1935* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
5th September, 1940, at 2-20 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Nurul Amin) in the Chair, 8 Hon’ble 
inisters and 133 members. 


Questions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, may I suggest that in view 
: the thinness of attendance of members, particularly of the Opposition, the 
aestions may lie held over for the day? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any objection? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJI : We agree. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The questions are held over. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

^Industries— Industries and 72-Capital Outlay on Industrial Development. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, on the recommendation 
f His Kxeellefiry the (Jnvernor 1 beg to move that a sum of Ks. 1,24,92,000 
e granted for expenditure under the heads “Id-Industries — Industries’ 1 
nd “72-Capital Outlay on Industrial Development”. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Or: 

t«tro* f*m fn »r5T vrvtro m 4v nw to fcro* nwvNt* 

Wardrobe) ^*15' *rg*TT* jprfiR stc^ti to fv ros ftvi cro > evtg 

* ww fctvm ftOr vero i to w* fcsrca* vero w*fi 

ror i to f-tcTO, fafa*. cmr* to fipr evt favn i 

&?p* q cvrsmi “vhtd> toi" vHwfroro sfrgro & entire wfftv 

v'tsi vtmro to f^r vr* v^rfHwtwi ’rtffsvi wnnnr *wr 

ro »rm *ttf$ fas »rv<!ftv, rttftv, tov a ^tfar to cron nrtm mvft ftHlsi 
ro Frf«p, Frf«r» wrfw=n ’orfro? tovart cn toi TOf^r sf* 1 to si 

\P* nppwHTTO vtrc fro* t to *cro ,~ m ro nro v? vftfc 

rtro vtT-ft fttTO *pTOR i fro^t TOm mm *rfrrr ^ vtvtn ewi fvero fvft* ^ 

pi* to i *for .9 sfhtfC* *girnr ifrotfl 4 <pt* to nfroH to? tftot* to vrrv i 

troll c*rW fosrt TO TOTO ‘average Bengalee to-day carries his entire wardrobe 
cm his person’ t «tc? vfjjTO ca tv TOffe >6 •stv ro vt*r? toto to i fen 
TO $T9 TO Scfrff* ?’ STMT b 4V |Vfl Vt*t? *TWT*tov flTO TOCf *1TO, *f? $TV| TO I 
fwmrti ^ sr« fvro vero cw? fcm cro f%* ftn to to * fkft* vw 4V ftvi 
c<np ^rvi on *rtivi 

t^TO vn»iff tjcuvn tr® evtg itv toto i 4t ro TOtt fro teft if u cvrB w \ 

5® CVTi W VI tosi ^Tfv SV CVTf TON TO rotff 
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m w* ft TOH TOwttfhr tftif** fi isto? i TOtTO* ¥fa ic¥ff™--fa* 1 tjTOfa ovis c? 
t vui faren^c* «r* ism' i *#rot? to^to bo »r¥ i* *** itM to frosTri* CTO¥ tot, 

|r*C5* *?TT?T tJTW-r CTO¥ I TOT* TO*m 00 TTTO ^ ¥f*far* CTO¥ 

Ptsto to v to v) toto i* i 

* to™ ci fafa* FTfaro to -mm >c tot to™ ** i tot$i ^citroft* c* cto farfroi* 

-tot *t*to vrz to tos w to*c* i *ro?farr? 4^ **ck« *? frorO croro** frtrt 

TOf**ftl 4? C*TF?t* TOTO f*TOi TOml ¥TS*T¥ 5 to* TOffa? CTO¥ I 41 TOT faf CTOlfif 
-TOfl t CTOlfo f¥$ fVf *5TTO|%*F¥ fart ¥TO, faff f¥$ *'*¥*0 TO* t TO *CTO* cTOl TOCTO 
¥f**T* *1 4WTO1C ( Expert ) WtlTOft I 1TTO3 ¥faw* TO**^ fa** TOC* ¥C*¥ £TTTO ¥TO 
TOTOF? i to*¥M* *h“> Ffac*UR Fiscal Com mission to Tariff Board, Lac Research 
Institute, Board of Industrial and Scientific Research, Bengal Industrial Board, 
Survey Committee, Post-war Reconstruction Committee, Bengal Technical 
Education Committee ** fac*i ¥*cf cfctof? toi far CTO¥ i fa* tro *ns ftcTO 
C¥T3 TO'TO C**T ** ¥*[** 5T5 ■niT'jOr i TO: TO ***fntt fa** flSTM TO? TO TO 

5<t wti at ¥* *?c* c to* fa™* $*prc 5 v**fTO*c** *t*™ faTOTO* a>fci at faw* ws 
to ¥c*cf, to cm c**T ¥c*cf tomtit™ euro* TOrt*r i *tw cr**tfT tof* * ¥*nf 
c¥f?rafa fac* fa?* faro** * 7 * tot, tfc*rro citfa* *f** 6 ™i 

TO5TO* ifal** TO:TO* TOC?* TOfan 'JS* TOCTOF* TO* ¥C?* TO *C^f I TO:TO* fatWjfs* 
¥?T far** f¥J ¥41 *T¥S *¥* r*fa I TOM TO TO? 'TO ¥TO *F* *7* ¥T¥ff *C¥ I 

*rc¥fr iror** far* «rfc*rr tto* totcto* totc** croc* *?t* fa** fastt** TO ¥f*r¥* fc*¥i f 

C¥Tffi ^T¥T4 *fC¥CiT, ^fa* TOTCM C*C*C5- ^ C¥Tff flO ¥¥, fafo* *fTO ^0 C¥fff, Cn-fTtST 

fa** f*TO** **T** *T3r 5> C¥ff ^8 ?¥ frr¥1 I fa:*** CVZH C* TO fl¥C*t W faffC* ¥tci! 

to TO¥c* faro* *fpfi 4 c!pA* Sc*¥i ^r*-T^r i TOrr*T to** jts 4*r*¥t* *rcwd?s c*rTO3 

*fr Sericulture, TOF* TO, Reeding Institute, Textile Institute, Tanning Institute, 
Ceramic Instituted* sr*r fac^c*ffi *TO I TOT$i 4*t* TO3 n*¥tc** fflTOt fa*fa 4*1¥r* ¥fn? 
TO** ¥T*TOT* TO* *JT* ¥C*CF? TO*I **¥f* I C*C¥ *f*!*-TO*TO $*15r¥l *^f3 ^,^00 

4*'TO* ¥?»5T wc^ fTOK¥*C k T* TOC*t¥.l 5T*TF 4*T* I ^!C** faf* 2T? C^tTT *tfTO C*& CWT^l- 
zrfa c»54i *)*ti i ^fafas *71 *¥ S^pre** ^ c¥f*ts i 

TO TO* ¥^TO? oof ¥t*C^* TO 5TOF I *C¥9 ¥C4¥ *^** TOC* bOf fa* C*C«W *C*fa*, 
fro TO*™ TOTO* dtsfa ¥T¥ *i’C** *C* I *COT* *f*¥?**t* *1**1* ¥t*C^* TO** ***n TO^C* 
¥tro ¥*i fanrfro i toc** fa** oRu **¥Tc** t*roc 7 ff* *t**t* at *ft*rr« *t*r* ¥*cn i TO TO* 
fcsft ¥T*? to™ TOtc* fafTO, far®, 6t? 5 ![5CTO* **T'7l TO*, 4¥TO C¥C*5 oBT ***** J* 
¥* TO*T¥ Spindle (TO¥ ) TO* TO* ¥^t fafa^ ¥C*OR l 


*C¥* TOTO* faf^f CTO* fan ?^T? fa 7 * TO? C5T*1 *C*C5 I ¥t*1 ¥11 PtClftTO TOtTOl« 

JC11 *11 3J1R JJTR fac?TOT CTO?1 TOff* TO* I fVl 4 ycTO* TO**1 *1¥R tpf* ¥C*^fal JCf* 

t fClTTO* ¥?* *roiTO5 TO5 TOf* 0t? TO?^ **f* TOTOF, ^ TOTOF *? *? TO¥1, C*«T TO*? ”9 ITTCTO- 

?i, ¥tti to*c¥ **¥¥*; fan nrfa * 5 * fa™* far *hri to*to* *ct* if* i*ro ^ 5 #t* to*t 

TO *1 ¥T1TOTO TOfaF ^r*T TOlfa* ! fan 4uf*c¥ Ttfl fro?* *f*MT ¥*TO* C¥T* ¥tCll¥* C*TO 
TOTH TO l *1 1* C¥tf frf¥f* ¥f*f*** TOtTO *CTI ¥TO TORTO1 ¥ClCf I fan ^ **Pf*7 4CT5 
¥t* TOftstc* ¥fifro^R inrfa 1 4 ¥^i *fw* fro** irt*T*Pi *f*¥t* *c* 1 5101-80 to* 

TOtTOl 8vb TOVTV N fafa Wt TOlfa* I 5180-88 TO? ^5*! TOTOf TOJ 58 TOWff fr* I TOTO- 

TOTTOf ¥<TO1 &S fTOTO TOlCl'^«*pV l ^T¥* *11 TOTTO¥Ct* HTO l^TOl CITOH TOfafl ¥*¥* 
1¥1 CTO?fa*| fC¥f TO* Cf*l fa*C*n* ¥l?fa* fTO¥ TOTOf I 



68 DEMAND FOR GRANTS. [16th Sept., 

JW1 TO 5&?fR 3 TOTRT TO*! f tof TO ScMf 3 ! I TORJ C5&R TO$T, ^TOT, CTOl- 

fat, tout* $ crtottohr m* to &*Rf to* i Tsto wro fofRTOTO* fcvtR ctot 
fpn tt, *rr* vf t*c* » srr* to rtgu* *ito fro c*cr ** «rf tb fatTOfrfa ctoftoto 
c*tc*fa i TOfft *!TR3fa w«tc* 4*i 4t ^C7R c«tcr *fa pctct i TtTO telt ^ 
fro cror *ttfa 5tfSr*n c 3 ? fto to* <n to, im c*rr to* far* *$tlt to to* i 

TRfCTO Rehabilitation Scheme ( <R#TO *tfa?TOl ) TOC# TOT Tfa WTO 
*R i 4 TOG c*fTO fa fato *fa**HH To 3 ! i *c*>tto ^tr farror tot# *$*$*& 

TtS^R vm TOT fa CTO, fa TO *T!TO*3 fcTOffa ?3*R fa* CTR CV*ff T] I 

^Cifa* ntoTOR TORTRl tto to ‘Planning without tears’ *tfo* T^TO 
ttor T<n to rare i w* fa to, ?fa* wy» *fR, *rfa* #tromr to fatc fa ?gt fcfa 
Wf**R ♦fffaTOR TOT Itfa I TO TTO TR 1 W 9 RT 5 TO *ripwrfat, C*tT*fat 3 ^*f*rfat #tfo* 
CfaR I TO TTO TO ^fatTO cfa«f | ^ 7 fa tRC* T-TOfR, fWTC, fa faf— 4 «far 

fat* TOfro *tfars ttor tpj i 

fa *K*R wnftT TOf 3 TTfar cTO^G TT*! I SR^t* *fat to*R 4T *tt;1 7*T fa I 
>*0tr-0* TO CTtfS RWR aGCS,U:> fc* fawTS f#f%* *WT*t ^CTO fad I TORT TTO 
VTtTft tfR TTO toll *f*T (i rail CTO T I TO CTO*! TO TTOR CTR TOTtfa 4«R3 S> 
*1 I SR’S TOTR3 TO TO TO CTOCM TORT Tt* TOTCf* I TOtR *T**1 3 TO tot Rml* 
•rtfin *t;»n tor *pn to to fafat* *:l «[? m toj t i ^:c«* to ctr t!cTOr5 
cwn TOtf *n i 

TTO tot 3 TTTTTOl TO TTTRTTT CT!? TT 9 I fTf frj TITO^ T«T TOR^t, 

T^n g **tto to i toi Turner tto rc^ fa^nfa i to*R fa to *$ ttct to 
TO JlfTOl 

toCCT TO 5 TC? 4$ f-!C?TO JJC^tS TOT TOTT fa^ TO Ttft I T f C f fa R TO W^5 

TOT3R CTO >b 0 4V fT’SCT-ff TO TOTS? CTO ^TC-fl 1H f#m (Til TOTR 

TO TCT I SRC^I (R TO 97 TO TOT TO 97 CTO, T«TTf$l, TR^ 3 TT9TRTO, TORI 
8^ TO! TO 97 T«TTRl 3 CTO 19R I i)^ TTYR nfaTO T7C5 TO I 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker. 
How much time are you allowing me? 

Mr. SPEAKER: T en minutes. You have spoken for nine minutes. You 
may speak for one minute more. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: I want five minutes 
more please. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you can profitably utilize the time I have no objection. 

3 fircm TOR TOfr TTOT frjR tfWFR TO ^ Vt^R 9 TTO I !fR fa 
iTOft Siva Samudram Hydroelectric Pl&n^ Ttfa tocti CTOT 5 

faTTfl TOtR Tata Power System Titw tfCTO Pykara 3 Mettur Scheme. 
CT TO 4t TTtTO TO TR Tjfa Pt %7 TTO? < 4 $fa TO ^T 5 > 11 TOW 
CTOlTOto T^TO <R to«.TffC«R WtCTRR TOf, CTO 3 »Cf 3 fen TF ffa 9 *t 
to! TOC# TvTR Tit T 7 f^fan 7 ft[ tfCVTOF tofto TTO TO, 4 !! 41 W 7 TRW 
TTO TO THT fTTRTflU TO TO cfrfa 3 tfTO !ffR fatwto #flT 5 TTO 
TO Tt#tl TOto I * fat Cffa frfa CTtfa TO TvTR *P*f l#R S^ffw 4 fTOIf 
TO TO fltfa TCI erfa TO *KTR faR 8 ^, Tffi #to»RR Sjfw I 4 TT f# 

Tfafa to #W*r cftcfi i twt, to, to, famS, tor, k tor, ffar, tpjti, Stow 
I wrtfir to toro tort toci trir i torg itto fa crocw tot to toto to twit i 

toCT TRR3 ^ t TO fa TOTO I 
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isfMre r * *t* w *t**t 3 * TO i mm fro fmn vtit* %t* 9 * wits w crfTO 
mi* c* iTO* Substitute ( f ) its to i£*Ht*i $iti i it* ci* cict 
fm, aatn* $ Turpentine wtSffl fwf** !fT 5 1*1 *i* *t* cut* mtt i mm Black 
apan If%*tTO t§ *ti*l inti froise** i 4 $ fTO*f*ti c*$m *im *?c*i* 

* i*rc *t*i *n*t* pi wmm ton, cisf** *r*i tfire** mmt* to toi *n*r* 
prrlt f^t i^tor $t*TO to *t*ci 1 4 i*s froi cici ff^nsn *n m*rf) n 4 cto 1 

[udust rialiaation 4 * *fin?TO HNtif* 3 i#«fTOd *l**t $105 *ttft *ti *tt*t* 
yrft 11 if* f**i itt* to TO i itofit?** fos* f to 4 CR m ***r*rr* to 
m 1 iron ff 3 *f fistti* *nfri to c*ci* w fw f*nr* s ifciftiMsfaci fdtcTOhft 
to c*$m 1 ** 7 *fif* « i&iftc*** *ntt* ifitffai tos ** fro *ritt%i c it* 
jffrorfei tocii 

ilfrifro** ir *7 h*to fiftt to to *toi* itinft i f:ci* frt* ***t* 

r%oi -4 13 to* hi cto 4 -sf** 4 t*ti 1 

TOfl* f*fo*r cro rt*i tfitro Pm* Pro* *t*ti itcij c*rn, wi, fro, 4n, iti, 
:ro* fifrt 'Q ini fcsft 4 to Pm c»3*i hi fn cw* cTO cifro fit* ititoi 4t Pro* 
1 * *T** N I TO TO *1 f*TO* *TO I -a^oTtl H *t«ftft "J* ^ *fatl* **5* I 

Pkto mu *nttt *tHm: <nwn *m^ cst 4 TO *firt *t*i *is 

41 hi it; 5 m ***TO* Pro tffosi &*fis itoi ***f ffautti 1 *firi *;iti j*im 
Ctoh mu cfrc* *t*t* mfir* *t* N *r* Pro f*otm* 1 *it*iPw Pro* in crc^t c*rt 1 » 

f^t flotCH, fllfft fecMl, fafo^T tol f I ficil 5rH> CTO'S mill TO ItW ifW I 

& ITf*TO cjfitii nm fro TO 1 

ir;*n fiT* i-TO toi ?’* 1 imrocH in--ntJftwrift*nr, hot stfro 

H*m CI fw fl»W TO ^TO“^TO 4CITO CH* HTO TO. F*TI *1 Cll^Ii'lf* CTtffl *tfl- 
iTO i 

h-pj H*ro ri^ttfrj, ftimfirs mti s tfirn tfit* trthr Hifro 

inn ctfttfti ci *i ^ to, c* mm irCt fiki n i in if** *r*i 
* 1 ?, fn to itro to — “ iftc*i *t«Rt*it*t*i rt, iron ®ti oitiffipr" i 


Maufant MUHAMMAD RUKNUDDIN : fi: "*frm, *rti, iff* c* 4 *tii iTO f*f rfp^j 
5 tll ItfHTfl 3 TOT 3 ifHT^TO •TJHI J>a I*t 1*1 C^fl^V I 4 t 1*1 C!f*ftt C* 

c*hq 41*1 *1 ifros to i €trrro 3 * £c*» c* >mn *r:*r? 7 * ^ ▼w. ^ 

*rf?*T5 1*1 1 *15 jfsn *w*i imtotr* i*mn ifinn *r:*n 51 iff* ifm faflTci witwi 
tfti *i*^ < 4 t 1*1 1 cm m ff&* mm fcwv 5 ** fan *wa$ if*itti ^iti 

m* f*r^**f 1 fire* c**i if* c* i*r^t *1 if^ti *m *1 inrs i^fiitRRi 41^1 **to* 

it** 1 i*m**i *te*i fortfc to itiif* ivci* jem to *f?n 1 ci *f^if*i 
icit to c*n*t^i 4i*n *m *r, tptii *1 f*ftr, c*t *n«f* inn, ^ ^ rtf* ** 
\fii *ew to H* i|fir*f*t* m* *pe* *f^s rtfn c*f*T 5 crfurz n, ?**t 
H*n \ryf (£%▼» inifif i*tkif irfro *m *n to H*ti *i*fttro iwifei H*f* tom 
TO* ^finn 1 <flt ito iffiHMi ci** c* to* ewf* *i ifrtrt m h <rrci " 
to, $*ii **rtt, it*, frtr«f* of% itn c*tn 5 *nc** *1 n ifinn TOn-irfroi* »rj? if%- 
*tl* TO 1 *1, I’ft, IT*, f**, C 5 f*t, ^ff*<t«f*T 5 *n * 1 **T 5 Of* * 1 , TO! CTO TO* TO* 
TO I ^*fl C*lf*ei Ht* fkltt * 1**35 ifwil CTO *Tte*f**T* tfCIM ^f% TO I tfz fill 

*f^t* we** to* rtttu TOfei* fti^n ito c**>iti « *toc**ii itfitn *tt* i. ciwii 
^ f*lf*l It* *1 lf**l It^M TO?t ft** TO* 4 *^ **tn TOt* TO* *yf**f* it *c* I 
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cstfc ts ts*! *nw fa*c* 51 ▼fasi wtrv tfcs *pr sro: stsRtFts s$re rst 
ifsift w*n t^ffat Rtsst trsft tit jfstR Itfc w sirir <4cs=t *rs i» ▼ Ffa» ftt R 

▼StT tPSTTCR $^*0^ ftTJ tfttR OStfE CtT$ S3^RtJ Wf^Cf iRfttR 0*R SJITft RRr *ttr3 
cn ▼tsfas s$t sri stfam ift ^ 1 (Rstfr* Site* * 1 * frslt ▼%! essjri stRTRtrfa$?fs 
ww. ▼fat S^fwiwc^ sptfR fw-ftt tests* v fc^r ?r ▼ fctn craft* t t rRcr fatt* tjtn 
▼ fa tt e st 1 Ssi sts rsi, fai strir rfa* 15 ^ ▼lira ▼sfaittfer s?rt *pr rfon 
fctprfaf tjitftrs tmv to? -ifim rfatR ?mi ▼fr^r fa *t;*TR fan* »rff^r$ sS$ ^ ? 
^sft rtfa sRft* rfa-ftt w 3 fa'i-tfttcsRter ▼sett* ▼Mftc'ifs ct, ^ftstti c*r ftsfare- 
«tc< cfti rfasi cn-R "Pf ts ▼nrj tn>fa*tPTtcr ctotcft s$r *j'* 3 r ▼fan rti* ^ j^rf^ I^^rtr 
st«rc ▼fare fact* si*r st 1 srfare *r fan, ^ ifapr rfan *tet* tfafc m ^ 
OJtfa \$Rtc* "PF* ttl zti'Z *▼! ▼*! 3 fall* I rtfa ^fttR rfa C 7 T, CtTf faqtf* 

tTSVl , faRI-ttfltSH' *HY 1 *1 -fl^l^I farft -fJ^Tt^PET fa^ft *tf%* e^TTTYI TRl CtClt < 0 ? SlTR 

▼fan (WJ cssRi fa*ft*i rtfare rfttcsRm t*f *i tjtr, fas tRct* t Pire i w cum 1 mtus 
fafac* fa ? c* c*r . i tfm efft wr* ffe* itfaRft rre w* ?rw cm *fan cti **-net 
nf?^ ctm cum f^ttrs rfr^r zrm Ituftm tttyi *fav$ ^ 

1 fifV^ ? fwoff ^n ^ f^rer^ 5 ^ 3 ^ 

C5t^t ^firn ? 

wWtr 45Ttrr? •Brr^T^i "iirtr^ *r:n-?^npi 3 ^ mfan 

*nr<m»i Tsrtf^ -.nt *ra«fnsf^ n*T-fft c'-ii ^f^ai & f%rm vpn- 

IhnfiRiY cv, fofa ?r* «r^ 5T 5 i»ft^t?i ^rsi f^yi 7 r^ trpf c^pt ?n<R 1 

f¥! ^ W Wtft Wf% «fj^ ^lf73 ^^1 ^fsTTi 5^^ CT , feft ^ f^g 

¥^tjt r^F ^firc«R oti vftf^cTPi * 1 , m-i *uft« wm wum ^ <m*\ f^r ^3 

c^rf^ •’R* fiR f*R i cnyf^ *;;>i m wj:< ^ ^ 

TO ^f^nn ^fbf?<f*7 f^frvj ^rty r? ^ i ’^rtYR 

*fa fYofc^m r^fj? it?i Sto ^tr '3 ^tptt w 

ftfaj cn iu Yfim mftuz ^ ^srr sir, oti ^ w f% w 

¥fiRR V4I CTR TRY 1 ' 3 R 5 R*T m I < 1 *T?tfl 4^ frcT YPT^Pl TB'T YC5l l R‘5lt c R 
WRF^*t ^Ffinn ^RR 5RR7 C*R I 

Mr. MUHAMMAD OSMAN 6ANI i fti * p f*'l ^ itR, l f'5t^f% 3 i 

tjfs ^R% ^fRorm?R fa*R W« TWZ 5ft I JTTOf%|YTO , 

’TT^fR*^: Yt*»fR R ’RY ^P5 f^'fRR RtC^, 60 ^R* C^fTf «fRY ?F7R \00 ^Tf? ''ftlY 5jT5i 

YT’rtfJJ St I f*l t'SstFT tt;^R CETotn ^$1 distribution ?zu% ^3 (t^ ^ 

Ct > 0 ^ *K CtCS , SR® ’fTJ 00 »RII7? 5 v tlR »H I ^ 5 R vcsj ^ 5 ^ 

set set Rtrs 1 <& ^rhr .^eR tine ▼pp? ctRi tR si 1 srr^: ^ ssy ^51 vtess 
WS7 TTRP5 Sit ttTS I OT *lf?tTSTtPtT tilt WS7 Ct fine ’JJSl ^JTflRR «4^FSl SSl^ ft WtltR I 
fss ^:c<R fart * 4-5 c^ c*c* tnsi csri ctotit ^ fasti sites, <5tro cm sr cs, 00 
stett S^tct ^ TtS ^rfiest ¥tcs fact cOcsn? 1 RRti tttR*rs: ct tt» ¥tn^ trtsR 
▼fa, cnufa sfa bo w ’L^R tjvs si, TsetS eft ▼rts *fi$rs nrfa, t^jti ^.0 SSt ^3R Ct ttS 
▼RfS !ftT5 St, Ct ▼RT? RRtl *RT3 ttfa tl I •pjf fatRrie» Ct ttY #5-¥Rf? Sl^l, 

~ OT RfatTtft tl^Jt ▼ ▼Wit 5ttR CtTSl 4tl EStjRi CttPRFR Efffatl tS IfTtl tRT 5 ttFt 

St^i 1 fal t#ttet Defepoe of India Rules 1 RFR eft trs ttn^ 4 tt tftet ctrs ct«ti 
si ti, ▼ct cttttfR ^p?lett ▼tti ▼ 5 T 5 tRRt set faetes 1 etttet ts wti set tes 
setts *ti ▼etfa test srr tet ft set faescs 1 RRR ▼tew ttfas, 4 ctt Sts 4 tfti tftt 
▼tit ¥11 set— m* tti sites ct, 10 per cent tTOt & D. 0. tfesett tries 
▼ti fae^ seti ▼tfa tttltt tlRcsRies fans tres ^csr ¥ifs ct, bo tsi cte¥ so tst 
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•to njn ms tonm nroi *tto n $t* »n » vmt w* i fwm wwh~«jrf *t 
TOi cm ^ its *wi ton wx\ ; to i m my wm s* m 

ifT«ft toil to *rt*n toft i to wm mm* At mi* vi ton to to* i vto t i 
sizes ¥t^ tori* *s to mm* m*tot vr** i 

mm* >£5i ton cwrae m* *tw fr* arft m*i wni vtTO* i cwnti 3trs c* itoi 
>jji yw re, c*$ mre sfr*; to cit m**f *vcw* >£5i distribute vvtfc Stoi mf* mirto 
mtft* vftopni 4 to it cro* m mm mre mr »3 nil to*w ^r* quota cro me* <5f* 
«rn csft ▼tot i 

Mr. MUDA8SIR H0S8AIN; Mi. Sinker. I have heard with close 
attention t lit* speeches which have been delivered by the Opposition 
(laughter) on other days — not only this day but during the general 
discussion. But they commit a fundamental mistake when they say that thin 
Assembly is a sovereign body, which it is not. Therefore when they talk 
of nationalisation, they are not within their scope or jurisdiction. They 
cannot ask the Ilon’ble Ministers to nationalise industry and to nationalise 
everything. Then, Sir, what is the remedy for this state of affairs ? The 
British Imperialists have all along been adamant right and left, and I think 
they have been rightly so. (Laughter.) Sir, the misery in this country of 
ours has begun from the da\ on which Lord Clive defeated Sirujudowla with 
the help of our own people. Whether it was a defeat or not matters little. 
The Chief Revenue Officer of the Emperor of Delhi acquired the dewani of 
Bengal. They purchased the dewani and promised that they would 
administer the country according to the directions of the Moghul Emperors, 
hut this promise, this untertaking was thrown to the winds. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Please confine your observations to Industries. 

Mr. MUDA88IR H088AIN: Sir, I was speaking on the revenue position 
of Bengal and you will realise that from revenue comes Industry, from 
Industry comes Agriculture, from Agriculture comes Fishery and from 
Fishery comes Weaving and so on and so forth. 

Now r , Sir, a perusal of the provision of the Government of India Act, 
1935, will clearly show that this House, this Assembly is not a Paliament 
in the true sense of the term. It is a toy parliament, it is a glorified debating 
club, and the Ministers are so many puppets. They are Ministers of a toy 
parliament. This is the position I beg to submit. Then, Sir, what is the 
remedy? How do they say that they will nationalise the industries, how do 
they say that they will nationalise electricity and things of that kind? Have 
they got the powers to do that? Have the poor Ministers got power to do it? 
My friends say that British capitalism, British Imperialism is responsible for 
this state of things. I quite ugree but who brought this British capitalism, 
who brought these Imperialists in our land. My friends on the other side 
brought these Imperialists here. (Laughter.) I should ask who profittod 
by the advent of these Britishers and who suffered on account of their 
advent in this land. Sir, I should like you to consider what is the remedy 
for the present state of things to which we have been brought. Sir, as you 
know, Jagat Seth, who was the capitalist of capitalists, Umicliand, the 
Hindu landlords and hostile Hindus all combined and these persons invited 
Lord Clive and they made Mir Jafnr their scapegoat. Mir Jafar was 
nothing but an instrument in the hand of these Marwaris and Hindu land- 
lords. They induced him somehow or other to believe that if Sirajudowla 
could be removed from his seat, they would make him the real King of 
Bengal. With this thought in their mind they duped poor Sirajudowla and 
killed him in cold blood and put Mir Jafar on the throne. But the greedy 
Imperialists were not satisfied even with him. (Laughter.) 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Mud&ssir Hossain, I hope you will 
«peak on Industries and be relevant in your remarks. 

Mr. MUDA88IR HOSSAIN: Sir, I am going to clear up the position and 
I shall prove conclusively that industry comes with territorial power and 
with it comes all other things. My friends on the other side who are 
advocating nationalisation of everything must feel convinced that without 
territorial power they cannot launch on a programme of nationalisation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y our time is up. Please take your seat. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr.KHAIRAT H088AIN : fa: TO, totft? ? p?i cTO? Ttoi toTT w? cTO?’? 

w??.?w? i TOn wfaw* ipri tftfawi to to i 4 tro oh w? fro faro 

TO to%, 51 4 <f? tfrn c?m ctos toto— tow TO cwpr *tf?w?TOn tfTO'trofc? 

zv* cTOw orro; TO* ?i i cw?? to TO 3?ra TO, 3 TO«T& c«fTO TO* c? Industry? 
w?y to *twi TO? wwi mrj. ; fwi to? to oj to to? to otii to?i 
TOfa *n i TOtm 9**1? cwto? 5tn, ^Pn tlfajfa*? fwfav?u 5T$t? 

4 trs? tot ynfirftv tototojjs f?fire toi, fas *5 vfscw? to? to tft? >rro fro*TO ?fc 
TO cto toc? 1 to' 3 toph !xcro^fa farfan? wro? c?to?to wrfaw??? fro*ro? TOt wfacs 
TO? TO TOCTO 1 TO?i sc?fa c?TO? 4Wfr demonstration TOIfc' TO*, TO?1 rcwr ?c?7 
TO c*rfro m c?, to tprwf tfcTO-fru farfrou nror tprs wro to i fan yj?u5 9^ ^ 

TO demonstration TOf Vc* TO fas <gcw cvsm toi 4* frc?? ?fa to w?i 5iro^? 
cwro to c*tfc c*t* faro^f? ijcvro ^>r? to? 1 4* fa?? wi wtfa TOtfr? ?ffrretmw 
faraPn wc?faTO, 4?; W foft wttow tojt? fanrfksR c?, fofa 4? ^to toti wet?? i <rofa 
TOT? TOw W31TO W?fo C?, C?* demonstration party TO 5 ?i TO TO «r?r fof? farl? 
TOT1 TO?? WTO I 

jot to cvtfi famt* 01 , ft?, tot?, wtJfrTO c? to cwrt? cr* faro faro, ctototo *ts<. 

c?«t onsfatw 4ffew to?? 4?; cro* to fi^fa tog swi* to* i to?P totto to TO5< « 

C?«*3 *5*1 TOC? OStfy C*Tt> flTOsfaTCW <tfbT? TOC5 TO?? I TOTO1 CTO Of TO f"T?TO $C? %TO 

c?^far? l?ror? cw? c?'rc? ?i, 5t? cwr? wr?? cvf? ?i 1 to?? wf^ to? to? to?i cto cwr? 
Rice Mill fa? ?1, 4?; ?1 ?TWf? W TO CTO ctffarotfrl 5T? TOW1 CW5, 'Q 5T? 
WTfftt? cTOTO c?fTr?fT c?t? *’c$i ?i 1 fan JJ<? TOTOT Rice Mill ^3TO5 rffarftti 
p t fo TO TOm^t tfW farm?. 4?t TO?t?t?x«T? ?c?7 c?ftr?f! 3 ?r?i ?ro ?7tfa croi 
facTO 1 Riee Mill TOTOv? ^ffc? c?T??T? «r?r permission cTOTO 1 faw 

cW TO! TO 41$ C? 5T^t ?r?l TOl wcp ^ TOPH C?tW?T? TOT2H, TO?? Oft TOTO 

uatTOTT? Tlfwmi wtfa ?T?^? ritroimw w?c?t? wfa c?, toto 4* ?ro*t? Rice Mill 
c?TTOt? permission c?? TO ?i c?3Ti r? ) 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED. Sir, many of our friends on 
the floor of this House have made certain suggestions. Mr. Chaudhrtry jxas 
spoken out his mind. I can say only this. Really the Industries Depart- 
ment was brought into existence from 1920. Before that time the industries, 
practically speaking, did not take any shape in the budget. Even up till 
now, in the shape of industries the cottage industries are being supported. 

I have before me at the present moment Bengal Government s industrial 
policy and the Iudia Government’s industrial policy. I am examining them 
and I may frankly confess before this House that I have not been able to 
come to auy definite conclusion. As my friend Mr. Chaudhury has 
suggested, unless the basic structure is remodelled and reshaped and unless 
the Bengal Government can take up in right earnest all the industrial 
schemes, I do not think Bengal will ever thrive in the sphere of industries. 
At the present moment, all the large or heavy industries are controlled by the 
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overnmeut of India. The Bengal Government only give some money in the 
tape of doles here and tly* re to cottage industries, to some exhibition parties 
■ad so on, but as I have told you already there are various schemes. An 
Industrial Survey Committee was appointed and the committee has submitted 
I report. A Salt Survey Committee was appointed and that committee has 
|dso furnished a report. All these things are before me and at the time when 
l took charge of this department, I thought that the future of Bengal would 
depend on now the industries ot this province would shape. That is the 
reason why 1 have not been able to come to any definite conclusion all of a 
sudden. 1 am studying the problems. 1 hope the suggestions that have 
been made in the Industrial Survey Committee's report and the Salt Survey 
Committee's report will be given due consideration. My department luia 
considered them and I hope very soon we will be able to come to some final 
conclusion. 

At the present moment, we have got, as given in the red hook, certain 
schemes about electricity and certain other schemes about sericulture. 
Many honourable members have mentioned about small cottage industries. 

As regards the electrification scheme, as I have already told you on some 
other das. we have already given notice to the Barruckpore Electric Supply 
Corporation for being taken up by the Government of Bengal. Aery soon we 
will , serve a nottee on the Calcutta Klertric Supply Corporation to take it up 
and the Bengal Government would try very soon to nationalise the transport 
system. 1 do not know lto\y far we will he aide to finish it successfully but 
this will possibly be the beginning. The new electrification scheme that has 
been taken up starts tiom Garifa and Nailmti ami goes via Kimughat, 
Krishnagar and Nawudwip to Burdwan and tlien^ it comes back in a 
triangular form. There are also other schemes. e are also thinking of 

hydro-electric schemes. But you all know that even scheme requires 
money. That is the reason why I have said that after the policy and the 
basic structure of future industnes of Bengal have been settled, tbe Bengal 
Government will have to find out the money, whether from their own 
ex< liequer or from the Government of India by way of loan that W’ill depend 
ou the Government of Bengal. 

Sir, with these words I will say before this House that fill the suggestions 
which my honourable friends have made will he taken into consideration and 
I can say this that the future of industries of Bengal ought to be not only 
taken serious notice of but if Bengal is to thrive, the industries of Bengal 
must be taken serious consideration of. 

Tbe motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed that a sum of 
Rs. 1,24,92,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads “44 -I ml us truss 
Industries” and “72-Capital Outlay on Industrial Development” was then 
put and agreed to. 


43-lnduttriofr~^inohoni. 

Tin Hon'blt Mr. AHMED HOMAIN: Sir, on the recommemlation of Hi* 
Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a Hum of Hh 22,10, UW be 
granted for expenditure under the head “44-Industries ( mehona . 

The motion was then put and agreed to, 


S5A-Capital outlay on provincial achomos of SUto Trading- 

Tin Hon'bf- Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Kir, on the recommendation of Hi* 
Excellency the Governor, I be# fo move that a aum of Be, &»,U1,UUU be 
granted for expenditure under the head ‘‘HoA-C'apital outlay on provmcta 
scheme* of State Trading”. 

Mr. ABDUL HAKIM* MIA: Mr. Speaker. Sir, during the 
discussion of the budget, many members of the Opposition as well as memoers 

5 
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of the Government side spoke about corruption, bribery ami jobbery prevail- 
ing in the Civil Supplies Department. 1 think had the whole budget session 
been utilized on the di*cu*sioii of this subject, there would have been no end 
of it. Just on the assumption of office the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Civil Supplies, declared that officers against whom there existed strong 
suspicion would he removed from service, and the injustice done to Muslims 
in the matter of appointment and trade would be remedied very soon. 
Although more than four and a half months have elapsed, I find, nothing 
has been done in this respect. First of all, we pressed the Hon’ble Minister 
for the removal of retired officers who have been re-employed in the Civil 
Supplies Department. Officers, who retired from Government service after 
having served for 30 to 35 years, were re-employed in the Civil Supplies 
Department and are still continuing on fat salaries. I bad the opportunity 
to meet some of these old retired officers, and I find that they are physically 
unfit as well as mentally. It is difficult for these officers to deal with files 
which they cannot even move from one place to another. In spite of 
representations made to the Hon’ble Minister no remedy has yet been done. 

As regards the Muslim ratio, when we came here as members of the 
Assembly, we learnt that the ratio in the Civil Supplies Department was 
70 per cent. Hindus and 30 per cent. Muslims. Although, I know, the 
Hon’ hie Minister passed an order that henceforth all appointments in the 
Department should go to Muslims in order to make up the parity . up till now 
the ratio has not been increased by one per cent. even. AVe learnt that 
Hindu clerks and sub-inspector* drawing a salary of Us. 50 to Us. 75 were 
promoted to gazetted ninks after only six months or one year’s service m the 
Civil Supplies Department; the Hon’ble Minislei called for a report from the 
Departmental Heads about the number of Muslim and Hindu employees with 
particulars as to their first appointment and the present appointment held by 
them; flu* report has been given in such a way that it is difficult for the 
Hon'ble Minister to detect. I remember to ha\e seen some such report in 
the Morntni) Xnrs that the officer who was entrusted with this report, and 
who is the conscience-keeper of the Hon’ble Minister, also manipulated the 
report . 

As regards trade and commerce, the Hon'ble Minister assured us that in 
the matter of trade, Muslims, Scheduled Castes and other Hindus will get 
their proper share, but \ find on enquiry that the privileges, rights and 
claims of t he Muslim merchants and also of the Scheduled Castes, have been 
neglected and trampled upon. One Scheduled Caste firm approached 
Mr. llajan for a permit, but bis petition was rejected on the ground that he 
was a new-comer in the line. 1 went to Mr. Rajan and asked him, what 
justification vras there for him to hold the portfolio of Director of Civil 
Supplies when he has no experience whatsoever in the business line? He 
admitted that I was right, and said that because Government has put him 
there as Director of Supplies he i* working there and drawing his salary. 

I think the honourable members know that to get permits for mustard oil, 
gur, mustard seeds, sugar, etc., no experience is necessary. A dealer has 
simply to obtain a permit for these, then he has to go to U.P. to get the stuff, 
arrange for wagons, and bring these things to Calcutta. For these things if 
I am entrusted with the whole of the Civil Supplies Department, 1 can 
manage it. During Section 93 regime Scheduled Caste merchants could not 
enter No. 11 /A. Free School Street, because the police prevented them. 
There was nobody tq^ safeguard their interests. Now after the formation of 
the Ministry, he can enter the corridor but not beyond that. If these things 
continue in this way, and the rights of the Muslims and Scheduled Castes 
hr© trampled upon in this way, I think we cannot do any justice to these 
merchants. 

Now, Sir, as regards strong suspicion against officers, the Hon’ble 
Minister assured us that such officers would be removed from the Civil 
Supplies Department on strong suspicion. 01 course, there was terror after 
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this public statement. But I find that the terror has subsided with the 
appointment of the Private Secretary to the Hon’ble Minister. This Private 
pecretury has already (rained notoriety being in the Rationing Department 
for a considerable period. As regards that I have no personal knowledge, 
M I remember that sometime dining ,h P fii>t week of Mav, some contractors 
ipprouched the Hon'ble Minister in respect of labour supply of >even 
Rationing godowns in ( alcutta. The contmetors fi loti a represent at ion that 
die whole contract should not be (riven to one man, but should be divided 
imong seven persons. I he Hon bit* Minister agreed and tenders were 
nviteo. the last date of which was Vlst May. On the 18th May the 
ion tractors -foi Innately 1 and the Ilon’ble Minister li\e in the same 
wilding, 1 on the third floor and lie on the lir>t — came to me and said (hat 
llthough the Hon’hle Minister had asked for tendons by I? 1st May, it had been 
m arranged that the present man would continue for two months more and 
hesc tenders would he rejected. I had to use very harsh words to these 
contractors and said that they should have no such suspicion. On i*2nd May 
it transpired that all tenders have been rejected. I personally approached 
the Hon hie Minister who assured me that he would call for tenders, but two 
months have elapsed and no tender has been invited. The Private Secretary 
was implicated in the matter and that was tbe suggestion of the contractors. 
Now I hold a stiong suspicion against the Private Secretary and would 
request the lion hie Minister to enquire into the matter personally and ciyu 
remove our suspicion in this respect. 

There is another .matter which I have got to submit before this House. 

Government has to incur a loss of about o to 1(1 lakhs a year— I think the 

figure may la* higher than this. The rate of contract in the rationing 

godowns is much higher than the rate in the Civil Supplies godowns, 

although the worn is the same. I would draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
the finance Minister to this matter; the public should not la* deprived to the 
extent of Us. 10 lakhs given to contractors id Rationing Department. 

As regards the corruption prevailing in the Civil Supplies Department, I 
would only say that the Hon'ble Minister inuld not as yet remove the 
corruption prevailing in the office of the District Civil Supply Officer in his 
district from which district 1 also come. Sometimes, say a month before, 
some persons approached for permit for umbrellas. Von can get umbrellas 
only if your petition is forw aided by tie* District Controller of ( i\il Supplies 
of the district to which you belong; but what does the staff of his office doP 
( orruption is prevalent there. The petition is not recommended unless you 
pay something to the officer of that department. About two months before 
three licences for foodgrains have been suspended by the then District 
(ontroller for adopting foul means, but as soon as the new District Controller 
joined, he withdrew' that suspension order and allowed those traders to 
1 ontinue although there is enough on record against those foodgruin dealers. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Your time is over. 

* fTbe member having reached bis time-limit resumed his seat at this 
stage.)' 

Mr. OSMAN CANI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we requested the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of Civil Supplies to withdraw' the rice and paddy licences which 
have been issued on a thana basis. The Hon’ble Minister assured us that 
f he circular which was issued to that effect would be withdrawn immediately, 
hut up till now ! have come to learn that that circular has not been withdrawn 
and rice and paddy are not moving from one thana to another thana. 

4 8 godowns I would like to draw the attention of the Hon'ble 

Minister that Calcutta riots have given us some sort of impression that 
$odowns should be constructed in Park Circus and some other localities 
inhabited by Muhammadans and the godowns in the Hindu areas should be 
equally divided in Calcutta. 
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Mr, SPEAKER! What I Khali remember is that the honourable member 
can express himself very correctly in English. 

Mr. ABDUS BABUR KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the interest about 
participating in the Budget discussion has vanished, because of the decision 
of the Opposition so as not to participate in the debate. But one thing I 
would like to bring to the notice of everybody and it is this. What is the 
position and what is the scope of State trading just ahead of us? Probably 
all of us have noticed with a very heavy heart that we have got foodgrains for 
one month only in our reserves. Of course my friends of the Opposition are 
out to discredit and disgrace this Ministry and to saddle it with the wrong 
burden of responsibility regarding riots, hut they ought to be very careful 
about tlieir criticism and about their constructive suggestions which we 
have very fervently sought irom time to time a-* to the improvement of the 
food situation in this country. Today the Congress have come to the Centre 
and it is quite natural that Pandit Nehru’s Administration will do everything 
to save the impending famine situation contrary to as the Centre did in the 
year PM-i, hut alter the Chief Minister’s hnntir appeal up till now no 
assurance has come from any quarteis to replenish 01 to subsidise the already 
famished stock of Bengal. I should like to enquire irom the Hon’ble 
Minister, ( lvil Supplies, as to the position of procurement from within this 
country and the scope and possibility of procurement from abroad. Well, 
ns regards procurement from within this country, as I have .stated in my 
previous speech during ihe ail |uui nment motion, forced procurement will not 
be able to bring any relict or replenish the stock. Jt is rather voluntary 
contribution ot the excess stock which the cultivator will be very glad to 
come forward to save the hungrv millions of the deficit area. Contrary to 
expectation a forced and compulsory requisition was introduced with a noti- 
fication that stocks above one thousand mnunds only will be seized, but in 
practice we have* found that stocks much below one thousand muunds have 
been seized. 1 represent a surplus area and naturallv it is my interest to see 
that tin* growers there are amply paid for what they have grown with their 
labour and money, but to my utmost objection and dislike I would like to 
tell this House that in many eases requisitions have been made on wrong 
information. Actually the tequisitioned stock has been found to be very 
much below one thousand muunds and the prices for such requisitioned stuff 
bave always been varied whenever and wherever it has been found necessary 
nml convenient . 1 would also invite a reply from the Hon’ble Minister for 

•Civil Supplies as to the stock be has been able to get through forced requisi- 
tion, If it is found that the stock is not up to the mark or up to the expecta- 
tion of everybody, then I would question the necessity of forced requisition 
which every cultivator of surplus areas has resented. We have been con- 
fronted wit li many sorts of malicious propaganda and questions. We shall 
discuss separately things relating to the Civil Supplies Department when 
that subject will come up before this House for consideration, but let me 
tell this House that since the last adjournment motion things in the Civil 
Supplies Department are exactly in tne same place where we left them at 
that time. The system of licence to which the attention of Government was 
drawn is still in vogue and no attempt has been made to issue fresh licences 
or to give more trading facilities to the rice and paddy traders of this 
country. Rather to my utmost surprise we still find that some section of 
the people, some marketing caucus is still predominating in the commercial 
enterprises of Bengal. I earnestly appeal to Hon’hle Minister, Civil 
Supplies, to extena more trading facilities, issue more licences, more 
renewals of licences to the merchants of surplus areas who easily and 
naturally, without depending on the Directorate of Movements, can arrange 
for the flow* of surplus rice to the deficit areas. Some such way ought to have 
been devised in order to avoid the delay that is caused by the Directorate of 
Movements. Aus crop is now over. tS> ought to have experimented some ** 
eucli device regarding aus crop if rice was to be decontrolled and if a system 
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of natural flow from surplus to deficit areas were to be established. But so 
far as we find, no such attempt has been made and indeed it is very much 
regrettable that in spite of our repeated demand experiments on these lines 
are not being undertaken. In this matter the Directorate of Movement* 
is very slow and absolutely worthless. My friends have dealt with this 
problem to a very great extent. I had no mind to go into the problem, but 
only to emphasize one or two important points. 1 am going to participate 
in it. The Civil Supplies Officers are of several categories. There are old 
superannuated officers of which my friend has gi\en a very glaring instance. 
There are lawyer officers — those briefless barristers who could not shine in 
that profession have gone into the Civil Supplies Department in order to 
ameliorate the public distress as also to ameliorate their own distress. Then© 
people ure not law ver-Magisirates. How on earth these briefless barrister® 
could be recruited for Civil Supplies Department 1 do not understand. The 
very fact that this a temporary department makes the officers irresponsible 
and those people who have been recruited there have no guarantee or 
assurance of the continuity of their sen ires. Naturally they will stoop 
low for money and seize the opportunities that will occur before them. 
Government ought to have given serious consideration to these things. 

There are also merchant officers in the Directorate of Textiles and the 
Directorate of Consumer* Goods. We find that people who had been bolding 
some posts in the merchant offices arc all of a sudden becoming big officers 
in that Department. They have also brought a coterie of men along with 
them who are enjoving further facilities in this Department. This is a very 
bad system. If the I.C.S. people who ne\er sold a single grain of rice and 
never bad a chance of having a grocery can act as Directors and Controller* 
of Civil Supplies, tin 1 same set of people can inn these Branches more 
efficiently than the merchant and military officers. Now, Sir, the very fact 
that tins is a temporary department is making the officers callous. From the 
highest officer in the Cm! Supplies Department down to the chuprasi the 
whole system should be thoroughly overhauled and necessary t musters must 
he made without delay This Department should he completely regenerated 
with permanent Government officers who will not have to think that aftei the 
termination of the Civil Supplies Depaitmeiit they will also have to leave 
their services. At present they suffer from a sense of insecurity and do not 
feel seriously about their responsibility Sn, this sense of irresponsibility 
is dominating the whole Civil Supplies Department and still Government 
is not taking steps to rectify the position. 

Now . Sir. I would refer to some glaring instances of injustice being dorm 
to Muslims of this Department and in my speech which I delivered on 
an adjournment motion I gave instances how Muslim store-keepers, Muslim 
salesmen have been wrongly implicated in false eases, winch were done 
deliberately with motives. Now, though these people were honourably 
acquitted in courts they were not given any chance to resume their frosts by 
the Department. I also know of cases in which Hindu officers who got 
strictures fioni the courts had been promoted while Muslim officers who have 
been discharged by the court without any stiutures have not been allowed 
to join their previous frosts. There is absolutely no reason why such 
differential treatment should be meted (rut to Muslim employees of the 
Department. I would therefore again suggest that ibis Defragment should 
be thoroughly regenerated and reorganised. 

Sir, we are deprived of valuable suggestions of the Opposition in* the 
matter of Food which is coming before us for consideration. I would request 
the Opposition to take this matter into their serious consideration. The 
condition of 1 04-5 must Ire resisted, must be stopped and with this end in view 
w*e must Ire in right earnest to arm ourselves from beforehand. We must fm 
on our guard so that we will not have to be faced with a similar calamity. 

With these few words I resume my seat, f shall Ire very happy if I get 
a reply on the ppints I have mentioned. 
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The HOft'ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: My honourable friend Mr. Abdul 
Hakim baa raised several questions which I believe require replies. 

He said that in the matter of appointments, justice is not being shown to 
all communities irrespective of caste or creed. I may tell him that communal 
ratio rules which were promulgated after a good deal of negotiations between 
major parties wilt be and are being very sedulously observed at present. 

About trade, my friend has said that sufficient facilities are not being 
given to Muslims. It is true that Muslims and Scheduled Caste people did 
not enter into trade before, and there was a certain instruction from the 
Government of India that unless these people had been trading for three 
years before which is called basic year, they would not be allowed 

licenses in respect of foodgraina and some other commodities. The legal 
implication of that rule has been examined very carefully; I have taken the 
opinion of the Legal Remembrancer as well as of the Advocate-General, and 
now it has been decided that the basic year should not stand in the was of 
granting licenses for foodgruins or other commodities, ami instructions are 
going to be ismhmI very soon (cries of bear, bean. 

My friend has also said that there are main letired officers now serving 
in the Enforcement Branch and some other branches of the Civil Supplies 
Department. With regard to that I may mention that I have taken down 
the names and have also ascertained the efficiency oi these gentlemen. I 
have already issued an order that gradually they will be replaced by efficient 
officers, because it will not be possible to secure efficient officers all at once, 
ami I have already given notice to lour pci son* to be released as soon as 
possible. 

About the Muslim ratio I ha\e ulie.tdv said that a** it is a question of 
doing justice to all communities and in view of the tact that dunng Section 
Oil regime the communal ratio rule has not been carefully observed. I have 
already issued an order that in future all appointments whether by promo- 
tion or bv direct recruitment, should be given to Muslims ami Scheduled 
Castes till parity is reached. 

As regards contracts of transport and labour in Calcutta that only one 
man used to do this business, I have ordered that tin* carrying business of 
Calcutta should be split up into several part--, and that should be distributed 
after tenders are called. 1 do not understand how my friend s,»ys that no 
action has been taken in this behalf, when a notice lets already been issued 
ami they were published m various papers ol Calcutta. It has been said 
that, there is corruption in the Civil Supplies Department. As regards 
corruption, l have heard such general remarks being made both in the press 
as well as on the platform. You cun very well understand that unless 
specific allegations arc made no action can be taken against any person. It 
is necessary that we must have enough evidence so that the delinquent may 
1)4* sent up m court to take bis trial. 1 have already told, and I still hold 
the \ iew that if there be strong suspicion against anv person of the Civil 
Supplies, 1 shall certainly serve a notice on him to leave the Department 
within a month. 

It has been said that license-holders cannot trade beyond a certain limit, 
namely, that if he has been granted a tluna license he can trade only within 
the thuna. I have already got that mollified and now f have passed an order 
that a trader on taking a license can trade throughout the whole subdivision; 
he can have any number of licenses for any number of subdivisions. So that 
difficulty has been very clearly obviated. 

Mr. Osman Gbani bus suggested that there should lie a godown in the 
Park Circus area. 1 have already taken steps to see that there might be such 
godovvns in almost every part of the town where the Muslims are in a 
majority and also where the Hindus are in a majority so that there may not 
be any difficulty if in future any troubles arise in movement of the foodstuffs. 
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Then, my friend Mr. Sabur has suggested that Government decided to 
requisition only stocks over 1,000 maunds, but still stocks of lesser quantity 
have also been requisitioned. I may inform him that that decision has been 
modified ami now stocks of lesser quantity, vi*., above A00 maunds, have 
been asked to be requisitioned. 

Then, my friend has said that several Muslims, who had been prosecuted, 
have not been reinstated after acquittal. Some such appeals have been made 
and I have called for report and 1 have taken action in respect of several of 
these cases. 

* 

I think I have ^iven replies to all the points that have been raised by my 
friends here and I hope they will now puss the |?rnnt which has been moved. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran that a sum of Us. 5D.01 ,0tM) 
be granted for expenditure under the head “SoA-( ’apital outlay on provincial 
schemes of State Trading** was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

Ihe House was then adjourned at d-ld p.m. till 'J-'IO p.m. on Tuesday, the 
l^th September, 1946, at the Assemhh House, ('aleuttu. 



10 [ITtb Sept., 

Proceeding* of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Tins Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
17th September, 1946, at 2-30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Nirul Amin) in the Chair, 6 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 200 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Realisation of collective fines from peasants of Balurghat. 

*39. Mr. RUP HARAYAN RAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the amount of punitive tax or collective fines realised from the sub- 
division of Balurghat (Dinajpur) in connection with the 
disturbances that took place in August and subsequent months 

in 1042; 

(h) how much ol these faxes or fines, so collected, were realised from 
the peasants there; 

(c) whether the Government propose to return the nu»ne\ , so obtained 
to their respective payees; and 

(</) whether the Government contemplate setting up a non-official 
enquiry committee to investigate into the atrocities that were 
committed l>v police and other officers against the people of 
Balurghat while collecting these fines? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 

Suhrawardy): (a) 1U. bo, 389 have been realised as collective fines. 

(h) Figures are not readily available and 1 am not prepared to order the 
collection of these details, as the time and labour spent on it will not be 
commensurate with the result to be obtained. 

(r) No. 

{<0 No; Government are not aware of the commission of any atrocities. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANE Rill: With reference to answer (c) is 
the Hon’ble Minister aware that in Congress provinces the collective fines 
that were realised have been returned? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Does the Double Minister con- 
sider it desirable that in this province also the fines so realised should be 
returned ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Dou ble Minister be 
pleased to state w hy not ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Because in Congress provinces those 
who are in power are the friends of those who committed the offences and 
who were eulogised by them as heroes. It was necessary for them to refund 
the fines while in this province the Ministry does not talce up that attitude. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Doen the Hon’ble Miniater say from 
personal knowledge that because the Congress thought them to be heroes 
that the fines were remitted and returned ¥ 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD. Not from personal knowledge, but 
automatically it appears that unless the Congress' Ministry refund the fines 
they stand self-condemned. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister think it 
desirable to enquire from the Provincial authorities elsewhere why the fines 
were remitted? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: We know from Press reports the 
Congress Governments returned the tines because those were collected for the 
offences committed bv their colleagues during the August disturbances of 
1942 . 

Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJI: lines the lloiphle Minister 
consider the imposition of such punitive taxes justifiable? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter ol opinion. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Double Minister aware that 
some times collective fines were imposed even on innocent persons who had 
nothing to do with the offences committed for which collective tines were 
imjmsed ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the lloi.’ble Minister think it 
desirable to enquire into such cases in the province and give them some relief 
if imposition has been made on innocent persons? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think that is the principle of collective tine. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Hut, Sir, there is no lmr to Govern- 
ment giving some relief to innocent people. 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The Government has, oi course, taken 
into consideration individual ca^es and has remitted some fines. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the llon’lde Minister know 
that in lialurghat subdivision one Malutraj Hahadui Singli has instituted a 
civil suit (jtiestioning the imposition of collective fines there by Government? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The matter is still ,# ,h-ju<hrc. 

Mr. PRAVA8H CHANDRA LAHIRY: With reference to the latter 
part of answer (d) will the Uon’ble Minister be pleased to -tale whether 
Government took note of newspaper reports that atrocities were committed 
by the police and other officers against the people of Balurghat while 
collecting these fines? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question cannot be allowed. Newspaper rejmrt 
cannot be the basis of any question. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state what is the principle involved which stood in the wa> of returning the 
fines so imposed ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In the opinion oi the then Government 
excesses were committed by the people and they thought that imjwisition of 
collective fines would he the best remedy against those excesses. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: In view of tire fact that it was the 
opinion of the then Government, will the HonTde Minister be pleased to 
state whether this Government also support tbe conduct of the then 
Government ? 
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Mr. HAMIDUODIN AHMAD: Individual cases have been taken into 
consideration and fines have been remitted but not in all cases. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased 
io state some of the principles in respect of which or upon which some fines 
were remitted? 

Mr. HAMIDUODIN AHMAD: In case* where Government on enquiry 
found that the people were innocent the fine* were remitted. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Doe* the Hon’hle Minister think it 
desirable to enquire from other provinces the exact reasons for which the 
fine* were remitted and returned and let the House know of it ? 

Mr. HAMIDUODIN AHMAD: Government does not think it necessary. 

Conduct of I. B. officers in a conference at Natore. 

*40. Mr. PRAVASH CHANDRA LAHIRY: (a) Is the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware that a subdivisionai 
political conference was recently held at Natore (Rajshahi) talkie hall under 
the presidentship of u member of this House wherein the police officer* in 
uniform and the I. B. officer* in plain clothe* were said to be deputed there 
by the district authorities of Rajshahi under the Defence of India Rules? 

(b) If the answer to (</) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'hle Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the police and the I. B. officers 
did not stand up along with the whole house when a condolence resolution 
wus being put from the chair as a mark of respect to the departed patriots? 

(e) Will the Hon'hle Minister he pleased to >tate whether there is any 
instruction of the Government upon its officers to stick to their seats W’hiie 
the whole house is standing in respeet ? 

(d) ll not, will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state whether he 
proposes to take ain action in the matter? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’hle Mr. H. 8. 
8uhrawardy)‘. (o) Yes. The Nator SubdivUional (\ ingress Workers’ Con- 
ferenee was held at the Nator Cinema Hall on the 19th May, 194b, under 
the presidentship of Professor .1 \ot ish Chandia Ghosh. A Magistrate and 
Police otlieers both uniformed and in plain clothes attended the ('(inference. 

(f>) Yes. 

(<•) Coder the “Go\ eminent Servants Conduct Rules’’ Government 
officer* cannot take part in the proceedings of such meetings. 

{d) Does not arise. 

Mr. PRAVASH CHANDRA LAHIRY: With reference to answer (c), 
is the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Home Department aware that a 
political meeting is attended by non-political men and women also and that 
they too stand up with the actual participants when called upon to do so by 
the President of the meeting only as a mark of common courtesy and that it 
does not mean any participation in the proceedings in view of the fact — — 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is too lengthy a question : I cannot allow it. 

Mr. PRAVASH CHANDRA LAHIRY: Does the Hon’hle Minister 
think that mere standing up with the whole house constitutes participation 
an the proceedings of the meeting? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 
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Infant mortality statistics and milk supply to children in Bengal. 

•41. Mrs. ASHALATA 8EN: ui) Will the Hon'blf Minister in charge 
if the Department of Health ami Local Self-Government l>e pleased to lay 
in the Table a statement showing: — 

(f) how many children were Imm in the years 1942, 194(1, 1944, 1945 
and 1946 in the Province of Beugal ; and 

ut) how many of them died within It years from birth Y (The figures 
to Ik* shown separately in rcajiect of each year.) 

(6) Is there any milk canteen for the children m the Province of Bengal 
established at the expense of Government!' 

< r I It the answer to clause </>) is in the allii motive, will the HoiPlde 
Ministci l.o pleased to state how main canteens there are and where they 
have been established'/ 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali): (a ) A state- 
ment showing births and deaths amongst children under one year and one to 
five vear.s of age is placed on the Lihrurv Table, Death figures under three 
years of age are not available as they are not separately recorded. 

Yes. 

(c) Forty canteens a list ot which is placed on the Library Table. 

Recruitment of officers in Post-War Fire Service of Bengal. 

•42, Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: (a) Will the lion' hie Minister in charge 
ol the llcpaitment ot Health and Local Nell-t iovei nment he pleased io 
state— 

, i ) whether there lias been unv recruitment ot offi< cis m the Department 
ot Post-War Development, Fire Service in Bengal, alter tin* 
assumption of office b\ the pteseut Ministry; 
ui, whether there was au.\ adv ert inoneiil tor the post ot Director, Deputy 
Director, two Regional Officers and three Deputy Regional 
Oflieet s of Fire Service; and 

<iu) w hethei reeiuitineiit ot one Director, one Deputy Director and two 
Regional Ofh< ers were made/ 

.//I It the answer to Ui)im) is in the affirmative, will the JlmFble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

</) whether thev are Bengalees or non-Bengalees; and 
(//t whether there were an\ Bengalee candidates/ 

id It the answer to (h)ui) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleaded to state whether the Government pmpose to send the candidates for 
those posts of Director. Deputy Director and Regional Officers to the Public 
Service Commission, Bengal/ 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: («}(») No: the scheme for a perma- 
nent Bengal Fire Service is still under consideration. 

tu) and iin) No; the designations, jurisdictions and clnuges of certain 
existing officers of the tenijioiarv Bengal Fire Service have been altered to 
secure greater administrative efficiency. 1 wo officers of the ( alcutta Jire 
Brigade have )**en deputed temporarily to fill consef|uential vacancies in 
the Bengal Fire Service. 

(h)m One of the deputed officers of the Calcutta Fire Brigade is an 
Anglo-Indian resident in Bengal ; the other is a Bengali Muslim, 

(u) Does not arise. * 
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(e) Permanent vacancies in the Officer cadre of the permanent Bengal 
Fire Service , when that service is established , will, in the usual course, be 
filled after consultation with the Public Service Commissoin, Bengal. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Arising out of 
(a)(i), will the Hon'lde Minister be pleased to state when the Government 
will come to a decision ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot exactly give the target 
date but the decision will he expedited. 

Mr/ MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state how many of the Fire Brigade Stations have 
been disbanded? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am at raid I cannot give the 
number off-hand. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister Ik* pleased to state how many of the Fire Brigade personnel have 
been absorbed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am afraid 1 cannot give the 
answer off-hand. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether it is a tact that the places wheie there 
is no municipufih will he depmed of the Fire Brigade Stations? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, that is most likely 
correct, because when we have permanent Bengal Fire Service we will give 
the benefit of fin* service to the largei municipalities in this province and 
the question of giving such facilities to the nun-municipal area cannot be 
taken up h\ Government at this stage. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Is the Hon hie 

Minister aware that there are stations like Feni and rhowmohni! which 
are more important than municipal areas and they are going to he deprived 
if he follows this principle? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That is purely a matter of 
opinion, but 1 think that Feni and (’bowmohini are very big places of 
importance and max be thex are more lmjHirtant than some municipal areas, 
but at tile present moment we cannot gixe facilities to all the municipalities 
of this province. We shall luxe to restrict the facilities to the larger 
municipalities of this province. 

Policy of disposal of derequisitioned premises. 

*43. Mrs, E. M. RICKETT8: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Flnef Minister’s (Fommon Services) l)ejKirtuient be pleased to state — 
(<#) if it is the policy of the Government that derequisitioned premises 
.should Ik* offered in the first instance to the parties in occupation 
at the time of the original requisitioning; and 
\h) if so, what are the ciministanees under which the premises at No. 0, 
Bulk Iiiine, although already derequisitioned have not lieen offered 
to the previous tenants? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM (onjfthatf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8uhnwtrdy): 

(a) Yes, as a geueral rule. • 

{b) The previous occupants did not ask to be reinstated. Therefore, as 
the house was required us a students’ hostel, and the owner was willing to 
lease it for this purpose, the house was taken over by Government in the 
Education Department 
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Mrt« E. M. RICKETT8* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
rhat steps were taken by Government to ascertain if nil the previous tenants 
Fere driven sufficient time to reply as to whether they wish to return to their 
iats? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I think Government gave notice to all informing 
al»out the (bite of derequisition. 


Detention of I.N.A. men in Bengal. 

•44. Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA B08E: Will the Hon'hle Minister in 
charge id the Home Department he pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing the present number of I.N.A. men and persons connected with the 
I.N A or persons described by the Government as "Enemy agent?" - 

(a i who are still in detention in Bengal ; 

ib) their names and full home addresses; 

(ft how many ot them have been served with restriction orders under 
Ordinance 111 ot I G44 ; and 

u/* their names and home addresses!" 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): 

{a) Nil. 

(In Does not arise. , 

( r i One. 

(f /) Halm Priti Clutudhurv. son ot Halm Hem»\ Hhusou Chaudhury, of 
Kadurhhil, Hoalkhali, Chittagong. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA B08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether these I.N.A. men and persons connected with the I.N.A. 
or persons described by the Government as “Enemy agents” were prosecuted 
under Ordinance III of 1044? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I want notice. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA B08E: Will the Hon’hle Minister l« pleased 
to state how many of these I.N.A. men were executed and how many 
sentenced to transportation for life? 

Mr. K. NA8ARULLA: I want notice. 


Legislation to deal with trafRo in women. 

•45. Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA B08E: in) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Police) Deportment, aware that due to the recent influx 
of w'omen of the town the nuisance has greatly aggravated in the City of 
Calcutta? 

(b) If so, what action, if any, the Government are proposing to take to 
clear the inhabited localities of the City of Calcutta of undesirable occupants 
under the Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act? 

(r) Is the Hon’bie Minister aware that social health of the city has 
deteriorated seriously due to the increase of public women therein? 

(d) Is the Hon’*bIe Minister considering the desirability of taking ade* 
quafe measures for removal of the nuisauce? 

(e) Does the Hon’ble Minister pronose to introduce fresh legislation 
empowering the Police to cope adequately with the traffic in women, which 
is daily growing in the City of Calcutta ? 

if) Is it a fact that Jhe steps that are being taken by the Police at present 
are not adequate to ensure rooting out of the evil in a short timef 
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(y) Is it a fact that punishments by way of nominal fines are being 
imposed in eases of breach of the Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic 
Act and that such steps are not enough to deter offenders? 

(h) Do the Government consider the desirability of introducing more 
stringent legislation to deal more effectively with the matter? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 9. 

iuhrawardy) : (a) Yes, the evil was noticed as early as 1944. With the 

cessation ol hostilities and the departure ot large numbers of troops from 
the City the evil has somewhat abated. 

(h) Instructions were given to the Police to take action under the Bengal 
Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act. 19M, against commercialized vice and 
with the exception ot one or two ureas in the north, the City has been < leared 
of the nuisance. The existing law does not prohibit individual prostitution 
and action cannot 1 m* taken by the Police under section 0 of the Act except on 
a complaint as prescribed therein. Such complaints are scarcely ever made. 

(r) It is a fact that during the war yeais prostitution, open and clandes- 
tine, increased and tin* dissemination of venereal diseases became alarming. 
Government took steps to control the situation by closing brothels as stated 
above and by opening clinics for the treatment and cure ot venereal diseases. 
With the deiiar fare of troops from Calcutta the position is not now as serious 
as it was. 

(d) An amendment made to the existing Act in dune, 194fj, has consider- 
ably improved it, but it is found to lie still defective and weak in certain 
respects, further amendments are under the consideration of Government. 

(e) and (/) The answer is as given in (<I) above. 

(//) In very few cases has the maximum fine of Bs.50 provided in the 
Act been imposed. This is, however, a matter for the courts. Prosecuting 
officers have been directed to press for the award of deterrent sentences on 
conviction. 

(//) Please see answer to (77), 

Ml*. 9ATI8H CHANDRA B08E: Is the Hon’ble Minister await* that 
commercialised vice still exists in South Calcutta? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Aes, it exist**, but not in such 'venous 
form as before. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Arising out of 
(7>), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names of the areas 
in the city? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED! Central Calcutta ns a whole. 

Mr« MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ. With respect to answer (d) where it has 
been stated that further amendments are under the consideration of Govern- 
ment f will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when there is a likelihood 
of bringing such a legislation ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED. At the earliest opportunity. 

Control of tanks under Calontta Corporation. 

•48. Dr. MOZAMMEL W088AIN: in) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Agriculture be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that all the tanks under Calcutta Corporation are under direct control 
of Bengal Government for improvement of fishery industry? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what scheme, if any, has been adopted for the purpose? 
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Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon'ble Mr. Ahmed 
Hossain): (a) No. 

(/>) Does not arise. 

Mr. ABU TAIYAB MAZHARUL HAQUE: Does the Government 
contemplate taking up the improvement of tanks in Calcutta which are now 
Tinder the Calcutta Corporation? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes, the scheme for utilisation of tonka 
belonging to t lio Calcutta Corporation by the Director of Fisheries for rearlug 
fish is under contemplation. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Hon’ble Chief Minister’s assurance to release political prisoners. 

11. (Suoin Notice.) Mr. HEMANTA KUMAR BA8U: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in (barge <>i the Home Department he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that an assutanee was given b\ the Hon’ble Cliiet Minister 
to the demonstrators assembled at the Assembly compound on tin* 24th .1 illy 
last for the release of all political prisoners before the loth August, 1946, 
and the withdrawal of ban on the Forward Hloc before the same date? 

(6) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 1)6 
pleased to state whether the Government are considering to implement that 
assurance forthwith? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY : (a) No 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to repeat the statement that was made by the Hon’ble Chief Minister on the 
15th August in the Assembly compound? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The statement of the llon’hle Chief Minister made on 
the 15th August is already in the proceedings. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: No, Sir, I am referring to the state- 
ment made not here in the House but outside in the maiden west of this 
building on the 24th July. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The question refers to 16th 
August. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Fifteenth was the date fixed for 
release. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think on that date the Chief Minister made a state- 
ment in regard to the political prisoners who could be released. I think on 
the 15th August also the Hon’ble Chief Minister made a statement on the 
floor of this House with regard to the jwditical prisoners who could not he 
released on that date. Some prisoners were released on the J5th and he 
made a statement on that very day with regard to the other political 
prisoners who could not be released. I think that statement has superseded 
the previous statement. J/et us confine ourselves to the statement made on 
the J5th August. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: The question relates to the statement 

of 24th July. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: On the 24th July, the Hon'ble 
Chief Minister mode a statement and promised that he would announce hie 
decision regarding the* release of political prisoners on or before the 16th 
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August, aud in pursuance of thftt announcement the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
on the 15th August made an announcement on the floor of the House that 
he had passed orders for the release of all pre-reform political prisoners. 
The answer “No” in (a) means that he did not make any promise or 
announcement regarding the withdrawal of ban on the Forward Bloc on the 
24th July. His statement only referred to the question of announcement 
of Government decision regarding the release of political prisoners and the 
House is aware that in accordance with the announcement made he imple- 
mented his promise on t lie loth and all the political prisoners have been 
released. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to enlighten us if the Government are thinking of Withdrawing the ban on 
the “Forward Bloc*' and releasing the convicted political prisoners ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The matter is engaging the 
attention of Government. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many of the pre-reform political prisoners 
have been released since the loth of August ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: All the pre-reform political 
prisoners have lieen released. There was difficulty about one only. There 
was one pre-ielorm political prisoner whose name was Nareri Ghosh, but the 
release older in respect ot that political prisoner was not issued through a 
mistake, because there was another Suren Ghosh who was released 
previously. Therefore due to a mistake in office, his release order was not 
at first issued, but subsequently about a week back his release order was 
issued, and now it can be said that all the pre-reform political prisoners have 
been released. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what is their number? 

Tbt Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am sorry I cannot give you the 
number. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARY: In view of the fact that all 
the political prisoners have been released does the Government think it 
-desirable to lift the ban on Jogesh Chandra Chatterji who is now outside 
Bengal ? 

Tbt Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am afraid I shall have to ask for 
notice. 

Mr. HEMANTA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Government will remove the ban on the Bengal Provincial 
Forward Bloc? 

The Hon'blt Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. HEMANTA KUMAR BA8U*. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state by which date Government will release all the political prisoners? 

Tho Hon’blt Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: As 1 have said all pre-reform 
political prisoners have been released. 

Mr. HEMANTA KUMAR BA8U: There are other political prisoners. 

The Hon’blt Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The only prisoners who are 
detained now are convicted prisoners in connection with August, 1942 
disturbances. 

Mr. HEMANTA KUMAR BA8U: Is the Government prepared to give 
a date by which all the political prisoners arrested in connection with 1942 
Movement will be released? 
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Th# Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI. No target datq can be ffinn, but 

the Chief Minister is considering all aspects of this question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU. Is the llon’ble Minister aware that 
there are more than 20 prisoners in the Midnapore Jail who were convicted in 
connection with 1942 movement and of whom there are many who are 
suffering from serious diseases? 

Th0 Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I have already said that the only 
political prisoners who are now detained are the persons who were convicted 
of offences during the 1942 disturlMinees. All security prisoners have been 
released and all pre.reform political prisoners have Keen released. So far 
as the question of release of jiolitiml prisoners convicted during 1942 
disturliance* is concerned this matter is engaging the attention of th© 
Ilon’hle Thief Minister. 1 admit that some of them are not in good health. 

Mf. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Ilon’hle Minister consider- 
ing the desirability of releasing immediately those prisoners who are 
suffering from diseases? 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: As I have said the matter is 
engaging the attention of the Ilon’lde Thief Minister. It is also the policy 
ot (»o\ernment to release prisoners if the circumstances of the health of a 
prisoner are such as would warrant his release, but no such prisoner is now 
in detention whose condition would justify his release on medical ground. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
phrased to tell us bv which period we shall be able to know that those 
prisoners will be released? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 cannot (five tlir> target dole. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DAT'Mk: U the lion'll)© Minister aware that 
there are many petitions for the classification of th© prisoners convicted in 
connection witli 1942 imnement? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: May be. I am sorry T cannot 
answer that question without notice. 

Mr. ABUL HA8HEM: In view of the fact that the Tongressmen of the 
Opposition arc showing so much anxiety to release the political prisoners, 
may I know from the llon’ble Minister whether after the release of the pre- 
reform political prisoners, my Congress friends, and as a matter of that, the 
Congress organisation did give them any reception? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I have no official information, 
but 1 did see in newspapers .something about reception given to the political 
prisoners. As far as my recollection goes, reception was organised by the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Pending the question of release of 
political prisoners, does the Government consider the desirability of keeping 
all the prisoners convicted in connection with 1942 movement classified in 
Division I and Division IIP 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The honourable member will 

realise that so far as the convicted prisoners are concerned, the question of 
their classification rests with the trying authority— the trying Magistrate. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: The question of classification rest# 
with the Government. 

The Hon’blt Mr. MOHAMMED ALI I It doe# rest with the Government, 
but all these classifications are made on the recommendation of the trying 
Magistrate#. 
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Mr. 4. C. COPTA: Is th« Hon’ble Minister aware that the reception 
wan given to the released pre-reform political prisoners on behalf of the all- 
parties release campaign committee consisting of League, Congress, Com- 
munist# And others ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: On a point of order, Sir. May I point out that 
it is not the concern of Government to be aware of that? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no point of order. Government chose to reply 
to Mr. Abul Haahim’s question; so 1 cannot stop Mr. Gupta. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I have already said that I 
have no official information of that. 1 was relying entirely on my own 
memory when I said that I saw newspaper report of some reception given 
to the released political prisoners, and it was on the basis of that report that 
I stated that tne reception was given by the members of the Communist 
Party. 1 have no further recol lection in the matter. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA B08E: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the ban on the “Forward Bloc” has already been removed by the Central 
Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 hu\e no official information o: 
that, but I did see a report to that effect. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA B08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleasei 
to state bow long will it take the Local Government to consider the quest ioi 
of removal of the ban on the “Forward Bloc”? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot prophesy that. 

Mr. PRAVA8H CHANDRA LAHIRY: Will the Hon hie Minister h 
pleas cil to state whether there is any I N. A. security prisoner in Hen pal : 

Th. Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the llon’blo Minister aware tha 
among the convicted political prisoners in Midnapore there are some who ar 
suffering from serious diseases and have not been classified in spite c 
repeated petitions for these last five years? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Nishithci Kundu is general! 
well informed so far as the conditions of security prisoners are concerned 
I am prepared to take his word for the statement that they are not in goo 
health. But so far as t he question as to whether they are suffering froi 
serious diseases is concerned, that is, 1 should say , a matter of opinion an 
neither he nor myself are medical experts. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the auswer given by th 
Hon’ble Minister, I am supplying the name of the prisoner. His name i 
Birendra Nath Barman. He is much deteriorated in health. He has bee 
asking for classification. His father also applied. I too tried my best t 
bring it to the notice of^Govennuent. Does not the Hon’ble Minister, i 
view of the information supplied by me just now, think it desirable t 
enquire into the matter and make a classification in his case? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. An enquiry into th 
condition of health of the prisoner named by the honourable member will b 
instituted, and if he is anxious to know the result, it will be communicate 
to him. 
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Controlling of Witer-hynointh, 

12. Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH DUTTAi (a) Will the Hon hie Miaiatei 

in charge of the Detriment of Agriculture be pleased to state — 

(/) whether the Government are aware that the aman crops of large 
areas of lands in the district of Tippera specially in the Brahman- 
baria subdivision are destroyed each year by water-hyacinth; 

(t i) whether it is a fact that the destruction has been going on since the 
year 1915 when water-hyacinth had appeared; and 

(iii) whether it is a fact that jieople of many areas petitioned the Govern- 
ment for construction of water-hyacinth fencing to prevent the 
destruction of crops ? 

(b) Do the Government consider the desirability of constructing water- 
hyacinth fencing under the Water-hyacinth Act? 

(r) If so, in what areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H08SAIN : (a) (i) and (ii) Yes. 

(ni) Petitions have been received from time to time. 

(b) Government have no immediate scheme. The whole question of 
controlling and eradicating water-hyacinth throughout the Piovinee has been 
dealt with in a Development Scheme which is at present under the considera- 
tion of a Technical Committee, and Government are awaiting the report 
of the Committee before taking any action. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the lion hie Minister be 

pleased to state whether Government took any steps to prevent destruction 
of crops? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes, Sir 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state* whether the Water-Hyacinth Act was passed on the busis of 
any plan? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Ilon’ble Minister he 

pleased to state whether water-h\acintli fencing was constructed on the Wis 
of the Water-Hyacinth Act anywhere? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Yes. At some places in Tippera the 
scheme was experimented on the principle of levying cesi which proved u 
failure, and Government stopped it. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD RUKNUDDIN: Will the Hon’lde Minister ho 

pleased to -elute when the report of the Technical Committee will be 
submitted ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Government is trying to expedite the 
matter. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD RUKNUDDIN: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state what steps Government propose to take just now? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Government expect to get the report 
without delay and hope to take proper steps immediately thereafter. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Is the Honble 

Minister aware that water-hyacinth is being utilized as substitute for food, 
and does be consider the desirability of utilizing water-hyacinth as substitute 
for food instead of destroying and eradicating it ? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Government will consider the matter. 
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Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state, in the light of answer (b) that pending formulation of a particular 
scheme, whether Government consider the desirability of placing adequate 
funds in the hands of the Union Boards, so that Union Boards can 
independently cope with this problem immediately? 

» Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Many such schemes have been 
experimented upon but none proved successful. Government does not think 
it desirable to spend any money in a haphazard way. Government is await- 
ing the report of the Technical Committee, and as soon as its report reaches 
them, it will he duly considered. 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Will the Hon hie Mi nister be pleased to 
state that Government machinery repeatedly proving unsuccessful, does he 
think it desirable that the country and the people in the Union Boards 
should be placed in charge of these affairs so that they can ameliorate tlieir 
own conditions? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Government is tiying to ameliorate the 
conditions oi the people. 

Mr, d. C. GUPTA: Is the I Ion’ hie Minister aware that for want of co- 
ordination and simultaneous action in e\er> part where water-hyacinth 
exists, efforts have failed in the past? 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: There 1ms no doubt been want of co- 
ordination, but the scheme which is expected to he evolved will bring alwmt 
co-ordination from e\ cry body. 

Mr, il. C, GUPTA: Is the Hoii’blo Minister aware that from 1930 up 
till the present day various schemes have been discussed, but only on one 
oeoasiou when the Water-Hyacinth Week was inaugurated with the help of 
the people in every Union, there was some relief? 

Mr, HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: There was some relief, but it was not 
successful. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state the names of the members of the Technical Com- 
mittee with their qualifications? * 

Mr. HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I want notice. 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Sir, l beg to draw j'our attention to a 
certaiu matter. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Are you speaking on a point of order? 

Mr. ABDUS 8ABUR KHAN: Sir, I am going to make a request to 
you. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: But how does it arise. It must be either a point of 
order or a point of privilege. 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Sir, I rise on a point of privilege. Sir, 
it is our painful memory that during the Calcutta riots a certain section of 
the Press were most irresponsible and they are still publishing reports in 
such an irresponsible nuymer that there is every apprehension of the dis- 
turbances spreading all over the country. Can we expect that full and 
correct publicity of the deliberations that will take place on the 19th and 
20th September will be given? Failing that do you not think it necessary 
or desirable to close the Press galleries for those two days? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am concerned with the correct recording of the 

f roceedings. If I find any press not recording the proceedings correctly, 
may then take action. 
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Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Sir, for a greater benefit there might be 
a slight departure from the routine procedure prescribed here. I would 
request you, Sir, to take a bold step in the matter in order to prevent auch 
a calamity as might befall Bengal again. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Special Tribunals (Continuance) Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir. I beg to move 
that the Bengal Speoial Tribunals (Continuance) Bill, 1940, as passed by 
the Bengal Legislative Council, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, the object of this Bill is very simple. The two Special Tribunals 
known as the First Special Tribunal at Calcutta and Second Special Tribunal 
at Calcutta, respectively, were constituted by a notification of the Central 
Government under section 3 of the Criminal Law (Amendment) Ordinance, 
1943 (Ordinance No. XXIX of 1943 b and under section 5 thereof certain 
cases were olio t ted to them for trial. As some of those cases are still 
pending before those two tribunals and some doubts may arise as to the 
competency of the said tribunals to continue to function in the disposal of 
the said cases in the event of their not l>eing disposed of before tin* expiration 
of the peiiod of (i months after the proclamation of emergency in force at 
the commencement of the said Ordinance which has ceased to operate timl as 
it may involve considerable waste of public money if the eases now pending 
before these tribunals hu\e to be tried dr novo by ordinury/eriminal courts 
it is necessary to introduce this Bill so that the aforesaid tribunals may 
continue to function and dispose of the cases allotted to them under section 
5 of the Ordinance referred to above. 

The motion of the llon’hle Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal that the Bengal 
Special Tribunals (Continuance) Bill, 1940, as passed by the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council be taken into consideration, was then put and agreed to. S 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, we do not oppose the Bill but 
what I want to draw \our attention to is this that we are not competent or 
in a position to take up these Bills in this session because they were not 
circulated to us as it used to be done previously. In the absence of the Bill* 
we could not apply our mind. For example the Bill which has been taken 
up just now* was not circulated beforehand. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Are you speaking about this Bill. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Yes, about this Bill and oilier Bills. 

I do not know* if this Bill was circulated at all. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, this Bill was circulated. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, I enquired of some of my 
friends and understood that it was not circulated. So, I think if should be 
dropped. The law should be strictly followed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This Bill w*as circulated on the 13th August. 

Mr. SATI8H CHANDRA BOSE: But the original Bill was not 
circulated. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Yes, the original Bill was not circulated for it is not 
necessary under the rules. It is in the Library and members b^ve always 
an easy access to it. 

Cl ante /. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clawfe 2. 

The question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 3. 

The question that clause 3 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, I beg to move 

that the Bengal Special Tribunals (Continuance) Bill, 1940, as settled in the 
Assembly, be passed. 

Mr. A. F, STARK! Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 would like to raise just one 
point. These two Special Tribunals, us 1 understand them Sir, were set up 
to provide speedy trial of certain cases ot corruption. They were set up in 
1944, and it is now 194b; and 1 think the House is due some explanation of 
the delay that is taking place in bringing these cases to an end. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, a large number 
of cases bad been allotted to the First Tribunal and a large number of those 
cases were disposed of. Still about ten cases are pending. The Second 
Special Tribunal to which the famous case of Mr. S. R. (ihose was allotted 
has also progressed to a considerable extent. The number of witnesses and 
the masses of evidence are so large that in spite of the best attempt on the 
part of the tribunal they could not finish dealing with them earlier./ It is 
expected that more than u year will be taken to come to a decision on the 
cases. Only this Government can now bring it to the notice of those two 
tribunals so as to give them a chance to expedite the trials of those cases. 
More than that I am not in a position to say. 

The motion that the Bengal Special Tribunals (Continuance) Bill, 1946, 
as settled in the Assembly, be passed, was then put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, I beg to withdraw 
the Bengal Criminal Law' Amendment Bill, 1946. This Bill proposes tc 
provide certain measures for the speedy trial of riot oases, but those 
measures are of such importance that it is desirable that in consultation with 
the leaders of the different parties of this House an agreed Bill should be 
brought in. 

Mr. SPEAKER. On a point of information, Mr. Mandal. Are you 
withdrawing the Bill F 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that ease no speech is necessary because the Bill 
has not yet been introduced. 

(The Bjil was taken as withdrawn.) 
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GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION. 

Tilt Hoii’blt Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move that this 

Assembly is of opinion that it is desirable that — 

(/) the control of prices and the distribution of drugs within the 
province ; 

(2) fees in respect of the matters mentioned in clause (1); 

(J) inquiries and statistics for the purpose of the matters mentioned in 
clauses ( 1 ) and {2) ; 

(4) offences against laws with respect to the matters mentioned in 
clauses (1) to (J ) ; and 

(6) the jurisdiction ami j>owers of courts with respect to the matters 
mentioned in clauses (/) to {4), 

which are among the matters enumerated in the Provincial Legislative last 
should be regulated in this Frounce by an Act of the (Vntral legislature. 

Sir, members of this House are aware that the Defence of India Rules 
will expire after the 30th of September, UMO, and after the expiry of those 
rules the control over drugs will cease to have operation not only here but in 
other parts of the country. Hut even at this time it is necessary to have 
control over them because supply has not yet improved and is not adequate. 
Therefore it is felt that when the existing control over drugs is relaxed, 
those drugs which are very important in the matter of saving life may be 
traded upon in the blaek-mnrket. We have information that there are 
some drugs which have gone underground and when the control will have 
ceased to have effect alter the 30th September, 1940, merchants who are in 
possession of those drugs will he ruling still in the black-market. 

Now, it may he said as this tomes within the sphere of Provincial Legis- 
lature, a legislative enactment would have met our purpose. Hut, Sir, it 
will he realised that these drugs over which we want to exercise control are 
impoited dings, drugs which tome from foreign countries. Therefore the 
question of import h there. It would, therefore, he better and desirable 
that the control over drugs should he on an all-India basis and, therefore, 
we do not want 1o come in with a separate legislation so far as control is 
concerned. We want to send our recommendation to the (Government of 
India and armed with our recommendation and recommendations from other 
Provincial Legislatures, it will he appropriate for the Government of India 
to introduce a Hill and have this control over drugs retained. I hope there 
will lie no difference of opinion so far as this matter is concerned and the 
resolution will he accepted. 

As Mr. Speaker pointed out some time earlier, we propose to come up 
tomorrow again with another resolution under section 103 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act for retention of control over various other commodities. 
It would have been better if there could have been a comprehensive resolution 
so that all existing controls might have been retained by the Government 
of India by one Act, hut it was felt and I was advised by the department 
that so far as control over drugs is concerned, »t ** better to have a separate 
resolution. Therefore, we have wine up to this House with this resolution 
so far as control over drugs is concerned. We propose to come up tomorrow 
again with another resolution for retaining CMmtrol over other essential 
commodities. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as clause (/) is concerned, the proper language 
will be like this. I admit this resolution with this change; 

“(1) the control of trade and commerce so far as it relates to the control 
of price, amount and distribution of drugs within the Province ; M 

It fits in with the language of the Act. 
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Th. Hon’bla Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: All right, Sir. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I am sorry that an important thing like this 
which infringes on the power of this House, which is within the Provincial 
Legislative List and which power we are going to delegate to the Central 
Government to legislate upon should have been brought bv the Hon’ble 
Minister with such a short notice. Therefore, Sir, I would request the 
Hon’ble Minister to postpone its consideration for the time being and when 
oil members will be in a position to consider this, we may get it passed. 
That can be done before the d()th September if the House so agrees. It 
would only require a few minutes’ time. Therefore, Sir, there is no point in 
hurrying such an important mol ter through the Legislative Assembly and I 
would request the Hon’ble Minister to agree to postponement of the con- 
sideration of this resolution. Otherwise, if the Hon’ble Minister is not in a 
position to do this, I would stand on the question of notice because it is a 
short notice which cannot he done and which, I will say, is not in order. 

Mr. ABU TAIYAB MAZHARUL HAQUE: 1 think this resolution, 
coming as it does, infringes on the rights of this House. It sovs that the 
Provincial Legislature is hardly competent to legislate on such matters. I 
think it would he wrong to go to t lie Central Legislature in which we have 
got no confidence whatsoever at this critical juncture. So, I think it would 
he totally unwise on the part of the Hon’lde Minister to go to the Central 
Legislature in the form of a resolution iather than make a legislation here 
on the floor of this House with < lie consent of the parties sitting together. 
So, my suggestion is to have a piece of legislation in however short a time 
it may he and not to go up the Central Legislature. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir,] would like time till 
tomorrow to consider whether a resolution — one comprehensive resolution — 
should not meet the requirements. If you defer the consideration of this 
resolution till tomorrow, that would he better. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All right, it is postponed till tomorrow. 

The Bengal Molasses Control Bill, 1946. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to introduce the Bengal 
Molasses Control Bill, 194(5. 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the copy of the 
Bill was circulated amongst the members only today just now. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: I think it will not be taken up today. You will have 
ample time to consider it. It has only been introduced. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: May 1 request the Hon’ble Minister 
not to proceed with this Bill further. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Only introduction today. When he comes up with a 
motion for consideration tomorrow, you may raise these questions. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: We oppose the very introduction of 
this Bill. Introduction ntfty be done tomorrow. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Since you were kind enough to accept the 
suggestion from the other side, I hope the Hou’ble Minister will also accept 
this suggestion that this thing be held over because of short notice. It may 
be brought tomorrow. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am agreeable to the acceptance 

of that proposition provided the honourable the Leader of the Opposition will 
agree to the introduction, consideration and passing of the Bill tomorrow. 
It will be noticed that the Control Bill will expire on the 30th September. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No question of introduction. It has already been 
introduced. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: The Hon’ble Minister will realise that I 
cannot give any such undertaking until I read the Bill. Tt is on that ground 
that I oppose introduction today. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 3-27 p.m. till 2-30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 18th September, J94(», at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding* of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
t) n» provisions of the Government of Indui Act* 1935* 

Tub Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 18th September, 1946, at 2-30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Nunn, Amin) in the Chair, 7 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 202 members. 


Obituary. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ladies ami gentlemen, it is my melancholy duty to 
refer to the sad death of Dr. Hasan Suhrawardy which took place this 
morning after a protracted illness. Dr Suhrawardy was a man of out- 
standing personality. From the post ot a rural Assistant Surgeon in the 
service ot the (iovernment of Bengal he rose to be the Chief Medical and 
Health Officer, Indian State Railways, and later Chief Medical Officer 
of the Fast Indian Railway system by sheer dint of merit. He was 
appointed in 1935 as tin* Honorary Suigeon to the Viceroy. He was for 
some time Honorary Consulting Surgeon, .Medical College Hospitals, 
Calcutta, Dean of Fucu!t\ of Medicine, and Chairman of the Calcutta 
Branch of the British Medical Association. Besides his skill in the 
medical science and reputation as a .surgeon, he was well known for his 
activities in the fields of polities and education where he held many 
important positions. He was a member of the old Bengal Legislative 
Council from 1921 — 1925 and was elected its Deputy President in 1923 ami 
held the post as long as lit' was a member oi that body. He was a member 
of the Public Service Commission (1937 — 1939) and w T ns later appointed 
Adviser to the Secretary of State tor India in 1939. lie w’as a sitting 
member of the Central Legislative Assembly. 

As President of the Board of Studies Arabic and Persian, President of 
tin 1 Board of Studies, Medicine, Professor of Public Health and Hygiene, 
Calcutta University, and as a member of the Senate, he took great interest 
in matters educational. He was Leader of the Indian Delegation of the 
British Umpire University Uongress in 1931. His meritorious services to 
the country as an educationist were recognised by his appointment as the 
Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University in 1930, a post which he held 
with great distinction till 11134. The Calcutta University conferred on 
him the honorary degree of Doctor of Science and the London University 
conferred on him the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws, lie was a 
Commander of the Order of St. John and held the rank of a Lieutenant- 
Colonel in the Army and was the Commanding Officer, Second Battalion, 
Calcutta University Training Uorps. His meritorious career all along was 
marked by a recognition of bis services from time to time by the confer- 
ment of titles ant) honours. In 1927 he wu< given the O.B.E., in 1930 
Kaiser-i-Hind Medal of the First (’lass and in 1932 he was created a Knight. 
These honours were won by him at different stages of his life and as a 
loyal subject he very much appreciated the recognition of his services in 
the shape of these honours. But when the time for action came, nothing 
was too dear to him whieW he could not sacrifice for the sake of his 
principles in life. lie surrendered all these honours at the call of the 
national organisation he belonged to. His services to the country in 
different capacities are so many and so varied that it is difficult to enumerate 
all of them. But it must be said that as Founder-President of the 
Servant* of Humanity Society he has done great philanthropic work. 
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He came of one of the ancient Muslim families of Bengal and was 
the son of a renowned Arabic scholar, Maulana Obaidul-lahel Obaidy. He 
combined in himself the best of the cultures of the East and the West. 
His urbanity of manner, coolness of temperament and affectionate disposi- 
tion gathered round him a host of friends who now mourn his loss. The 
House, no doubt, will express its sympathy to the Leader of the House, 
whose loss is a personal one and to Mrs. Ikramullah who was elected by 
this, House as its representative in the Constituent Assembly. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is perhaps the desire of the House to convey 
a message of condolence to the bereaved family. I shall now ask the mem- 
bers to signify their assent by rising in their seats. 

(Members rose in their seats, i 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. Secretary will take the necessary 
action. * 

As he was the Deputy President of tin* old Council, I adjourn this. 
House as a mark of respect to the memory of the deceased till 2 p.m. 
tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 2-do p.m. till 2 p.m. on Thursday, 
the 19th September, 1946, at the AssembU House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
19th September, 1946, at 2 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Mr. Xurul Amin) in the Chair, 8 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 234 members. 


Oath. 

The following member took the oath of allegiance: — 

Mr. C. B. G. Wade, elected by the Chittagong Division Europeans. 

Motions of No-confidence. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I move that 
this Assembly expresses its want of confidence in the Council of Ministers. 
At the outset 1 express my deepest sympathy for the poor and innocent who 
bad died and suffered injuries in the great carnage of Calcutta, and in the 
mofussil areas in Bengal. My sympathy goes to the members of the 
bereaved families. I move this motion with a full sense of responsibility 
and with a depth of feeling, because it bad followed the five eventful days 
from the Kith August to the 211th August, of carnage, loot and arson, 
unexampled in modern Indian History. During these days, thousands had 
died, many thousands had suffered injuries, manv thousands had lost their 
all, houses, goods, shops, furniture, jewellery, clothings, employments and 
means of livelihood, in the presence of the police without anv protest from 
them. Many had been rendered homeless, many children had lost their 
parents, the poor and the innocent had suffered the most. 

The Council of Ministers is a limb of the Muslim league Party. It has 
got no separate existence. While explaining the Government position in 
this House when on the 12th of August, I sought to move an adjournment 
motion on declaring by the Government, the 16th of August as a public 
holiday, Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali said, “The Chief Minister of the 
Province is a dual personality. lie is not only the Chief Minister of the. 
Bengal Government, but the leader of the political organisation, namely, 
that of the Muslim League. He is to abide by the decision of the oigani- 
sation”. So, the whole body of Ministers are also to abide by the decision of 
the Muslim League, I shall now mention to you the background previous 
to that fateful day of the Kith of August. The Muslim league by its resolu- 
tion on the 29th of July fixed August Kith for the observance of the “Direct 
Action” throughout India. The Committee called upon the Muslims to 
observe hartal on the day, to hold public meetings and to stage other demons- 
trations. Mr. Liaqimt Ali Khan, General Secretary of the All-India Muslim 
League, in explaining what is meant by the “Direct Action” declared on the 
Tth August tliat Direct Action means resorting to non-constitutional 
methods. Direct Action means any action against the law. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy in an interview in Delhi on August 10th forecast declara- 
tion of complete independence by Bengal and setting up of a parallel 
Government. Khwaja Sir Ifksimuddin, ex-Premier of Bengal and a member 
of the Muslim League Working Committee, in an interview with the United 
Press of India on the 9th of August when asked to clarify the implication 
of Direct Action said, “There are hundred and one ways in which we can 
create difficulties, specially when we are not restricted to non-violence. The 
Muslim population of Bengal know very well what Direct Action would mean 
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and we need not bother to give them any lead”. (At this stage Mr. A. E. 
Fazlul Huq entered the House with his party amidst prolonged cheers and 
cries of “Allah-o-Akbar,” “Muslim League Zimlabud,” “Pakistan 
Zindabad” and “Sher-e-Bangala Zindabad/' from Government benches. 
He took liis seat in the front line of the treasury benches.) In Sind, the 
only other province where Muslim league ruled, Mr. Gholam Ali, Home 
Minister, ooinmenting on Muslim league's Bombay decision was quoted as 
having said that the Muslim league had declared holy war against the 
enemies of the Muslim nation, namely, the Congress. Anybody opposing 
them in pursuit of their objectives will he destroyed and exterminated. 
Pir Klahi Dux, Reveuue Minister, said, "About one hundred years back 
the British with. the help of the Hindu* wrested power from the Muslims. 
We shall wreak vengeance on them and will establish Pakistan. 1 warn 
Congress men that it you attempt to rule over u* b\ tampering with the 
loyalty of some Mussulmans, your fate will he that of Sutanie Germans”. 
The Ministers of the two Muslim League provinces openly incited people to 
law breaking and \iolence, and so the point at issue is, whether League 
Ministry which is wedded to the policy of breaking the law can remain as 
the custodian of the lives and propeities of the people. The League cannot 
function both as a breaker ami prc*ei vci of the Constitution and Law. If it 
is the privilege of a political party to achieve its objective by breaking the 
law, then it is equally the privilege of the people to demand that such a 
party shall not and cannot remain as a eiistodium of the law. When the 
Congress asked people to break the law, it did not do it while in office as a 
custodian of the law. It icsigned its ofliee and then asked the people to 
break the ln\v. On the loth *t August, the day preceding tlx* fateful 
day, Mr. George Morgan on liehalt of the European party gave a warning 
and said that they (European Group) considered that the action of dclcaring 
the Kith of August as a public holiday was, fo say the least of it, unwise 
and it created a very had precedent . Deferring to the statements of the 
Chief Minister and the Finance Minister that the action had been taken 
for the maintenance of peace and order, Mr. Moigan said that it seemed to 
them (the European Kaity) that tlx* action was likely to defeat its object 
in that the public, having nothing else to do on that day, would be free to do 
anything they liked and communal trouble wou’d probably arise. The Chief 
Minister must be aware of the danger of trouble arising and holding as ho 
does the portfolio of Law and Order, he will he hard put to it to keep the 
peace ; he further said, “an atmosphere of uncertainty and fear had been 
created by this action of Government and that was a very dangerous atmos- 
phere”. Really Mr. Morgan gave a warning to the Government with a 
prophetic vision. 

By the utterance of the Muslim League leaders and tlx* League Ministers 
and by declaring the 10th of August as a public holiday for the observance 
of the “Direct Action Day” of the Muslim League, the Council of Ministers 
led the Muslims to believe that they have got the power to enforce the obser- 
vance of the programme by resorting to any violent means— looting, arson 
and murder, if necessary. For that object in view* a planned arrangement, 
was made to observe the day. A large number of regulation lathi* of the 
same size were imported from outside, lethal weapons were also imported. 
To cite one instance, in the bustee in Mission Row, Hindu and Muslim 
cobblers lived in peace and amity. It was during the nights of some days 
previous to the 10th of August, weapons, namely, lathi*, spears, daggers, 
etc M were supplied to the Muslim cobblers and in fear the Hindu cobblers 
left the bustee on the 10th of August and thus saved themselves. In the 
afternoon and during the night of 15th of August, many Muslim young 
men came out in procession armed with lat-hu of the regulation size, crying 
Muslim League war slogans. In the morning of the 16th ot August, procees- 
sionista armed with lathis and crying war slogans passed through the 
Mirsamtr Street and ‘forcibly closed the doors of the shops which were 
opened. At about 8 a.m. of the 16th of August, a Muslim League flag was 
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hoisted on the Kipon College building which was subsequently removed by 
the Hindus, and immediately the Muslim hooligans armed with daggers, 
lathis , soda-water bottles attacked the Kipou College Hostel and the college. 
The Secretary of the Students’ Union of the Kipon College phoned the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhra wanly who told him in reply that he could not 
interfere now. At Manicktola Bazar, Hindu shops were looted by the 
Muslim hooligans early in the morning of the 10th of August in* the presence 
of the police. Very close to the crossing of the Harrison Road And College 
Street “Luxini Stores”, a big cloth shop, was looted by the Muslim hooligans 
in the presence of the police. The sergeants and the police participated in 
the loot. In the College Street Corporation' market “Dalia”, a very big 
shop, and some other big shoe shops were looted in the presence of the 
police. The owner of “Kudu Stores” who is a Muhammadan on the other side 
of the road used fire-guns in dispersing the Hindu crowd who gathered to 
prevent the loot of “Dalia” and other shops in the presence of the armed 
police and the sergeants. I personally saw the looting, arson and murder 
committed in the presence of armed police, hut the police did not interfere. 
On the afternoon of the 16th August, while a building was attacked by a 
mol) with deadly weapons, I phoned the Police Commissioner to send armed 
police force; otherwise dire consequences would iollow but without any effect. 
From all quarters ol the city the looting of the Hindu shops began either in 
the morning, and in the noon of the 16th August the police at Lai Bazar, the 
HoiPble Minister, Mr. 11. S. Suhruwurdv and the Private Secretary to the 
Governor of Bengal were phoned for police help. Everywhere the appeals 
from the helpless people produced no result*. The following outstanding 
facts are admitted on all hands: — 

(a) In spite of protest by the Hindu public the 16th of August ivas 
declared as public holiday. 

(h) From the early hours of the 16th of August the Muslim proces- 
sionists came out with lathi* and daggers and other deadly 
weapons and asked the businessmen to close their shops; on 
refusal they weie cruelly assaulted and shops were looted. And 
even the closed shops were looted, \iz.. “Ihtlia" and other shops. 

(e) In the early hours of the 10th of August, there was not even an 
ordinary police guard on the street, not e\eu traffic joliee. 
Ordinarily the police an* posted at the time ot the Mohurrum 
and other processions. Ordinary preventive step** even were not 
taken by the Government. 

(</) Police help was sought by the people hut no help was rendered. 
When policemen were available they pleaded helplessness in 
the situation having had no order to do anything. 

(e) The officers in charge of the police stations when informed of the 

disturbances did not render any help but rather pleaded their 
inability and asked the people to protect themselves. 

( f) Muslim gotmdas and hooligans used the lorries to carry the weapons 

even in the meeting presided over by the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister. Large number of lath is and other weatKins were 
lurried to the meeting by the Ionic** and sufficient quantity of 
petrol were used by the Muslim goondas in setting fire to the 
louses. 

(g) The normal practice of sending foot and mounted police to accom- 

pany procession, was not observed . 

(k) From an account of the Brigadier S. I). C. Sixsroitb, officiating 
Commander of Bengal and Assam area, that at 12-30 a.m. on 
August IT, he was informed by telephone that the police con- 
sidered that they could no longer control the situation without 
military ^assistance and military was posted late in the afternoon 
of the 17th August. And tor two days the city of Calcutta was 
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thrown open to the hooligans and goondas of the city. It it 
remarkable to note here that during the whole of the IGth of 
August the police had not tired a single round though in their 
presence the looting, arson and murder went on with ail the 
furies. 

We were' wondering all these times if we were living under any 
Government. We felt that the Government of the day desired that the 
goonda raj should be established to alow the goondas and hooligans to 
murder with- all sorts of deadly weapons ineluding tire weapons, and to loot 
and commit arson. These accounts are not accounts of interested persons. 
Such accounts were published in the Muslim paper “Amid**. 1 do not know 
what the attitude of the European party now will be regarding the no- 
confidenee motion but their mouthpiece the “Statesman” in its editorial 
column of the 20th of August described the Calcutta scene in the folowing 
terms : — 

‘‘When we wrote two days ago the condition in Calcutta were horrifying: 
they have passed beyond that since. They were tolerable then in com- 
parison with what was subsequently seen 

This is not a riot, it needs a word found in medieval history, a fury, 
yet “fury” sounds spontaneous, but there must have been a deliberation and 
organisation to set this fury on the a ay. The hordes a ho mu about, haltering 
and killing with 8 feet hif/us may have found them lying about or brought 
them out of their own pockets lmt that is hard to believe. We have already 
commented on the hands who found it easy to get petrols ami vehicles 
when no others were permitted on the streets, It is not mere supposition 
that men were imported into Calcutta in making an impression. 

“Statesman” by its leading articles of the few days following the Great 
Killing of Calcutta lias made it clear that tins Council of Ministers which 
is responsible for maintenance of law and order have failed in it# primary 
duty of protecting the lives and properties of the people. 

The “Statesman” stated, “the present Muslim League Ministry's 
primary responsibility lor the bloody shambles to which the capital of the 
Province has been reduced is inescapable.” It is impossible to enumerate 
the innumerable instances in which the Government failed to protect the 
lives and properties of the people, living under their care. For the last 
one month they have appeared in their naked brutality in all papers of all 
shades of opinion. For the purpose of this motion it is also not to the 
point whether it was the Muslims or Hindus who were aggressors. Chapters 
can he written that the Muslims were aggressive and Tooting, arson and 
murders were committed by them first and the Hindus subsequently 
retaliated. The doubtful facts that are mentioned in the papers supporting 
the Muslim league that on the Kith of August, of the iiuiiiImth of the injured 
and dead persons admitted in the hospital* the Muslims were larger* than 
Hindus, do not and cannot give the true picture. The Muslims had under 
their control the lorries and buses to carry the wounded persons but the 
Hindus had not and the number of the dead persons lying on the streets 
were not considered and all the hospitals were not mentioned. The main 
issue arising in this motion is not if the Muslims or Hindus were aggressive 
but it is if the Government have failed in its primary duty of maintenance 
of law and order and of protecting the lives and properties of the people. 
H$re it cannot but be admittted on all hands that the Government has failed 
in its primary duty and the Council of Ministers are responsible for all the 
murders, loot and arson and should he* fried in an open and impartial court. 

It is childish for the Minister to say that the police had failed in their 
duties and had been responsible for loot and murders and the Council of 
Ministers cannot be % held responsible for that. The Police who were res- 
ponsible for such a carnage unexampled in the Indian History are still 
there and are busy in making discriminatory arrests between the Hindus 
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and Muslims. They are allowed to function. The Ministers should have 
suspended the Police Commissioner and moved for his dismissal. If they 
failed to do so, they should have resigned. Otherwise the Council of 
Ministers cannot escape responsibility. 

I shall now turn to what had happened in Eastern Bengal and to what 
had been happening there and how the Council of Ministers is responsible 
for those incidents. The conditions in Eastern Bengal are such that the 
Hindus there are living in a state of insecurity and their lives have become 
intolerable. The Ministers and Muslim League leaders by their indiscreet 
utterauees and by their conduct have led t he permanent Muslim officers to 
believe that they are Muslim Leaguers first and consequently the perfor- 
mances of their duties are influenced by communalism. This is a new form 
of corruption which has vitiated the whole service and according to the 
plan all the key positions in the inufussil arc held by the Muslim officers. On 
the 10th of August at Chandpur the Muslim processionists hoisted 
the Muslim League flag on the Civil Court Building, looted the 
Hindu shops on both sides of the Dakatia khal, set fire to 
Hindu houses, assaulted the Hindus, stopped the trains, forced the 
passengers out, assaulted the two constables, snatched away the two under- 
trial prisoners under guard, almost in the presence of the Subdi visional 
Officer and without any protest. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Dattu, your time is over. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Please allow me five minutes 
more. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I thought that at least the Deputy Leader of the 
Congress Party will abide by his own decision. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: It has been decided that other 
speaker will not take much time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a special case 1 allow you time. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: No attempt was made by the 
police or by the Subdivisional Officer to protect Hie lives and properties 
of the Hindu population. Subsequently the disturbances had spread 
into the rural areas and Hindu shops of Faridgunge Bazar in Chandpur 
subdivision and of Snlimgunge Bazar in Bruhimmbaria subdivision were 
looted. In Bancharampur police-station in Brahmanbaria subdivision 
many houses of the Ivaibartas and one Mahim Chandra Gbose bad been 
burnt. The persons affected are 1,200 and only 25 persons have been 
arrested and already the “Azad” # the Muslim League paper, had written 
that the police oppression had begun at Bancharampur. Any false and 
inaccurate news are allowed to be published in that paper. 

Train daeoities and robberies attended with murders are common 
occurrences in the Bengal-Assam Railway between Kishoreganj in 
Mymensingh district and Akhaura in Tippera district. ^ One such 
occurrence had happened on the “Id” day. The properties of one 
Satyendra Nath Biswas who was travelling in the inter-class compart- 
ment were robbed by fifteen Muslim young men who boarded the compart- 
meut at Brahmanbaria station. While those goondas got down near 
Ashuganj, they snatched- away the pregnant wife of Satyendra Nath 
Biswas and the dead body of his wife was found floating in the water 
near Ashuganj. The Subdi visional Officer of Brahmanbaria arrested 
some of the goondas in the possession of whom looted articles were found. 

This has invoked an editorial comment in “Aaad” : ton 
tomtit f#r W i 



1946.] 


MOTIONS OF NO-CONFIDENCE. 


98 

Such comments speak for themselves. It speaks volumes how the 
goon das styling themselves as Muslim leaguers can with impunity run 
havoc amongst the poor and innocent people. The complaint is that 
the Subdivisions! Officer of Kishoreganj releases these goondas on bails 
even when they are accused of heinous non-lmilablo offences, vis,, 
robbery and murders. He releases them because they are the supporters 
of the Muslim League and with their help the Pakistan will be established, 
I cannot hut refer to a recent incident of this nature. In the 
district of Mymensingli one goods train was Mopped and looted by 200 
goondas armed with deadly weapons near Begunhari railway station on 
Bengal-Assum Railway on the night of the 11th September. One Raja 
Ali was arrested by the police and he made a confession before the 
Magistrate implicating 00 other persons, but on the next day he was 
advised to retract his confession and he did it and he was released by the 
Magistrate. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, may 1 make t^u earnest 

request. I do want to follow what the honourable member is reading. 
Will lie kindly read a little bit slowly P 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Very well. Such action on the 
part of the Magistrate is tantamount to encouraging such offence. 
Magistrates do such things with impunity and under certain plan, vis., 
the establishment of Pakistan with goondas. 

Mr. MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: On a point of order, Sir. Are these 
incidents quite pertinent to the present motion? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, the motion is a general one. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Government though informed 
do not take any steps against such Magistrates. Troubles in Jamalpur 
in the Mymensingh district are more serious. At Islumporo Hindu shops 
had been looted, a jute godown has been gutted and a Hindu merchant 
had been killed and thrown into the fire. In many other villages 
Hindu houses had been looted. Hindu shop-keepers are being prevented 
from Mtting in hats and boycott is being openly preached. The 
Suhdivisional Officer, Jamalpur, has been threatening the Hindus to 
behave properly, otherwise he will not be able to save the Hindus from 
Muslim aggression. His speeches and threats to icsponsible Hindu 
leaders for their alleged offence of communicating information about 
troubles to the District Magistrate have encouraged the Muslims to he 
aggressive. The Magistrate of the district of Chittagong has surpassed 
all. He has issued a statement referring to the 16th August incident 
warning the Hindu public not to provoke the Muslims. If they do, they 
will not avoid total destruction. He lias not got any responsibility for 
giving protection to the minority community as the Muslims are 
determined to shed their blood for achieving Pakistan. Such a statement 
befits Muslim League leaders an they all threaten the destruction of 
the minority community in the Muslim majority province. On the 17th 
August, the meeting of Ram Munohar Lohia was dispersed by the Muslims 
wRh the help of the District Magistrate as alleged by the Socialist Leader 
in his statement. In Noakhali, there have been murders nf persons in the 
rural areas t*nd looting of shops. 

Dacca is a plague-spot 141 the province. The disturbances there had 
begun on the 20th of August and had continued up till this day. There 
have been stabbing, looting of shops and arson. The incidents there 
will be narrated by my friend Mr. Ganendra Chandra Bhaltaeharya. 

Dacca is a place where the business had come to a standstill just as 
,jn Calcutta ana the people cannot live there in a state of security. The 
* Government Rave failed in their primary duty in maintaining law and 
oxtjer by the Mtaissioffa and commissions of ( their officers. 

7 
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Mr. SPEAKER* Tour attention is again drawn to the red light. The 
■ed light is on. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: One minute more, Sir. It may 
>e contended by the Council of Ministers that they are not responsible for 
he acts of their officers. I must tell before I take my seat that even 
egally they are responsible. Moreover the officers concerned are certainly 
icting on the advice of the Council of Ministers. 

It is remarkable to note here that in Western Bengal where Hindus 
ire in majority, no reports of any oppression from rural areas by the 
lindus upon the Muslims have reached u>. This shows which w&y the 
rind blows. 

Firstly, this Ministry cannot remain as the custodian of law as they 
hemselves are breakers of law and ask people to break the law. 

Secondly, admittedly the incidents of the city of Calcutta and the 
lappenfng in Eastern Bengal are clue to the failure of the police and the 
executive Officers to do their primary duties of maintaining law and 
rder und protecting the lives and propel ties of the people under their 
are und the Council of Ministers cannot escape responsibility and they 
herefore stand condemned. 

Sir, with these words. I commend my motion for the acceptance of 
he House. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Sir, 1 beg to move that this House 
ixpresses its want of confidence in the Chief Minister, the Hon’ble 
kfr. If. S. Suhrawardy, who is also the Minister in charge of Law and 
)rder. In moving this motion, Sir, I am conscious of a sense of heavy 
csponsihility. I am aware that tension and panic, particularly in the 
notussil, is still very great. Stray incidents, both in Calcutta and 
tiofussil are still being reported. In a situation which is yet explosive, 
do fully realise the necessity of utmost restraint ot saying or doing 
lothing which may exacerbate communal feelings or sow fresh seeds 
if discord and disharmony. If the party to which I have the honour to 
iclong considered it Accessary to bring in this motion it was because 
fter most careful und arduous consideration it could not help arriving 
t this inescapable conclusion that public confidence cannot he fully 
evived nor peace, order and tranquillity assured, if law and order 
ontinues to he the charge of a Minister under whose regime the 
idm in is (ration for law and order either broke down or was rendered 
nnocuous for four fateful days during which Calcutta was handed over 
o lawless elements to indulge in orgies of rapine, arson and murder 

May 1 also say, Sir, that it pains me to have to move this motion. 
K new member to this House, I am not ashamed to confess that I was 
nuch impressed by the colourful personality of the Chief Minister, 
rhe large-hearted and courageous manner an which he had handled two 
neidents — one connected with the demonstration for the release of 
jolitical prisoners and the other with the arrest of a member of this 
[J 0ll{j0 — had evoked my admiration. To have therefore to move this 
notion i«* painful to me but I realise it is a necessary public duty. 

Sir, a cold, matter of fact narration of events without embellishments 
>r much comment will suffice to prove beyond cavil the utter and the 
most reprehensible failure Tm the part of the Chief Minister to discharge 
his elementary duties as the Minister responsible for the maintenance 
:>f law and order. I shall sort ou| the facte and the conclusions that 
emerge therefrom into three sections. I shall first briefly describe certain 
facte up to and inclusive of the 15th August. In the second 
place I shall refer to the four catastrophic days which witnessed a more 
or less complete paralysis of law and order. In the third place I shall 
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examine the aftermath of Calcutta's terrible ordeal and show that, oven 
apart from his sins of omission and commission in the interest of the 
future political and economic well-being of the province itself, the Chief 
Minister must vacate his high office. 

In reference to facts during the first period, 1 do not intend to take 
\ou. Sir, beyond the period when the Council of the All-India Muslim 
League met at Bombay and passed two resolutions which, 1 am sure, 
future historians will hold us most ]H*rnieious and short-sighted. One 
of these rejected the Cabinet Delegation's both long-term and short-term 
proposals and the other decided to resort to direct action in order to 
attain Pakistan. Since that meeting the rumblings of the Muslim 
League volcano in the shape of statements from responsible leader# 
mounted in an ascending crescendo until it finally erupted in Calcutta 
with violent consequent* es. 

On August, 2nd, Maulana Akram Khan raised the battle cry in Bengal. 
“The struggle for Pakistan/’ lie announced, “has begun. Our resolution 
of Direct Action will soon be translated into action.” On tho 
10th Khwaja Nazimuddin made a statement to which Mr. Dattu has 
already referred. And did not. Sir, as events have so clearly 
demonstrated, the Muslim population know very well what Direct Action 
was intended to mean Y On the same day, that is the 10th, Mr. Oaxdar 
in Karachi left us in no doubt of the intention of the Muslim League 
to paralyse India's administration and hinted that the fight would 
very likely deveh >p into a civil war. A civil war, Sir, did not smite us 
like a bolt from the blue, but appears to have been carefully and 
sedulously prepared for (A voice fhom tiik (iOvkknment Benches : By 
you.) That only you will find out for yourself later on when the 
Enquiry Commission enquires into the whole thing. On tho 11th, in 
an interview granted to the Associated Press of America, our Chief 
Minister stated that if the Congress were to be put into power, a probable 
result would be “the declaration of complete independence by Bengal 
and the setting up of a parallel Oovernment/’ The Chief Minister knows 
the constitutional position too well to make , such foolish state- 

ments w*ith no purpose. I leave it to honour able members of this House 
to draw their own conclusions about the intentions of the Chief 
Minister in making such statements as also their inevitable effects on 
the already excited Muslim masses who are completely ignorant of 
constitutional position and procedure. To crown all, Mr. Osman, 
Secretary of the Calcutta District Muslim League, widely circulated 
among Muslim's a Urdu pamphlet which, in spite of his protestations to 
the contrary, I maintain directly incited them to open violeuoe. But 
I will not read it out, although J have the text here. 1 am also told, Sir, 
on a reliable authority that oral instructions were issued that Muslim# 
should come out in big processions of the 16th, with lathis , swords, 
daggers and other weapons. (A voice: Funny.) Such inflammatory 

statements and instructions issued by responsible League leaders clearly 
indicate that serious trouble was to be apprehended on August 16th. 
I may also mention here the observation which a member of the League 

Working Committee i# reported to have made to a foreign correspondent 

some day# before August 16th. The Muslim Leaguer said, *‘if you 
want to see real fire-works, go to Calcutta”. Taking the cue, this 
corrspondent did come to Calcutta. And did not he, Sir, see some fire- 
works? Even the Chief Minister acknowledged in the Bengal 
Council that a public holiday had been declared on August 16th, “for 
the purpose of minimising the risks of conflicts and in the interests of 
peace and order”* I would particularly request you, Sir, to note the 
words “minimising the risks of conflicts”, the implication being that 
even the Chief Minister expected conflict# and could only hope that they 
would *not be too serious or widespread. I must acknowledge here 
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that unlike most of the Muslim League leaders, Mr. Ahul Hashim, 
Secretary of the Provincial Muslim League, who is also a member of 
this House, had issued a rather sober statement just before August, 16th, 
emphasizing that their struggle was against British Imperialism alone. 
Unfortunately his appeal had no effect whatsoever on his compatriots. 

In a situation which was certainly most explosive I believe, Sir, it 
would strike you us it does me that the first and foremost duty of the 
Minister in charge of Law and Order, unless he had other intentions, 
should have been to make arrangements in advance for the provision 
of adequate police precautionary measures, particularly in threatened 
zones and also of sufficient police guards to accompany the processionists 
on the 16th. A prudent and a little farsighted Minister should 
also have prohibited the carrying of any weapons by the processionists. 
That no such measures were at all adopted is a mystery which baffles 
me, except on the hypothesis, as suggested by Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, 
that the Muslim League was “spoiling for a fight”. I am afraid, Sir, 
the Chief Minister cannot shirk responsibility as lie has sought to do, 
by making the Commissioner of Police, the scapegoat. It is quite 
legitimate to ask what precautionary measures the Police Commissioner 
liad adopted for August Kith. But the Chief Minister himself cannot 
escape lesponsihility, particularly as he knew that serious trouble was 
brewing. As Minister in charge of Law and Order he has a special duty, 
and J maintain that the situation prior to August Kith, was sufficiently 
threatening to demand his special attention with a view to satisfying 
himself that adequate measures were taken to prevent an) disturbance of 
public peace on that day. No amount of casuistry, bluff or strong or 
abusive language will alter this basic fact. 

Before 1 proceed to the second chapter of my grim story, there is 
one matter to which I should like to make a passing reference, although 
I consider it very important. I trust the Chief Minister himself 
realises the extreme incongruity of the position he occupies in the public 
life of the country, and particularly in Bengal. As head of the 
Government, his first and foremost duty is to maintain Law and Order 
and take the most drastic measures against activities which, directly 
or indirect!) , nun serimish endanger public pence and tranquillity. 
As a leader of the Muslim League, he has at the same time to urge and 
incite his followers to do things which can only result in breaches of 
law and disturbance of nonce . The Chief Minister’s allegiance to his 
part) has unfortunately always proved stronger regardless of consequences, 
than his allegiance to his office. In truth, he has been playing 
the role of a Dr. rlekyll and Mr. IT) de. I do not know if lie thinks that 
lie 1ms special aptitudes for this role, but all that I can say is that any 
decent and honourable gentleman would have found such a position as 
dishonest as it is loathsome. 

August Kith, which climaxes the events up to the loth and opens the 
second period of appalling carnage and loss, will, l am sure, be recorded 
by future historians as ushering in a most infamous chapter in our 
political history, which, l only hope and pray, may he a very brief one. 
The happenings on that and the few subsequent da\s will long haunt 
ami torment our memories as an evil nightmare. I was a witness to 
some of those shameless and ghastly incidents. In the forenoon of the 
16th from an office not far from the Calcutta Corporation and within 
almost a stone's throw from a police-station. 1 saw shops being looted. 
During those days, when Calcutta was under the rule of sword, lathi 
and fire, to borrow an expression of “Capital,” I had toured practically 
ill over the city as a member of a mixed private rescue party, 
which evacuated both Hindus and Muslims to places of safety, and had 
ample opportunities of seeing for myself the appalling destruction 
wrought in respect of life and property. I do not intend nor do I 
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consider it necessary to recount incidents of atrocities and brutalities 
For one thing* no words at my command are lurid enough to adequately 
describe them. For another, the harrowing tales of these atrocities hav< 
already been elaborately described. 

On the question. Sir, of Calcutta being subject to a reign of terroi 
during August Kith-Kith, as ft result ' of a breakdown of the machinery 
of law and order which is the direct responsibility of the Chief Minister, 
there is no dispute between the communities. Anarchy fell as tragically 
upon Moslems us upon Hindus, and predominantly upon the innocent 
amongst them. Doth Hindus and Moslems have therefore a right tc 
demand an explanation of the strange breakdown of the machinery oi 
law and order and the criminally negligent conduct of the police during 
these fateful days. 1 would like to ask the Chief Minister the following 
questions to which every citizen has a right ti* obtain from him categorical 
answers : — 

In the first place, in view of the overwhelming evidence that serious 
conflicts and breaches of the law were to he apprehended on August Kith, 
has the Chief Minister ascertained w by the Commissioner of Police took 
no action under section (>*\A) of the Calcutta Police Act, which empower* 
the (iommi.ssiouer of Police to institute measures for ensuring the orderly 
conduct of processions with a view to seeming public safety and convenience? 
Will he also explain what the emergency scheme is, to which he had made 
a reference elsewhere? 

In the second place, in view of the outbreak of looting, arson and murder 
from the early morning of August Kith, will the Chief Minister explain 
his conduct in not only presiding over the mass rally of Muslims fixed for 
the afternoon on that day, hut, what is worse, in further inflaming the 
passions of an already excited crowd, many amongst whom had already 
committed serious breaches of the law? 

In the thiid place, it was the experience of everybody, irrespective of 
creed or community, particularly on the Kith that police assistance and 
protection to law-abiding citizens was completely denied or refused. Not 
only that, but what is much worse, the police in certain cases actually parti- 
cipated in arson and looting. Assaults, murders and looting took place 
under tile very eyes of the police without any intervention on their part. 
These are cognisable offences and 1 understand the police are criminally 
liable for not taking notice of them. I have it on unimpeachhale authority 
that the police, including high officials, when appealed to for help, had 
replied that they had no orders. Such a plea is untenable, since the 
offences are cognisable. If the police remained inactive, they must presum- 
ably have had definite instructions not fo intervene. This is a very serious 
matter. From the Chief Minister's statement elsewhere, it would anpear 
that such instructions, if any, were given by the Police Commissioner, 
will the Chief Minister ascertain from the officer concerned the reasons for 
the issue of such orders, and also state whether he had not considered it 
necessary in the discharge of his public duties as Horne Minister to intervene 
even in this matter? 

Id t he fourth place, in a press conference held on August 2’frd, Brigadier 
Sixsmith stated that even on Friday afternoon, the Police contingent was 
noUMy committed. Sir, much has been said, and I am sure more will he 
said by honourable members opposite about the inadequacy of the Calcutta 
Police Force. I am prepared to concede that some strengthening of this 
force is necessary But what is relevant in the context of the recent 
Calcutta tragedy is that even such [ml ire force as the Government hud at 
their disposal was not deployed either adequately or in proper time and 
place. If this had been done, particularly as the military were always 
available,*! am sure* Calcutta would never have passed through such a 
reign gf terror and much valuable life and property would have been saved. 
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Will the Chief Minister explain why the police force was not fully com- 
mitted in proper time and in the threatened zones, which, as Brigadiar 
Sixsmith stated, lay between Sealdah and Howrah? 

In the fifth place, as an explanation of the delay in obtaining military 
aid, the Chief Minister has stated elsewhere that the military was not pre- 
pared to come out in the beginning, while Brigadier Sixsmitn asserted that 
it was only midnight of the 16 th that he as the Commander of the area was 
summoned and told that the police was unable to control the situation 
without military assistance. Will the Chief Minister explain the discre- 
pancy in the two versions? 

In the sixth place, the Chief Minister, on his own admission, had spent 
long hours in the Control Room at Lai Bazar, but adds that he was merely 
watching the situation and did not interfere in any way with the Police 
Commissioner’s activities. If that is so, will he explain why at all he spent 
long hours in the Control Room, and also whether, in view of his personal 
knowledge of the developing situation, he did not consider it his public 
duty to issue instructions to the Commissioner of Police for the maintenance 
of law and order? 

In the seventh place, the Chief Minister had stated elsewhere that the 
police had tried their utmost to quell the disturbances. Will he then 
explain how is it that the police force in Calcutta emerged from such a 
sanguinary conflict practically without a scratch, while in Bombay many 
police personnel, including even the Police Commissioner, were seriously 
injured? 

Tn the eighth place, although I consider it most ungallant of the Chief 
Minister to shift the entire responsibility for the disturbances to a subor- 
dinate officer, the Commissioner of Police, will the Chief Minister explain 
why this officer has not yet been suspended or dismissed or what disciplinary 
measures he proposes to take against him for his utter incompetence and 
culpable dereliction of duty? 

In the ninth place, since the Chief Minister holds the policy of the 
Cabinet Delegation and the British Government primarily responsible for 
these communal disturbances, will he say whether, in his opinion, the people 
of Bengal should reconcile themselves to frequent visitations of the d< moil 
of communal conflagration until such time us either the British Govern- 
ment will surrender to the League or reason or good sen.se will dawn upon 

it- (The TIonYu.k Mr. Shamnuhmx Aiimad: The British Government 

hate already surrendered to the Congress. You should know about that.) 

Air. SPEAKER: Mr. Ghose, your time is up. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR GHOSE: I was under the impression that I was 
given half an hour to speak. 

Mr# SPEAKER: Yes, that was the arrangement made with the different 
Leaders of the Parties, but some of your time has been taken up by the 
Deputy Leader of the Congress Parliamentary Party. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Sir, may I have a few minutes more? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may speak for two minutes more. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Sir, I cannot finish in two minutes. I 
may please be given five minutes so that 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. You may speak for two minutes only, 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR -CHOSE: If I have to speak only for two minutes 
I will say this: that not only in view of what had happened but also in the 
economic interest of the province, it is extremely necessary that the Chief 
Minister must resign his office. Because if Mr Suhraw&rdy continues in 
his present office the prospect that the economic life of the prorihee may 
be completely dislocated will become a certainty. The question may be 



1 ML] 


MOTIONS OF NO-CONFIDENCE. > 


10 ] 


asked that if Mr. Suhrawardy has lost the confidence of the House, what i 
the alternative f I would say, Sir, that the best alternative is a Govern 
ment of the major parties. If that is not a practical proposition, it mai 
be asked what rood or profit will result by merely replacing Mr, Suhraward; 
by somebody else? I should say, Sir, much good and profit. For, it wil 
demonstrate that a Minister, and a Minister in charge of law and order a 
that, who fails grievously iu the discharge of his elementary duty of pro 
tecting the life and property of the common citisen cannot continue wit) 
impunity in his office but must pay the inevitable penalty. Such politica 
punishment will have a reassuring effect on badly shaken public confidence 

Sir, I can do no better than conclude my indictment of the Chie 
Minister by quoting an observation of Cromwell to the Long Parliament 
which a British statesman — who is a great friend of the party to which tin 
Chief Minister belongs— 1 mean Mr. Leopold Amen , applied to Mr. Nevill 
Chamberlain, in course of a debate in Parliament, which ultimately results 
in Mr. Chamberlain’s replacement by Mr. Churchill. This is what Crom 
well had said, and 1 would now su\ to the Chief Minister: "You havi 
sat too long here for any good you have been doing. Depart, I say, and le 
us have done with you. In the nume of God. go. M 

Mr, ABUL HA8HIM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, today l have decided not t< 
enter into any acrimonious discussion or to make any attempt to apportioi 
blame between the Hindus and the Muslims of Bengal having regard to wlm 
repercussion and reaction it may produce iu future. 1 wonder if thi 
motion of no-confidence tabled against the present Ministry should really 
be a motion against the present Ministry or against the Government b 
India Act of HWf) and its authors and their allies. I have no doubt, as ] 
have full confidence in the intelligence and power of understanding of oui 
friends on the Congress benches, that if they could rise above their owl 
peculiar interest and could see things objectively and make an analysis o: 
the grievances of the Muslims in a dispassionate attitude, they woulcf have 
instead of bringing a motion of no-confidence against this Ministry, parti 
culariv ugainat the Horne Minister and the Chief Minister, the Hon’bb 
Mr. Suhrawardy, brought a motion of confidence in him. Tt is a thousand 
pitv — because I have always, in spite of my difference with other partial 
and organisations of my country, maintained some respect and regard foi 
mv opponents — today when I hear from the Congress benches one of oui 
friends charging Mr. Suhrawardy for making the Commissioner of Pelici 
a scapegoat; I feel a thousand pity because in the ordinary course o; 
business one could never expect the members of the Congress representing 
a great organisation which during recent years held aloft the torch of revolu 
tion and independence in India to say things like this and plead in defend 
of the bureaucratic machinery of the Government. Let me disabuse mysell 
of my affiliation to the partv I have the honour of belonging to, btlt as at 
honest and sincere man tnay I tell you, Sir, from what T feet at heart thill 
it is my conviction that what has happened did happen not due t< 
Mh. Buhrawardv or his Ministry hut in spite of them. Let me in my owi 
way place before von the causes that, I think and feel, led to this horrible 
bloody carnage. Sir, in my humble opinion there eannot he a greater foo 
crawling upon the surface of the earth who ran for a moment say that Sii 
Stafford Cripps and his colleagues — I may say the world’s greatest diplomat! 
representing the nation which has been heating all other nations foi 
centuries in diplomacy — came to India to settle the ITindu-Muslim questior 
for the good of India. After the Sepoy Mutiny the British sway in Indie 
was consolidated and British Imperialism got the control over Indian 
business and Indian administration. Thereafter they were busy doinfl 
politics elsewhere in the Middle East and Europe. But now when we, 
Indians, are making serious efforts to achieve independence, when we ar« 
proceeding towards our goal, the time has come when England should dc 
some politics here also. Bo Sir Stafford Cripps and his colleagues came 






to India for doing politics and they have succeeded in their mission. It is 
to our utter shame that they have again succeeded and I lay stress on it so 
as to have the courage to be conscious of our own limitations. Sir, these 
diplomats came to India to deal with politics. While here in India the 
Hindus and Muslims were quarrelling with each other, the great leaders 
of the Congress and the League alike were squarely beaten by Sir Stafford 
Cripps and his colleagues by their superior political intellect. Let this be 
admitted first, realised first, and then there will be no difficulty whatsoever 
in finding out who was responsible for this great killing, where the remedy 
lies and then do our work. We should never forget that British possessions 
in India are coloured red. The red colour on the map of India faded by 
our struggle of the last forty years. Now they want to have a fresh coating 
of red Iby the blood of the Hindus and Muslims alike.* The Calcutta carnage 
is a beginning, und unless we take a warning it will take place and the 
blood of Indians will put a fresh coating on the red colour of the map of 
India for another one hundred and fifty years or more. His Excellency 
Lord Wavell, the Viceroy of India — if lie really meant peace and tran- 
quillity, unity and harmony among the people of India — unity between the 
Congress and the Muslim League, if he had taken a firm stand that he would 
not give power to any party unless and until the Congress and the League 
came to an agreement, an agreement would have been possible long ago. 
The Congress says that we are demanding communal favour and that the 
Hindu-Muslim disunity is something artificial (‘rented by the third power. 
It is a pity — a thousand pity — that today it has forgotten the third power 
and the reason for what is happening between the Hindus and the Muslims 
today. Instead of working for peace and amity, the Viceroy by his words 
and gestures attempted to create an impression in the minds of the Muslims 
and Hindus that one party will be bye-passed by another and it is as a 
direct result of that that the Calcutta disturbances followed. This has 
created an idea in the minds of the Muslims that they have been delivered 
to the Hindus and an impression has been created in the minds of the 
Hindus that they have got what they wanted. 

1 It iemiuds me of that mighty personality of Bengal, Sir Surendfa Nath 
Banerjea, that great patriot who was in fact the pioneer of freedom move- 
ment in India. He also in spite of his talents, intelligence, experience and 
suffering, ut the fug end of his life thought lie got what he wanted after 11)19. 
So I think also that our revered Congress leaders, whose sacrifices and suffer- 
ings will go down to history and for thnSc sufferings the whole of India 
shall ever remain (grateful to them, at the fag end of their life, after having 
strenuous struggles for over 25 or 30 years, have now felt, as Sir Surendra 
Nath Bauer jea had felt in Bengal, that they got what' they wanted in the 
Interim Government. That is why when the Bombay Resolution of the 
Muslim League was adopted, Sardar Patel from that end of India declared 
that the direct action of the Muslim League was not against the British but 
was against the Congress and the Hindus. They declared that British 
Imperialism was no more, that Great Britain had abdicated and Pandit 
Nehru, Sardar Patel and others were in possession of India; they were at 
the bead af a sovereign state. This impression Pandit Nehru and others 
had created in the mind of everybody, 

Now, Sir, I know’ that His Excellency the Viceroy has no^control over 
the statements nnd utterances of big leaders of India, but, Sir, when Pandit 
Nehru and Sardar Patel made "utterances creating this false impression in 
the minds of the peoples of India that British Imperialism had abdicated, 
which ia far from troth* *be Viceroy should not have sat jpilent over the 
whole affairs. His conspicuous silence over the statements lor weeks led to 
the belief that really what Pandit Nehru and Sardar Patel had said had the 
sanction of British Imperialism behind it. We should also not forget that 
some tifhe after the Bombay Resolution was adopted, His Excellency the 
Viceroy summoned a meeting of Governors of the provinces. It was not, 
I believe, merely for the fun of it. That has also a political background. 
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/Here in Calcutta today we find our in the opposition have com 

forward with a motion of no-confidence against Mr. Suhrawardy on th 
ground of incompetence and indifference and they have asked him, appeal 
ed to him in the name of God to resign. I would ask them also in th< 
name of God and anything that is sublime, let them analyse their owi 
mind and ask themselves whether it is a fact or it is not a fact tha 
Mr. Suhrawardy was found at his height of genius during this carnage 
There is no doubt that law and order collapsed. It will he denyinj 
reality if anything was said to the contrary hut the fact is, from what 
have seen of the great man, that he was at the height of his genius, h 
was at the height of honesty, integrity, sense of justice ami efficiency. A 
that time he was seen moving at the risk of his life in the streets o 
Calcutta day and night when he saw his comrades, friends falling one ly 
one hut he never lost that sense of justice which is becoming of a Chic 
Minister of our country. Our friends of the Congress said that his ufiUifl 
tion and attachment to the Muslim League party unbalanced him, bu 
nothiug can be a greater perversion of truth. \Ve found during thoa 
days Muslims in bands and parties coming to us and complaining tha 
Mr. Suhrawardy was attending too mueli to the Hindus. We found hat 
working restlessly without food, without sleep these three, four days 
locking himself up in Lull Bazar Control Boom, passing orders. If an 
one dares to consult his private note book he will find now much he lift 
to go into the details. It is true that on the Kith and I7ih the ordinal* 
traffic police were found absent; it is true that the Calcutta Police coul 
not cope with the situation, but who ran deny this fart that Mr. Suhraward 
at the earliest opportunity called upon the Army to take charge of th 

city . (Here the uiemher reached his time-limit but was given tw 

minutes more.) but the Army did not obey as hastily and as quickly ft 
they ought to haw* done, because under the Government of India Act th 
Chief Minister has no control over them. And it he says anything again* 
the Commissioner ot Police he is not making him a scapegoat, Whateve 
Mr. Suhrawardy may be. I can assure t fie friends of the Opposition an 
through them the country, he is not a coward. He knows how to tak 
res [io risibility In m sel f . 

As my time is up J would ask in all seriousness, in the name of Go< 
in the name of anything that is noble and sublime, will tin* Muslims an 
Hindus alike fall so easily a victim to flic British machination ami not s« 
things as they should see them. Let us realise that time has come an 
we should rise up to the height of our genius. Public calamity is a might 
leveller. Will this public calamity, the blood of our friends, relation 
and comrades help in levelling our differences and make a united/effo] 
to drive out the third party, the British Imperialism from India Y j 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the no-confidem 
motions which have been moved by Mr. Dhirendru Nath Datta an 
Mr. Bima) Comar Ghosc. We are meeting today under the shadow of 
great catastrophe which has come over this great city of Calcutta, th 
second* city of the British Empire. It does not require many arguiuen 
to convince the ordinary public that so far as the Government of Bengi 
is concerned it has failed to preserve law and order, not only in a lane c 
a bye-lane but in the broadest streets of ' Calcutta, not only for an hor 
or two but for days together. It is ft shame for any Government in th 
world to come before the public and justify its conduct which involves tl 
massacre of 6,000 persons dead and 16,000 persons injured in the cour# 
of two or three days, not in a remote village but in the city of Calcutt 
which is the metropolis of this great country, which enjoys the tftivileg 
of having easily available the Governor of Bengal with his 16 Minister! 
th® Commissioner of Police and all his paraphernalia. Does it requii 
any argument to convince that so far as the Government of Bengal as 
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whole is concerned it Has ifTfclfftbly failed to protect the lives and liberties, 
the properties and belongings and honour of the inhabitants of this great 
city? 

I do not understand as to why there should be a confidence passed for 
the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy as has been stated by the previous 
speaker. If that be the criterion for passing a vote of confidence, then 
I think we shall be passing confidence in that person who is responsible 
for the commission of worse crimes in Calcutta. The position is quite 
apparent to us. The issue before this House is not what Mr. Suhrawardy 
as the leader of the Bengal Muslim League Party did. What we are 
concerned with in this House is as to what the Government of Bengal did 
in order to preserve law and order in this city. That is the issue before 
us. My friend who had just preceded me waxed eloquent, upon the 

f oJitical differences between Hindus and Muhammadans, between the 
ndians and the Britishers. So far as that question is concerned, it is 
being solved and every effort is being made in order to solve this problem 
in a different sphere. That is not the question here. The question is as 
to what the Government of Bengal did in order to protect our lives and 
properties on the lfith and 17th Augifst. We charge the Government of 
Bengal that it has signally failed to protect the same. The Government 
of Bengal well knew what the situation was. When the meeting of the 
Muslim legislators was held in Bombay, Sir Feroz Khan Noon and others 
waxed eloquent on bloodshed, violence and what not. As a matter of 
fact, Sir Feroz Khan Noon stated, 1 am speaking from his reported speech 
in the “Statesman” — “If Britain puts us under the Hindu 11a j , let us tell 
Britain that the desi ruction and havoc that the Muslims will do in this 
country will put into shame what Chengiz Khan did.” We have seen, 
Sir, what Chengiz Khan did being actually done in this city of Calcutta 
in Bengal which was the only province in which the Muslim League had 
its sway. ('an there by a worse condemnation than this that what 
Chengiz Khan did several hundred' years back was done in Calcutta under 
the very nose of the present Government ot Bengal and the Government 
of Bengal was helpless in the matter. (Thk Hon’hi.k Mk. ShamsudjiIN 
Aiimkd: Why do you forget that the Britishers are still here ruling over 
us?) Mr. Abdul Quayum stated that 10 crorea of Muslims will overthrow 
the Government at the first opportunity. He stated: “The Hindus had 
been governed by the Muslims for 800 years and the Hindu mind is deep 
in its heart for revenge. I hope the Muslim nation will strike swiftly 
before such a Government can be set up in this country.” It was on the 
2nd September when the Interim Government was going to be set up in 
this country and the so-called Muslim nation was encouraged to strike 
swiftly to show what capacity it possessed in order to create bloodshed and 
strife in this country. It is quite true that so far as the leaders are con- 
cerned they stated that it should be observed peacefully, but it is a matter 
of common knowledge that thousands of leaflets were distributed by the 
Muslims in order to create bloodshed. I have got one leaflet which showed 
Mr. Jinnah with a sword in hand. This was a Muslim leaflet. I have 

J ot a translation. I am quoting a few lines from it. “The sword of 
slam must be shining on the heavens and shall subdue all bad wishes.” 
It was printed by Gulsar Book Depot of 34/1, Ratu Sarkar Lane* It says: 
“We Muslims have had the Crown amd have ruibd. Do not lose heart. 
Be ready and take vour swords. Think you MttMims why we are under 
the Kafirs today? The result of love of Kafir is not good. Oh! Kafir, 
do not be proud and happy. The doom is not far and the general massacre 
remains. We shall show our glory with swards in hand and shall have a 
special victory.” I have got another leaflet which 14 called the Jamal 
leaflet published from the same place “asking the Muslima to pome into 
the arena with their swords and change of tactics. We shall then see 
who shall play with us for river of blood shall flow. We shall have the 
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swords in our hands and the noise of Takfeir. «T5iWS?ow there wiH be 
Doom's Day.” This was the pamphlet which #as distributed just on the 
eve of the Direct Action day on the Kith August. ' . 

The Hon’bl* Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Who published it? 

Mr. I. D. JALAH: Uulxar Book Depot of 84/1, Ratu Sarkar Lane, 
Calcutta. 

Sir, it is not a question of this leaflet or that leaflet. What I say is 
that so far as the Government is comernetl it did nothing to stop such 
leaflets being distributed when the tension between the Hindus and 
Muslims was so strong ami when every effort had to he made to prevent 
bloodshed and looting in this city of Calcutta. So far as the 16th and 
17th August are concerned, so much has been written and so much has 
been said that it is needles for ine to repeat. The fact is quite apparent 
that if Mr. Suhraw f ardy bad no hand in the preservation of law and order 
with what purpose was he in the Control Room? Was he giving direc- 
tions or was the Commissioner of Police asking for directions Y There 
must be some reason for his presence in the Control Room. Father be was 
giving directions on bis own initiative or he was giving directions on being 
asked by the Commissioner of Police. But the fact remains that 
Mr. Suhrawnrdy was in the Control Room. He states that the Commis- 
sioner of Police is responsible inr preservation of law and order and that 
he was not responsible. Then what was the purpose and meaning of his 
stay in the Control Room? We are absolutely in the dark as to what 
happened to the police on the lbth and 17th, blit we did not receive the 
slightest aid from the police or from the Government of Bengal, in any 
shape whatsoever, and we had to preserve our liven and properties by our 
own unaided effort, by our own help and by the aid and relief of our itelief 
Societies. Even those who were evacuated had to pay heavy bribes to the 
police to carry a party from a disturbed area to a safe area. Everybody 
was feeling helpless, everybody thought that the Government of Bengal 
was at an end. A friend of mine told me t hut he phoned up the Governor 
and the Commissioner of Police and elsewhere but without success. When 
he phoned up the Commissioner of Police, somebody in the Police Depart- 
ment said: *** • * ♦ * M That was what was stated to mo. 

The question is that there are thousands of persons who can testify that 
as a matter of fact no help was forthcoming from the police. If no help 
, was forthcoming and if so many persons have thought that no help was 
received from the police, certainly after the great carnage people cannot 
have confidence in the Government. That is the burden of our song. So 
far as this Government is concerned, it has failed to preserve law and order 
in this city and because it lias failed therefore it has forfeited our confidence 
and th© confidence of the people. Sir, these are mere incidents to prove 
this fact and nothing else, 

Mr. SPEAKER; Mr. Jalan has quoted some abusive language. I 
think it should not go in the proceedings. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: Sir, that was what was stated to me by others. 

Mr. BHUPATI MAJUMDARt Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is with a heuvy 
heart that I stand hare to condemn this Ministry. I have passed all my 
life dreaming and figbfng for the day when my own countrymen would 
by their own votes elect their own rulers. I know this Ministry is not 
the realisation of my dream, yet I cannot forget that these Ministers are 
elected representatives of my own people. It is only the gravity of the 
situation that has compelled me to rise in condemnation of this Ministry. 

Sir, I have been in the city during those terrible days; and as a humble 
worker of the Congress T could not and did not sit safe behind closed doors. 
I had to fulfil my Obligations as a citizen and as a Congressman. I have 
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Been horrible scenes witji* my own eyes. I bad to face angry mobs 
repeatedly; I had to roam*over and walk through some of the worst affect- 
ed areas. Jt seemed to me, during those days, civilisation, nay even 
human sense, bade good-bye to this city. 

Sir, I have seen horrible crimes perpetrated in broad daylight before 
the very eyes of the guardians of law and order. In vain I have tried to 
draw the attention of the standing-by police who have invariably replied 
that they did not see anything or they could not do anything. 

We are yet to know what mysterious order stayed the hands of the 
Police and made them passive spectators of ail sorts of crimes perpetrated 
throughout the city. It has been told, rather it has been admitted, that 
the Chief Minister was during the most part of these days himself staying 
in the Control Boom of Lai Bazar and yet frantic telephone calls to Lai 
Bazar for Police help were only responded to with dhamkis : “Don’t vex 
us. We know everything; nothing new.” Even within a hundred yards 
from Lai Bazar where the Chief Minister was sitting and where a large 
number of armed force was present, hooligans looted shops, set fire to the 
whole of Territy Bazar and butchered men, women and children. The 
whole Governmental machinery, it seems, as if by pre-arrangement 
ignominously abdicated to the mob rule. Sir, 1 am a Congressman. I have 
spent my whole life for the salvation of my people and for the liberty of my 
country. My conception of my country and people knows no limitation 
of caste and creed. 1 am not here to blame Hindus or Muslims. As such 
I say with sorrow and shame that my people behaved in a manner unworthy 
of our traditions and unworthy of humanity. Sir, for this degrading of my 
people I hold this Ministry responsible. It has enraged and excited one 
community to the Nadir of a communal frenzy and it has cornered another 
community to desperate helplessness. Sir, this Ministry deserves the 
strongest, condemnation as keeping themselves in cosy safe seats, they have 
roused and let loose the elemental passions of the mobs. Sir, I condemn 
this Ministry because it failed to give protection to the innocent and help- 
less citizens, because it could not check the frenzied mobs, because it could 
not foresee that such eventualities might occur. But that is not all. I 
further condemn this Ministry because it could not keep even the balance 
of Government authorities. It has been swayed by sectional feelings. It 
was a common talk of the city that by acts of commission and omission it 
has encouraged the holigans and anti-social elements of one community. 
It has tampered with the ordinary Police administration not in order to 
check riots and preserve law and order, hut in order to provide greater 
facilities to the hooligans and goondas. The incidents that happened in the 
streets of Calcutta during these days would have been sufficient to condemn 
„ any Ministry, leaving aside what happened behind the scene — what happened 
in the Control Boom of Lai Bazar, in the Secretariat and in various other 
police-stations of the city. That furnishes double condemnation for the 
Ministry. Not only have they failed to keep law and order hut they have 
deliberately prevented the normal administrative machinery from doing 
that. Even now goondas and other criminals are occupying shops ana 
houses from where lawful owners have either been eliminated or forcibly 
ejected. Sir, yet that is not all. We have yet to see at the root of the 
tiling. Members of this Ministry are responsible members of a party which 
has taken the course of Direct Action at its best which then means the 
upsetting of law and order and in its worst means the stirring up of a civil 
war. Sir, I leave it to you and to this House if it is anywhere in this world 
possible for the Ministers to»plav Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde in matters which 
involve the life and safety-oi 60 millions of people. This is a curious sight 
that those who are in charge of maintaining law and order should at the 
same time play a role of lawbreakers and instigators of a civil war. Common 
decency and a little sense of responsibility should have impelled them to 
shake off this double rdle. But I am sorfw, Sir, that these Ministers have 
neither a common decency nor any sense of responsibility developed in their 
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feeling either to resign from the League or from the Ministry. They did 
neither. Instead of that they have been instigating a civil war — a war of 
mutual extermination. They did not pause to think about the consequence 
of such a war— if it is, as this is likely to spread from Bengal to other 
provinces. This is a dangerous game for a set of craxv Ministers io indulge 
in. Sir, 1 know that they have roused communal passion to such a pitch 
that they felt safe behind a statutory majority. I know that my Muslim 
brethren would turn a deaf ear to m\ earnest appeal, vet l must make my 
appeal to them and ask them to consider where this Ministry is leading our 
people to. This communal Ministry can lead to no good, neither to the 
Muslims nor to the Hindus. Three years ago a similar communal Ministry 
was functioning, millions of our countn men died of famine. I was then 
in prison and was thus spared the painful sights of corpse® in the streets. 
But 1 have seen the recent achievements of this communal Ministry. Hindus 
and Muslims died in that famine and they huve both died in this cufnage. 
So J appeal to my Muslim brethren present here to ponder over the matter 
and decide from the point of view of doing good to Jiu#lim# alone whether 
this Ministry deserves their support am longer. Sir, I anneal to the other 
corner of this House also, I mean the European group. May 1 expect that 
they will not allow any material gain or petty commercial consideration® 
to stupefy their human sense K They have seen the gruesome pictures of 
the Calcutta streets during the (treat Calcutta Killing. Would they then 
lend their support to the Ministiy who failed so grossly to keep law and 
order even on the streets of the great metropolis? May 1 expect that at 
least -now the\ would allow human sense to prevail over other consideration# P 
Sir, lastly, through you 1 should like to send my appeal again to my country- 
men sitting in this small room. 1 appeal to them to assert their demo- 
cratic right to condemn tins Ministry which is responsible for the death of 
so many Hindus and Muslims, winch has tailed to protect the life and 
propel tv of thousands of people, which has been placing with fire when 
charged with the duty ot quelling fire and winch has fomented hitter 
communal animosity all over the countn. This Ministry which has no 
programme of social welfare for the amelioration of the condition of even 
the Muslim masses, which has not done a little hit tor tin* good of the toil- 
ing millions and which as a last resort had stirred up hitter communal passion 
of the worst type for remaining in office deserves condemnation from all 
parts of the Province. This Ministry 1ms tailed as administrator. It has 
failed as a political pait\. It has failed as a set of honourable men. The 
street scenes ot those days arc still haunting me and I cannot for a moment 
forget those gruesome scenes and hence I cannot forget tin* Ministry which 
is alone responsible for them. I owe it to my people and I owe it to mv 
conscience when I say that I shall strive to remove this Ministry, which 
has failed so atrociously in protecting the destiny of (iff millions of people. 
Sir, for the god ot the people ot Bengal, both Hindus and Muslims, 1 support 
this resolution of No-confidence. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is 
with sorrow and humiliation that I take my stand to oppose the No- 
confidence motion that has been moved against the Ministry as a whole and 
against Mr. Suhrawardv, the Chief Minister of this Province. Sir, it seems 
my friends on the opposite side seem to think as if Mr. Kulirawardy and the 
gang here this side are the persons who are at the root of this carnage. I 
know very well that it is very easy to speak on the floor of this House, Sir, 
before I go into details of the recent happenings may I take my friends 
hack to the historical background of the whole tragedy that has been 
witnessed here in Calcutta? 

Sir, who does not know how the Mussulmans of this Province were 
crushed, how Mussulman# all over India were crushed from 1757 to 1857. 
Then again, who does not know the Confiscation Proceedings that followed 
the occupation of ^Bengal. Confiscation of Muslim properties, confiscation 
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of mosques, confiscation of iaigirs, confiscation of large zemindaries belong- 
ing to Muslims were the order of the day and these valuable properties were 
Jwmded over to the Hindus. Why? Because the Mussulmans ruled this 
country then and it was necessary for the British rulers to eiush the 
Mussulmans. That followed till 1857 when the first war of Indian in- 
dependence was waged. Well, Sir, we know, and I think every reader of 
history knows, that the Muslims with the help of some Hindus — I mean, 
the Mahrattas — tried to regain the independence of this country but they 
failed because the Sikhs helped the British, and there the curtain was 
drawn. 

Sir, this followed in the international sphere also. I would refer my 
honourable friends to the situation in the Middle East. In 1144-18 when 
the first Great War came, Colonel Lawrence was sent to Arabia, stirred, up 
the Arabians to revolt against the Turkish rulers, and every body knows that 
Turkey was divided, dismembered and defeated. Money was spent to win 
over a traitor just as here also it was done to win over traitors like Jagat 
Seth, Mirzafar, TTmicband and others. That traitor was promised kingship 
of Arabia — the holy land of Arabia— but alter the war was over, the 
Britishers did not keep that promise and pledge given to him. 

Sir, today we hear that ln^ia cannot he partitioned into Pakisth.n* and 
Hitidusthan. Everybody knows that the carnage over which we are debat- 
ing here was the result of the fact that the Muslims in this (oantry want 
that they should have Pakistan in this country while our Hindu friends 
oppose tooth and nail that demand of Pakisthan which they say we could 
never have. Well, Sir, you all know that the betrayal of the Cabinet 
Mission recently led to the outburst of the feelings of distrust that was 
already in existence between the two communities in this •.untrv. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I was saving that the way in which Muslims have 
been treated and the way in which their rights have been trampled upon — 
that has given a cause of exaltation to my friends opposite. Sir, before 
I speak on the main question, I would refer my friends to the accusations 
that have been hurled against this Ministry. Mv friends have said that 
the Ministry, and particularly Mr. Suhrawurdy, was the root cause of this 
calamity. Sir, on the lbth August what did the Muslim League nek the 
people to do? The Kith of August was not a Direct Action Day when the 
Muslims w r ere asked to rise in revolt and cut down every Hindu in the 
conflagration. The Kith of August was fixed for explaining the implica- 
tions of the resolution that was passed at the Bombay seesiou of the All- 
India Muslim League Council, and you know. Sir. how* Quaid-e-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah appealed to the people to observe that day in peace. 
As far as the accusations are concerned, may I refer my friends to the 
writings in the “Basumati” and in other papers, the sentiments expressed 
and the speeches delivered in the past in various parks of the city. I would 
refer, Sir, to certain writings in the “Basumati”. This carnage took place 
from the 16th of August. But on the 4th of August the “Basumati” 
writes : — 

“fir* ici fv orj wttf ci, if? inm ’TOfc’tfro tow 

*0 OVtf fr"! & Cflft TOffa 31 ftfa »R!tfl ott cTOtn 

figllH *tfl <p ttffT*R Wl l” 

Then on tbe 10th of August the “Basumati” writes: — 

nrfVvrft wvftzrn & csfri ’■rot* faifc vfwrs n itwrtfK urw wftv *:? 

esm to* i” 

it fcttrai itwitfn *rf? to tot ftTOron fai 

tpptsi ifira vi itt; 3tm cn TOn fairr? if*in iff it^»n ci*fc 

mki ¥fiiii tow *mr, to to* TO*-fror to 
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^ i to wro taituft* Tjwtrif tai tafl r s 

ftn i wfc to— tan ts to i tow cnt*frt m«itaf to if# 

fro ▼fare csfri to mu t$vt i (l^<cv*fc u tosto i ) 

Then on the 11th of August the “Basumuti" writes: — 

*wf * tan ¥fin faros tffe cm*i otn.i m wtas cwl wfin «ti i 

fro to sm afa?n wrm to cn, toto *fan crorr «i orro, taro 

mt S nt w i n, to to sfro*i i tow wrorc ufa^ *rtro «jn it%n onr, tojctoc* *wn 
cron to tpiro to, cron tom toto cn m nn^ yr$t, nmn vrfm, w ft «ps 
^fi’itanTOmn tom w* to to— fti wmen fafass iTOrrofftti to to 4i? 

wwttr*, nw ▼tarrcnR — exftrs o^nrtm fro* r mtft ftfan to ntro «ftl 

dint JH 4rom to$4« i *f<m totcm *to toito iltwi ata itro i” 

Then writes the ‘‘Busumuti” on the 14th August, two days before the 
occurrence took place : — 


tow'* toii— '* 

I am sorry, Sir, 1 have not been able to translate these passages tor the 
benefit of mv friend* over there, but 1 shall translate them, it time permits, 
when 1 have finished. 

Sir, there was a meeting held at Deshpriya Park on the 14th of August. 
I will not read out the leaflets that were distributed in that meeting. In 
that meeting Mr. Kiran Sankar Koy and Mr. Nihurendu Dutt-Mazumdur 
uttered certain words which were heard by some <d my friends present in 
the meeting. Then the meeting was addressed b\ Mr. Sureudru Mohan 
Ghosh, President of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee, Mr. Nnlini 
Hanjan Sarhar and others urging the Hindus to see that the observance of 
the Kith August might not succeed. 

Then, on the other *ide, 1 may mention to you, Sir, what appeal was 
issued by Quuid-e-Axniii din nub, that, was published very kindly in the 
“Ainrita Bazar Patnka”, dated the Ifith. Mr. Jinnah Hai<i : "The Kith of 
August is not for the purpose of resorting to direct action of any kind and 
therefore I enjoin upon the Muslims to conduct themselves peacefully in a 
disciplined manuer and not to play into the hands of our enemies”. 

Sir, 1 would refer in this connection to the one statement issued to the 
Press and another* made at the Press Conference at Bombay by the now 
Hon’ble Pundit Jawalmrlal Nehru. He said that if the League did not join 
with the Congress there might be some minor trouble. If is statement to 
the Press Conference wiu very significant, munch , that if the Congress 
formed an interim Government under the leadership of Pandit Nehru and 
if the league started some kind of direct action, obviously the Government 
would face that kind of direc t action either by coming to a compromi#o or 
by opposing it: if the Government is strong, the direct action goes under; 
but if the Government is weak, the Government goes under. 

* Mr. 40CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: What is the point there? 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The noint w-this is a 
sentiment that you are feeling that the Hindu Raj has been established . 
May I, Sir, in this connection say that ] was an humble servant of the 
Congress for over a quarter of a century. Mr. Bhupati Mazumdar has said 
that he has played his part. May I remind my friend that he and I were 
college friends and he and I were in the Congress, and if he has played his 
part I also have played my part. 

Sir, we find that the mentality that has been exhibited today is the 
culmination of a mentality that was at the foot of there being no settlement 
between the Hindus and Muslims during the period when Mahatma Gandhi 
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tried bis best to solve the communal problem. In 1928 the Nehru Report 
was drafted for giving constitution to India. The sum and substance of the 
Nehru Report was that there would be unitary Government at the Centre 
with powers for the provinces and we Muslims in the Congress opposed ifr 
and opposed it tooth and nail. That was one of the leasons why the Nehru 
Report was scrapped and in the 1929 session of the Indian National 
Congress held at Lahore, that was thrown into the river Ravi and the resolu- 
tion of complete independence was adopted. 

I need not remind my friends of the Congress in this House that they 
have made their sacrifices in blood and money. Well, the Muslims have 
done the very same thing. Before 1920 there was no direct action ibtgun 
either by the Congress or any other organisation in this country. Before 
that time — from J7o7 — the Muslims paid in money, in life and in property 
and my friends the Hindus cannot deny that they were profited by the entry 
of Great Britain into this country. When the light of nationalism arose 
in my friends of the Congress, 1 admit that was the time wnen they took 
up active resistance to foreign rule in this country. In 1920 non-co-opera- 
tion was adopted as the creed of the Congress and I must idmit that with 
the advent of Mahatma Gandhi into the scene, really the Congress became 
a force and it was the Khilafut that gave that force to the Congress. 1 mav 
remind this House that when the non-co-operation resolution was adopted, 
the Khilafat movement also adopted and accepted that non-< <*• operation 
programme in August 1920 and the Congress at its special te.-sion held at 
the Wellington Square in September 1920, accepted that noii-co-cpt ration 
programme. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTERJEE: We have heard enough of ids 
heroics. What did they do to keep law and order!" 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: So long as the Speaker does 
not ask me to sit, down, I am not going to sit down. Why is my fnend 
getting impatient? 

1 was in the Congress and 1 worked in the hope that India would attain 
independence. I worked in the hope and with the vision and dream that 
united India will come in, but when 1 apprehended that my friends in that 
ILfuise wanted to establish another rtrj, then alone 1 left the Congress and 
joined the Muslim League. I frankly confess it and I admit t hat for 2'> 
long years 1 worked with my friends of the opposite side. It i as been 
amply proved by the recent utterances of Bandit Jawahiiflal Nehru. Even 
after assuming the office of the Vice-President of the V ieeroy ’ s Executive 
Council, what Aid he say at the time of the broadcast? At the time of the 
broadcast, he referred to untouchability, but he did not speak a word about 
Hindu -Muslim unity. 

Then my friends have said, what was the Chief Minister doing? Mr. 
Suhrawardy will explain what he was doing and as flmne M 1 nister he will 
explain what lie was doing. But as an humble Minister 1 may say that 
ou the 17th we tried to contact the Congress leaders an 1 we wanted to meet 
them so that the carnage might he stopped. I personally went to the Leader 
nf the Congress Parliamentary Party at Taltofla. He would not come out 
of the House, hut 1 brought him out of his house. I addressed a gathering 
at Taltolla and m> friend Mr. Kirnn Sankar lloy also addressed the gather- 
ing. Thereafter we assembled at the Chief Minister's room here m the 
Assembly and there we tried how to bring about peace in the titv. The 
day following, we also met. The Chiff Minister, and the Home Minister 
will say wliat he tried to-do. My friend Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy also knows 
what we did. (Mr. Ktran Sankar Roy: Not all you did.) Neither I 
know what you all did. I say that we tried to do what was best under the 
circumstances. Sir, what is my time? 

Mr. SPEAKERS You have been allowed 20 minutes. You Lave spoken 
for 18 minutes and you can sp^ak for two minutes more. 
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The Hon’bte Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I am sorry the time is 

ery short. I can only make a passing reference to the mentality that has 
een exhibited by the burning of bustees and killing of persons. I do not 
now whether these people knew about Pakistban or Hindustkan. My 
i lends have laid everything at the door of the Muslim League and the 
fuslim Ministry. I could not imagine or visualise how lowly bustees 
aside Hindu-dominated localities could have been wiped out and burnt to 
shes. 1 have it from some of my Hindu friends that the Nikaripara 
ustees and the Baghbazar trustees were surrounded and set on fire and 
whenever people wanted to come out were beaten to death by iron rods and 
he dead bodies were thrown into the fire. 

Before I sit down may I say -—I do not bold it out as a threat — that if 
re Muslims and Hindus cannot live together, this game will be played as 
re have been made the cat’s paw. If we cannot shape our destiny ourselves, 
re do not know what is going to happen. The Muslims want that they 
hould have Pakistban and our Hindu friends say that the Muslims should 
iot have Pakistban. If there is no settlement, 1 do not know what is going 

0 happen. The Congress has been installed in power at Delhi. I do not 
now what talks will take place between Pundit Jawaharlal and Mr. Jinnah. 
Jut, after all, I apprehend that if this is not settled, I do not know what 
9 going to happen. The Congress has combined with Great Britain aud 
t has become an Anglo-Fascist organisation. It has caught hold of the 
eigns of office. The “Aiprita Bazar Patriku” published in blazing head- 
ings “Congress assumes power”. After assumption of power, I know my 
lindu friends were in ecstasy. 

Oil the Kith August the Muslims were going to attend a peaceful 

ueeting at the mnidan. What would have happened if the Muslims had 

urned out in thousands at the maidun to express their resentment at the 

letrayal by the Cabinet Mission ? What was there in opposing and in 

ivimr active resistance to the processionists who were going!" What was 
here that at Bhawanipore and at the Harrison Bond junction the pro- 
essionists were beaten and brickbats were thrown at them from house-tops? 
)oes not that show that preparatory arrangements were made? This was 
i roof positive of the fact that my friends of the Hindu ('on grass wanted 
hat the Kith August should not be made a success. If the Kith August 
lad Wen a success, possibly the Muslims would not have got Pakistban. 
hikisjhan w^lcj not have fallen on Calcutta if the observance of the Kith 
Uigust had been a great success. I am sure the communal bogey, the 
inholy structure, will soon come to pieces and its remains will be kept, in 
he Museum where it will remain in silent majesty. I hope even now 
icnse will dawn on my friends here and they will come to a compromise oil 

1 joint basis. I believe my friends here will think over this matter seriously 
A voicF From Congress benches : Did you say joint electorate?): Sir, 
iere in Calcutta the Muslims are in a minority. But what would have 
happened, may I ask my friends to imagine, in Chittagong, in Eastern 
Bengal and other places if the Muslims there wye furious. Well, as a 
natter of fact you have bv your action brought about Pakistban. Hindus 
ire evacuating from Muslim localities and Muslims arc evacuating from 
Hindu localities. By your action, by your active resistance on that day, 
by your killing innocent men, women and children you have added actively 
and constructively to the advancement of the Pakistban programme. Long 
live Quaid-e-Azam — Long live Pakisthan. You do not want to give 
Pakistban to the Muslims, but, in fact, in Calcutta you have proved that 
the only solution that lies ahead is in the observance of Pakistban. 

With these words, Sir, I oppose the motions. 

Mr # GAN EM DR A CHANDRA BH ATTACH ARJEE : Mr. Speaker, 8ir,*vm allcwv 
fapn vwpfi tfwR. icRteur fan fam wire %fa wittv vffaj 

wtc m' vfa ant w ^ w w i lUr rjfs vnrrr tov, vrirro spi wtnfv cm vfa cct 

8 
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vs fttfitfi ft* #* ora, f%f% ftfosrn 4 emtf *rfts tffs *m 

vfs-r# msi 

4 $ ifwntrf) tojsi, wT3i 4?; *fv*tff%es* c*ftrv i 4$ 4s$ ws* c* tor? 

cn cm <uvf «f v*r*rft *Tfv **T? *rtft?«i< me? stfto tot? vctot i 

ft: mviftf <4^ snrt? nftorfro ifors^? vctotsi trite 6 ?* tot sn$ts*fsm <ft nc*HRT? 
gemr? w si i tow **m tfnrn* mftrafa sfa mtpm to i 

^ftes* tfsrf *ty? ft*e* toics TOfftns *toj w[ ^ssm TOs t c* y forost? 

lev totoi vt* tot c*rfm crsmf? met iforstft n iftftcm? to&v cm f*s, srsi tfTOt 
cm totes* m TO^sn *tftw cm w vfirs m i 

ftss '}£>% mfc vftrvtsr* v*m v**t* * 6 tST mf**, stron sites* vrosi tjstv 
vchtoi sf*j fU cWfffl *W" tprtes ft: srTOpftcm Sfo vc*c*s, smesv v*tm cTO^t? 
mro *tvfe$“ *tft»v& m £ek*i tfrst? fcfcTOfiv srr* m tos t#*t cite* ^ *t? 
tonsi ?vt* tot rnrnt m tfrrr* wv % i 

s*ws TOprtftv vie*'* err? *mr tom "fm-imres v^fti mre**i toto* vfs-rte* 
*TO* *TO-tfr*m vsftvs me*^ i tor* *lr* cm to *gf *trm £§tc*t? g-fc wfm 

fWI 

If *te*T* TO'trf *Tjrcs ♦j'ftrs to $e< 5 e* stsrror, srftftcv i*tfti m* TOtft?* to®? I 
im-*i**t* mrae? tototo *?tfH to ft^j i to stom ftor ??rv sc?yt<t £*wf% 
V*C*~ * t W ll CW TO Sift tfft^TOl 

tfsrv fs*es* vfami? s?t** s?-TO)t? to*ct* «ftfro *M *f?t*i ftsitf^te* farocs* Smr tov 
vftro tot tprm vfrrer*? i <? r tottwig ^ i ftr^ tf*J ^ ^to c«r w-ri 
FftrTO--^*^, ^ Fftnro, to? stores fV ftrr? 4^: ^>rsm 

itfi ? 

*m* TOifi T¥i ^rto*«f^9n mi to to}* i *i}-fftr ^nf%* ^*m i 

^ft^n Ttt^ \nsTTO Ttor^ ft*rrro i 4$ wnrnr -rpR-nfa ft>¥tftc«r* *ft 3 ^^ 
to *rro m tot, stro f ffsvrlt ^arc** to 4 * ft- *i^r to *1 c* -jtsrm *t«rfrfr 

TOCf, ft** ft^fs ^TO'S TOM 'oU CTt I TOf'Ttft^ TO--TOTO* TOtt TOTM* TOl^ 

cro, srsrc?* TO^r* nt»i cncs sc* 1 ^rt*-n*/*i cm *toc?* cr*? to "^n 1 

^ftrf v* 5 t*ft *c*tci cm nt-yrrft^ m^tlrr* cm fro, fm-ffe ynros to tto *i— 
Oltoi^ f*»Jt* TO CTO TOCS TO, *fl*3^t* m*t* TOTO I 

TOT* 4Vf|#| tfm TOTO *V mf% ^5 SSflT* TO *1TtoT^ wftTOl *tf 7 ^__ 

SfTO^ ^l4l ftC’TC* fipje** S^f* ’tttoFTfr vft*f*ii *rtT *R*f* Sc*TOJ Jif^rmc** SC 5 
TOtft *ta fto[ ^ftes me*, 4 $ wfocm MTts to ss--*mn cro *rrfirc}rto tfror 
sroi (ton !f*Tfe me* 1 4 t «ro *^m* *ft^ vt** jwi I). 1. B. mrft v %3 1 ^rro 

"nfvftTO? cm *mTt sift 1 ivfronftcr* ’rfts itfroroe** 4 $ c*m*rc^f* TOiti- 
TOfti toti m *tto m ftrr ^ 

imftncs, *ftro «rm TOm*-*rfr^ mm •jiws cs*$ ftrenr 
TO n to mnp 1 tjror ffiTOTO’ crorTOt* yes sreyr Whr* tod « sw* 
TOf% *e*r* vmroi erne** t cron ^*tro gv tfts me* 1 ^ 

TOtm *$' systi yro erne* Ftm 1 

jisto *m mi vcv $ ssro^tes v«!TOi me* » It W t Cf * m *fti s^srWt 

faro me* ; sfftev toTOY vto stes y*t fme* ; to vroi y * TO)m totto 
me*! 

toi sm *rjf*rwr*, *ti"t*Twr*, irf *m*, isrost , s*t*s» !f^fs isirro-wjpfts wvsvftes 
WTOm ft^* wTO 1^, yt*tf ; tftTO* TTffe sft* «nlt « cmftn yc*n ^nr 
ftflro ftoti 4 *^ siei^fK *fw*twti, !p*fs *tes* ftopsi ^vnti 4*1 vi tirtMi 

wm 4ft to *m *1* m *u 
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h??-?t?vi tore? v^to rc?cf, $f?t 5 . 18 ^ ftm v m t t TO vie? Mrs v?? i 
vn$i!Ft?-*ftto fr^cro tomr? wrr sto cirzKJR wm vt cro? ?rs* s^si wte 
n vf**- 3 ?? svn?mi ?e? *s ryTT¥ift to ^ r? ?t*i fr^r ^rvrrvrft ^ v$tt? $ewm 
torv vmvrft tos <1%-^ m c?ev \fw ntcro i 

ftvt? ?tvnr to tots reroi $om tott^ev?, tovtrv *f?t?' to svnratr? 
F*nr ?m « vc? ?ritov wtrs vfc? i ' 

Ftri «?,«!' to J ?t?i cv???ti! trrre* *to? v?i ft? vi j ^f%i ???nv to v y to rrrtc? 

toj? ?T$trs tfevf vc? vt<ft l*? f?to?c? TO ?tto v?e?, vmri'la *j;n vie?, *?? (v 
4 V# Wlr W( 4 ' 9^ vc? rsn vrc'ss <i?isjjf r?fv i fr^ *tifm to vrftcv ve? rsit? 
?n‘?T?3 4CTOI 

, st??« R?r^ *vr rvr^t vtorvr? «rsm>r? i cwi vnlrot}?? 4 rtro *torft TOtorr«n ?tcto 
c? toc'tv 3tf% v*?<h vc? rcvffrwv, vtorir? rfitv s to cvevfcrJt? ?to ?tvtr$? n? 
cvt 3>to ’tfroS? r^rtu »vtorlk*? $^?t? ?fi 'ire? hri toe*??! 

?r?nrcr? ?ro? to ?riT?t^ ?tc?? $*t? rrscrpn fac^M v?i $ vMl Mftfvtv cron v?r? 
v*t?rc? *toTiT? vtovi ?t?r v<i rc?c? ooo\ tots ton i 4 f«rcv ?vwt?t? v£w jvrottro 
w ?i?mt vmc*3? vc? toe"? Sn? vfwn rc?c? <*,<yx\ m ’ ns rrvr? toi ijvt vrwntwn? 
\wtc^ toft to' vto *mr? vfmvi ?t?t rc?c? >0,00^ ?? rtwt? ton, to to? ij??m 
«hh v^v'l vtorvi *ft?T re?c^ fv? 

cvv? Frvi TOt?t vcr--fv^to ?T?n r «>m» to vc? to’^rvrv fry^rev rstrs v?t? 

?r?Tw WTW I 

-3? 'iv^nfn, ijf vto?. 'if^rcf? ?ccrt ^r?m ?r*f?nj) TO?j»tf?r^i 4it nn 

tomroi? Ywtvcvs ^ v?r? i c^sfi imi rim'fffTc? ^fc?v ?»mrTcv »i*n» ?t*rr? I?rvi wtto 
to >H8 ?t?> vfoc?rcM to? r?i «nvt? invi wtf?** "t*Ti v?cs wvt? y r inff? 
f?bt?cv? f?br??r?i vr?n ^f-i 1 itootc? ???^f j rc? ^•^tvt^ «nf?c? \fw ^ fvetr?^* ?r#t- 
^w'r? ^tto ?to vwni frtom »nr? r?;?cv 1 

^»tc 5 ? c??i mrr? tri, |?ij? tjtm? >fr? c^V?, f&torcv? ntorvaev^ ^ w ?r»[to 
vc?c? 1 vT^is tfi^r-nFr? wtfira toe? ?m? res ’vm'm v?i c?t fstow Ptvt? 
rmrstci? < ittoT^ tlf^ v?c?, ■& tott v?c 3 vero c?t? ve?ft 1 

r?f^r *fc» nUfos & cej't'T? TTto?? ^ttv q ne?tv tfc?tF?t? fcii 

re? 4?; "W" ^nw 4V?^n M^rv 'tfuvr? rrnrfrv f??Ti ?•?!? 'itov-m »??: ?r?r?tfrv &:v«ri- 
1 < trro Htrt Sc^to re? ^v c*j^"t? qui ?R?r?T?c‘f? ^torur? *t? f???v? vc? c»rcff irfv 
sjfc ve? to® 1 

& *rfto ?rrr?i *n? to'? vote? fttor^ to-ym^fc?? ^jfs tj?t^t tol? vt?t? 
v?c?t?-- , ¥i^fc»i^? !f»to 5 ? f??rs ?i re? v??i ovh vfrrto to ?rto ^f»n> 

%to vi re? ^t?«rc? to ’[to v^?t fv?'? w 1 'V*<irz c?te? vcrt-ir ?fl- 
?«^tev ^iwto ve? 4 c^fvtjfr? to*:' r?Tir t^ H efvu ?w m?v vw t 

Hr. BMOY KRISHNA SARKAR : Mr. Spoftker, Sir, tTETV vtTJt? ton 

vtont? ?ev? S*f? c? m?fr? rarvro <3 vtorv rtv, trr? wr rrft cv r ?i?r?v ^vto n?tw ^vr? 
•rvnt^t to vn toOTivno 4 =n Jji^rmvtfjrtv cw? wriifv vr?'rc^?nfv?^ cron 
TOtvThrstvtvc-v *j:? vto? vvr ^vtrro vf ve?v 1 vs:'t? irn vr-ynf?v *nvr? r? 1 vrlt- 
tor^ ***& to?«rc? r^n v?) rfrirto 1 4 ?v fv to cvtvwtl 1 $ rtirto, 
v^ ?np-?? <s^to *** iSirto— w vtonit toro' ^toev *rt? «r^nr *frs«T mrvii 
«nvi v? vtorat to, vi v«, Ftvn, vfroi, vntiv^? tpjfe rrevs trj tonvra vc? 1 
flvt? tott? 4 ?v^ cvrv ^f 1 ?to r? vtt 1 uTtn s to i c ? ? cvm cf^j vc?? ?N cv?r 

S^rv ?csw toe? wme^cvi? svr? touTv cm^cn, ?5 vto "tf c?evt cv? stow ?mi 
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wn n lit r ms tor jtemr rama cm cm Tors jfrf rtrt; nr iff? crr? rtocwtr. 
wrs pr v/fts*?! Hem mnn mm ritr R^r ji? ®t/?r tnrr r?i TOtt <j/%R5r cm 
toti ft?*i ffi i cro fR r rr cr tor ^fro qSiin»j ftR, afftftMtR ^Irr fftfros ewi 
TO, wn «afpr» fro ^frrottw ctm ftps ewi to i fcn TOpj ftr ^ toi ^prmr cr 
rtro Ito Rffta* iCwr to tfTOff fora ttfora ftpH fonftpro i fo* ftrt’t ri fftfror 
▼n# ¥tfc<i#TTO to srTOn «nfirrj to* ri i in ^ RftRfros Rftnn? 8tft rcr Rft i ^fin 
<ft '"'™' »**' tor, sro torrs Drfortm toft to TO cm , toto Rfrsmw tottrm tf. 

RtfrafaRi rrtor Rtft'j TOto* i c^tfK « TOPm r*r *mtm rtIrri iro 
ffTO TOm ▼firattroi 56? TO* Public holiday declare RfroR orj fft ftjjr Cffftff <s 
c?R Tfi-’fl’T ff ^ STOtfa frot ^ r ffftaR fosTO rrri vfrRtftERR cr, Rfrotft rr RrfRtR 

ait oarftri crot cam crtcrr tor TOtr i toi 5t?i ^ Rfftawn airs rt;rr Rtfr* TOpio 
■ oai TO-ff-h rri Fiflfor fa ffi r wtm ™ rtrr =tfr *3 aaia % i tori 
fiRi ftps TOpl in TOW RfaRTCl tfPTO Rftpj TOR Rtt <5 in I CR RRT RRRRtR TO RR*ft 
fffrtr fan rtflfor fifaawR rrr tow fo TO tori to TO cr Rf*r» toipr favtcro 

TORI ifftr 89 RI TOfrotf TOR 9 afRRR RTRTRRfiRTftw | at TOT TORI CRtRl ftps J^gy 
Rfro? 

HTOTTOPR 7M 9 RRR-lfa RRR ftfof RTO'tRHft-fau TOR'pp? CR "ifav TOR Rftra 

tfforr tpm ’rf’TOTR i to r$ tTOtlsR totwctr tor rTsttor Rfftsff Srfro RTlrona tot 
pRRtMfcsii TOR mil m TO to rjctI ffproffstT to cr *toi erti rTtois r^rrT tr 
TO l ‘'Dawn” RfffRR-f men tfTO-fO ft: y^trol fiR f«R nm TORTrr control-room a 
ffPRI fsft fti 3TO TOR CTOTO RW fR-JR RR CStff RiftftftpTO, iII*TOPRR ftvrtRSH csll 
RftmfkTOf S9R1 RRR nsTOnta ftta fror. tto sRRi 'A\$tn to fR tot s 8atftTO 

CRtTO TO TOr ^(TOtWR TOR TOR fefR RfTR RtffR ftflftwR, sRR ^tfR fRstTR fR aatRR 
feRRlfftS TO Rtir Riff fR RSR CR RffffTR tfRIR-Rfl C5»l RftWa iJ-RRrfl fRRRR ,f, re <tor 
ft: RRR^> TR RffTO tfRtR-TO RR.--foft ^kTO RTOTO ^RtR CRSI I 3tfR RtfepiR CRttR aai- 
fTOCR RR1 inmt rpr T-f rTO rIXr fssi r 


TO Rfli RR1 RR1 rfCRIRR I S'TO'l^l RiftefRR ^klR ’JRIR R-^tR RRR TOR'r RftwR 
TOR ft*6Ri PsfR riCR-Rift fiPrt CRCR TOJTR TORtftpRR CR, 'S'R-FWtCTO $RR CRtR TOTTER R?CR 
R1 |{r» CRRl RIR 89NR TOlftRlRa RR CRR TO I TOR fR RftdR «RCR t|RM~CTOttff aj 
TOItERt RR--RRTTRT ff-RRCTO RfiTO ft-jft'.tCRi (RR RftRl RRTOTR RfRRR £5*1 TtRTTR | 

rWr Rffta^t rrrirrcrr tffra 'sritto r*crtr rrctoi RftRtcsR i ft; 

Rt;TO tPiftCR CR RRR-RlfTOl WRR RfttlllfR TO I TOt-TOTTCR 3 jftrR IJ) | nRRtft RTRRRS1R 4* 
Mrotn TOR 8r*CT, TOR RtR^fl RRRfl RTCfRPR RSTTRI RR 1 TS TRTRR ?1 9 CRRpgtfl RRTRRfT RTp( 
Rfefira RfiicR I TO R8 RftRl RTft No-confidcnce MotiontR tor'r to ft , 

Mr. TAFAUAL ALI: The second city of (he British Empire had 
been through a blood bath. The savagery committed during the Great 
Killing m Calcutta is certainly something which will be remembered by 
the historians of India when writing the history of the country. The 
atrocities committed by the Japs and Germans pale into insig nificance 
before the atrocities committed in this Grout Killing of Calcutta. I 
realise, Sir, it will serve no useful purpose in recapitulating the acts of 
brutality that have been committed on men, women and children 
including case* of rape on girls of immature age and women of 60 years 
of age. It will merely prolong the sores of the bodies and the minds of 
the aggrieved persons, and start a fresh conflagration throughout the 
whole province. I have heart with wrapt attention all the speeches 
that have been made on the floor of this House this afternoon but I 
have been pained to hear the speech made by an honourable member 
who merely gave a narration of the atrocities committed, according to 
him, by one particular community. I can als? narrate instances of 
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similar nature, I mean, atrocities committed by the other community. 
This wili merely embitter the feelings which are at a high tension m 
Calcutta, as well as throughout the Province. Sir, after hearing the 
speeches and observing certain facts, I am inclined to think that persona 
who are against this Ministry— the only League Ministry in the whole 
of British India, deliberately engineered this riot, in order to discredit 
the Ministry before the bar of the world opinion (cries of “hear, hear” 
from Government benches.) I thought, Sir, that after the frank and 
straightforward speech made by the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy in the 
Upper House, in reply to an adjournment motion, this motion of no- 
confidence would not be pressed in the Lower House, but my friends 
in the opposite have decided otherwise. 

Sir, one fact that strikes me is that on the 15th August, a meeting 
was held in the Deshapriya Park which was attended by eminent men of 
the other community including some honourable members of this House. 
Without disclosing the name of the particular member 1 am pained to 
read a portion from his speech in which he exhorted the Himfu youths 
of Bengal to rise against the Muslim League Ministry and set up a 
parallel Government and start a no-rent campaign, saying that if the 
majority were to rule, the jackals would rule over the lions. 

Sir, m\ honourable friends will realise that such a speech must have 
created a very bad setting for the Kith August. Another fact that 
strikes me most is the participation of a class of persons who are not 
Hindus — I mean my Sikh brethren, and I possess unimpeachable 
evidence to prove that the Sikhs attacked the Muslims — the peaceful 
processionists — in South (ulcutta along with Hindu goondas amf subse- 
quently took part also in killing Muslims. They are not Hindus, 
and I do not know why they took part in this communal strife. Why 
should tin* Sikhs fight unless there was a previous alliance between the 
.Sikhs and others, who wanL»d to create trouble on the Kith; there is no 
reason why people who were not Hindus should take part in a communal 
fight. But ] sav, Sir. that it was not a communal .fight at 

all. On the l<ith August, at 9 a.m. in the morning, there were simulta- 
neous attacks in various parts of the city. One such attack was made 
on a Muslim mass in a Hindu area of Central Calcutta where 

as many as 15 persons were killed and the report is that in that area my 
esteemed friend Mr. Dhirendra Nath l)atta also lives in a Boarding 

House, namely, the Ideal Home. I do not know if it is correct. Now. 

Sir, will it be proper to say that because some atrocities were committed 
near his building, my friend Mr. Dutta could have anything to do with 
those atrocities Y Similarly, the Ministers cannot have anything to do 
with any atrocities that might have been committed by Muslims. And 
as far as I am aware, those atrocities were committed late on the 17th, 
I8tli and 19th so far as killing was concerned. 

Sir, it has been said that Muslims in all places were aggressors. 
I do not know, Sir, how it is possible either for me or for any honourable 
member to say on the noor of the House that either the 
Muslims or the Hindus in all places were the aggressors. I do not pretend 
to make a statement of this nature because I consider it to 
be physically impossible to Touch for a statement of this nature. But, 
Sir, I was present in the maidan meeting of the 10th, where about a lakh 
of Muslims assembled and held a peaceful meeiing. I have personal 
knowledge of this fact that apart from motorists, even Hindu pedestrians 
and cyclists were passing by the side of this meeting, hut not a single 
Mussalman thought it fit to interfere with their freedom of movement. 
On the other hand Ore have been asked to btdieve that a handful of 
Muslims who were coming in a procession to the meeting, everywhere 
gave provocation. I would ask the honourable members of this House 
to draw their own conclusions on the facts of the case as to who gave the 
provocation. , 
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On the 10th evening I went to the Medical College Hospital with some 
injured persons after 6 p.m. and at .the junction of Wellington 
Street and Bow Bazar, the truck in which I was carrying the injured 
persons was stoned by the goondas. I would leave it to the House to 
assume what kind of goondas they were that they threw stones at 
the truck in spite of the Red Cross sign on it. At the Medical College 
Hospital I met Colonel Montgomery. I found out that there were as 
many as 45 deaths recorded by the Calcutta Medical College on the 16th 
and my information goes that out of 45, 35 were Muslims and 10 Hindus. 
If the Muslims were the aggressors— and the Calcutta Medical College 
is located at a place near about which there are localities inhabited 
predominantly by Muslims — I am sure the proportion of deaths would 
he different on the 16th in the Calcutta Medical College. These are and 
there are various other unerring circumstances. It is no use making 
observations or throwing ding on any individual or any particular party. 
Sir, there are facts and circumstances which will lead to the irresistible 
conclusion that there are some persons — some brains behind who wanted 
to create some trouble from Saturday. It may be that their intention 
was not to spread a conflagration of this nature, but once the flame was 
kindled it was probably beyond the power of the authors to control a 
conflagration, of this nature. 

Sir, I personally thought that today’s debate would centre round one 
question, namely, the inactivity of the police in Calcutta on the 16th 
and 17th and some days thereafter, it is true that the police did not 
show activity on the 16th and 17th. 1 rang up the Deputy Commissioner 

of Police, South, on the 17th, several times only to be told that the 

Deputy Commissioner was out. it has now transpired that on the 17th 

the Deputy Commissioner of the South district was taken to some place 
on n specific duty in spite of the fact that the 17th August, was the 

greatest day of man-killing in Calcutta. I do not know for what 

purpose the Deputy Commissioner of Police was taken away from his 
ordinary place of duty. But as far as 1 have been able to ascertain, 
he was taken practically for window dressing. There were two Deputy 
Commissioners of Police in the North District working during that period 
in respect of which the number of people slaughtered in the North 
District is simply appalling. I have heard horrible stories from Refugee 
('amps. It is not proper for me to give out those stories now 
as l In not want to rouse communal feelings again in the city of Calcutta. 
But, Sir, it, is surprising that particular places were besieged and held 
for 10 or 12 hours and the killing continued for 8, 10 or 12 hours in spite 
of which the police did not come to the rescue of the attacked 
places and persons. It appears to me, Sir, that it is necessary for the 
Chief Minister to start an enquiry against the Commissioner of Police, 
Calcutta, and I hope, Sir, His Excellency the Governor of the province 1 , 
knowing him as I do, will certainly not hesitate to join the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister in starting an enquiry against the Commissioner of 
Police, Calcutta, for his inactivity. 

Sir, after all that has been said and done, I realise that mere words 
will not improve the situation. Certain allegations have been made 
against the Muslims throughout the province and I have no time to 
reply to those allegations. I hope the Hon’ble Chief Minister will reply 
to some. I have personal knowledge of some places of which the fact# 
have been presented before the Assembly in a very distorted manner, 
particularly in Chamlpur where it was a peaceful procession and the 
processionists were attacked and brickbats were thrown at them when 
they w^ere dispersing after the procession, as a result of which the 
processionists retaliated. At Bancharampur also, which is a place within 
mv subdivision, originally it was not a communal trouble. There the 
whole trouble started over the issue of a Ration Card by a Hindu gentleman 
who waa a member of the local Food Committee. It wras not 
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an incident of a communal nature at all, in spite of which a reign of 
terror has been created by the Hindu officers in Bancharampur thana and 
► respectable Muslims who were actually innocent have been arrested for 
a trouble of this nature. Similarly, “Sir, is the train incident referred 
to by one of my honourable friends. Nobody knew that the culprits 
might be Muslims. Nobody thought that the culprits could not be non- 
Muslims. If perchance the culprits happen to be Muslims and they are 
punished by a court of law, the Muslims will have no grudge on that 
score, but 1 do not think it will he fuir to cite a particular incident of 
crime and give it a communal colouring unnecessarily. 


Sir, in conclusion 1 would place before the House, m.v humble views 
that we should all be sorry for the conduct of those persons, educated 
persons who during this Calcutta Killing had taken part either directlv 
or indirectly in man-slaughter, and 1 would further suggest that a wall 
of shame should be constructed iu some conspicuous part of Calcutta to 
commemorate the killing of a brother by a brother in the great Calcutta 
Killing. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, within the 
short-time at my disposal it is not possible to piaoe the entire incident, 
unhappy incident, that took place on those fateful days in the middle of 
August, Sir, nor do I think it necessary to place facts here, for 
this is tint the proper forum where we can decide matters after hearing 
facts. If l place facts I know that these facts cannot take the place of 
legal proof or legal evidence. I shall place facts in one way and my 
friends opposite will make counter-allegations and there will In* no end 
of it, but. Sir, I want to place a few facts for expressing the feelings of 
the Hindu public in this province. * 

Sir, my friend the lion'ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, was telling us 
that the Hindus by their speeches and conduct showed that they wanted 
to see that the Direct Action Day became a failure. Sir, thii 

sort of argument is a double-edged argument and cuts both ways. I 
can say that the Muslims who declared Kith to be the Direct Action Day 
wanted and wished to mm* it very successful. So any obstacle on their 
way for a successful termination of the observance of the Direct Action 
Day would be ver\ much resented by any and every Mussulman. 

Sir, the morning of Kith at about 7-1 o, one Muslim young man was 
admitted in the Medical College Hospital. 1 am told that he was 

pulling a rickshaw against the declaration not to work or to suspend all 

work by the Muslim League to observe the Direct Action Day, and he 
was hit by Muslim goondas and was brought by some Hindus and Sikhs. 
(A mi mhkh i kom Government iiENdiEs: Sikhs?) That is the report which 
I got from newspaper. There is record in the Medical College 

Hospital and you may enquire of the physician or surgeon, who might 
have been incharge at that time. It is the custom to enquire and to 
take a short statement from the injured person. He might have told 
something and if an enquiry is made it will be proved that lie was hit 
by a Muslim — un over-zealous Muslim who naturally wanted to see that 
tlie Direct Action Day was successful. So, Sir, the entry in the Medical 
College Hospital or Campbell Hospital earlier does not show or prove 
anything, nor any examination of facts is required to prove the utter 
failure of the Ministry and for the matter of that the Government of 
BengaT*to maintain peace and order. 

Sir, ever}* one here in this House, the Muslim Leaguer and the 
Congressiles have admitted not only this afternoon, but also yesterday 
in the Upper House that the police was inactive and the Hon'ble Mr. 
Suhrawardy, who is the Home Minister and Minister in charge of law 
and order had tried in his reply to shift the responsibility on the 
Commissioner of Police. Sir, I cannot think of a harder expression by 
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which the Ministry can be condemned. The Hbn’ble Mr. Suhrawardy 
staflds self-condemned by expressing his utter helplessness in telling us 
that he could not do anything, he could not pass orders on the Commis- 
sioner of Police. He said in these words : The responsibility of 
maintaining law and order in Calcutta is that of the Commissioner of 
Police and no Minister and no higher authority can interfere with it. 
Even if the Commissioner of Police will not perform his duties no 
Minister will interfere. Imagine the helpless condition of the Minister 
and the people whose saftey is entrusted on the Ministry. Even if the 
Commissioner of Police will sit tight, even if there will be unchecked 
wholesale murder, the Minister and the higher authorities will not 
interfere. Sir, if he knew that he has no power to command the 
Commissioner of Police, w*hy did he go only to court insult there in the 
Control Room? His presence in the Control Room would not ensure 
any safety to the people and citizens of Calcutta. 

Sir, I admit that Hindus and Muslims were brutal alike during those 
days, and 1 admit that there was no peace and tranquillity anywhere, 
either in hve-lanes or streets, hut what this Chief Minister and the 
Council of Ministers and the Government did. It cannot be said that 
they did not know anything about it beforehand. On the 14th, in this 
House my esteemed friend the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali told us that 
their motive was very good and they declared l(>th to be a holiday to 
avoid clash, conflict and disturbances. The resolution that was passed 
by the Muslim League in reply to the resolution of the Congress 
also admitted that with the object of avoiding clash, conflict and 
disturbances, Kith was declared a holiday. So it w T as knowm to us all 
that there was a likelihood of breach of peace on the lGth. 

Sir, my friend Mr. Ahul Hashim was telling us that the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhraw'ardy was at the height of his genius on the Kith. Sir, I 
do not know if lie paid any compliment by saying so. If the poor 
performance made by the llon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy on the Kith and 
following days was the height of his genius, 1 must say he is devoid of any 
genius at all. 

Sir, there are other incidents. On Rupabani Cinema House, there 
w*us an assault. This was an unprovoked attack at about 8 or 8-30 in 
.the morning when it was not the time for procession on the 16th. There 
were many other incidents, but I do not want to place them 
before the House, because I think that that is not necessary. The 
only point is whether there were disturbances, whether they were 
know'll to Government, whether the Ministers apprehended disturbances 
and whether the Ministers or for the matter of that Government or the 
Commissioner of Police did their best to avert those disturbances. If 
they knew it, they could have certainly averted those disturbances only 
if they would have placed pickets one day earlier, i.e on the 15th. 
My friend the Hon ’be Mr. Shamsuddin was reading out from papers 
certain matters which help us very much, because these^are matters 
which gave us clearly to understand that there would be a clash. If 
these matters w T ere before the Government and the Ministers, they 
should have been specially careful to make elaborate arrangements for 
Police %nd Military to avert those disasters. But* Sir, they have not 
done so. Our previous experience is that on the 8th August 1942, there 
was a resolution passed by the Congress Working Committee, said on 
the 9th all the top leader*, of the Congress were arrested and the Congress 
organisation was declared illegal. Processions and meetings were 
banned. Here, Sir, the League Party is in power in BengalTout what 
did they do f They by their action encouraged direct action. They are 
remaining in the Government to encourage direct action — not direct 
action, as my friend the Hon’ble Mr. Sb&msuddin bas told us against 
the Britishers agains^ whom he was pouring venom, but certainly 
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against the Hindus and the Congress. I cannot reconcile their policy 
that “they shall be in the Government and also declare and take recourse 
to direct action”. When Congress declared direct action, they at once 
went out of office. (The Hon’ble Mr. Shamscduin Aiimed: You do not 
know facts; direct action has not been declared. You will learn 
hereafter.) If only the observance of Din'd Action Day produced suoh 
a result, I do not know what will be the fate of Bengal if direct action is 
actually taken up and commenced. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD RAFIQUE: Sir, I find that here in this House 
unlike other places that I have been accustomed to we cau make all 
ports of statements — correct, half-correct and incorrect — with impunity. 
The question before us today is not as to how many Hindus were killed 
and how many Muslims were killed; tin* question before us today is 
how far Government is responsible for the occurrence of l(>th to 19th. 
In order to assess that we have got to go bark to the day when Direct 
Action resolution was passed in Bombay. From that day you will find 
that propaganda had been carried on by the Congress and Hindu press. 
Meetings have been held not once a month, or once in every 

three months, but practical)} every dux in all parts of the city of 
Calcutta exciting the Hindu youths that under no circumstances should 
they give in. Again when the meeting of the ltith was announced, two 
days before that, meetings, private and public, were held in all 
corners of Calcutta and the young men, educated young men, were 
given to understand that if" they once gave in, Pakistan would be 
established. In order to assess the cause of the riot beginning from 
the l(itb, you have to take these facts into consideration. Leaflets in 
lakhs and lakhs were distributed purporting to have come from the 

Muslims exciting the Muslims to assault Hindus. These leaflets, 1 can 
say without any fear of contradiction, were issued by the Hindu 
Press — non-Muslim pi ess. The Hindu young men were given to 
understand that 16th is a day which will decide whether l’ukiat&u 
would be established or not. We huve already seen examples of these 
leaflets which have been just produced before the House nv mv friend 
Mr. .Jalan as having been printed from 4<)/l, Itatu Sarker Lane — a 
locality where the Hindus predominate. (Laughter from the Congress 
Benches. I 1 have got a grievance against the Chief Minister, because 
he gave an assurance to us that there would be no trouble on the 16th, 
perhaps relying on the fact that whenever Congress says that they 

would attack, they remain non-violent and whenever they say that they 

would remain non-violent, they resort to violence. Perhaps he thought 
that these were mere threats and the Congress threats do not 
mean what are uttered in the Press and on the platform. Had we 
known that a well-planned scheme has been made to crush the Muslim* 
on the 16th, we would not have attended the meetings on the maidan 
in lakhs and lakhs leaving our children and womenfolk at home to the 
mercy of the Hindu goonrlas to be butchered. I have visited many 
localities on the 16th. I went to maindan at 8 o’clock and I was told 
that ivhile the processionists were passing through Ezra Street, 
brickbats were thrown upon them. Perhaps the perpetrators of this 
crime thought that if they threw brickbats on the young men who 
were going to attend the meeting, the meeting would not be successful, 
little realising that this conflagration might take such a huge form 
unknown in nistory. " The entire responsibility rests with the leaders 
of the Congress Party and the Hixtdu press which had been for the past 
few days (?oing on preaching and publishing horrible news exciting the 
Hindu society. I can just give you a personal experience. While I 
was passing through the Bow Bazar Street, I found a young man being 
dragged inside a lane. I asked some persons who appeared to be 
educated Hindu young men of bhadrolog class to let him go* telling 
them that I would *keep him all light. They did not pay any heed to 
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my request. On the other hand, they attempted to drag out my driver 
who happened to be a Muslim, and damaged my car with brickbats. 
It pained me to see that they were all educated young men and spoke 
nice English. They belonged to the University and big offices. I was 
surprised at their conduct. We were under the impression that the 
Calcutta riots were the work of the hooligans, but I found that these 
riots had been deliberately engineered and perfectly planned by the 
educated Hindu hhadralogs, in order to smash the Muslims so that they 
could never attend the meeting in thousands to make it a success. Sir, 
long before this meeting was held in the Maidan I was asked by some of 
my friends in the Calcutta Corporation as to what would happen on the 

16th, and said : fV (TO OPTO ! wtFfi irtSw” i 

It merely shows how prepared they were. Sir, my friend has said 
that the first man that was admitted into the Calcutta Medical College 
was a rickshaw puller. 1 can tell him that Muslim rickshaw pullers 
were slaughtered in fifties. In one place they were asked to come out 
with the assurance that their life would not be in danger and they 
would he removed to a safe place. They were taken out one by one 
and done to death. ((Vies of “shame, shame”, from the Govern- 
ment benches.) You cannot continue with this show. If we knew 
(hat there was going to be a riot and there were preparations made by 
the Hindus, we would not have declared the Kith August a public 
holiday and asked the Muslims to participate in the public meeting at 
the maidan leaving their womenfolk, children, hearth and home un- 
defended to fall an eas\ prey to t hi*> well-planned hooliganism of the 
other community. 

My friends have said that the Hindu localities were left unguarded. 
He is not correct in saying so. Some ot my friends also said that 
Hindus were slaughtered defenceless, which I repudiate. (Interruptions.) 
Take the case of Tiljala and Park Circus areas where Hindus 
in thousands were given protection. (Interruptions.) Hindu shops in 
Zaknriuh Street were not touched. The\ are all intact. Dr. Sen and 
Captain Gupta’s dispensaries were also left untouched in that area. 
Sir, you will he pained to hear — perhaps \ oil are already aware — that 
the Wellington Square mosque just in front of ])r. 11. C. Roy’s house 
lmd been desecrated. Mr. Jalan said that huge sums of money were 
taken h\ Muslims to rescue the Hindus. This may be true, but the 
lives of the Hindus who had to pay money were made safe by the Muslims 
who took the money. But l may tell him that money was extorted from 
the Muslims and they were asMued that the\ would be rescued to a place 
of safety; but the promise was not kept and the> were all murdered. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
we are meeting here to discuss this motion under the shadow of a great 
oalamity from which Calcutta has just suffered. Sir, after we have witness- 
ed the communal frenzy unleashed in Calcutta and what a havoc it did cause, 
I hope the members of this House will rise up to the sense of their respons- 
ibility us members ami as representatives of the people of Bengal and will 
face without passion the problem they are out to solve, namely, to find a 
way for the purpose of giving Bengal a peaceful and happv future. (A 
voice from the Trkascry Benches: "Physician heal thyself.) Sir, as a 
member of this House privileged to represent a joint constituency of both 
Hindus and Muslims 1 record my deepest sense of grief at the senseless 
carnage which has taken a toll of lives of thousands ot Hindus and Muslims 
alike. What are the causes underlying this carnage? Sir, I know that the 
Hindus and Muslims of Bengal want always to live together and in fact 
they have been living together for centuries. Sir, it is not. to the interest# 
of the Hindu# and Muslims of Bengal to exterminate each other, but alas, 
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Sir, there are forces from outside, there are the adventurers for the expan- 
sion of the Empire in this country who would not even condescend to speak 
the language of the Bengali Hindus and Muslims after years and years of 
their residence in this land who would rather have us divided. 

Then again, Sir, it is from England that the Constitution Act was 
promulgated and we are working and meeting here unfortunately under that 
constitution. They would rather have us divided so that they may mislead 
us into fratricide and thrive upon our division for their self-aggrandisement 
in world politics. Sir, that is a fact which we cannot overlook and to our 
utter shame they rear up successfully hv their mancruvring communal 
electorates and communal organisations and create communal leaders who 
become convenient and willing tools in the hands of the British and 
perpetuate British sponsored division amongst us. The sinister game costs 
us blood and tears. It costs them nothing. We lose all and they gain an 
Empire at our cost. The real enemy lurks behind his creatures and we 
wallow in the horror of brother stabbing hi other to the triumph and glory 
of the British Empire. While we spill blood, the Britishers smoke their 
leisurely pipe and perhaps chuckle to sec us so successfully befooled. They 
witness in India a stage, which lias been left centuries behind in England 
when the worst orgies took place between the Homan Catholics and the 
Protestants. Whereas we want unity, whereas the Congress as u party 
work for the good of all alike, the leaders of the Muslim League want, divi- 
sion and play the Brtish game. That is the tragedy. The Leaders of the 
Muslim League would also rather not condescend to speak the mother tongue 
of the Bengali Hindus and Muslims nor understand the sorrows .of unhappy 
Bengal. For they are only eager to score their bargains in the high 
politics of India at the cost of the blood ot Bengal. Sir, neither the Bengali 
Hindus nor the Muslims want to exterminate each other in n senseless game 
ot power politics. They want bread and freedom equally for all. Why* 
then this stupid killing of each other Y 

Sir, one of the methods employed was with a view' to terrorise Bengal 
and hold it as a blackmailing score for the puipose of extortion elsewhere. 
The so-called l)i icct Action Day as observed in our Province on the lGtk 
of August had resulted in the gruesome tragedy in the city of Calcutta. It 

is surprising (A vuick from thk Lovbknwknt ionchkk : It is u tragedy 

all over India.) It is not a tragedy all over India hut one in Bengal. 

It is surprising that it should not have occurred to the Chief Minister 

who is in charge of the Department of Law and Order and his Council of 
Ministers that they could not he the custodians of law and order and of the 
protection and peace ot the people of all communifies of this province as 
well as the protagonists of direct action at one and the same time. They 
should have obtained free hands for themselves fiom their Quaid-e-Asam 
Mohammed All Jinnah to keep Bengal outside the pale of their so-called 
direct action if for no other reason than this that their Ministry already 
hold the province for the Muslim League. No direct action was needed 
in Bengal unless it was for the purpose of a communal war of extermination 

against those who did not see eye to eye with the leaders of the Muslim 

League. They are guilty of incredible stupidih if they fail to see thin 
simple course of common sense and reason. 

In connection with the happenings of Calcutta it is the Bengal Ministry 
and neither the Hindu nor the Muslim community who were on the dock 
today; for it is this Ministry which by the height of their stupidity and 
incompetence, if not hv their nefarious complicity, have been responsible 
for the slaughter of hotii the Hindus and Muslims. It is futile now splitting 
the hair and quarrelling on their failure to give protection to the Hindus. 
If they failed to give protection to the Hindus, they equally failed to give 
protection to the Muslims and there is no recompense to the bereaved 
families of either community. It is futile now splitting the Hair and 
quarrelling as"* to who killed how many. If you are stupid enough to rouse 
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the Frankenstein of communal passions, the consequences beyond your 

control are inevitably bound to follow (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 

Suhrawardy: Hear, hear!) I am glad to find the Chief Minister agreeing 
at least on this point. 

Sir, the politics of the Muslim League leaders is based not on love and 
brotherliness of the human being, for such noble and humane sentiments 
are not allowed to find a place in their outlook. They keep on fanning the 
lowest communal passions as egged on to do by the cunning ingenuity of 
their British masters under whose patronage they flourished. Their unceas- 
ing appeal is to the selfishness and greed, to the basest communal passions 
and separatism. That is not playing with politics. It is playing with the 
blood and lives of others. 

Within the limits of my time, Sir, I do not wish to go into details. 
Mr. Suhrawardy surely is not a child not to be able to realise that the 
minds of vast sections of the people were panic-stricken regarding the 
direct action in Bengal and quite naturally so. Direct action by the party 
in power is an unheard-of tning anywhere in the world. Against -jwhom 
could such direct action be? Mr. Suhrawardy roused his Frankenstein but 
could not control it. That was precisely what happened in Calcutta. 
Mr. Suhrawardy 'k conduct and failure to keep his assurance about the peace- 
ful observance of the Direct Action Day might be briefly contrasted with 
the conduct and actions of his fellow League Ministry of Sind. 
Mr. Suhrawardy and the Bengal Ministry have not shown that sense of 
responsibility evinced by their colleagues in Sind on the same occasion. 
They did not profit by this plain fact but took the responsibility for what 
has happened in Bengal in contradistinction to Sind. Or, are they in search 
of a scupegoat for setting up a defence case before the Commission appoint- 
ed by themselves? If what Mr. Suhrawardy mnv says in support of his 
plea of “not guilty” is to he taken as true, that plea would be tantamount 
to placing Governor Burrows and the Commissioner of Police on the Jock. 
Incidentally, the conduct of all these officers deserve scrutiny. It would 
be useful to contrast the part played by these officers in contradistinction 

to the part played by the Chief Secretary of Sind (At this stage the 

red light was on.) Muy I, wdtii your permission, Sir, finish my sentence 
with saying that it is today an undeniable fact that the present Ministry 
does not enjoy the confidence of vast sections of the people of Bengal. If, 
Sir, the existence of the present Ministry in office means the continuance 
of panic, it is their duty to quit and help in the installation of a Ministry 
winch would enjoy the confidence of all sections of the people of the province 
of Bengal, if peace is really their objective in view. 

With these w r ords I commend these two motions to the acceptance of 
the House. 

May I, Mr. Deputy Speaker, offer a word of correction with reference 
to the speech you nave delivered on the floor of the House P 

Ml\ DEPUTY SPEAKER: I could have allowed you if you bad time, 
but now your time is up and you have also finished your speech. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHUR1: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

1 rtwrrw tptrv fanr wm rtfcn* 

•rtwni ft: wtn 

•ftfkm fttvrc *fv? w c*mi i ct* firc 4$ n ftvc v i wm 

nw ctrr iwi i n? ftfe^f rem to 

erttt Yfnwft y ufe i re 4 * — w Hfti fan wr 

erm nfrrt? m *tti mrt *nfn 

m*cn ftwHnwi gw wi wtm * wnn 
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wtt¥ :><& wttotw totfi ct 3ro tofww $tr$ Sbbtfr® tofiw to wiO i ?<*t wtto torn 
fa^.yrtott, wtdfwtfN-wwtfw* wwwcw wiswtwr Stofww, wt* f$w saw ton f*t tow toi TO* 
to fsrw-wttoTrn to i ct to c*tt fattc? fttttt Iff i 

4$ ct trrtrc cwtw, bifatt cwawi to? ft: cwtctt tftt wtii- 

■3^3 to— ^ Cttot to, Ctt 'tmt 4 * TC'T? SRT «rtfl I TO WtTO fto tttWttW 

3 ?n tot ? — 'fopwr ft csjT— fto Stwilto tr sito cr$tt 3 ftwtw 1 wttt c w * to ct to 
OT tot? to trot tf*w wto ttft turn tw® tofat tfH wctft 1 tow vtr ftt* 

3fmi % tl Ctlttt, «TM itfft tltto 4Wttt sr-73133 fate ftt«3 tfltt to to fttTOj 

Wt 3 t?t TO 31 WTO ftftt I 

4 wfri wti wmi st^wrtoitt ^tt tift? 1 to firw.wttoicto to s'ct twi TO~-w;r*jtto 
*tw cto twi to--t?T 3 TOt torn w;n tots 1 tot* a iftv nrw* toi «nrtf 1 fwi 
jrtc *3 to tfawfrt oto ttftw 1 to c^titt wfawi w:c?jtt 3 to to ftfwti yiftt * 1 tto 
fito Ww® tpstwti sms? 1 wttiftto ^513 cfcttoirttt tpnttt to to^t 1 wt® fw y ft t 
to tons Tcgt cwsitto jew cfcfrttirt tow 33wtfr* **t? wto ctoto wtct't ftwrortn 

tor 1 to 4t ct w?n to twto tt-to* to to ti w fact wmtto tfctiwt ftt aelf-oriti- 
cirttn 31 WlfttttWfctl W*!t I WltTtto tltftWSl totfa %B Cto Cto CtlM WWW TO! fait 
to fatiflrot ttrtto to to cto tors wtttn 3 fa 1 a* ct to to cti~~4tw to ttr® 
Wtfir 3t#t tt I 4 tW 31 3tl 310 tl ; <\r-Jf civil wart 31 CW33 WC3 3f3 r Ctlvn37t3 ton? Urtmt 
Calcutta Killing. '51 cto& 3fir ^31^ w3i to 4jt to wf^fr® WfC^ TWI 

toTO ctot c^3 3t;3i wft cto -4t rsTtto 0 Tito ti feo*-- v tfm ftol fwwn 

Tf •to 1 

*«t 33 rs Wt 31, *n»rttC33 TK1 T«TC r i Bft 31, tS-H 31 fWTC33 (to 3f3 
mi Cto to , to3 W3t() «T3 t.b bit 31 | 3RJI ^133 3l!'il C3T-T3 wf33t^3 W31 l C3 3T* V W1 
CtJT33 to Cto 3TT5, C3 3T*»mr Jtt&-i3T 3 bf^m WC^3fto3, C3 3tto 3t3Ptt«R H 3ft«Rl3 fVj- 

ctpt tfbH (Ttonn £i 3 T 3 to tow cnt 31*313 (tonm ?n <^5 3 tt fi'wm rsn 3 nrns f 
STt-flCto rill I 5 t 3 ^' Till W 31 333 olf 3 *533 to !T 3 nfilt a?rto 31 C 3 XV C 3 M’f W ^«3 
tot? 3 T 31 Cto to 3 f? C 3 ti:^, C 3 C'flTCT 3 'to I toT‘H f? 31 I toT 3 3 C 3 3 tC 3 3 tC 3 to 
wt^c?— tow trd^ 3 tii 3 cnto^i Tto 3131 ^T 3 i cto xfnto cto r f 33 h^ tmt tow 
wfoft %c «n toi fro rjfetro *ji 3 tot? 3 t 3 i cwm r ®it^ w^f 3 r toliiH TOttto %i 
3131 3 to C 3 t* 5 fV 3 31 * C 3 to *^ 3 , i 1 C*T 3 ? 7 T 1 to— il 31 T 31 T Wl^'tt^l, 'Q Cto 3 TWTC 33 

?T®r*f 1 C <53 3 T 3 to 3 Ofl CT 3 t 3 ? 4 ? C 3 *> 3 Ttf< 3 UW 1 0^13 CTOTtW Wt ^33 tot?, to! toll 
CT 313 WWf«TO, 315 33 , to 31 to CW 33 CWtt 3 4 t 3 l 3 f 3 TTl ( 3 tW 3 t^J C 31 tW Slt 3 W 31 313 , 
to <51 31 CWtt 3 tof? ? 33 l<j 3 pft 3 tt 9 t 33 3 lt^ bt'IM 3 f 3 , ^f»Tt 13 3 tC^ I 

to Wlto wif? 31 1 fwi w’toH 3 nrt 33 ww ww c?rtw 3 f? r®H 3 am cur® fw 
tff%to to® to ^fwi r to3 fw tf^iw 3iftr5 ta C3 TOtwto tot? m 33 

WTO * 11 TO 3 T ^13 ffto 3 to tof ?3 tol f 3 W CTO I C 3 T 3 lt 3 ttb? ?T 3 l 037 ^ 3 Ttto 3 fTOl 

cto '<3 cystw tofrr wtofaw wWbiTln wtw wtn 3 tt 1 ejto fnf^wim 31 ^f%i 3 fft 3 * 
tot ton wt 3 t ?--4 37 tto to re? wurttfo cwn fwj 33 1 *im tito tftftrs rwi to 

4 t (^<>3 3 t 31 3 ttt? 3 W 3 T 3 1 WTO Hl 3 t^to 3 t 3 ^ 4 Wtl TftWT* W 3 C 33 31 I WWWtto WlfB^, 

w’ys^gf TO3i totrs tot ft 3tw w^rrs^ tocww wtr^ #rwi cwiw btto? ^itfi fwwmr wfl 
C3tt3 « tt-fto w c twt w i s watwrtn to witirn town totr® ctotft fw r tocti 

ftwcw No Confidence— 3 tfto ^ttto ftwci No Confidenoe— 4 ti No Confidence to, 4*1 
f^ft 3 fgiWT 3 tTO W 1 CI 3 W3T3 WtttoR, 4 to? feltt 3 njlWT 3 ltto ^ Wtto tfto I Wtft WHl wfl 

WWf %pi ww tonw i w nr r® tot i tmn ctoi iwritw ntn wnro ftf® toi i tom 
to wftofirw ffwr w»fwfl froi to fwt fWi to, wtw ww; to uf% fffiw wro— 4 cm 
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wn ¥fi wfi f iff iftii wwstrf toi wsi rcscf fcwff? fatn ffi ffftf fftff ftw 

f afm ftm *f prrfro vnrr* i ft*n ft ffftf ffi fVi c*S fi i 

>$ CVTC’R fffT<JfT 1 Arf ftft ffftf fTT^ ftftTff CfTfff CW I 4t 

gruera i ftfii Kfff fTf cfwnr? 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HAB1BULLAH CHOWDHURI: One minute please. 
4% ff*r *rfff<fa *n ff otc* ’ttfVvT* ftwvp? n *rnre w fi, >nrs ftt*n cvt csfimp? 
rrf 4ft ftcif ?rf frrrm fi *ftfanrp? to ; ftcff rrc w * $ ^fa*rvR i ^ 'S 

®tf vTft 5f siwfffa otto i 'SfK^ ffs? ftfcf ^FTffcror tou 

r^TTfl wro ft fat frft i 4*fa?TO, ?fro? to, TOfror plan cwwr 4* fort* vf 
rcfOF i ffmf cfrftffff fJHff oat cf wmi ivrr ’ttfafa i f ;c?pn *tro crostros wtw 
iffgtwTfrcff sttff ♦ifa'te totcsr i 

Mr. G. C. D. WILK8: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the Anglo- 
Indian Group, I rise to strongly condemn the complete breakdown of 
Government machinery for the maintenance of law and order during the 
ill-fated days of last month. No individual, no community, no political 
party, in fact, no Government, can view with equanimity this failure to 
maintain law and order. The breakdown was evident to the man in the 
street. The police failed to maintain law and order. The military were 
called out too late. Arson, looting and murder held sway in the city for 
48 hours. It was apparent to all and sundry that the situation was out of 
control by midday on Friday and, speaking for my Group, I would like the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister to tell us why the military were not called out on 
Friday. 

The Hon’ble Chief Minister, when replying to a debate in the Upper 
House on the 15th August, stated that his action in declaring a public holiday 
on the Kith August was motivated by the desire to prevent disorder. 
Therefore, he must have foreseen the possibilities of disorder and, under 
these circumstances, will he explain what special police precautions were 
taken and if the military were asked to stand by in case of need? 

On the other hand, we have been amazed at the attacks from the Oppo- 
sition Benches on the failure of the police to take action on this occasion 
and, in particular, their criticism of the police iu not making use of fire- 
arms. In contrast, their public attacks against the self-same guardians 
of law and order for their attempts to prevent breaches of the Law in 
November lust year can hardly be reconciled. This perhaps q>ay be an 
explanation of the police inaction on this occasion. In other words, Sir, 
“you cannot eat your cake and have it.” The police are in an invidious 
position and it is essential that at all times we must have an impartial force 
so that the public support may be behind them. Here I would like to tell 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of this portfolio that the manners and 
dealings of this force towards the general public are not beyond question, 
and I would point out that these men should he the servants of the general 
public and not the masters. In any case, it baa been proved without doubt 
that the existing police force is inadequate for a city of the sixe of Calcutta 
and it must he augmented immediately. 


From the speeches made before the House so far, I regret to remark 
that all speakers seem to have overlooked one major point and that is, what 
will be the fate of this province in the event of the present Ministry falling? 
I would like the honourable members on the Government benches to realise 


that they have done their utmost to shield their Ministry, but in so doing 
they have helped to fan thd flames of communal feelings whereas the casti- 
gation of the Hon’ble Chief Minister in no unoertain terms by the Opposition 
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Sir, I do not stand here to make excuses for one side or the other. I 
represent a very small minority group of this House and I would like to 
point out the fate of this province if this Ministry should fall. The leaders 
of the two major communities of this Province should hesitate before worse 
happens. The seed of conimunalism has been sown on fertile soil and has 
borne ripe fruit. Riot and arson will be the order of the day, life and 
property will no longer he safe and the fair name ot this province will ever 
remain besmirched for ever in history. Are we all to permit thi»P 

An alternative to this Ministry is the enforcement of section 93 Govern- 
ment. This enforcement would be disastrous to the province. 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit and was allowed two 
minutes.) 

AVe have just emerged from an Administiation of this type and its ills 
have hardly left the province. Our country is on tin* eve of independence 
and we, therefore, must strive at all costs to uphold a parliamentary form 
of Government. Reversion to section 93 therefore would put the clock 
back a hundred years. 

We are gathered here today as the elected representatives of the people 
of Bengal. We all desire that peace and prosperity should be the lot of our 
people. Therefore, it is our bounden duty to study the present position in 
a spirit of conciliation and not recrimination. In the next few weeks a 
commission of eminent Judges will sit to enquire into the recent happenings 
and, therefore, it is not up to us at this stage to point the finger of accusa- 
tion at any individual or party, it would he difficult, in uny case to fix 
responsibility on any individual during the continuance of the administra- 
tion under the 193;') Act which divides responsibility for the maintenance 
of law and order. This position is unsatisfactory but it is inevitable until 
the new Constitution has been framed. A change of heart rather than a 
change of leadership is required to save Bengal from anarchy. Therefore 
1 call upon the present Ministry and all honourable members of the House 
to save what good will there is left and to go all out to form a coalition — a 
Coalition Ministry of all parties including the minorities so that good 
Government may prevail. Inefficiency and graft must be struck out with 
a firm hand, but this hand must not be communal. To prosper, Bengal 
requires a Government ot the people, by the people and for the people, hut 
to be successful any chunge in Ministry must be through negotiation and 
not through defeat. It is a great thing. 1 ask of the members that with 
India standing on the threshold of the House of Freedom and the doors 
wide open to receive her surely each and all of us of her sons must make 
this sacrifice, so that Freedom may be ours. (Applause.) 

Mr. JYOTi BAm: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I feel I must participate * 
in tins debaRT as a representative of a working class constituency composed 
of both Hindus and Muslims and let us pay a tribute to the working class of 
Calcutta and its suburbs for keeping comparatively aloof from the carnage 
that has disgraced our city and blackened most horribly our political 
life. 

I shall not attempt to depict the savagery cowardice and inhumanity's 
to which thousands of people descended, but I would ask all member* of 
this House and my countrymen outside in all seriousness not to forget for 
a moment that whatever we say or do must he with a view to salvage, at 
once and with all the good will, political insight and the spirit and strength 
of our people, their doubtless determination to fight imperialist trickery 
and win the freedom for which both Hindus and Muslims hunger and thirst 
and ache in every limb. In Bengal for life and liberty the only way out 
is a coalition ministry with our backs turned on the ^Europeans with a 
progressive programme. The method of achieving it is not through votes 
but by sitting round a table. Let us put first things first, and before we 
pillory the Ministry — which kfcs an enormous amount of acts of omission 
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and commission to account for-let us see the prime mover in the dastardlv 
flame against us, let us with all our indignation realise that it is ilritisn 
Imperialism our enemy No. 1 which keeps us down, keeps us divided and 
xnaudens our people and now proudly maintains in Calcutta a miserable 
desert peace that might break any moment . 


Every time previously we have had a communal riot we have rightly 
condemned Imperialism as its main instigator and seen in our people only 
hopeless, pathetic pawns in imperialist hands. There is no reason to think 
differently now. I accuse with all the patriotic force I can* command the 
main criminals who sit complacently whether in Whitehall or New Delhi 
or Calcutta's Government House and pull strings and make our leading 
political parties walk into their trap. What a neat game the Cabinet 
Ministers played for the last six months, mouthing honeyed phrases luring 
the Congress once and League another time. Tney announced proposals 
which are capable of varied interpretations. Finally they instead 
of leaving our country with their army gives an award which gives 
neither freedom, nor democracy nor . self-determination but is calculated 
to perpetuate our conflict and poision the minds of one section of 
our people against another and which finally led to the cataclysm that 
happened in Calcutta. Coupled with all this I ask, Sir, what were the 
secret plans discussed at the Governors’ conference presided over by the 
Viceroy after which the Sind Governor disallowed the declaration of holiday 
on the 16th August and the Bengal Governor did the contrary in Calcutta 
the seat of British business. How was it that Government had literally 
abdicated in Calcutta for two days and who saw to it that the police 
abstained from their ordinary duty and helped in loot and arson? We have 
known how the police break up strikes. We have seen how they acted on 
Rashid Ali Day to disperse our revolutionary youth; that is how they act 
in suppressing people’s upsurge. We have experience how in 1942 tin* 
police let loose tneir terroristic rule without reference to the Ministry. But 
ibis was an occasion when the people fell apart and they realised their rule 
would be strengthened. Hence it will not avail these autocrats to take 
shelter behind constitutional procedure. Would they have done the same 
thing if Englishmen were waylaid or their property looted or military 
trucks burnt? This is what is palpable and meets the eye, but oue can 
only guess the diabolic method of the C. T. I). in working up the riot 
because presumably they knew of the preparations that were afoot. There- 
fore 1 assert, Mr. Deputy Speaker, this malevolent neutrality of the 
Governor and the Police Commissioner was deliberately planned. 


Mr. Suhrawardy and his Ministers are attempting to say that their 
business is only to give orders and it is the Police Commissioner’s to carry 
it out. But Mr. Suhrawardy knows, saw it with his own eyes, felt it on 
the wind screen of his car on the noon of the 16th August that the crowds 
were getting out of control. It was his business to see that the Police 
Commissioner under him carry out his duty. But there is nothing to show 
the Prime Minister acting in a determined way. Is he thinking of suspend- 
ing the Police Commissioner or other Deputy Commissioners who failed 
to do their duty? He lacks courage because he knows* his own failure and 
the miserable failure of his Government. But the Muslim League Ministry 
is not separate from the Muslim League Party and the latter must bear 
responsibility for its acts of omission and commission. In spite of every- 
thing I maintain that imperialist policy could never have landed us in this 
catastrophe hut for the pgrt played by the League and the Congress in 
falling victims to the evil conspiracy. 

Thus I shall cite in brief the responsibility of the League first: — 

(1) The “Asad” on 15th August editorially explained the significance of 
the 16th August as the day when the battle for Paxiethan begins. 
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(2) The All-India League Council characterised both the British and 
Staigress as enemies. 

: (3) Maulana Akram Khan and Mr. Osman reminded the Muslims that 
in the sacred month of Ramzan jehad against the kafirs had been under- 
aken. 

(4) The kinght-errant Mr, Nazimuddin repeatedly emphasised that 
Muslims were not pledged to non-violence. 

(5) The brave Mr, Suhrawardy declared he would declare Bengal in* 
lependent and defy the authority of the centre if the British Government 
nade a unilateral settlement with the Congress. 

(ft) The All-India league Council's Direct Action was meant to force 
lie Congress to accept the Cabinet Mission’s statement of May 16th which 
▼ives freedom to none and also to accept compulsory grouping without tho 
rote of the people. 

(At this stage the memlier reached his time-limit.) 

Sir, may I have a few more minutes? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I don’t think 1 shall he justified in giving 
,ou more time. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Sir, Mr. Speaker told me that he would allow me JO 
ninutes. Would you kindly give me two minutes more? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, one minute. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: I want two minutes more. 

Is it to be wondered, Sir, that a section of the Muslims took their leaders 
eiiously and made practical preparations for the Direct Action and were 
ed to a fratricidal strife by which the British forged fresh chains for us 
md only British life and property became safe and Hindus and Muslims 
looked at one another with tear and distrust. On the other hand the 
Congress instead of organising an all-out offensive against British Imperia- 
lism has accepted the British plan knowing that the British army is not 
leaving, the princes will have a dominant voice and that ultimate power 
remains with the British. Thus the Congress face the opposition of the 
Muslim League within the British scheme and has to prepare politically and 
psychologically against it. That is why the Muslim league Direct Action 
is taken as a threat to the Congress and a successful hartal is looked upon 
with disfavour. So passions are roused in Dcsapriya Park against the day 
an the 15th August. 

Even now with all our experience, we say that British troops cannot 
give us peace; curfew order, section 144 and suppression of civil liberties 
will not bring back brotherly trust and fellow feeling. Appeals to the 
Viceroy to get rid of this Ministry will not help and neither will the attempt 
to overthrow it solve our problems. Because ‘'what next” the people will 
ask. It is of no use the league making excuses that without coalition at 
the Centre no coalition in Bengal is possible. It must realise what 
straits our people have been reduced to under a one-party Ministry. 
It is only in a spirit of patriotism that the political parties can Wether 
save Bengal by working for a Coalition Ministry, a Ministry which will 
break with the Europeans And follow as I have stated a programme of pro- 

? rressive legislation, living wages, protection of unions, abolition of land- 
ordism, fair minimum price of jute, adequate food and cloth for all, com* 
plete civil liberties fifnd release of remaining political prisoners. 

9 / 
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We shall 0»«(o.e «« *» »J «J S.'S^fS'.taSSiSS 

resolution of no-confidence. l 11 * V* Hindus and Muslims— to mobilise 

l on to^peace and freedom. It is time for the™ to say, 

Twin shall we raise our hands against our brothers; never never M«n »haU 
Klerate those who speak in terms of Hindus and Mushms and make us 

fight”. 


Adjournment. 


The House was then adjourned at 5-25 p.m. till . 2-15 p.m. 
20th September, 1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


on Friday, the 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 

T he Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
20 th September, 1946 , at 2-20 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Nuujl Amin), in the Chair, 8 Hou‘blo 
Ministers and 236 Members. 

Motions of No^onAtfenoe. 

[The debate on the motions of no-confidence against the Council of 
Ministers and against the Chief Minister was resumed.) 

Miss BIN A DA8: mfiw TOro, mm fam vun ymr* w'*t 

mm to mfx 4 tfgnrfe i 4 * tfr wr to rore i > 6 * ro& cto Vtsfot 
touto x\ scfc fatwcs, m 4 TO vfa<*jtnr, fro* crotres R»jPt to m m 4 *ft xn skn 
cm m 4TOhs to v*re *ufafa--rotH fr* 4fc«tcH rom faro, Atmx 4t TO- 
Jtfgcs 4xfa to im ron cm*ch rorc»H faron 4H; roftvcv roi fare 
to i TOt roi cto row ’rami rorre cto toyi tpittTO roro sffao*tcf romtfre to* 
ro' csti vtrre to i rom ctoh r «m~ ro’cn 4 H cto mro tov Y$i:ct*3 wx grotc* 
wz cm itvifo fro fatcrc* i roro ro3 fafag,— rore nj et 

wrosi wro tosw 1% fat— frf froro, mretiTt fabrics 3} at vwrro toh£ rorei 
<at fam cm M*t cm ckn mfant fro roro tffoftfw* rorcmt mx cx Sro 

fPR sro Ttre h* to fare i fas si vm Stirs fgn, n *’*t hi i cto cro st;*n oro nst 
TOH yu t 4 «TO tffotl'S Popular Government's 05 TOH >ttTO cto TOHTO PtTO row fwtTO 
crocs ’frcfan to mft fatten. cgtm f*fro cto cv*n mo, n*fro to dw m, resfa rots 
ext <re<n f kv$ vttn to mm «ri mm tffofafa *xt to roj «<tc¥ i firs At 
to *tfafafsre 4*fa rotcro hi yva **ron jrt Tifc* ch faro ncro ra i 

sf 5 *t to ron i ^tre roww vtoi 3 Tc*h ros, roi rots 4 TO 'titkro i enns 
TOchh cmchh row zrren hto fibres roc^ chch rec^. ch 41 c«nr /t%cs cm vcm itltcv 

^TO1 STOl TO cvet CV3T1 TOCS, (TO TO roSTCSS CVfH rofTTtlHH ^«- 

TO TO 3 TO1 TO TOCS, HtCHH SstTO CTO 3 Wl TO ^Hfa **1 VV X\t, tffafafa 

to rot faf sfa Ht3 *ttfa m; At vttn xm hht Tto ror? mV) chch fan to nt xti 

SO^tS faVTS, HJ^CTO IHHT'streH HV1 TOl TOfa, TO HI HH-Htffa *pf •ftCfS TOM TOl rCTOR I 

4 TO 4 Vk TO vtft TO TOre STt I 4 t ^foCTO TO TO Vtfa Tffa, TO CTO TOS 
si >rmnra tft^fafa firro vnfa mi sttfa ch awwx v^etpt vft cx *tfam row vtcv fg 
TO S^npi ] Stress 57H faftttSH faCTO CIStCH CHCHfa TOft TOTVH H#tS0^tCV tf*J TOfa CTO 
4 Uefat WTO TOTtH, WTO faltlt HTJTO TO 5 * TO 5 TT 1 TOTS faCTO T OSH 4 ^ 

w» cTO' SVfwr, ^fa-t fafarkft ctrz totoui esro rot m ^- 4 vk fafeWt ^gre wi 

TOTO51 ^fan faffakftre Ofre TO— TORI Wl Htcs CTO, <7T* TOVTTO *1 *fU ♦t’tSf fag TO OOtf 
ftws gron, TO5 CTOT3 CTO 3 HTO ^faclH tffotTO CW CM’f HI I CTO tjTO S<\ S^i to 
rot rortci rot to 3 « cSfroro to rom cto, 4 to fa to cTO 3 stes wrev 

rom st3n to 3 cvw« cro« romt mom rorfa r ^fro* to ^toto roi rotem xtn 
fro m, 4 k facsj to 1 vnr*t <to xwzx wtcro cx f as ▼’fro — fares to yn •['fro, to roro 
cto fatcicv ifacif rotn* crotn cocv cvro, st^ro cro cwg, ro#»S «frfgrs rtgcg—crote 
si $cfct scst facro cror f*c*t 4 ros to etro % crocv ^10 srtrcvt to sg srstv 
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4 #fto TO n W# m 4w8e armed car art 1 #l?f# i TOI# WKl'rf TOT aroR 

grurofc, Iffi u<# 4RmiTO fe*R 4m wrft wrf% 4TOm$ 4 TO# c#$ f#f# 4# tffuro 
wws nrc##i 4 TO6 TO tP 7 4m *R m* cTO, ^fad* ^TOmdflcmR'S explanation^ 
vwmm crn^m ^j#r##ft tfuitw# c#f# mr##f# i rnTRo^Ttcm m*# # 4#tu f#c# cm$ cm$ tjt>H 

yry xffi f — R jpffl *[f#*R# fmcmft# mijnw tf#R #Jf# ¥#* #1 C-tHfCi^ R #44 #JMf# 5't’S tHC#d I 
fyng cyiftx# TOtR# ^f-~ -R m#1 #f# ’TTT 5f#, UR t[TO #^ Cm# U^WTO R m#l tP^ mt# 
firRR #1 ? *Jf# TO## 4#M* #f#l mx#, Cm# UtR# n#£TU m#T# #R*T#^ fuf# 4*i«R #1 ? TO R 3 
yff f%f5y ?n cm TOm#, €t# -rtVrs #i mint# TOm— to’r fm u# <3* 4mf mu mr##* #t#fc 

#i "it# W'l m#t# ? toto 4, ^f#t# mft’ to# f#f# nf#frr$ — ^f%i frnsm# ut# ^t# tou 
< 4tmc#, m#E erifUK4# ### ^fntn# $n# cms mu# ut# TOc# #i, 4m* wutiu 
« rwn?R 4 w#vt# tffoflu #tmt# nn#r# 3t# TO# #i nbttn s toi toto TO# TOn i Provincial 
Autonomy# limitations TO#i «rtfm f mm ur# tf#m cnt#f|i fmu #$#T# tf#R #tf* 
#5R# #f# TOtR# f#*JR m#C5 #RR C# R$ 5## #RTttn# TO ^f%"f m^nw 3t# m#] CTO#f# 

#tnfc fuf# n'ts fa# m c#$ 3 ^ 1 # utomflRi rnttu cm 3 csfci — fa^vtu csfcrs #rt$ mem* P* f 
utmR 3npf ^*R*n mtRi, ’Rtf m’m# TOt mrem, $$ <rirf , *r 5 u: Provincial Autonomy# 
4 t fR *tf*n?R cm frf# ^f 5 R, #lh fcfa CTO fm* i #fv r— cmwr?f«r f m art ^ R mrv# 
meufc mmn ###, 7 trr mtmirt tffufafaR 4m* m ms rnfro «*Rr$ cv# m i fmi 
tf#R xlt# TO? ^Isrct# (men 4 mre^r#— ^t# cm tor r rrr ms mfutro 
msi mr w#r# i tot* 4# nr# BRm'rttr## 4#^fta fnro to* n# cm* to*, r 
5X15*5 t[#R tw\ mt r fm* to* *[fam #rtor #4 cw mnmfmj m totoi tor 
i»Qre«ni mu $Rr fve#%m* 4#^ 4# ncr<s tf#R #fR nr# i>m tftulR **tm me# to# r? 
mfm#**^# n’r^f fve## n# rri #hi i m#fr 4 m frro* tf#R #fr# #i vfRo^r# mre^ 

#i*#T# #1 mft m##t# to TOev# c#t i n## #*efa #e# ^r#i toftui# 4 TO f#n*j, 4 TO -t#tou 
mRtfr# TOme# m cm*f# t ^ran mm 3 totr* 4 ? mfuernnem TOTOrt rr tfm r#eu nr#em* i 
TO*# ’$# 4 ^ #ot# mn# nrm# nmem* 4 TO# mtmem# 4 ^ ^c#fcn fwssRi tot® t#*?i v# — 4 U #u 
TOr## n #3 4 ^ #IR 9 ^rm mtem* #t#ru fmen# mrn 3r#i ? m;etfe## to, fro# to #tw- 
Rfum #fnr mTOfarn to?— ms ^re 0 # cm, #t*#t# c# to#** 3t#i fro#cro# 

c#e#er#, r TO#e*r# i#r m f#nf cmrf# frzm> tort »fms to^t# #mRR i ut^ #^R*>^r# 4 t 
TOr^# mt#* 5 jfu# ntnem 4 ®rr# fm*i mr#'# me# m#r# item* cm ntmeunre#? 

Wu#R^u c# o#m# FUTtmtQ sr c*R mTOUR— mt# 6 T ut# m-tem, #twt#fum tot ms *fp[ 
ute#t uf# fn*?e# TOm #i cm#, r xpj to ## i mt#fe«r# u# tfj mnmtur# ##n?e# n*R, ## xr # 
f##n#t# #r#s^RTem c# 4m*me# mrure# mTure# 4mrs mmmiurr# 4mm f^msre# c#c# croi v’# 
m#5 urev# Irmr# w#r noM'e#^ 4mfT to # 3 c# ^m* #i--f#Rtn firs# me® m#mtui to ye# 
cto— $* wu #tfR mm*t mr##re® #t#i mnmrur# tor totto f#ft«*' me# ^ron, mns uTev# tot# 
w#t M#fm* #e# cmR3 #entmi nu**'R«t m#eu nr## # 1 , r^ n^'ew^kmt to*c## tffuf#f# rat 
tim c# 4U*e# fmn tf^roc# ###"# me# memr—froj# mre^ fm 4#TO#fmfirr cron tfumcm# 
tow fm fmfvt j#ne*R mro# mrf^ ir#i cnen fro*?# 1 

mtf# to mm #rtcu 5tt #i 1 ###r# to# #tto ##tf se# #t s to 4t to# mr^m# 

#ft#$4t# f#mei tot# tott* wn# me# *nm 4^ tff^f#f# #«*# mte^TOm f#trrf®® ##- 
#ift« Sn# m#fu mfR rnurme## r#®r# wrf* m#f\ 1 

Mr. M. A. H. I8AAHANI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I associate myself with 
the words of sincere synlpathv expressed *by some of the speakers for those 
who have suffered in life and property as a result of the disturhauces 
between the 16th and 20th of August. I welcome the motion of no-con- 
fidenee because it has given us 'an opportunity to explode the myths so 
sedulously broadcast and spread by persons who appear to be anxious to 
make capital out of the misery of our people. 
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A great deal has been said by Hindu leaders of all political parties and 
prominence has been given in the Congress press to the absurd contention 
that the declaration of the Direct Action Day was solely mpoiiMble for the 
happenings in Calcutta on the lbth of August. No honest man, to which- 
ever political school of thought he may belong, can deny that the widest 
publicity was given to the fact that the Direct Action Day was declared for 
the purjK>se of convening peaceful meetings of Muslims throughout the 
length and breadth of India to explain to them the two resolutions passed 
at Bombay by the Council of the All-India Muslim League. It is nothing 
but a travesty of truth to say that thi> day was declared in order to create 
friction between the two major nations that inhabit our sub-continent. It 
cannot he denied that the President of the All-India Muslim League and 
every prominent leader of the organisation throughout India made it clear 
through appeals and statements that Muslims should observe the day as 
the day of peaceful hartal. It is absurd to suggest that if the Muslims 
meant direct action in the literal sense they a mild have selected a city like 
Calcutta where they are in a minority of three to one in numbers and from 
the point of view of influence and control over the city, they do not count 
at all. If Muslims hud meant direct action they would have selected better 
ground to launch it. It has been proved hevond doubt that Muslims 
throughout Bengal and in India remained peaceful on that day. 

Sir, soon after the Muslim League declared the ltith of August as a day 
of hartal for Muslims throughout India it became increasingly clear that 
hostile organisations and a section of the Calcutta press would not allow the 
day to pass off without resistance in every possible manner to 
frustrate the objects of the hartal. The experience of the past within recent 
months in Calcutta was that every form of coercion and force had been 
employed unhesitatingly almost on every occasion to enforce hartal, 
demonstrations and strike on peaceful citizens and specially upon the 
unwilling Muslims. Transport services were paralysed, essential services 
suffered, employees of all ranks aud services were prevented from attending 
their work. Kveti public servants and Ministers were not allowed to attend 
their offices. The Muslims did not do anything to jeopardise the course of 
these observances. The meanest intelligence will not credit Mr. Suhrawardy 
with the foolhardiness of sending away the Muslims in their thousands 
from their homes to attend the public meeting in the Muidun leaving their 
women and children to the mercy of bhtulralogt and their dupes, to be 
butchered mercilessly in their absence. Had it been suspected that such 
trouble was in the offing different arrangements would have been made. 
Frankly, the Muslims were taken unawares and completely off then guard, 
with the result that they had to pay heavily both in life and propci t\. 

I would have moved a vote of censure against Mr Kuhrawardv and even 
demanded that he should be tried publicly and executed had T been con- 
vinced that Mr. Suhrawardy was aware of what was going to befall Muslims 
on the 16th of August aud in spite of it had not taken necessary precautions 
to defend them. I congratulate him on the hard and tireless w r ork he did in 
those terrible days working as many as 18 to 20 hours a dav. This I speak 
from my personal knowledge. It was he who brought the conflagration 
under control in 4 days. Bombay with all its preparations has not succeeded 
in doing so for almost three weeks. Ahmedabad is another ease in point. 

The power of the press, particularly the Hindu pre**, cannot lx* ignored 
and the part it has played in fanning communal bitterness cannot he 
exaggerated. More than anything else it is the press that T hold substan- 
tially responsible for the unfortunate and regrettable happening in Calcutta 
for four days. Dav in and day out truth was converted into falsehoods and 
falsehoods into truth. The process has not ceased unfortunately. In the 
matter of hartal it adopted a most hostile attitude. The Hindus were pro- 
voked not to observe the hartal and to suspend their normal activities on 
the day. It was instilled into the minds of the Hindus that “the observance 
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of the hartal would be repudiation of their cherished political faith”, that 
‘TaJcistan as contemplated by the League, would be a hell not only for the 
Hindus but also for the Muslims who did not see eye to eye with Mr. Jinnah 
and the League” and that "the hartal was directed against the Congress 
and not against the British Government and that it was anti-nationaJ and 
communal”. 

If it was the intention of the Chief Minister or the Ministry or the 
Muslim League in the province to declare war the Muslims would not have 
been caught unprepared and the Chief Minister would not either declare 
the public holiday or release the pre-lteform political prisoners on the 15th 
of August. He sought to keep the atmosphere calm and peaceful. But the 
opponents of the League who had made the preparations clandestinely had 
decided otherwise and were bent on striking well and hard to instil fright 
into the hearts of the Muslims throughout the country. I am wondering 
if hardened by the experience of the l.N.A. and other troubles in which the 
Muslims held aloof, advantage was taken of the League hartal day to wreak 
vengeance on them, and to teach them a lesson for all times to come. 

I may inform the House through you, Sir, that I am one of those who 
was constantly on the move from the morning of the lbth until sanity 
returned Loth to the Muslims and to the Hindus. As early as 7-15 on the 
Kith morning reports came in from various parts of Calcutta that peaceful 
Muslims were being attacked. 1 was a witness to the brickbat throwing 
that took place in Corporation Street at 10 a.m. on Muslim passers-by from 
the throe-storied buildings on either side of the street — buildings owned by 
Hindus. My tour of Calcutta proved to me beyond doubt that this brick- 
bat throwing from bouse tops that 1 witnessed in Corporation Street was 
not an isolated affair, but this method of attack was employed at every 
point of vantage with such force that some processionists could not get 
through and had to return or were broken lip. If. as alleged, Muslim 
processionists carried weapons with them much more serious allegations 
against them would have resulted whereas in fact there is no report of 
retaliation from any quarter barring one or two. The majority of the 
wounded and dead that wore brought to the hospitals of Calcutta before noon 
of the Kith of August were Muslims. This is not a frivolous statement. It 
can bo checked up from hospital records despite efforts made in some hospi- 
tals to register patent Muslim casualties as Hindu ones. It is also un 
unquestionable fact that most of the shops and houses that were looted and 
dwelling places that were burnt till the evening of the 10th August belonged 
to Muslims. While this attack was being carried out with fury Muslim 
Leaguers were out calling upon their brothers to remain peaceful, not to 
retaliate even when provoked but to go to the meeting in the Maidan. It 
was only when the hounds of toleration were broken, when reports of large 
scale murder and massacre spread to the vwhalhs and wards of Calcutta 
that the Muslims began to defend themselves. 

Things would not have come to the dreadful pass they did had the peace 
mission that went out early in the day on the 1 0th been aide to exercise 
influence on the people. While the Muslims listened to Mr. Suhrawardy 
and carried out his instructions, the Congress leader Mr. I). N. Mukherjee 
was hoofed down bv his followers and even threatened with assault. I wish 
he would relate his experience for the benefit of the House. The Hindus 
cannot with any justification say that they were not protected or were denied 
the assistance they sought. Muslims on the other hand were most justified 
in pleading on- these line!. I was in Lalbazar on the 17th morning and I 
saw how few Hindus went away without getting what they wanted. Mr. 
Mohan Lai Shall will corroborate the statement. 

Mr. Speaker. Sir, it will come as a shock to the House and to the public 
at large that Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy and Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose declined 
to join the Chief Minister in taking peace processions round the city till the 
20th August. I will not say that they did so out of fear. It must however 
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be noted that had these processions gone round, the carnage on the 17th 
and ISth would in all probability have been averted. It was a repetition 
of the policy adopted by the Congress after the earlier disturbances when 
Mr. Kiran Sankar Hoy and his collogues in the house of Mr, Sarat Chandra 
Bose declined to affix their signature to an appeal to the citiiens if there 
was any signature of a Muslim on the same document. (Mr. Kiiuk 
Sa.nk.ui Roy : That is not true.) Much as I would like to absolve the 
Commissioner of Police from the blame for not having taken, on his own 
initiative, as he is hound to by virtue of his office, necessary precautionary 
measures for the protection of life and property on the Kith of August, I 
cannot honestly do so. The Commissioner of Police should have had before 
him reports of meetings held, particularly on the Pith, 14th and l&t-b of 
August, in various parks and public places, meetings that incited Hindus 
to action, meetings that told them to prenare themselves and show how 
Pakisthan could be buried once ami for all It he received such reports 
and did not act. he has failed in his duty. If reports were not placed before 
him, then an immediate inquiry is indicated into the workings of the I.B. 
Department — a department that is entrusted with the duty of keening the 
Commissioner fully informed of the activities of political, legal and illegal, 
organisations in the city. If the Commissioner did not know, then, it is 
obvious that the Home Minister was kept equally in the dark of the prepara- 
tions and plans of the miscreants, high and low. In the light of this I 
would like an explanation from the Ilon’hle Chief Minister when he replies 
as to why and how information of t lit* mass murder, loot and arson that 
Muslims were subjected to in Sovahaazr, Baghbuzur, Nimtolln, Hatkhola, 
Beadon Street and a portion of the Shambaznr did not reach Cal bazar 
Control. Can the Hon'ble Chief Minister deny that he was not aware of 
the happenings in North Calcutta until he undertook a four of the citv with 
the Governor? Wlmt explanation can he otter for the complete blacking 
out oi these tragic happenings where Mussulmans — men, women and even 
children— who were in a minority of f» per rent, to 10 per cent., and were 
completely surrounded by a militant majority, were mercilessly butchered r 
When news came through, there was nothing to be done because those who 
wrere caught were silenced for ever. 

I will also welcome an explanation from the ITon'ble Chief Minister why, 
the Police on the Kith and 17th August allowed murder and loot to take 
place within their sight. How could a well-known Watch Company within 
a few yards oi the Lalbazur police station, have been looted in broad day- 
light oil the 17th morning when hundreds of policemen were driving in and 
out of Lalbazur at the time? 

Sir the enemies of Muslims have learnt the art of propaganda to perfec- 
tion. When a deep laid plan fails to fructify an attitude of injured 
innocence is expected to pav well. Mr. Dliiren Dafta talked of the Ripon 
College incident. Muslim students hoisted the League Hag in accordance 
with the agreement between the Hindu and Muslim occupants of the 
Hostel. The Hindu young men broke their pledge* and pulled down the 
League flag. An honourable member of this House was present on the 
occasion. It has also been said that Mr. Sulirawardy presided over the 
Moidan meeting. Could falsehood be uttered in n more brazen faced 


uuiuuri . 

Members have pleaded from the Opposition for a Congress-League Coali- 
tion in Bengal. No one would welcome such an arrangement more than 
I but tbe\ will agree that similar arrangements will have to he made simul- 
taneously in the other provinces and at the Centre as well. 

Sir. the sooner intrigue and conspiracy cease the better for u* all. Their 
virus has spread over the whole body civic of Calcutta Members of the 
medical profession has not remained uncontanmiated. Officers of Law and 
Order have also shown discrimination and withheld assistance and protec- 
tion The Press and the politicians appear to be determined to down the 
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Muslims. Unless- there is change of heart on the part of our opponents 
things are not likely to improve. A motion of no-confidence is not the 
right remedy. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to speak on this motion of necessity, not by choice. The Chief 
Minister has mentioned my name and in a light which is but a half-light. 
I feel myself honour-bound therefore to give you briefly a complete picture 
of that unfortunate day so far as I saw it. 

At 9 in the morning, lGth August, I came to learn that hooligans were 
already abroad, looting shops in Manicktola and Garpar, and it all began 
in forcing shops to close down for hartal. My leader, Mr. K. S. Roy, when 
communicated by me, advised me to contact the Chief Minister. 1 phoned 
the Chief Minister and was asked to come without delay. I reached his 
place at about quarter to 10. 

We discussed the situation and decided to go out to pacify the mob. AW 
went out in the Chief Minister’s car, driven by himself, and started through 
Corporation Street. 

AVe found there a very large number of Muslim League volunteers, 
wearing League badges, some in full uniform, some only with green caps 
with badges on, everyone armed with a lathi of a standard shape and size. 
As soon as we reached them, those volunteers surrounded the car. The Chief 
Minister told them not to crowd the streets, to get on to the pavement ami 
set about their work. “ m tfs ! ” AAV moved 

on and met a Hindu crowd near Free School Street headed by Mr. J. L. 
Shaw, the Corporation Councillor, who reported to the Chief Minister that 
Muslim League volunteers had been forcibly closing the Hindu shops and 
threatening them. He wanted police protection. The Chief Minister told 
him that the police would be coming shortly. 

We nroceeded through Corporation Street, crossing AWlleslev. The 
goldsmiths’ shops were closed, and there was no sign of any loot at t lit* time. 
At the Moula-Ali corner, we met a large Muslim crowd with League 
volunteers, all armed with lathis and in uniform. AAV proceeded furthei , 
and both at Dixon Lane and Serpentine Lane corners advised groups of 
Hindus collected inside to disperse. They told us that League volunteejs 
armed with lathis were threatening them and preventing free movement. 
I actually found on the Circular Road, one gentleman’s car held up by 
League volunteers who on my persuasion allowed it to pass. The Chief 
Minister was also asking the crowd to lie peaceful. 

We moved on to Sealdah corner and found there a large crowd collected 
on the Ilowbasur Street and another on Circular Road opposite Railway 
Station. The Chief Minister first drove the car towards the crowd on to 
Circular Road and asked them to disperse. There were some fruit shop* 
owned both by Hindps and Muslims looted by that time, and the people 
there were in a fighting mood, and this crowd was a Muslim crowd. After 
our approach there was just a lull, but the crowd did not disappear as the 
Chief Minister stated in the Tpper House. 

We turned towards the Bowbaznr Street but could not proceed far, as 
the other crowd blocked the way. T got down and tried to persuade them 
to disperse. There was an Assistant Commissioner of Police with a lorry - 
load of jiolicemen, some of them armed with rifles, but they merely looked 
on. As the crowd was in no mood to listen to him the Chief Minister 
decided to leave, and while the car was turning back, brickbats were thrown 
at it. The picture given by the Chief Minister in the Fpper House about 
the violent mood of the crowd, has been too much overcoloured and had he 
stayed on, I am sure his courage and sincerity would have been eventually 
appreciated even by a Hindu mob. I stayed on, tried to pacify the crowd, 
ana was successful. 
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While there, I learnt that some bmtee at the corner of Bowbatar Street 
and Amherst Street had been set on tire. I rushed there, and arranged to 
bring out the Fire Brigade by using a phone from Bandhab Bastralaya. 
The police were patrolling the streets but not helping to disperse the crowd 
or stop the fire. At the corner I was persuading a large crowd to disperse; 
while doing so a police lorry came, and u European officer pointed a gun at 
me and fired a shot. Immediately the whole crowd melted away. It was 
tear gas, and I asked the officer why he tired without warning.' He said 
he wanted to disperse the crowd and I pointed out to him that as the crowd 
was already on the point of dispersing at mv persuasion, the tear gas would 
only irritate them and might have resulted in a shower of brick nata, and 
retaliatory shots fired by sergeants. I complained that patrol police merely 
looked on making no attempt to stop the fire. The officer, Jar. Barnes, a 
Deputy Commissioner of Police, then left. The altercation with him gave 
me an advantage — the police must have thought me a person of importance. 
I managed to restore peace in the locality and at 1 o’clock 1 was told there 
that rioting has broken out at Sealdah corner. I hastened to the spot and 
found fighting going on between Hindus and Muslims inside Baithakkhana 
Bazur. I was successful in putting a stop to it. .lust as I came out on the 
Bowbazai Street, 1 found a wine shop in the Circular Road-Bow bazar corner 
ablaze, and both Muslims and policemen in uniform busy taking away the 
bottles. Some of the bottles 1 found stored in the Police lorry. I caught 
hold of a policeman carrying away two bottles from the shop, and dragged 
him before the Police Sergeant, but no action was taken and the man run 
away. 


I saw that a very big Muslim procession had come to the Sealduli 
corner from the Upper Circular Hoad side. They were carrying sword, 
lath la, etc., and wanted aggressively to pass through Bow bazar Street. I 
moved towards them and suggested, they might go to the Muidun, by 
continuing through the Circular Hoad and Dharamtalla Street instead of 
forcing their way through Bowbaznr. All on a sudden, some of them began 
to break open the shops on the Circular Houd and loot them. Some rushed 
and surrounded me and began to heat me. One young Muslim, apparently 
a student, gave me a blow, declaring he would break my teeth. Another 
brandished his long knife shouting that lie was thirsty for my blood. 
Further mischief was prevented by some who must have appreciated my 
motives. Just then, one of the Sergeants who had been with Mr. Barnes 
rushed with two armed policemen into the crowd and brought me buck to 
comparative safety. Anyway, the processionists changed their mind and 
passed on through Circular Road, as I had suggested, instead of trying to 
force their way through Bowbazar. Meanwhile, another armed and a more 
violent crowd came up from Beliaghifta side and wanted to force their vay 
through Bowbazar. Policemen, both ordinary and armed, about f»0 ill 
number were there in two lorries under the direction of Sergeants. I sug- 
gested to the Sergeants that the two lorries might he placed blocking the 
entrance to Bowbazar Street, and the police should fire to prevent the clash 
between tbe two crowds. The Sergeants paid no heed. The Beliaghata 
crowd looted the aerated-water shop at the corner and began to hurl the 
bottles and rushed in to the Bowbazar Street, and proceeded two to thie© 
hundred yards. I could not prevent them forcing in, nor could I persuade 
them to get back. Instead, I got lathi blows on mv anus. This crowd was 
prevented from passing through Bowbazar Street by a shower of brickbats. 

I learnt that processionists passing through Circular Road were rushing 
inside the lanes leading to west, and assaulting the local residents. 1 went 
round and saw at Dixon Lane one gentleman lying dead on the street with 
his throat gaahed, blood still spouting up. He was a Hindu, who was coming 
through Circular Road, and had been chased by the poondat. This wa» 
about a hundred yards from Circular Road, 
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While standing there I saw the processionists at the junction brandishing 
swords, sticks, etc., and challenging the crowd inside the lanes to come 
out. I found them rushing into the lanes also^ a fighting mood. From 
there I moved on towards Dhuramtalla Street, walking through the lanes, 
and reached Indian Mirror Street at about .‘1-30 p.m. There I learnt that 
already Muslim crowds in procession had been making attempts at 
Wellesley -end and Corporation Street-end to get inside the Indian Mirror 
Street. I saw the processionists passing through the Corporation Street, 
shouting slogans, brandishing swords and sticks. The looting of the 
jewellery and goldsmiths’ shops had started. I rang up Mr. K. S. Itov, 
informed him of the situation, suggesting that the Governor should be 
apprised, section 144 promulgated, and the police instructed to fire on unruly 
crowds, irrespective of community. 

Mr. Itoy asked me to communicate with the Chief Minister, the Police 
Commissioner, and the Private Secretary to the Governor, whom he had 
already rung up. The first two I could not get; when I informed the Private 
Secretary and told him my forebodings that the crowd now going to the 
Maidun would he looting on their way bark, lie promised to communicate 
all this to the Governor and said thut action would be taken about military 
help, promulgation of section 144, etc*. 1 rang up also Mr. Gladding, 
Leader of the European Party, and requested him to use his influence to 
bring out immediately the Military. He told me that he would also inform 
the Governor. This was about 4-30 p.m. 

The processionists began to return with great ‘'hullo". They began to 
sack every jewellers’ shop on Corporation Street. Three or four times they 
rushed into Indian Mirror Street, cheeked only hv showers of brickbats. 
They set fire to a shop on the Indian Mirror Street-Corporation Street 
junction (Puranchand Avenue). The Fire Brigade was called but n uld not 
reach the place, prevented bv the hooligans. The disturbance "ontinued 
up to 2 a. m. increasing in volume. The\ set fire to a three-storeyed house 
at the corner of Corporation Street and Taltala Lane, just opposite 

Y.M.C.A. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Mukherji, your time is up. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJI: Sir, may I have a few 
minutes more? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All rifrlit, you may have two minutes more. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJI: The inmates shouted for 
help. Taltala police-station, about 200 yards off, was informed over the 
phone, but no action was taken. The Fire Brigade was called up twice but 
chased away. Finding the people absolutely helpless we organised a rescue 
party and tried to reach the spot. By this time another Fire Brigade came 
up at our call and emboldened by our support, it could fuuction this time, 
and put out the tire. The situation eased a little, so far as attacks went, 
but the whole locality remained insecure. Time does not permit, and I 
must stop. 

I have given you my own experiences on the 16th only. I will not 
linger over them nor discuss if the Deputy Commissioners of Police in 
Calcutta were Tlindus or Muslims. I will not attempt to argue with our 
Chief Minister to convince him that a Minister’s, let alone the Chief Minis- 
ter’s, duty is to see also that they are obeyed, and to make for conditions 
which favour their being obeyed. As the Chief Minister’s supporters have 
pointed out that he ordered firing on the 16th afternoon, I only want to ask 
mm bow many rounds of ammunition were issued on Friday to the armed 

r lice, and bow many of them used on that date by tbe armed police, who, 
understand, are about 1,000 in number. 
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The motion before us could have been left in cold neglect if it only 
related to the past, it might have been considered nothing but a dream. 
But it is not that. Every* past has a future to carry on. The air is still 
thick with rumours. The atmosphere is still full of distrust. People ask us 
“What about East Bengal F M The want of confidence in the present 
Ministry has already been declared by the closed shops in Mullick Baxar. 
Park Circus, and Wellesley Street, the furtive looks and hurried steps of 
t lie few men that walk. The want of confidence has already been recorded 
silently by the clerk of the times. It now remains for this Legislature to 
reflect that judgment and to move want of confidence in a Ministry which 
has either wilfully shirked its job or failed to do it through utter ineffi- 
ciency subjecting thousands of Hindus and Muslims to death or deathlike 
misery, ami dangerously wrecking the ship of State committed to their 
care. 

I appeal to all parties to cast their verdict on the issue whether law and 
uider failed, and whether persons responsible for their maintenance did 
their best. Let not a single member sit neutral. 

With these words, Sir, l press this motion before the House for adoption. 

Mr* D* CLADDING: Mr. speaker. Sir. myself and tin* members of 
my party have listened to this debate with deep sympathy for the Hindu 
and Muslim communities and, if 1 may lie permitted to min so, with 
admiration for the general restraint with which both ha\c spoken, having 
suffered, as they did, so terribly, and being furthermore aligned in this 
House in opposite parties. Belonging us I do to a community which was 
mercifully spnied, I feel that it is almost a presumption tor me to intrude 
at all, hut I speak in the hope that I may be able to say something helpful. 

Public opinion, Sir, as soon as it could make itself heard after the war 
between the two communities which broke out on August the Hith, imme- 
diately demanded a public emptily into the whole matter by a disinterested 
judicial body. Congress leaders joined in tins demand and the Chief 
Ministei, immediately associating himself with it, promised that such an 
enquiry would be instituted. A highrunking judicial commission lias since 
been appointed and is about to begin its work. This was eminently the 
correct course. The charges and counter-charges that will have to lie 
investigated are so very grave, and so wrapped up with jiolitics, that public 
opinion would be content with nothing less than a judicial enquiry outside 
the range of polities. Apart from this a judicial enquiry is lc-s likely to 
revive ill-feeling than an enquiry in any other forum. The fact flint this 
enquiry is coming has, T think, undoubtedly eased the tension that might 
otherwise have characterised thi*» debate. Mv jiarty. Sir, goes a step 
further and flunks that, in view of this impending enquiry, it is premature, 
if not actually useless, to subject the matter to the arbitrament of a vote 
in this House; which vote, after all. would, as we all know, prove nothing 
except the mathematical alignment of the two main parties which is already 
public knowledge. Nobody here knows all the facts or is in a position to 
say where the truth lies. On one of the issues, which T may call the 
impersonal issue whether the Administration did all it should have done 
to prevent the catastrophe; and all that it should ha\e done to check its 
growth, mv party see reason, prinui facie, to doubt whether it did. But 
because this Commission has been set up, we hold that the proper course, 
both logioalh^and in the interest of peace, is for everybody to suspend 
judgment on this and ull other issues until its findings are available; and 
this, Sir, is the course which we propose to adopt. 

But what an anxious public does look for in this debate — an anxious 
public not merely in Calcutta but throughout the towns and villages in 
Bengal-~ia assurance for the future; assurance of peace between the two 
communities; of action to produce it, and of action to maintain it. Peace 
Committees have already been doing their admirable work. To supplement 
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this, in the sphere of law md order , the Armed Police in Calcutta and of 
the Province should immediately be brought far above the inadequate 
strength at which they stood a month ago. In addition to this, learning 
the lessons of a month ago, Government should give assurances that in 
future military help will be called upon more timely than, if I may say so. 
it appears to have been called upon a month ago. It should be remembered 
that the Military have to be called in before they can function; no blame 
attaches to them if they are not called upon early enough. It was the men 
of Indian and British Regiments after they had been called in who saved 
the situation. The task that fell to them was outside the normal duty of 
soldiers and repugnant to their feelings. We acknowledge on behalf of the 
city the debt which we owe to them. The Chief Minister must indeed 
have thanked God for their presence, when he stood in his terrible predi- 
cament. 

In the field of politics what public opinion immediately demanded was 
that the model of the Peace Committees should be copied in Government 
itself by the formation of a Cabinet embracing the Hindu and Muslim parties. 
Here again wo agree with public opinion, and think that it should have 
been acted upon immediately. We favoured a Coalition when this Ministry 
was being formed, because we thought that a Coalition would be able, better 
than any other Government, to advance the welfare of the province, to frame 
and carry out a plan ol Post-War Reconstruction and to compel the Centre 
to give the Province the fair financial deal that it has not yet seen. To 
those reasons is now added the certainty that a Coalition Government, 
better than anything else, would allay the present fears of the people and 
constitute an insurance against a recurrence of trouble. In terms of Bengal 
alone, under the shock of the recent calamity there is, I feel sure, sufficient 
willingness to bring this about; but the Chief Minister tells us that politics 
outside this province constitute an obstacle. If this is so, we greatly deplore 
it and sincerely hope that the endeavours to remove that obstacle which are 
now in progress will be crowned with success. It seems to us that a 
prosperous and peaceful administration of this province (I refer not merely 
to the Government but also to the services) will never emerge so long as 
the two leading communities remain in opposite camps. We pray lor a 
consummation which will bring them together, and we trust that the Chief 
Minister, when he comes to take part in this debate, will give us more 
grounds for hope than he appears to have done in the Upper House. None 
better than he knows that I speak the truth. The responsibility that lies 
upon him in this connection is both heavy and glorious. 

1 cannot sit down. Sir. without referring to two calumnies against my 
own countrymen that have fallen from the lips of a few previous speakers — 
a few only, I am glad to say. One of them was to the effect that the Cabinet 
Mission came out with the deliberate intention of creating a quarrel between 
Hindus and Muslims, so that, instead of India gaining her freedom, 
England might maintain her domination over this country. Whatever 
grievance the League mny have about the way in wdiich the negotiations 
went, they should in fairness abstain from such gross perversion of the 
truth. I thought that, if one thing had been made clear beyond doubt, it 
was the bona fides of His Majesty’s Government and its good will indiscri- 
minately toward both communities. The other allegation was that the 
members of mv community in Calcutta chuckled over the horrors of last 
month because they did not want Indians to get self-government and because 
they thought that here svas proof that they would never get it. Speaking 
for mvself, and for all ether members of my party, and for every European 
outside the Party whose confidence I enjoy, I deny this charge on my word 
of honour. The truth is precisely the opposite. 

Dr. SYAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, since yester- 
day we have been discussing the motions of no-confidence under circum- 
stances which perhaps have no parallel in the deliberations of any legislature 
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in any part of the civilised world. What happened in Calcutta is without 
a parallel in modem history. St. Bartholomew’s Day of which history 
records some grim events of murder aud butchery pales into insignificance 
compared to the brutalities that were committed in the streets, lanes and 
bye-lanes of this first city of British India. We have been discussing, Sir, 
as to the genesis of these disturbances. Time will not j>ermit me to go 
through the detailed history and course of events during the last few years. 
But let me say this that what lias hap)>eued is not the result of a sudden 
explosion, but it is the culmination of an administration, inefficient, corrupt 
and communal, which has disfigured the life of this great province. But 
so far us the immediate cause is concerned, rightly reference has been made 
by members belonging to the Muslim league and ulso to the 
Opposition that we have to look to the resolution that wai 

1 mssed at Bombay at the all-India session of the Council of the Muslim 
..eague. Now what happened there ? It is said, on ladiulf of the Muslim 
league that the Cabinet Mission proved faithless to Muslim interests and 
thereby created a situation which hud had no parallel in the history of 
Anglo-Muslim relationship in this country. What did actually fho Cabinet 
Mission do? The Muslim League, the spoilt and pampered child of the 
British imperialists for the lust thirty >eurs, wus disowned for the first time 
bv the British Labour (internment (loud noise Irom the Government 
benches)...! know it that members, when the\ hear the hitter truth, can 
hurdly repress their feelings. Sir, the fai t remains that the old policy of 
the British Government of no advancement without a Congress-Muslim 
League agreement was for the first time given up in 1946.. .(loud cries from 
the Government benches) I have only stated the fact and 1 do not make 
any comment on it and still m\ friends heroine impatient immediately. 
Now, the fact remains that the Muslim League was b\ -passed and the 
Interim Government has been formed at the Centre. Supposing Mr. Jinnah 
had ln*en Tisked to form the Interim Government without the Congress, would 
my friends belonging to the Muslim League have then blamed the Govern- 
ment for having betrayed the interests oi the Hindu community}' 

Sir, what happened after the Bomba > resolution!’' I have before me a 
summary of the speeches delivered In distinguished spokesmen on behalf of 
the Muslim League in every part of India and although it was said that the 
Direct Action Duv itself was not the day for commencing dnect action, it 
was at the same tune pointed out that the war had begun, the days of pence 
and compromise were over and now the jcluui . (A mkmhku vhom Till*. 
Govkrnmknt hknchks; Against whom!'; War against everyone who did not 
accept Pakistan. That has been made abundantly dear. 

1 would ask my friends not to misunderstand me. I am trying to put 
in brief their point ot view as I would ask them also to appreciate our point 
of view. We are like poles asunder. You suy vou will plunge the country 
into civil war if you do not get Pakisthau and we say you shall not get 
Pakistan by any means whatsoever. These two points of view* are irrecon- 
cilable and what I am now telling the House is this that the members speuk- 
ing on behalf of the Muslim league did not mince matters. Muslim 
leaders want civil war. Only a pattern of civil war, according to 
Mr. Jinuah, was witnessed in this very city of Calcutta, but whether civil 
war will ultimately help Muslims to get Pakisthau or not is a matter that 
remains yet to lx* seen. It is said that British Imperialists are against the 
Muslim league. Why talk rot in this way? Who gave you separate 
electorate and communal award. Who is helping the Sind Ministry to 
remain in power? Is not the Governor a British Governor? Are not the 
ihree European members of the Sind Assembly British members of that 
House? Are they not trying their level !>est somehow to keep the Muslim 
League in power and not allow* the Congress to go to office although among 
the Indian members they are in a majority. 

Now, Sir, I shall leave this aside. I shall not refer to the detailed 
speeches which hare been delivered by the Muslim League leaders barring 



140 


MOTIONS OF NO-CONFIDENCE. 


[20th Sept., 


one or two illustrative remarks. When Mr. Jinnah was confronted at a press 
conference in Bombay on the 31st July and was asked whether direct action 
involved violence or non-violence, his cryptic reply was “I am not going to 
discuss ethics”. (The Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali : Good.) But Khwaja 
Nazimuddin was not so good. He came out very bluntly in Bengal and he 
said that Muslims did not believe in non-violence at all, Muslims knew what 
direct action meant and there were one hundred and one ways in which 
direct action could be achieved in this province. Now, Sir, speeches like 
this were made by responsible League leaders. One said in the Punjab that 
the zero hour had struck and that the war had begun. All this was followed 
by a series of articles and statements which appeared in the columns of 
newspapers — the Morning News, the Star of India and the Azad. If you 
read those documents, particularly I would ask my friend Mr. Ispahani, 
if he reads those documents, I do not know whether he has learnt Bengali 
yet, if not, for his benefit a translation can be made of the Bengali articles 
in the Azad he will be able to find out that there was nothing but open and 
direct incitement to violence. Hatred of Hindus and jehad on the Hindus 
were declared in fire-eating language. That was the background. I am not 
going to quote the papers, for I have not the time. You have read them and 
the general Muslim public have acted according to the instructions. 

Now, so far as the later events are concerned, what happened on the 
10th V What were the preparations made? Mr. Ispahani says that they 
were taken unuwares. In the Morning Seas on the Kith there appeared an 
announcement on behalf ot the Pakisthan Ambulance Corps and there full 
instructions were given us to how the Ambulanee Corps was to act — mind 
you, Sir, this was done before the troubles started. This Pakisthan 
Ambulance dorps was to he utilised in different parts of the city, they were 
to go out in batches, cars and officers would be available and from the 17th 
morning announcement was to he made even hour as regards the patients 
which were to he found in the different hospitals of duleutfa. This was 
announced before any trouble started in Calcutta and Mr. Ispahan] says 
there was no preparation. Of course, it was by the sheerest bad luck that 
you allowed the notice of this one among many kinds of preparation to be 
published in the newspapers. 

Now, Sir, what happened on the Kith? 1 shall not refer to the detailed 
speeches of other members, but 1 shull certainly hold responsible the Chief 
Minister of this province win* so lost his mental balance as to have made 
that statement from Bombu\ saying that he was going to declare Bengal to 
he an independent State. A Minister who cannot control his British under- 
ling — the Commissioner of Police — is going to make Bengal an independent 
State! A Minister who comes forward anil says “I am helpless, I could 
not save the people of the city because the Commissioner of Police would 
not listen to me” will declare Bengal an independent State! Now, that was 
Mr. Suhrawardy. He said he was going to carry on a no-rent campaign 
in this province. He was going to disobey law and order. His speech before 
the legislative Council goes to show that he knew fully well that troubles 
were ahead. If you analyse his speech it will appear that he knew that 
troubles were brewing and he said lie wanted to be as careful as possible. 

I am not raising the question in this debate as to how many Hindus 
were butchered and how many Muslims were butchered. Bhawanipore, 
Taltolla or Wat^unge is not the main question in issue. The question in 
issue today is, did Government succeed in protecting life and property, no 
matter to which community that life and property belonged? Why did Gov- 
ernment allow so many Muslim lives to be butchered if you look upon Mr. 
Suhrawardy as the great Muslim champion? Why did fie allow the entire 
administration of law and order to collapse in the city? I shall say. Sir, it 
was a diabolical plan. I say. Sir, there was a well-organised plan that there 
was goin£ to he a blit* attack on the city and Hindus were going to be taken 
by surprise, properties were going to be looted and lives were going to be 
lost. Then Mr. Suhrawardy found that he was caught in his own trap. 
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when he and others were hit back in their own coin he could not regain hie 
lost ground and failed to do what his Muslim brethren asked him to do in 
agony and distress. 

On the 16th, our case is that provocation came from thfr 
other side, their case is that provocation came from the Hindu 
side. That also I am not going to discuss today. Let us leave that 
for the time being, but let us proceed to the next stage. Mr. Suhrawardy 
said, by ltj noon he realised the situation was very bad. Was be not still 
the Chief Minister of Bengal!' What did he do at that time? Why was 
not the military called out ut that time!' I have got here a circular issued 
by the military for the information of its officers and employees in which 
clear information is given that the military was ready to come out on 
Friday noon hut it was not asked to do so. The civil police failed to protect 
the life and property as it was expected to do and whenever the military was 
asked to come out., it came out and it did whatever it could do. But, alas, 
thousands had been killed meanwhile and crores of rupees looted! 

On Friday Mr. Suhrawardy knew that trouble had broken out — no 
matter whether the Hindus were the aggressors or the Muslims were the 
aggressors. Why did he not immediately proclaim section 144!' Why did 
lie allow the whole city to he placed at the mercy of goomlas, dacoits and 
murderers ? Why did he allow the meeting at all to be held at the maidun 
in the afternoon over which he presided! He stands charged with the deli- 
berate offence of having played havoc with the life and property of the 
citizens of this great city, no matter whether they were Hindus or they were 
Muslims. On Friday night he gives a message to the Associated Press that 
the condition in the city had improved. Does he remember it! It seems 
he has forgotten it. lie is looking like an innocent child. 1 have got here 
the Associated Press news from the next day’s newspapers. 1 would ask 
my friends to forget for the time being that they belong to the Muslim. 
League. On Friday night the Chief Minister announced . 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Me? 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: No, no. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: It Mr. Suhrawardy says "no'\ 
here, Sir, is the statement of Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Chief Minister of 
Bengal — 1 suppose that is the gentleman sitting over there (laughter) 
interviewed hy the Associated Press ot India to the effect that the situation 
i rat improving. (Uproar.) (A voice from the Government RKNCIIKS : 
What paper?) Every newspaper. (Renewed uproar.) I would ask my 
friends that they must observe the rules of the game and fairplay even in a 
discussion like this. Why don’t you ask the Chief Minister to explain this? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir, these papers must 
he submitted to you for perusal hy members. 

know that this is no point of order. 

Or. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Fuzlur Rahman should 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Yes, it is a point of order. A member cannot! 
read from a document in thia.House and if he uses it he must submit it to 
you for perusal by the members. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Mr. S| leaker, you ean certainly 
look into it. I am not afraid of the truth. Now, Sir, section 144 is 
supposed to have been promulgated on Friday hut never enforced . 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have to produce the paper. Dr. Mookerjec. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Yes, Sir. (Sent the paper to 
Mr. Speaker.) I tan produce it to anyone who wants to see it. 
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Then on Saturday the curfew order was inaugurated, but neither section 
144 nor the curfew order was enforced. How is it that in spite of section 
144 and the curfew order people were moving about committing loot and 
plunder and murder even!' How is it that within a stone’s throw, as* 
Mr. Ispahani has pointed out, from Lai bazar police-station shops were looted, 
people were murdered and all sorts of offence were committed without the 
police moving an inch? 

Tfia HOfi’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Am I responsible for that? 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Of course, you are responsible. 
If you have got the guts to say that vou are not responsible, let us know 
that. Now, Sir, that was on the 16th and 17th August. Jiater on what 
happened? Mr. Suhrawardy knows it very well that he was speaking with a 
double face. On the 23rd lie issued a broadcast message, a message of peace, 
for the people of Bengal and within half an hour of that he sent out a 
special message for foreign press through foreign correspondents and the 
inings which are mentioned in that document are entirely different from the 
broadcast message which he issued to the people of Bengal. Can he deny 
that? (A voice from the Government ijemuks: That is obvious.) He 
has stated that the Hindus have started the riot. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Suhraw akdy : Certainly.) He has said that it is the Hindus, who are to 
blame. He said it was the British Government which was to blame. Say 
“certainly” (laughter) and, lastly, he said tliut he cannot yet tell what will 
kftpiM'ii in future if the Interim Government continues in office. Now, Sir, 
if tli at is the remark which he wanted to make on that day what was the 
use of his appealing to the people of Bengal for peace and harmony and 
saying “I have kept an open mind and I would like Hindus and Muslims 
to work together”. Can history give us a better example of a doiible-taced 
Minister? 

Sir, there are two matters here which may be mentioned. Mr. Suhrawardv 
said that he could not control the Commissioner of Police because he was 
not under his order. I shall give you, Sir, one instance out of many which 
are available from which it will appear how Mr. Suhrnwnrdy interfered 
with the administration of the police offices in a manner which was unworthy 
of uny Home Minister of any province. In the Park Street police-station 
about seven goonda, < were taken by a European Inspector on Sunday evening. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I am sorry, hut you are a 

goonda then. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, that is the remark which 
Mr. Suhrawurdy has made, uamely, “I am sorry you are a goonda then”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I resent very much that 
any Muslim gentleman should he characterised as a goonda. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I do not know who they are. 
These persons were found with looted properties. If Mr. Suhrawardy says 
that Muslim gentlemen took away looted properties I shall how down my 
head to him, but if he says that I am a goonda then I too can say that he is the 
heat goonda that is available not only in this province but throughout the 
world. (Uproar.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Mookerjee, that is not a very desirable expression 
in respect of an honourable member of this House. 

Or. SYAMapraSAO MOOKERJEE: Sir. I shall withdraw it as soon 
as Mr. Suhrawardy withdraws what he has said about me. (Cries of 
“withdraw, withdraw” from the Government benches.) Let him withdraw 
first what he kas said about me. 
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The HonMMe Mr. H. 8. 8UMRAWARDY: It in quite true that I can 

never think of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee as a goonda and I certainly 
withdraw that remark. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE i l withdraw too. Now, Sir, let* 
me pass oil. So far as the*" Park Street incident is concerned, the important 
point is that goondas or gentlemen whoever they were, seven Muslims wto 
were found in possession of looted properties were brought into Park Street 
police-station by a European Inspector. Within ten minutes Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawardv appears on the sci*ne. He gets these persons released. It is on 
record. Let him deny that. tThe Hon’ble Mr. II. S. St h it aw ahdy : Yes.) 
(Cries of “shame, slnune’* from Congress benches.) Then he comes back 
and charges the police officer for .stealing a basket ot eggs! (The Hon’ble 
Mr. 11. S, Si hk \\\ irdv : Ob! no.) This is the way. Sir, in which 
Mj‘. Suhrawardy Inis behaved. This is one instance 1 am giving. (Cries of 
“you have rooked it” from (to\ernment hciiche.O No, 1 have not cooked it. 
He has admitted it. 

Then, Sir, the Muslim League pait\ wanted .’it Ml gallons ot petrol from 
the Bengal (io\ eminent. That was not granted, but petrol coupons were 
issued in the name of individual Ministers — general coupons, -1(H) gallons 
being issued in the name of the Chief Minister. Evidence is available that 
these coupons were used by lorries moving in the streets of Calcutta on those 
fateful days. That is how arrangements were being made under the very 
nose of the Home Department over which Mr. Suhrawardv was presiding, 
(’an Mr. Suhrawardv deny that he himself went to Howrah accompanied 
by Nome Muslim League leaders, met local ollireis m authority there, and had 
chastised and taken them to task because Muslims were not protected there Y 
('an he deny that!" Did Mr. Suhrawardv give in any place or at any time 
the same sort of protection to the suffering Hindus!" (The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 
Sum* vw u?m • < Vrtainlv .) 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: You have allowed. 
Sir, 1(1 or 1"» minutes to other member*, but how is it lliat you have allowed 
Dr. Mookerjee to speak so long. He is not the Leader of the Opposition, 
((’lies of “Ha, ha” from Congress benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr ('haudhury, please do not waste t lie time of the 
House in this way. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Now, Sir. it is quite clear that 
at least I have said some home truths which have made my friends opposite 
angry and impatient. 

The Hon’IRe Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : They are not truths at nil. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, my point is that it is not a 
Hindu-Muslim question. The real trouble is that today Mr. Suhrawardy 
and the gentlemen who are with him are playing a most dangerous game. 
They are, in fact, playing a dual role. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : You are 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, they, these Ministers, have 
taken oath of allegiance to the British Crowe and they are responsible for 
the life and property of all alike. My friend, Mr. Mohammed AH, 
admitted this very candidly when the adjournment motion was not allowed 
to be taken up in this House. Mr. Suhrawardy is a great Muslim league 
leader and he owes his allegiance to the Muslim league. The Muslim 
League, rightly or wrongly ordered that if something does not happen to its 
liking, it was going to resort to direct action. Oqc cannot serve two masters. 
Sir, it has been proved beyond doubt that Mr. Suhrawardy and his other 
Ministers are unable to administer the affairs of this Province impartially and 
efficiently. They have failed hopelessly and wretchedly and on that ground 
alone they are not fit to occupy offices for a single momenf. (Interruptions.) 
10 
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Mr. SPEAKERS Order, order. 

Of. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, it is not in Calcutta alone 
that atrocities were committed in a large scale, but we find that troubles are 
spreading now in the whole of Bengal. The information w’hich is coming 
from different parts of Bengal would make one shudder to think as to w r hat 
will happen to this Province. These gentlemen, the Ministers over there, 
should not remain in charge of the affairs of this Province even a day longer. 
(Interruptions.) If they remain in office the future will be still darker. 
(Interruptions.) The Council of Action of the All-India Muslim League 
has ordered that preparations have to be made for giving effect to the Direct 
Action programme. Already Muslim League leaders from the Punjab, 
North-West Frontier Province and also Sind have openly declared that they 
are ready with their scheme which can be put into operation at 24 hours’ 
notice. Am I to believe that the Muslim League in Bengal which is a strong- 
hold of Mr. Jinnah’s Muslim League is not similarly prepared to give effect 
to the order of the Muslim league when the occasion demands it? In other 
words, my charge is that the present Ministry is utilizing the Governmental 
machinery for the purpose of launching upon a Direct Action scheme. (The 
Hon'ble Mr. If. S. Suhhawakdy : No, no.) The consequence will be 
far more serious than the brutal scenes we have already witnessed in the 
fctreots of Calcutta. (The Hon’ble Mr. II. S. Suiikawakdy : No, no.) 
Mr. Suhnnvardy is playing a dual role and this dual role of Mr. Sulirawardy 
and (hose who are supporting him has got to be exposed and brought to ail 
end in the interest of peace and tranquillity. 

Why does not (he Chief Minister get the reports of the Commissioner of 
Police through the Criminal Investigation Department as regards some 
meetings which took place in the city? Mr. Sulirawardy has perhaps got 
the proceedings confidentially of the meetings which were he’d m the city 
where League leaders were invited (o attend tor the purpose of pieparing a 
scheme tor direct action. It he has got any report about what happened 
on the Kith, he will find that even when the Calcutta Maidan meeting was 
heiiifJT held, over which Mr. Suhrawardv presided, disturbances had broken 
out iu several places. Now what happened in that meeting? Was there 
any C. 1. 1). officer present Liking down notes? Where are those notes? 

Sir, it was an astonishing fact that a gun ■.hop within 2 minites’ walk 
from the Government House had been looted. Not a single policeman 
turned up in the streets to control the situation in any part of the city. It 

will not help merely making the Commissioner of Police a scape-goat^. It 

is suggested the city had been ablaze in many places that the Commis- 
sioner of Police did not know how to act. But surely Mr. Sulirawardy 

knew how’ and when to act. (The llon’ble Mr. H. S. f Sruiuw\Hm ; : 
“Yen, yes”). Mr. Sulirawardy says that he knew’ and we also know’ when be 
acted. If be had failed without making any effort, then he is charged with 
criminal negligence and if he failed in spite of efforts, he is certainly 
inefficient and worthless and he should not he kept in that position any 
longer. There is no p’ace for him in the Ministry. 

Sir, there is one point which I would like to say with regard to the 
Britishers in this House. My friends are remaining neutral. I cannot 
understand this attitude at all. In a situation such as this they must say 
if the Ministry was right or the Ministry was wrong. If the Ministry was 
right, support them and if the Ministry was wrong, you should say so boldly 
and not remain neutral » Merely sitting on the fence shows sign's of abject 
impotence, (Laughter.) 

My friend. Mr. Gladding, said that luckily none of bis people was 
injured. It is true. Sir, bqt that is a statement which makes me extremely 
sorry. If a single Britisher, man, or woman or a child, had been struck 
they would have thrown this Ministry out of office without hesitation but 
because nt> Britisher was touched, they can take an impartial and neutral 
view l Are they so sure they will be left untouched next time? There is no 
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question of partiality or impartiality here. The present administration has 
tailed and it must come to an end. Anyone who remains neutral is an aider 
and abettor. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Then why did the Congress ask 
them to remain neutral during the Constituent Assembly elections? 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: That is a different point 
altogether. 1 would ask my friends, what about the future. Pakistan will 
not be accepted under any circumstance. (Mr. Kazuh Rahman: It 
will be accepted.) Mr. Suhruwurdy said in llombay after the 16th of 
August “When a nation fights against another nation I cannot guarantee 
civilized conduct". If you are a nation fighting against us, another nation, 
if that is the attitude ot my friends on the other side, then they cannot 
remain in office anv longer. ((Vies of “Hear, hear" from the Opposition 
Benches.) Mr. Suliruwardy must realise that his office is meant for the 
good of the entire people ot Bengal irrespective of caste, creed and religion, 
and not for his own so-called nation. I would suy, Sir, that is an abject 
treachery to the great responsibility that rests on Mr. Suliruwardy, ad 
Premier. (Interruptions.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order order. l)r. M ookerjee, your time is up. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: May 1 have two minutes more? 
I would say this very sciiously before I conclude that 

Dr. A. M. MALIK: 4Hf* fv$ m i 

Dr. 8Y AM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: Apparently 1 said many gooff 
things ; otherwise my friends would not be so jubilant. The Chief MiuiStjW 
was dancing the other day on the polished floor of a Delhi Hotel and 1 have 
made m\ friends dance on the floor of tins House. 1 will now say a few 
words in connection with the fwluie. What about the future:' My friends, 
the Muslims, say thal they constitute per emit, of India’s population, 
and that is so big a minority t hat they will ne\er agree to live under Hindu 
dony nation. Now if tb.it is their honest and genuine point of \icw how can 
they expect that 4'» per cent of the Hindu population of this Province will 

ever agree to live uudei a constitution wheie that p.n tit ular tuition 

represented by Muslims, constituting only *>4 per cent., will alone dominate? 
(The lion* bit* Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed: That is how the trouble 

began. ) I will not today enter into eontro\ersies as regards the real popula- 
tion of Bengal. 1 claim it that if a proper census is taken oven to-day the 
Hindus wil 1 not be in a minority. That question cannot be settled |W 
argument from one side or the other. My Muslim friends who are well- 
organised under the banner of the Muslim j league have got to realise that if 
Bengal is to be ruled peacefully it can be done only with the willing 

co-operation of the two communities. 1 am not talking of all-India politics 
for the time being. (The TTon’ble Mr. Shamsumjin Ahmkd: Why not? 
What has happened to all-India politics?) I would make this appeal to 
my friends that a choice has to la* made by the Hindus and the Muslims 
together. There is no way out of it because what we witnessed in Calcutta 
was not an ordinary communal riot: its motive was political, but things 
may become even far more serious and drastic in the days, weeks^ and 
months to come. Now, if the Muslims of Bengal under the leadership of 
the Muslim League fee! that they can exterminate the Hindus, that is a 
fantastic idea which can never be given effect to: three and a half crores 
can never exterminate three crores nor can three crores exterminate three 
and a half crores — — (At this stage the red light was again on.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: For three times I have given you extra time. 

II#. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: But I have been interrupted four 
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Now, Sir, if it is said that civil war will break out throughout India, 
will that help anyone, will that help, in particular, 25 per cent. Muslima 
throughout India as against 75 per cent, of Hindus and other non-Muslims? 
It is not a question of threat at all ; it is a question of facing a stern reality. 
Either we have to fight or we have to come to some settlement. That 
settlement cannot be reached ho long as you say that one community will 
dominate over the other, but it can only be reached by a plan which will 
enable the vast majority of Hindus and Muslims to live under circumstances 
which will give freedom and peace to the common man. After all, forget 
not who suffered most during the Calcutta Killing. It was mainly the poorer 
people, both amongst the Hindus and the Muslims. Ninety per cent, of 
them were poor and innocent and if the leaders lose their heads and go on 
creating a situation which they cannot ultimately control, the time will 
soon come when the common man will turn round and crush the leaders 
instead ol being themselves crushed. It is therefore vitally necessary that 
this false and foolish idea of Pakistan or Islamic rule has to be banished 
for ever trom your head. In Bengal we have got to live together. We say 
as u condition precedent this Ministry must go. Only then can wc create a 
state of affairs which will make it possible to build a future Bengal which 
will be for the good of all, irrespective of any caste, creed or community. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Mr. Speaker, it has been my lot during my 
parliamentary career— longer perhaps than that of any other Indian now 
living — to be faced with awkward political situations but I confess that I 
have never felt so embarrassed as 1 do at the present moment in rising to 
my a few words on the motions before the House. Sir, for more than three 
years and a half I have been closely associated with the Opposition. 
To-day I am in the thick of the great phalanx on which the Ministers rely 
for supjxirt and even for self-preservation. But this is only the objective 
aspect of the question. There are other things. Sir, tar more important and 
far more embarrassing. 

Sir, during the dark days or nights of the Great Killing I w'atched 
events from the point of view of a member of the Opposition. The news 
that (Mime to me trickling down from various source,s was unfavourable to 
the Ministers in power. I was very deeply impressed with the fact* that 
during the whole of these disturbances the machinery of Government had 
completely broken down in this city. Sir, 1 pondered deeply over the 
situation, and if 1 have risen to say a few words on these motions I wish to 
tell my comrades in this Assembly what I feel very strongly and which I 
think ought to be raised before the people of Bengal, if Bengal is to be 
saved at all from utter extermination. There have been Hin d u-Mu slim 
quarrels in the past all over India. In many of these quarrels when cases 
had been started I had the privilege of defending the Muslim accused almost 
all over the country. But, Sir, I have never in the whole course of my life 
seen anything like the purely fiendish fury with which both Hindus and 
Muslims have murdered not merely men or women but even small children. 

I do not know to satisfy what impulse, — human or devilish, — which seems 
to have possessed the Bengalees for those fateful days and nights that my 
countrymen indulged. 

Sir, ho far as the Ministers are concerned, I am going to obey the Party 
mandate and I will cast my votes against the motions before the House. 
But that is only because I feel constitutionally that we cannot, when a 
motiou like this is tabled, leave the Ministers of our choice to the tender 
mercies of the Opposition. But if that is so as regards the Ministers, the 
guardians of law and order who oontrol the police force in Calcutta can 
claim no protection from us. 

Sir, I will not take much time of the House, but I will refer to a few 
instances .which have been on eye-opener to me. I have felt that the 
greatest disturbances did not rise in a moment out of the moon but seem to 
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be tbe result of a well-planned action— may be on one side or may be on 
both sides. I do not know-^God alone knows. The future alone will Alt- 
close what is the truth. 

Sir, on Friday morning I received telephone messages from various parts 
of the city from both Hindus and Muslims that troubles hod broken out. I 
thought it was one of those unfortunate affairs which have shown to the 
world that although the Bengalees or Indians generally ore amongst tbe 
most intellectual races of the world, they do not know the virtue of 
toleration. But, then the situation worsened gradually. I advised those 
who were telephoning to me, to seek police protection. It was then I oome 
to know that the police were being appealed to and in some cases the police 
said that they had received no orders. Wonder of wonders ! What are the 
police here for, what are they being paid tor, if they do not know that when* 
ever there is o disturbance of the puhlie peace and tranquillity, their first 
duty is to jump into the situation, it necessiry, and to defend public peace 
and tranquillity with t heir lives Y 

Then, Sir, in the afternoon of that day the Malliek - Bonor was looted. 
It is within about half a mile of my house. I was then standing on the 
verandah and I found people in great glee and merriment rushing all aides 
with booty in their hands am! police pa/utnnrahis accompanying them. 
Everyone was very happy as if they were members of a marriage procession! 

Then, Sir, that night the Bark Tunis market was looted. I sent one 
of my nephews and Mr. Khairul Anam, Editor of the “Mohumnuuli , to the 
park Circus outpost. Will the House be surprised to hear that the Officer- 
in-charge was there and he said that he had no time to go and see what was 
happening. Certainly some change had come over the Calcutta Police! 

Then, Sir, the next day, I believe it was the 17th, the Muhiaadal Raj 
House was looted. That building is about 4b yards from my house and in 
front of that building on tbe other side of the road there was a Traffic Police 
Outpost where there are at least 100 police officers. I he House will be 
surprised to hear— and I am an eye-witness- that the whole of tlmt house 
was ransacked. It took two hours to deal that house of all its belongings 
and the police were looking An I sent one of my clerks to interfere and 
stop because the Baja was not in the house; be bad left previously. The 
reply my clerk got was “those people are taking to whom the property 
belongs" and, Sir, people came out with all their booty and I received a 
report that a member ol a certain Provincial Service went home with a silver 
tea tray as a part of the loot. 

I am not here concerned with the details ol this nauseating event. I do 
not wi-h to discuss how these disturbances began, who was responsible, but 
I cert ainl y want the House to consider why is it that the trouble was allowed 
to grow to gigantic proportions till wit hin 24 hours the entire situation was 
out of control. Now, Sir, I have not been an eye-witness of everything 
that occurred but one who has suffered most. I am not a young man with a 
stout heart but, Sir, I am supposed to have something like that sort of grit 
which can face unpleasant situation, but this time my nerves completely 
broke down. We could not sleep, batch after batch of ruffians knocked at 
our doors and every moment seemed to he our last. It seemed, Sir, that not 
only had British rule ended but that some modern Nadir Shah had come 
upon Calcutta and had given up the city to rapine, plunder and pillage. 
Sir, each time I tried to get into touch with police officers I was told that 
I was to contact the (Control Boom. I do not know, Sir, who w'as controlling 
the Control Room, but whenever I w anted some kind of help the reply came 
that my complaint has been noted and will he attended to in proper time. 
Then, Sir, I sometimes tried to get into touch with high officials of Govern- 
ment House. I was told that none but Government servants were allowed 
to use the telephone to get into touch with the household of His Excellency 
the Governor. Police officers would not listen, the control office would not 
control, the Government House would not listen. Sir, in these circumstance* 
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til# great killing went on and it is undisputed that this thing would never 
have happened if the police and the military had taken strong measures on 
Friday, the 16 th, when the trouble began. It would have been nipped in 
the bud that very day, and therefore the conclusion is inevitable that 
although the police may not be responsible for the origin of disturbances, 
they are directly responsible for the great loss of human life and if an 
impartial enquiry is held and these police officers can be spotted, my opixiion 
is that they deserve to be hanged, drawn and quartered publicly on charges 
of murder and abetment of murder. 

Sir, I was deeply distressed on seeing what was happening in the 
Assembly House this afternoon. These tumultuous scenes were not befit- 
ting a solemn occasion like this. Already, Sir, we have blackened our faces 
before the whole civilised world and have demonstrated to satisfaction that 
the Hindus and the Muslims cannot live together. It would be a tragedy 
if a debate of such importance cannot be carried on in an atmosphere free 
from passion and prejudice and culm judgment should not be allowed to get 
the better of any racial, communal or other considerations. 

Sir, I will not take up the time of the House. Much of what I wanted 
to say as regards the police has been said by my friend Mr. Ispahani. There 
is one point about police inactivity to which I should refer because a passing 
reference has been made to it by Mr. Ispahani but be did not give the 
details. Quite within a stone’s throw of Lallbazar, the Scotland Yard of 
Calcutta, Limton Watch Company at the junction of Bowbazar and Dalhousie 
Square was looted. The whole ceremony of looting took about 2 or 2^ 
hours. Police officers came but only to take part in the loot. One of my 
friends who somehow managed to see what was going on told me that half 
an hour after the loot people were seen rushing out with wrist watches and 
other articles of value and most of them were policemen. Now, Sir, these 
are matters which require explanation. Possibly the Chief Minister will 
not be able to reply, because lie has not got all t lie materials before him. 
Blit these are matters which require to be carefully looked into, in order 
that any future recurrence of what has taken place may be effectively 
prevented. 

As regards these motions 1 think, Sir, they have been somewhat in- 
opportune and if 1 may he permitted to say so somewhat ill-advised. As 
has been pointed out already b\ some of the speakers we are going to have 
a Commission to sit and investigate into all the matters connected with these 
disturbances. We are discussing here practically many of the important 
issues which are tub juduc before that Tribunal. 

Secondly, Sir, I leel that while we are discussing these affairs in this 

House issues of far greater moment and importance are hanging in the 

balance in the talks that are going on in Delhi. While we are shouting 
here, the fate of India is going to he decided not by resolutions here and 
there, hut in White Hall and in Delhi. It would have Wen better if we had 
waited and seen what would he the upshot and the result of the talks which 
are now going on between the Viceroy and the party leaders. I am 

optimistic in this respect. 1 feel, Sir, that all will end well. If there is a 

Coalition Government at the Centre, there is no reason why there should 
not be a Coalition Government in all the Provinces. (Cries of “hear, hear” 
from the Government Party Benches.) Sir, 1 have been a great believer in 
Coalition Government. In March. only a week before I resigned, I 

wrote two letters to Sir John Herbert and l told him that Bengal was faced 
with a critical situation and if Bengal was to he saved, there should be in 
office not a Cabinet of <me Party or other hut a Cabinet represented by all 
the parties in the country. I also said that if for any reason I am a 
hindrance to the formation of that Cabinet, I am not only prepared to resign 
but to guarantee that 1 will not ask for any seat In that Cabinet, To that 
opinion, Sir, I adhere. I will work ceaselessly now that I am a member of 
the only representative political organisation of the Muslim for the formation 
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of Coalition Governments. I want to see nonce established in the oountnr* 
I am not for war; I am for peace. I will <lo my best to restore friendly 
relations between the various communities. I have not joined the Muslim 
League for self-advertisement or self-aggrandisement. The Muslim League 
cupboard is now empty. They can offer me nothing. The most opportune 
moment to join the the Muslim League would have been before the election., 
I might have had an easy entry into this House followed by an honoured 
place in the Cabinet. I leave now come at a time when the future of the 
Muslim League is enveloped in darkness. The wind© Muslim League army, 
if I may call it so, are waiting for a clarion call and if the bugle is sounded* 
we shall he marching to a terrible doom. 1 have not come here for personal 
gain. When the news came that I have joined the Muslim League some of 
the newspapers said that it was a sort of somersault. Some said 1 have 
betrayed the confidence of niv erstwhile colleagues. 1 have done nothing of 
the kind. My colleagues, new and old, nun rest assured that I will do 
nothing to betray not merely the interests of the Muslims hut the interests 
of any community. J^east of all l hope' I will do nothing which will hinder 
the march of India towards freedom and liberty. I shall hope for peace, l 
wish for peace and 1 shall strive for peace. If 1 niunot establish peaceful 
relations between the' communities, e\en with the help of the organisation 
to which I belong, even with the tremendous influence which that organis- 
ation wields in the Muslim community in India, if I fail, it is my resolve 
to retire entirely from politics. 1 will take no part in bickering. I will not 
forget those happy days when l used to work with the members of the 
Opposition. I am looking forward to happy da\s of close contact, and co- 
ordination with the members of the Muslim League. It is m> desire so to 
conduct the meetings and discussions in my party that all attempts to bring 
about peace relations between Ihe parties may prevail. After all even these 
disturbances have shown that Indians especially Bengalees, are not so bad 
as a mere contemplation of that holocaust may lead one to think. There 
have been golden deeds which do honour to any race or any nation or tribe 
of any part of the world. There is an example of Judge M. N. lianerjee, 
one* of the advocates of our Court, who gave up his life in order to save a 
Muslim youth. There is the story of a Muslim woman in whose house 
Hindus had taken refuge. The mob came and knocked at her door and 
asked her to open the door. She refused. She stood at the door and barred 
the entrance of these ruffians, something like Catherine Douglas of Scottish 
history. These rufiians broke open the door and trampled upon her body. 
That took sometime, meanwhile the Hindu refugees escaped. While men 
and women exist who will suffer and thus die, hope* for our future cannot 
be lost. Let us remember that in t he presence in India of so many races, 
tribes and religion, there is something of the divine, that there iH a divine 
purpose behind every thing. Let our endeavour he for the achievement of 
a more prosperous country and a much happier pcnjple. 

Mr, KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir. In the heat and 
passion of the debate there is a danger of our forgetting and confusing the 
real issue before the House. Now that we are nearing the end of this 
debate, I would like to remind the House of the issue which we are discuss- 
ing and the issue on which we shall be called upon to vote. Putting it 
negatively, it is not, who or what started the riot. The issue before the 
House is not, which of the two communities suffered most. The issue Iiefore 
the House is certainly not , whether more Muslims than Hindus, or more 
Hindus than Muslims were killed. Mr. Speaker, Sir, it has been said that 
this vote of censure is inopportune. That a Commission of Enquiry has been 
appointed and we should have waited for the verdict of tluit Commission. 
We, Sir, on this side of the House, strongly differ from that view. The 
vote of censure is a political action by which we are seeking to remove this 
Ministry, which we consider is responsible for the terrible tragedy that took 
place in this city, and is even now threatening the entire province of Bengal. 
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No Commission of Enquiry can do that. After all, what can this Commit 
tion of Enquiry do? The utmost the Commission of Enquiry can do is tc 
say that such and such steps should have been taken or that such 
and such a thine should not have been done. I ask the Hon’ble 
Members to remember what political or practical benefit did we get out of 
the Dacca Riot Enquiry Commission. Does anybody remember that as a 
result of that Commission a single officer was found guilty of negligence of 
duty, or was any officer dismissed because he failed to do his duty when the 
Dacoa Riot took place? I think not. Coming nearer, Sir, consider the 
Great Famine Enquiry that took place the other day. As a result of that 
enquiry, is the Government showing more forethought as regards supplies? 
Is there less irruption in the administration? Have the persons who were 
guilty of wastage, of corruption, of nepotism been punished? I do not want 
to be misunderstood. I do not mean that we are opposed to this kind of 
enquiry, but a Commission ot Enquiry can after all give a judicial verdict. 
What we require to-day is a political action for the remedy of this evil. 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am saying this only lieoau.se 1 am surprised to find that 
a political party chooses to remain neutral on an occasion like this. If ever 
there was an occasion to pass a judgment, to gi\e a verdict, this was the 
occasion. If you are leally convinced that there was no breakdown of law 
and order m the city of Calcutta then please say so. If you think that the 
Police did their duty and did it adequately, then you should say that . If 
you think that the llnii’ble the Chief Minister in charge of law and order, 
is not really responsible tor the Law and Order ol this Province, then it is 
your clear duty to vote for the Go\ eminent. Hut neutrality on such an 
issue shows utter political vacuity and callousness It is a clear dereliction 
of your duty as a member ot this Hegislytuie. Now, Sir, what is this issue? 
The issue is simple. The issue is, was there, or was there not, a total break- 
down of law and order in the city ot Calcutta? If so, do the llon’hle the 
Chief Minister and his colleagues, who are lesponsible tor the maintenance 
of law and order, deserve censure for tilts breakdown which caused the loss 
of property worth mores ot rupees, mjuiy to ‘JO, 000 and death to a, 000 
Hindus and Muslims ot this city, or do they not? It is nol necessarv to 
devote much time to convince the honourable members, especially those who 
were in ( ulcuttu at the time, that there was no law and order in Calcutta 
from the 10th ot August tor several days; that Government had completely’ 
ceased to function; that shops were looted— gunshops — shops in DalhmiMe 
Squuie within a stone s throw trom Ealbazar Police Headquarters — houses 
were set on tire, mass murders were committed, lommunal groups fought in 
the streets with lethal weapons. Many members were eve-witnesses to 
incidents, horrors of which will haunt them throughout ‘ their lives. I 
personally witnessed two mass attacks and attempts at arson. This was on 
the 1 < th morning. One was a house next to ours and the other on a house 
within two minutes’ walk from my house. Hut, Sir, it is not necessary to 
mention incidents. When a, 000 persons are killed and 20,000 injured in a 
city within the course of 4 days no description of incidents, and no argument 
is necessary to prove that there was no law and order in Calcutta for those 
days. It is I hope admitted on all sides of this House that there was a 
complete breakdown of law’ and order. 

Tliat brings us to the next question — whether those who are responsible 
for law and order took any step to prevent the rioting. But before I go into 
that I would like to deal briefly with the background of this disturbance, 
because that will prove that the police should have known that celebration 
of the Direct Action Day was not going to be a peaceful one. The Muslim 
League had been preparing for this day. It had issued an appeal to all 
Muslims to observe the day*. It hud organised a Volunteer Corps. But, I 
am afraid, Sir, we did not see any appeal from any responsible leader of the 
League asking the Muslim public not to interfere with those who did not 
ugrue with them in this matter. On the contrary, there were highly exciting 
articles in the Muslim League papers preaching ‘unrestrained hatred of other 
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communities. Even my friend Khwaja Nasimuddin, whom we all have 
known as an upholder of law and order, hinted that the League was not 
restricted to non-violence. It was also obvious that there was an organisation 
behind this hooliganism. They shouted the shme slogans, they acted in the 
same way. It was obvious that they were obeying orders. They had 
sufficient supply of petrol. They had numerous lorries. In Beniapukur 
area they compelled Hindus to sign Pakistan pledges which were later oil 
published in the “Azad’\ They forcibly <xmverted persons to Islam. 

.Now, what was the Police doing all the time these preparations w era 
being made ? A\ e would like to know, it the Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment hod made any report regarding preparations that were being made for 
armed procession. Every member in this House, every person in Calcutta 
knows that no precautionary measure was taken. There was not a single 
police man anywhere in Calcutta, Even the ordinary precaution which is 
taken during the Moluirrum or the Puja procession oi sending some police- 
men with the procession was not taken. Even after looting and assault 
began on the morning oi the Kith, even after the gun-shop in Chowringhee 
was looted, the police did not make any effective move. All appeals for help 
from the police prov ed useless. Looting, murder, arson took place before 
them without their making any arrest. Everybody who upproached the 
police got the .same reply -“No orders". tin occasion hundrtMl times less 
serious — we have seen machine-guns m the streets of Calcutta. Military or 
police petrol — l do not know which came out in the evening of the second 
day, but they drove along the mam mads at 4(1 miles an hour without stop- 
ping to arrest hooligans or rescue those who were m dangei. 

Now. how can one explain this I' It cannot be mere inefficiency'. There 
must have been some deep-laid conspiracy somewhere. If the Hon'hle the 
(- hiei Minister was no party to it, then he should throw some light on this 
mysterious affair. We had been told that the jwdice was not strong enough 
to deal with the crowd. I hey had not, it is said, sufficient number, sufficient 
resources Thai explanation, we believe, is talso. Every Inaly saw that 
even the most murderous crowd ran away at the sight of half a dozen armed 
policemen. A single sergeant was able to effect a rescue trom among a 
number <>i hooligans. As a matter ot tact any uniform was respected. 
During all these riots not a single (sdiceniun, not a single officer, had suffered 
any injury. 1 lie real ta< t is that the mob knew somehow- -1 do not know 
how that they would not be interfered with, and L do not think that they 
were wrong Had not then own leader, the Clnet Minister of Bengal, given 
the marching order •? Was not their own (iovernment in power in Bengali 
Were they not promised during the election that Pakistan would be 
established and that the house* and properties of the Hindus were at the 
disposal ol the baithful? Even their lives were at their mercy. Did not the 
League (iovernment forgetting its duty to other communities declare the 
lffth oi August a public holiday? Why? — even the (Vmimissioner of Police 
helped to make the celebration successful by persuading the bus drivers not 
to ply their buses. Mr. Speaker, is it any wonder then that the hooligans, 
when they are arrested for loot, and carnage, murder and arson, exclaim in 
surprise that they had done all ihese under instruction, and it was under- 
stood that the police would do nothing to them. So much for the police. 

Now, Sir, let me in passing examine t he machinery, 1 mean the adminis- 
trative machinery of Bengal, which is expected to deal with the communal 
situation. We have a suspicion that the posting of officers has been made 
in such a way that in .some districts all the administrative officers from the 
District Magistrate to the t hana officers are Muslims. I would like to know 
how' many District Officers to-day are Muslims, how many Hindus, and bow 
many Europeans. I would like the Hon’hle the Thief Minister to tell us the 
number of Superintendents of Police, and how many of them are Muslims, 
how many Hindus and how many Europeans. I would also like him to state 
the number of thanas of Bengal, and now many thana officers are Muslim*, 
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and bow many Hindus. I do not wish to cast any reflection on oil Muslim 
officers that they are all communal nor am I foolish enough to claim that 
Hindu officers are all non-communal but it is undeniable that the canker of 
coinmunalism hds affected "the 'services. No Hindu feels safe, if the offioer 
is a Muslim, and I believe that a Muslim feels the same if the officer is a 
Hindu. But unfortunately for the Hindus, with the advent of the League 
Ministry most of the key positions not reserved for Europeans have gone to 
the Muslim officers. Even during the riots in Calcutta, Hindu officers have 
been transferred and our protest was of no avail. Therefore, Sir, this 
conspiracy of crushing the minority community in Bengal began not with 
the Direct Action Day. It began much earlier. It began from the first day 
the League Ministry took office. It was their deliberate plan to fashion the 
administrative machinery in such a way that the minority community would 
be reduced to utter helplessness. One of the worst things that the League 
■Government has done is to introduce coinmunalism into the state machinery. 
It has totally corrupted the Government machinery, and God knows if we 
would ever have an administration which would deal fairly and honestly with 
all communities. Mr. Speaker, it is difficult to deal with all the points one 
would like to within the short time at our disposal but the tense situation 
in East Bengal cannot be ignored. Stories of looting and murder in the 
rural area have appeared in the pres*. In some parts of East Bengal travel- 
ling by railway or Ixxats has been extremely unsafe. The situation in the 
city of Dacca has deteriorated. Mass attacks, looting, arson, stabbing are 
taking place unchecked by the police. To add to all this, discrimination in 
imposing fine has been alleged. I beg to draw the special attention of the 
Government to this disturbing feature. 

Now, Sir, if the House is convinced as it is bound to be convinced that 
law and order did break down, it it is convinced that those in charge of law 
and order did not take any timely step to prevent the terrible events of 
August, we come to the final issue, — who is responsible for this terrible 
''calamity? We come to the inevitable conclusion that the responsibility 
must fall on the Hon’ble the Chief Minister and on his colleagues. It is 
not that they are guilty of acts of omission only, they are guilty of acts of 
commission also. They played the dual role. They with others organised 
the demonstration of the Direct Action Day. They delivered speeches in- 
flaming the ignorant mind. They and their lieutenants roused communal 
freuzy to the utmost limit. That is one side. On the other side, being at 
the head of the Government of the province — being responsible for law and 
order — they remained inactive as a matter of policy. I say they went 
further — they used the Government machinery for communal purpose — they 
sabotaged law and order from inside. 

Mr. Speaker, the prospect of Bengal is utterly gloomy. I see no prospect 
of return of confidence — no establishment of communal harmony, no good 
and honest Government if this Ministry continues to be in power. I charge 
this Ministry being solely responsible for the arson, looting, murder and 
rape that took place during those unforgettable days. I charge them with 
corrupting the entire administration of Bengal with communal bitterness. 

1 know it is easy to maintain oneself in power by a communal majority. 
But Bengal is not limited to this House. The verdict of the people — the 
verdict of all decent -minded people of all communities will be on our side. 

Mr. Speaker, I support both the motions that have been moved in this 
House. 

\ The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Speaker. Sir, let me 
f as I begin, pay on behalf of every single member in this House and of the 
House itself our humble tribute of penitence and regret to those innocents 
who lost their lives in the terrible carnage that beset Calcutta on the lfith of 
August and the subsequent days, and our sympathies and condolences to the 
members of the bereaved families, to the widows and the orphans, the 
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fatherless and motherless sons and the soilless fathers and mothers who live 
to mourn their loss. Let this terrible thing which has happened be a lesson 
to those who may still think that we are playing politics, with 
Ministries, with no-confidence motions, with the battle-door and the shut- 
tlecock of power under the shadow oi the British Haj. Today politics is 
much more earnest and real. Today it is not merely the transference of 
power which is involved but the lives of the people. It is uot merely a 
question of forensics and fulminutions, of debating ability, of making a 
point here or there. It is not a matter of tactical victories, of gloating over 
advantages won by shabby trickeries. Today politics is real, vital and 
earnest. I will hence not attempt to make points hut to narrate before the 
House the factual position as I understand it. 1 am doing so iu the hope 
that all of us will draw a lesson from what has happened and gone before, and 
so mend our hearts and our minds and our ways that there may he no repeti- 
tion of those horrible days which will haunt us as a nightmare till the end 
of our lives. Mar it come to pass that those who have died have not died 
in vain, and on their graves let us build a memorial of abiding peace and 
co-operation and strive to work for the common welfare of the various 
peoples that inhabit this sub-continent. 

A terrible catastrophe has occurred, the most terrible iu the annals of 
India within recent times, and the blame must naturally fall on the Govern- 
ment of the day until it can prove that it did all in its power and within 
the limits of its resources. 1 feel that when passions still run high, when 
political affiliations govern votes, it is only an impartial tribunal that can 
ever arrive at the correct facts and give a proper appreciation oj the inci- 
dents. and hence J lost no time in taking steps to set up u Commission of 
Enquiry of unimpeachable judgment and integrity. 1, however, do not 
seek that refuge in placing the buds before the House as I see it, for I owe 
an explanation to the House itself and the members of the public outsid" 

It seems to me that the incidents which took place were the bounden 
results ot a chain of circumstances in various fields of life, results indeed 
the magnitude ot which no one could foresee and which was outside tha 
experience of eveiyone. The first ami the mosi important link in the chain 
are undoubtedly those iaotois which produced political tension between the 
Hindus and the Muslims ot an unimaginable and unforeseeable degree. 
The difleiing ideologies of Pakistan and H indust halt were being asserted 
by Muslims and by Hindus iu their separate camps with unyielding vigour 
and determination backed by threats of civil war. Each party went to the 
polls in the lust election and appealed for support to the electorate on this 
i-Mie. The Muslims almost unanimous \oted foi Pakistan. Even those 
who defeated the Muslim League candidates went to the polls w'ith 
Pakistan pn their lips, nay, often as greater protagonists of Pakistan 
.than the leaguers themselves. The Congress won its victories on the issue 
of undivided Hindusthan. I leave aside the poor Scheduled Castes and the 
Adibasis who vainly struggled for self-expression but were overwhelmed by 
the Caste Hindu votes or deemed if expedient to accept the Congress tickets 
and Congress benefactions. But all this remained academic until firstly 
the Parliamentary Party and subsequently the Cabinet Mission came out to 
frame a plan for evolving a new constitution and for installing an Interim 
Government. This is not the time or the place to go into the details of 
the labours of the Cabinet Mission but the background of the tension lietween 
the Hindus and the Muslims cannot he complete unless I touch upon 
some of the aspects. The Congress met immediately after the long-term 
proposals w'ere announced. Mr. Gandhi first gave his blessings to the 
pioposals and the very next day found them full of blemishes and pitfalls. 
The Muslim League allowed the proposals to be properly digested and then 
convened a meeting of its Working Committee and of the Council in the 
beginning of June. The Congress promptly adjourned its sitting till after 
the dates fixed by the Muslim League. Believing in the good faith of the 
Cabinet Mission, believing that it meant to implement its assurances and 
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pledges, the Muslim League accepted the long-term plan, and the statesnmn- 
ihip of Mr. Jinnah was immediately acclaimed throughout the world. The 
Congress met and put constructions on the long-term plan widely different 
from the constructions put by the Cabinet Mission, and with its own reserva- 
tions and constructions pretended to accept the long-term plan which was 
no acceptance at all. I need not go deeper into the story, for the manner 
in whicn the Muslim League was betrayed by the Cabinet Mission on the 
very last day i viz., on the 25th of June, is now established history. Muslim 
India was thunderstruck at this shhmeless betrayal. We were under the 
belief that those days had passed when politics was a game of chicanery and 
treachery. Britain had travelled far from the days of Clive, it had in- 
creased in moral stature and had sacrificed the lives of its children in two 
world wars in defence of treaties and of solemn pledges. Politics was now 
more open. Negotiations were taking place before the very eyes of an 
anxious world, and no Muslim at least dreamt that his nation would he 
betrayed so brazen -facedly by three of Britain’s most eminent ambassadors, 
and yet this did come to pass. I have not met one single Englishman who 
has not hung his head in shame at the manner in which the Muslim League 
was betrayed by the Cabinet Mission. And so in the end the great panjan- 
drums of Britain decided to hand over power to the Congress and to exclude 
the Muslim League, and in the end the Muslims in desperation derided 
rather to tread the thorny path of sacrifice, even of annihilation, through 
direct action than bun for ever their cheiished goal of Pakistan. So, on 
one side the Muslims were burning with resentment against the British 
Government for its signal betrayal. It is true that the Congress had allied 
itself with the British Government and had accepted an Interim Govern- 
ment to the exclusion of the Muslims. But the Muslim League, so far as 
I know its mind, though resentful of the Congress attitude, still deemed 
British Imperialism its chief foe for having played fast and loose with the 
Muslims. But what, of the Congress? Alas! they took their position too 
seriously! Or seriously their conscience was troubling them for having 
accepted office through devious means to the exclusion r»l tin* Muslims. 
They deemed that their entry in the Interim Government as Members of 
the \ iceroy’s Executive Council had given ihcm unlimited power; it the 
Muslims raised their heads, the\ would be crushed and ei united ca-il\ 
Direct action they considered us directed against them and not against the 
British power whose successors they fondly imagined thenisehes to he. 1 
believe they feared that if direct action would succeed, it might induct* 
His Majesty’s Government to modify their offer of power to tin* Congress 
and they would lose tin* throne which they had captured and which in their 
imagination far outshone the wealth of Ormuz anti of Iml. And such 
indeed was their panic that they considered the shadow of direct action to 
be direct action itselt. August Hi was declared by the Muslim 
League as a dav for explaining the viewpoint of the Muslim League and 
that the Muslims should prepare themselves to pass from constitutional to 
unconstitutional action in defence of the Muslim cause when the call came. 
Some mischievous persons — I am sure that this was not done by the Muslim 
League as I have had it from the Quaid-e-Azam himself — designated that 
day as Direct Action Day giving the impression that on that day direct 
action would lie undertaken. Indeed, Sir, some of the speeches of the 
honourable members opposite prove that they are still labouring under the 
imnression that the Muslims intended to resort to direct action on that day 
and that they did so and some even think that that day was observed only 
in Bengal. It is a thousand pities that the Hindus of Bengal and of 
Calcutta were determined to sec that August the 16th should not be a success 
under the mistaken belief that if the Muslims made that dav a success 
Pakistan would be established. The 16th August had Wen declared by me 
a holiday. That was done for the purpose of minimising conflicts, but the 
Hindu newspapers and leaders deliberately interpreted it in a different light 
and exhorted their young mea to oppose it in all possible ways. I knew 
that the feeling was running so high amongst the Muslims that holiday or 
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no holiday, they were determined to leave their work and attend the 
demonstration and meetings convened on that day throughout Bengal. It 
was not proclaimed, as some suggest, to make the demonstration a success 
so as to enable the Muslims to join it without difficulty. They would have 
joined the demonstration in any event. 1 knew what had happened in 
previous hartals. I shall have occasion to refer to this later. When one 
section called a hartal , other sections, even though anxious to go about 
their work, had been compelled to observe the hartal by violence and intimi- 
dation. It a holiday was proclaimed, there would he no necessity or occa- 
sion to compel any section to leave work and there would be no need for 
violence and intimidation. 1 felt that howe\er much we may ask the 
Muslims to keep to themselves and wo did ask them fo do so, there would 
he an inclination on their part to appeal to Hindus to observe hartal with 
them, for had the> not observed hartal on previous occasions along with the 
Hindus against their inclination and could they not, therefore, expect 
similar co-operation? I hoped that if I proclaimed n holiday, the Hindus 
in their turn would gladly avail themselves of the facility thus offered and 
would close their shops without being persuaded to do so by Muslims. On 
the previous day 1 appealed to the Hindu leaders tor sympathy and co- 
operation. Alas! the Hindu leaders could not sec eye to eye with me. 
Alas! on the 14th and the loth August they exhorted* the Hindus, to keep 
their shops open and not on any account to listen to the Muslims. Alas! 
the Hindus were charged to resist the slightest appeal to keep their shops 
closed. Alas! the Hindus were made to consider that if they had kept 
their simps closed, that would be equivalent to observing hartal. It would 
mean supporting tin* demand of the Muslims; it would mean admitting the 
demand of Pakistan 1 need not refer to the reports of tin* speeches made 
by the top leaders. The translation of a leaflet widely circulated by the 
Hindu M a ha su\ a will he sufficient evidence to enforce my point. I give 
a complete translation of the leaflet : 

“Kith August. Beware !“ 

“I he Muslim League has declared the Kith of August as the ‘direct Action 
i^antjratn - Wan Hay and on that very day public ban been asked to observe 
hartal. That day has been proclaimed as such for the Muslim League to 
attain Pakistan. 

That was far from the mind of any Muslim. The Bengali Hindus and 
every non-Muslim is opposed to Pakistan. Under these circumstances to 
observe hartal on the lfith as proclaimed by the League or to help them in 
any way would mean supporting their demand. The Bengali Hindus can 
never do that. 

The League Ministry had the audacity to declare that day as u holiday. 
The aim of it is very clear. By this method that day Government. Hindu 
employees will he forced to observe hartal. The Hindus will have to give a 
clear reply to this high-handedness of the Muslim League. It is the clear 
duty of every Hindu that he will do his usual normal duty and no Hindu, 
non-Muslim or anti-League Muslim shall observe hartal nor will he allow 
anyone to observe hartal, and for this they must unitedly try. We appeal 
to the general public that on that day they will normally work and not bend 
their head** and stand up to any forcible compulsion that may be tried against 
them. 

Remember that to observe hartal means to admit the demand of 
Pakistan.” 

It is an extraordinary leaflet and gives political incitement to the young 
men of that community. 

The signatories are— 

SKri Satish Lahiri, General Secretary, All-India Hindu Mahasabha. 
Sbri Narendra Nath Das, Joint President, Bengal Provincial Hindu 
Mahasabha. 



w MOTIONS OF NO-CONFIDENCE. [20th Sew., 

Shri Makban Lai Biswas, Secretary, Bengal Provincial Hindu 
Mahasabha. 

Shri Dhirendra Kumar Ghosh, Secretary, Provincial Hindu Shakti 
Sangha. 

Shri Satkori Itai, President, Provincial Hindu Student Federation. 

It is not necessary lor me to say more other than emphasize the following 
sentences, “nor will the Hindus, non-Muslims, or anti-League Muslims 
allow anyone to observe hartal and for this they must unitedly try”. This 
is clearly directed against the Muslims observing hartal , and remember this 
must have been so considered by the young Hindus in whose hands the 
leaflets were distributed and later ‘‘Remember that to observe hartal means 
to admit the demand of Pakistan. ” 

This was the political background on the 10th of August, 1946, a back- 
ground which would never have seen the light of the day had not the Cabinet 
Mission betrayed the Muslim League on the one hand, installed the Congress 
on the other without the Muslim League and sowed the seeds of dissension 
between us two and quietly slipped away to watch the results. I do not 
blame or charge the Cabinet Mission with mala fides when they came out in 
this country, but I certainly do say that before they left, what they left 
behind divided the Hindus and Muslims into such warring camps that for a 
long time to come until the Hindus and Muslims sit together and settle the 
differences amongst themselves, the sore will not be healed and we may find 
ourselves continuously fighting with each other with the most deplorable 
prospect. (A voice kkom jjik Conukkks Benches: You accept joint 
electorate.) 

The second series of links in the chain which was responsible for the 
catastrophe was the general spirit ot lawlessness in the Province. 
Immediately after the general election* in Great Britain, that is to say, after 
August, 1945, when the Labour Party gained an overwhelming victory at 
the polls, certain important decisions were taken at the very highest levels 
in this land and outside regarding the interference of the police with political 
demonstrations. On the one hand, the Labour Party’s policy with regard to 
India had been clearly defined in the Party’s election manifesto where com- 
plete independence was assured as soon as it could he contrived after a settle- 
ment between the Indian groups; on the other hand, the political leader^ 
within the country refused to believe in the sincerity of the British Govern- 
ment, and inflammatory public speeches were made from all platforms. It 
would appear that the Government did little either to defend itself or to stem 
the rising wave of lawlessness. In fact this decision formed the beginning 
of a series of lawlessness which swept this country and paralysed all the 
demoralisations which overtook the authorities of law and order. It is quite 
clear that a policy of non-interferehee with political demonstrations was 
pursued and civil liberties were made co-terminus with lawlessness. The 
propaganda in favour of the Indian National Army followed on Government’s 
action agaiust certain of its members. We still remember vividly the 
incidents of November, 1945, when students were utilized to enter the pro- 
hibited area, and these attempts were repulsed in Dharamtolla Street by the 
police with the use of firearms on the 20th of November, 1945, and a second 
attempt also by the use of firearms on the 21st November for which use they 
were subsequently pilloried and condemned by the local public opinion. On 
both occasions the police were attacked by -riotous members of the assemblies. 
Public sympathy W’as aR in favour of the students, and the persons killed or 
wounded by the firing* were proclaimed martyrs. Soon after violence and 
arson broke out in various parts of Calcutta directed mainly against the 
military and the police personnel. The Bhowanipore police-station in South 
Calcutta was attacked bv a mob and a Deputy Commissioner was injured, 
and scores of military vehicles were burnt. As the police were the target for 
most of 4be attacks, the official policy was frame*! during the section 93 
regime of not allowing police personnel on the streets in troublous times, 
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except in parties sufficiently numerous or adequately armed to defend them* 
selves, and this was the policy which was apparently followed in dealing with 
the situation of the 16th of August. Then after that came the February 
disturbances. Two processions of students entered the prohibited area oil 
the 11th of February, 1946, and were dispersed by police lathi charges. A 
subsequent procession was taken out and although it is admitted that the 
processionists had nothing to do with the violence winch followed, no sooner 
had the processions dispersed than the military and Government lorries were 
burnt commencing in Central Avenue area, and attacks were made on Anglo- 
Indians. For the next two days violent attacks continued on Government 
and European institutions and on the persons of Government officers in 
uniform and on Europeans and Anglo-Indians. Alt ticks were made on 
police-stations and post offices and on several institutions. The riot which 
followed received general support from the public. The military were 
brought out some days after the riots had commenced, and the disturbances 
were quelled by the combined efforts of the military and the police. Than 
there was the ll.l.N. mutiny where for the first time one section of the 
armed forces had shown the tendency, already exhibited by the general 
public, of losing all discipline and respect for authority. The mutiny was 
succeeded bv further instances of disaffection in the army and the police. 
The political leaders by openly encouraging disaffection in the armed forces 
and the police were thus subverting and rendering impotent and inefficient 
the forces which w’ould have to be relied on in tin* event of any internal 
disorder. This is a matter which I would like the House to appreciate. 
Another species of lawlessness that appears to have taken root in Calcutta 
was that aroused by the rash and lawless driving by the military. Xu amount 
of orders by the superior authorities or of cajolery by Government, no amount 
of rules and regulations could control the high and dominant spirits of the 
•military drivers until the people themselves took the law into their own hands 
and became lawless themselves, and whenever a pedestrian was knocked down 
thrashed the driver and burnt the vehicle. I ndoubtedly this action was 
most reprehensible, but it worked and rash driving abated of itself; and 
lawlessness found itself at a premium. The general wave of unrest found 
expression also m labour strikes. The first big post-war strike wus the > 
Tramway strike of September, 194o. The strike lever grew in 1946, and 
there were countless industrial stoppage’s and un astronomical number of lost 
working days. Each major strike was eagerly supported by the more 
extremist political parties, and attempts were made to distort it into *i 
freedom struggle. Large mobs of workers ran loose in the streets of 
Calcutta. Public transport services were interrupted on the slightest provo- 
cation. A threatened railway strike in June was averted by the Government 
of India acceding to a great many of the workers’ demands. The postal 
workers then put forward a list of demands. The right and possibly the 
justification for these workers to strike is not the point in issue, but the 
effect on the public as a whole was to increase the feeling of disregard and 
disrespect for authority which had been engendered by the November and 
February disturbances. On the 29th of July, 1946, a genera] strike was 
organised by the All-India Trade Union Congress to give support to the 
postal workers. In general the strike proceeded peacefully, hut the picket- 
ing indulged in at Writers’ Buildings and the Clive Street mercantile offices 
was decidedly forcible, and varying degrees of force were used to persuade 
loyal workers — Anglo-Indians, Hindus and Muslims — from attending to their 
duties. At the All-India Radio Station women were employed as pieketers, 
and for a short time they overran the station, dislocated the wireless 
programmes and attempted to blockade the entrance into the building and to 
attack the police party. This incident is significant in that it is the first 
concerted effort to mobilise women in an effort to subvert the authority of 
the forces responsible for law apd order. Women were subsequently utilised 
a* picketers at the office of the Imperial Bank of India where a strike of 
^inployees commenced on the 1st of August, and this strike was actually in 
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operation on the fateful 16th of August' at 10-30 a.m. when the Chief 
Secretary and the Commissioner of Police went to the Imperial Bank to 
examine the position created by these women picketers. There were also 
incidents at the Assembly when crowds came within the Assembly buildings 
on various occasions and defied the authority of the Police. There were 
frequent hartals for the slightest cause and for political reasons. A hartal 
was suddenly proclaimed on receipt of a report that Pandit Pawaharlal 
Nehru had been wounded in Kashmir. In most of these ca-ses violence was 
used by the mob on people going about their ordinary vocations. They were 
made to walk, military and private motor cars were smashed and burnt, ties 
and hats were taken off, persons were assaulted, people were forced to close 
their shops, offices were picketed and the police looked on helplessly. It will 
be realised that the Police can hardly take action where the entire community 
adopts a lawless spirit and its representatives favour that spirit of lawless- 
ness. It is inevitable that one day the community will have to pay the 
penalty for such a course of conduct. As the Times of India lias put it on 
the 19th, “These Congress-inspired demonstrations of a violent character 
since (he end of the War have engendered a contempt tor authority, the 
bitter harvest of which Calcutta is reaping to-day. 

These factors inevitably bad their repercussions on the morale of the 
Police force. Police officers were chary of dealing with political disturbances. 
They were chary of using force through fear of being pilloried by the public. 
They were chary in using any but the minimum force for any specific 
occasion. It is said that it they had used th<» sufficiency of force and showed 
their preparedness and power early in the morning the other occurrences 
might not have occurred. Police cannot use force on uny one occasion with 
a view to the future and the Requirement of the future. It can only use force 
to suit an occasion. ‘ 

It is with this background that the fateful IGth of August dawned. No 
reports were to hand of any preparedness on the part of either the Hindus 
or the Muslims. Hartals had taken place before the hartals hud passed off 
fairly peacefully with onlv minor troubles. As lias been given evidence of 
by no less a person than Mr. Kazlul II uq when he first got information of 
the occurrence on the morning of the 16th he thought that it was a minor 
occurrence similar to those a hi(di previously took place in Calcutta. 
Apparently that wan the kind of teeling on Friday. The people all co- 
operated with each other in observing hartals . I bad intended to avoid any 
narration of the incidents which might tend to place the blame for the origin 
of the riots on one or the other section of the people but the charges that 
have been levelled against me and the Muslims compel me to say a few 
words. I am grateful to many of my friend* who have spoken on the other 
side who have spared me the charge of engineering these riots or so acting 
as to allow the disturbances to continue from day to day but some others 
have had not so spared me, and though, not directly have sufficiently 
insinuated that 1 was responsible for the riots. I think that it is necessary 
that I should suv something about myself. 1 have stated in another place 
that ever since the assumption of power I have worked hard, in fact I have 
not spared myself in anv way for the welfare of the province and those who 
have come in contact with me and have seen me working in the Secretariat 
will fully bear this out. I have been charged by Muslims time and again 
for being partial to the Hindus. Head the various papers, you will see that 
everything which I am saying is true. For myself, I have attempted to hold 
the scales even and I ht^ve resisted all efforts which might even remotely be 
considered unfair or victimisation. Amongst the Hindus I have very dear 
friends, friends regarding whom I may say that for their safety and their 
happiness even my life is forfeit. As for the Muslims they have done me 
the honour of electing me the Leader of their party. I love the Muslims of 
Calcutta who look upon me even as their father. I know them intimately 
and I have been brought up amongst them. Would I ever consciously bring 



im .] 


M0TI0N8 OF HO-CONFIDKNOE. 


m 


about a clash between the twoP It is not suggested that I desire that the 
Muslims should be decimated. It is insinuated that I Wanted to get the 
Hindus assaulted. If it had been so, would l have chosen Calcutta where 
the Muslims are in a minority Y Would the Muslims have been left 
unprepared and unprotected so that their houses may be looted and burnt to 
the ground? Would I have asked them to come to the maidan leaving their 
Women and children behind ? Would I have allowed their bustscx to be 
burnt and their women and children murdered? Would 1 have declared a 
public holiday on the Kith of August which would mean that while I would 
draw the Muslims from their homes leave behind the Hindus in their homes 
to look after themselves and ii thej so wish, to uttaek the unprotected 
residences of Muslims. Do the honourable members realise what would have 
happened to the Hindus had the offices remained open and had there heeu a 
major communal conflict as actually did take place? Hindus coming to 
work in their offices from their distant homes would have all been in peril. 
May I say one word too on behalf of the Muslims? 1 am a Muslim and I 
know their mentality. 1 can definitely and categorically state that the 
Muslim was not prepared for a conflict. He had not the slightest indication 
that so much antagonism and so much hatred had been stored up against him. 
He did not realise, being largely illiterate and not reading the Hindu papers, 
that the Hindus were determined not only not to observe hartal* but to resist 
and defy any attempts, indeed any requests to close their shops. Elated 
perhaps by the observance of the day, hopeful perhaps that the Hindus would 
observe the hartal along with him as In* had done along with them he made 
preparations to have a grand holiday und to come to the maidan and con- 
gregate there with lakhs of his brothers Little did In* know what was in 
store for him. Little did lie know that his processions will be stoned, that 
his shops will be burnt and looted that be would be waylaid aud mobbed and 
killed and stabbed, that be would be prevented from going to the maidan. 

It has been suggested b\ ’-mnr members that the Muslims started the 
affray. A verv ingenious dofenre is put forward by Mr. Kundu to explain 
the undeniable fad that the first casualties thut came to the hospital* were 
Muslims. Based on the apocryphal story of a Muslim rickshaw-puller, he 
suggests that all these Muslim casualties were inflicted by other Muslims. I* 
it really seriously suggested that Muslims would have ever dared to attack 
shops of Hindus in Harrison Hoad, Hive Street, Bowba/.ar Street, Collate 
Street, Bhowanipore, Hash Behari Avenue, or any of the great Hindu 
localities where Muslims were obstructed and killed on the very first day? 
Processions coming from Howrah were obstructed at the junction* of Harrison 
Road and Strand Hoad, and as far away us Tollygunge a small procession of 
Muslims coming from Tollygunge under the protection of a Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Police at -‘i p.m. on the 1 fit h was obstructed by huge crowd of Hindus 
on Russa Road near the Bridge and had to return. 

I will not dilate on tin's matter further. It is with great reluctance 
that I have stated what I have. 1 wonder if there is any one present 
here who could have visualised what was in store. I wonder if the 
honourable members opposite when they were playing with the fiery 
impetuously and political idealism of their young men and were charging 
them to resist the hartal realised what a fearful amount of hatred they 
were conjuring against the Muslims and what a tremendous conflagra- 
tion it would cause. Police precautions were taken. Instructions were 
given to the Civil Supplies Department to keep all their vehicles in 
their depots until such time as it might be known whether disturbances 
would take place or not. Similar advice was given to the Oil Companies 
in view of the high vulnerability of their oil tankers and our opinion was 
conveyed to the military that their vehicles should not run unless under 
escort. 

On the 15 th August, the Commissioner of Police informed all polio# 
officers that Jtho Emergency Action Scheme, which had been prepared 
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Wore this Ministry took office, would be brought into operation with 
effect from 8 a.m. on the 16th. It was decided that this time should not 
he made earlier as it was likely that all ranks would be on duty 
throughout the day and it was desired that they should be able to get 
their meals before coming on duty. 

The “Emergency Action” scheme involved the following: — 

(i) The mobilisation of all available men of the armed police and the 
•ending of 200 sepoys to Lall Bazar, with the remainder being held in 
their barracks ready to be sent out at a moment's notice. 

(it) The withdrawal from the streets of all traffic police with half 
being sent to Lall Bazar immediately and the other half held in readiness 
in their barracks. 

In connection with the traffic police it was decided that those traffic 
points which are manned on public holidays should continue to be 
manned on the 16th, as it was considered that the complete withdrawal 
of these men from the streets might create nervousnss and also that 
such withdrawal might be construed into a belief that the police w*ere 
also observing hartal. The number of men involved was small and these 
were all in fact withdrawn from the streets for emergency duties at 
midday. 

( Hi) The setting up of the Control Room at Lall Bazar with all 
telephones manned by officers previously selected. 

(ir) The manning by Intelligence Officers of all police-stations and 
District Headquarters telephones. 

(v) The attendance in the Control Hoorn of Deputy Commissioners, 
Special Branch, Security Control (I). Secuiity Control (II). Public 
Vehicles Department, Detective Department and Headquarters together 
with certain Assistant Commissioners who could he spared from their 
duties. 

(vi) The sending out from police-stations constables in plain clothe* 
for the purpose of collecting intelligence. 

(nil The bringing into headquarters of all Inspectors and sergeants 
from Security Control and Public Vehicles Department. 

(pin) The sending out of mobile patrols on routes where experience 
has shown trouble was likeU , for the purpose of reconnaissance. 

There were in readiness at 8 a.m. either at headquarters or standing 
by in barracks approximately 16 Inspectors, 114 sergeants, 400 armed 
police and 160 traffic police. (Mr. Niharknov Dvtt-Mazumuah : Only 
they appeared nowhere.) 

It will be seen therefore that the police force such as it was was fully 
mobilised on the morning of the 16th. Incidents were reported as early 
as 7 o'clock, but they were of a minor nature, and the two partie* 
were kept apart by the local thana police. But the situation rapidly 
developed and grew from bad to worse. It was however localised, 
and although obstruction was offered to processions passing through 
Hindu areas — several processions which passed through purely Muslim 
and European areas or had come early found their way to the Maidan. 
I hope it will be appreciated that the police force of Calcutta or for the 
matter of that any city, is not recruited to cope with a general 
communal conflagration' in every part of the city. They have been found 
generally sufficient to deal with normal disturbances, and on previous 
occasions even under section 93 regime the military have been called 
out days after the disturbances broke out. Many persons have criticised 
me for attempting to divest myself of responsibility for law and order 
in Calcutta, for making the Commissioner of Police, the scapegoat, 
fir being so ungallant as to shift the responsibility upon him. I want 
tn start* categorically that 1 have no such i nte nt i o n . Th* Qmmissfcnst 
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of Police, to my knowledge, put the Emergency Scheme into operation 
early in the day, an I have told you, at 8 o’clock. He utilised the feme 
at & disposal to the. best of his ability. He accepted all the oalia for 
i—irturn that were made to him at Lall Baxar. He and his office!* 
worked nnoeasingly. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Are you satisfied with the 
action of the police? 

The HtNFtoli Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I will come later on to the 
various charges which have been made against the police. 

How, as I was saying, the Commissioner of Police himself remained 
on duty until the early hours of the 1 7th and he and his officers took 
it by turns to attend at Lall Bazar throughout. But if lie and his police 
force were overwhelmed, it is not his fault, for as 1 have repeatedly 
stated, the police force of Calcutta have not been engaged in sufficient 
numbers to take charge of a general communal conflagration when 
fighting goes on in every street, lane, In -lane, when human beings 
commit acts of cruelty and bestiality without any precedent in the annals 
of Calcutta or of this sub-continent. 

It lias been stated that generally speaking the police stood idle and 
allowed assaults and lootings to take place under their very eyes. Jt 
is stated that when the police were asked to intervene, they said they 
hud no orders or they had orders not to interfere. I have been solemnly 
asked by some people to ascertain from the Commissioner of Police, if 
he gave such orders. 1 am amazed that such a request could have been 
made, that it could possibly haw* been conceived that sueh orders could 
have been issued by any reasonable human being, unci 1 can 
categorically state that no such orders were issued. How, I ask you, 
can 1 or the Commissions of Police be held icsponsiblc it in some place 
or places, the police at hand does not intervene and does not perform 
its duty in preserving law and order I think, however, that at tins 
stage honourable members should know wlial the statutory position is 
regarding the direction and control of the police force in Calcutta. 1 
jefer the honourable members to section It of the Police Act: 

“The Police Force shall be under t lie exclusive direction and control 
of the Commissioner of Police, who mas, liom time to time, subject to 
the control of the said Provincial Government, frame such orders and 
regulations us he shall deem expedient, relative to the general Govern- 
ment of the force, the places of residence, the classification, rank, 
distribution, and particular service of the several members thereof; 
their inspection; the description ot arn>N accoutrements, and other 
necessaries to be furnished to them; and all such other orders and 
regulations relative to the said Police Force as the said Commissioner 
shall from time to time deem expedient for preventing neglect or abuse, 
and for rendering such force efficient in the discharge of rill its duties." 

1 place below the opinion of the Advocate-General himself, so that 
there may be no cavil regarding interpretation : — 

t *In vesting ‘the direction and control of the Police Force’ in the 
Commissioner of Police, the Legislature has used the word ‘exclusive’ to 
emphasise the position and to make it clear that the Police Force is under 
the ‘exclusive’ direction and control of the Commissioner of Police." 

In contrast to this exclusive power of direction and control, the power 
to frame orders and regulations given to the Commissioner is made subject 
to the control of the Provincial Government. 

The words "subject to the control of the Provincial Government” 
ooawot okviooaly qualify the "etduaive dir action and control" of tho 
Police Fdfim gto* to the CemmaHurntt, 
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It will thus be seen that so far as the direction and control of the 
police force is concerned in Calcutta, the Commissioner of Police it 
vested with the statutory responsibility, and what I stated in another 
place that neither I nor a higher power can intervene is strictly correct. 
Apart from that, administratively it would be wrong on the p art 
of any one to interfere with his dispositions without his consent. When 
this is so, I am asked, why did I go to the Control Boom, 
and what I wus doing there? I am certain that such is the perversity 
of human nature, had I not been there I would have been charged with 
dereliction of duty. As far as I remember regarding the incidents of 
that crowded day, I entered the Control Room at about 2 p.m. 
after having visited several localities and having ascertained for myself 
that the tension was rising and the conflagration was likely to be general. 
At that time the compound of hall Bazar was flooded with armed police 
and lorries. Some had gone out on urgent calls. I gave to the 
Commissioner of Police my appreciation that the military should be 
called out. At 2-4f> p.m. a warning was communicated to the military 
authorities to he in readiness as their services might be required. At 
4-fl0 p.m. decision was taken and communicated to the military 
authorities requesting them to come to the aid of the civil power, and 
for this purpose to concentrate a force at Sealdah in order to keep open 
certain important thoroughfares, such as Canning Street, Colootolah 
Street, Mirzupore Street, Lower Chitpur Hoad from its junction with 
Colootolah Street to its junction with Vivekananda Hoad, Vivekananda 
Road from its junction with Upper Chitpore Hoad to its junction with 
College Street, College Street from its junction with Colootolah Street to 
its junction with Vivekananda Hoad; Hairison Hoad; Central Avenue from 
its junction with Vivekananda Hoad to its junction with Colootolah Street. 

I went to the public meeting for a few minutes and returned from 
there about half-past five after having ascertained from personal 
inspection that no Muslim was safe in Bhowanipur. 1 do not hold Mr. 
Syumaprusad Mookerjee liable for the incidents that took place there. 
(Du. Syamacuasad Mookkhjkk: But l hold vou liable for the incidents 
in the whole of Calcutta.) Reports of incidents were coming into the 
Control Hoorn and were being dealt with by the Commissioner of Police. 
In the Control Room where calls were pouring in unceasingly I too took 
down reports and passed them on to the Commissioner of Police 
for action. I was thus able to watch the course of the disturbances and 
how the reports were dealt with and action was taken on them, and I 
have no doubt that not being entireU dumb I offered suggestion when 
1 deemed it expedient. Members of the public were flocking in asking 
for assistance in various ways. I asm turned from them their require- 
ments, passed them on to the Commissioner of Police, and 
attempted to help them in every possible way. I insisted that very 
evening on curfew* being proclaimed and on the military being put into 
position. The report from Howrah not being satisfactory, arrangement 
was made for troops to be brought down to the Howrah Rest Camp from 
Barrackpore. It was clear os time passed that the calls were increasing, 
that the disturbance was spreading and that the police would be fully 
extended. 

Mr. NIHAREMDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : And you said that the 
situation was improving 

The Hott’ble Mr. R. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I do not recollect to have 
said ho. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Duit-Ma*umdar, frequent interruptions ore 
coming from that aide. That is not proper. * 

Mr. NJHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMOAR: Sir, it ho# been the practice 
in this House. Occasional interruption hoe not been out of order. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Not occasional, it is frequent. 

Mr. NIHARENOU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : It is not frequent. It is 
just a helpful interruption. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please take your seat. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not remember, Sir, 
that there was a single interruption from this side when the Leader of 
the Opposition was speaking. 

Mr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee referred to a statement that 1 am alleged 
to have made to a press representative on Friday night. 1 do 
not remember having made that statement because during those three or 
four days when 1 was pestered by newspapermen, I told them the whole 
time that 1 refused to make unv statement. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: You must have done that. It 
has been printed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It might have been so; I 
do not recollect. There was definitely a lull in the reports received in the 
Control Room, I think, between 9 and about 10-30 p.m., as one could 
realise there was a crescendo and a maximum and a minimum throughout. 

I must repeat what 1 stated at another place, that according to the 
statements of the Viceroy himself and according to what the military 

themselves understand as their obligations they do not feel inclined 

to come to the aid of the civil power unless and until it is certified to 
them that the police cannot cope with the situation or, to use an 

expression which is perhaps technical, are overwhelmed. I point 

this out in particular to the Leader of the European Party, who desires 
that we should call the military whenever a disturbance is brewing. 

1 have had talks with the high military authorities here and they have 
definitely stated that they will not take up the duties of the police until 
it is certified to them that the police are unable to deal with 

the particular situation. These are the instructions which have been 
sent to them by no less a personage than the Viceroy. If the honourable 
Leader of the Kuroj>ean Party has sufficient pull with the Viceroy and 
the military authorities to induce them to alter thin policy, nobody would 
be gladder than myself. (Mh, Xiiiakkniii’ I)i i i-Mazi mdah : How did 

the Bombay Ministry do?) They did not. Jn the evening of that day 
I insisted that the military should not only be called out but 

should be placed on the ground. What they could do, what were their 

numbers and resources, bow much ground they could cover, how many 
troops they were prepared to commit — I am giving you a technical 
expression that is used by them -what would he the extent of their 
operations, were all matters which weie thrashed out between the Chief 
Secretary, the Commissioner of Police and the military authorities 

At 11 o’clock it was decided that the military would patrol the area 
already designated and to which I have referred to above. About noon 
the next day, the military made preparations to take over the area 
which w f as bordered north by Vivekaminda Road, east by Lower Circular 
Road, south by Bow'ba&ar Street and west by the Honghly. They 
chose to employ three batallions for this purpose and started combing 
that area. All along a Deputy Commissioner of Police was in liaison 
with them, that is to say, from the Hith. On the 17th during 

their operations they asked for the assistance of three Deputy 
Commissioners, 4* r > policemen of officer’s rank and 210 aimed police, 

which further depleted the resources of the Commissioner of Police. 
The operations ended at K p.m. On the same day at about 4 p.m. 

arrangements were made for military patrolling during the evening in 
the Garden Reach, 24-Parganas area, from the Docks to the end of the 
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Garden Reach Municipality; and on that tame day the military were 
alao asked to take over or to maintain order in the area from Surendranath 
Banerjee Road down Free School Street, Wellesley Street, Park Street, 
Marquis Street, Elliot Itoad, Royd Street and then on to the Park Circes 
area. On the J 8th the military extended their operations further north 
of Vivekananda Road. 

On the 17th at about 12 noon, the leaders of the various parties 
including Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose and the Hon’ble the Leader of the 
Opposition were good enough to meet me in my room in the Assembly. 
Although T had had an unfortunate experience the previous evening regard- 
ing the behaviour of a Hindu crowd, I requested them earnestly to come 
out with me or without me and address the people in the interests of 
peace so that the evil might cease before it spread further. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : What was their suggestion? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : They expressed their 

inability to do so. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Chief Minister 
kindly tell the House what suggestion was made at the meeting which 
the lion'ble Chief Minister referred to he had had with the Leader of the 
Opposition and Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: They expressed their 

inability to do so. 1 want to make it clear to the House that I do not 
blame them. Perhaps the position was such that no amount of peace 
mu leys on our part would have eased the situation. I only state facts. 
They asked that armed pickets should he placed throughout Calcutta. 
I conveyed the opinion so expressed to the Commissioner of Police, who 
expressed and demonstrated his inability to comply with the request 
with the forces at his disposal. This is a mattei of administration in 
which l felt l could not interfere. The Honourable Leader of the 
Opposition. Mr. Sarat Bose and several others were apprised of the 

.fact. They even convoyed their suggestion to Hi* Excellency the 

Governor and yet we could not see pickets on the scene. (Mn. Niharendu 
I)utt-Mazumdar : The Leader of the Opposition wanted to go to the 
Governor along with the Chief Minister and the Chief Minister 
did not agree.) The Commissioner of Police had his own method of 
dealing with the disturbances and he utilised what he had, and I repeat 
that what lit* had was clearlv not enough for the task that he had to cope 
with. He utilised what he had in a manner which he considered most 
suitable and most likely to yield results. 

The lack of personnel indeed was so great that he could hardly deal 
with the innumerable requests for armed escorts to rescue people from 
marooned areas. In the Control Hoorn 1 was overwhelmed with such 
requests. 1 knew that in the second phase of the riots, after the first 
flush of conflict, efforts should he made to rescue people from hostile 
or marooned areas. I believe the local t lianas assisted as best as they 
could. But it was difficult to provide armed escorts from central head- 
quarters. I find it insinuated — an insinuation damnably false, but on a 
par w r i<h many of the charges freely bandied against me by 
a section of the Press and by people who had worked themselves into a 
hysteria and a panic — tl^t in the Control Room. I utilised my position 
to provide escorts to Muslims only and not to Hindus. I say this is 
damnably false, and many a Hindu gentleman, if he cares to speak the 
truth and to brave the wrath of his fellow-countrymen who would not 
like to hear anything said in my behalf, will give evidence 
before you that I treated all alike and when armed guards were available 
and could la* provided by the Commissioner of Police or by bis very able 
lieutenant the Deputy Commissioner, Headquarters, they were assigned 
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to whosoever wanted them! When the requests became too overwhelming 
and Lai bazar was besieged by persons clamouring for armed 
guards, and when I found that the Commissioner of Police waa at hie 
wit’s end to provide such guards, 1 conceived the idea of calling upon 
the military to help us with lorries and guards. An organisation was set 
up immediately at the Car Park near the Ockterlony Monument, whioh 
rendered most valuable service. If the records are looked into, it will 
be found again that the vast majority of the voiceless are utilised by tha 
Hindus. 

1 again met the leaders on Sunday, on Monday and finally on Tuesday 
when at my most earnest request they agreed to come out with me on 
a peace mission. We covered a considerable portion on the 20th and 
the balance on the 21st. and I thank the Almighty with a full heart 
that he condescended to bestow on us hi* kindness, and the mission waa 
able to achieve its end and to bring about almost u complete cessation of 
the loot and the carnage which had kept Calcutta m its grip for four day*. 

In this effort for the restoration of peace, 1 must thank all thoae 
leaders who went out with me in the procession and gave us their 
support, hut my special thanks arc due to some members of the Communist 
Party —l must give them their due— who were pressing for thia 
Peace Mission from the very beginning. One word more, Sir, regarding 
what I did in those nightmarish days. 1 was either in the Control Room 
or out in the streets making efforts to allay the disturbance 
or met in consultation with the leaders of the various parties. A paper 
which, 1 think, honourable members will recognize as “Statesman” 
picked upon me as a chief culprit from the very beginning and held me 
responsible for the breakdown of law’ and order, for clearly there was 
such a breakdown, where so many people could have been massacred or 
butchered by their fellow count n -men. This cannot he denied by 
an None. At first I thought that this charge was not really serious ana 
that it had been leudled against me to aioid the obvious culprit, namely, 
the Cabinet Mission which had produced such a terrible tension between 
the Hindu* and the Muslims and which had created a situation 
where the Hindus tclt that any agitation by the Muslims wuis directed 
against them and was diiected against iheir assumption of power in the 
Interim Government, hut when 1 found later on that in one or two of 
its articles or suh-ai holes it charged me with inactivity, 1 understood 
that this paper was deliberately out to malign me and to find every 
possible excuse lor doing so. Whoever was the author was obviously 
walking in his sanctum sanctorum sheltered from the cataclysm which had 
overtaken Calcutta and drawing his own conclusions from those same 
fantasies which troubled the Hindu Press. He wished to know' where 
I was. Probably he thought that 1 had disappeared from the scene. 
He wished to know where I was when it was stated that His Excellency 
the Governor had already been twice jound some areas in the city and 
wh\ l was not present at the routine Press Conferences which were being 
held to apprise the Press of passing events. The “Statesman” is still 
on the war path. It will not he satisfied until it sees me out of office. 
Pei haps, its hopes will he fulfilled, hut 1 shall never forget the attack on 
me winch it initiated at a time when l was not in a position to meet it, 

an attack no less violent in its nature than the bludgeonings by - r >0 goondaa 

on one defenceless head, or an assassin s knife in the hack. 

There is very little for me to add except to (dear further points that 

have been made in the various speedup through clear misconception. 
It has been stated that I cannot remain in office if I call upon the people 
to break the law\ I agree with this proposition, hut the point which I 
would like to emphasise is that the Kith of August was not a day 
on which Direct Action was to be launched, nor w*as it a day indeed on 
which the people were called upon to break the law. It was a aimpla 
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fay for demonstration and for. listening to the speeches justifying the 
policy of the Muslim League. Muslims were not ready for Direct 
Action and up till now they do not know what form the Direct Action 
will take. Reference has been made in this connection to the speeches 
of Maulana Akram Khan and Khwaja Nazimuddin. Those speeches, I 
am sure, had not the slightest effect on Muslims on this occasion, for 
they were speeches delivered in support of a future Direct Action which 
has not yet been placed before the Muslims. Not one Muslim was 
labouring in the belief that on that day, which the Quaid-e-Azam had 
called upon the Muslims to observe as a peaceful day, that on that day 
any Direct Action was being contemplated. Reference has been made to 
a statement which I am obliged to have made in Delhi regarding 
independence and running a parallel Government. Surely, I have never 
conceived' that I could declare independence while remaining a Chief 
Minister under the Act of 1935. I still maintain — perhaps I may be 
permitted to do so — that Bengal one day shall be an independent sovereign 
state, (tries of "Hear, hear” from the Government Benches.) Many 
honourable members have offered me advice to form a coalition. They 
say that there never will be peace in this province unless a 

coalition is formed. Honourable members know my views regarding a 
coalition, but T ask them how can there be a coalition in this province 
with the Congress when elsewhere there is no co-operation and coalition. 
Are there not riots going on in Bombay, in the United Province 
and elsewhere? What attempts are being made by the Congress 

Ministries to take any Muslim Leaguers into their Ministry? Has not 
Sardar Vallabhai Patel spoken in no uncertain terms, "That it is absurd 
to talk about a coalition between the Congress and the Muslim League; 
their ideologies are too wide apart." 1 refer to this statement which 
came out in the papers here not so long ago as the 3rd of August this 
year. Let us all wish ardently that the disputes between the Congress 
and the Muslim League may be settled at the centre in a real spirit of 
co-operation and friendliness motivated by the earnest desire to see that 
peace prevails in India. Let us stop talking about civil war as the 
only other alternative. You cannot have civil war in a country where 
either the Hindus or Muslims are closely intermingled or one section is 
in a desperate minority and is perfectly defenceless. That will not be 
civil war. That will be insensate brutish butchery and we must avoid 

it if you do not want to make a political game of the lives of the people* 

if you do not think that Hindusthan or Pakistan can be achieved by 
murdering vour neighbour, if you are determined to see that whatever 
the ideologies local peace is maintained throughout and an earnest effort 
is mude to preserve peace without having to call in the military. 

And here T make an offer to the Leader of the Opposition and to any 
gentleman of good will to join me in a peace committee for which 1 have 
been working all this time. We have appointed an officer to 

form peace committees in various parts of Calcutta. This officer is doing 
extremely good work and the tension has been greatly eased through 
his efforts. Peace committees are being formed in various parts of 

Bengal and w T e are encouraging them. As I have said in several places 

not even 10 armies can stop the carnage in Bengal, if the people are 

determined to murder each other. The only hope that there is, is that 
we must agree to live side by side and let Pakistan and Hindusthan 
work out its own destiny, but in Bengal we shall not fight with each 
other. If a Central Peace Committee is formed it will have its repercus- 
sions in other parts of Bengal as well and even if we may not be able to 
ocune forward as a coalition in the Government, we must be able to work 
with each other in co-operation and harmoniusly within the province. 

I have, been asked certain question today from various parts of the 
Bouse. 1 have been asked why no reports have been received in Lalbacar 
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regarding the murder of all Muslims in SoVabaiar, Baghhatar 
and other parts of North Calcutta. 

It is difficult for me to give an answer at this stage. Surely this will 
form a very important subject-matter of the Commission of Enquiry. 
If it is a fact that carnage went on in Hindu areas for eight hours at » 
stretch, and that no police was available, and that there was no report 
either in the Control Room or elsewhere, these require a very serious 
enquiry, and no doubt an enquiry will be taken up. 

I am asked to give an explanation as to why the Police looted, or 
looked on while shops were being looted and people were being massacred, 
and why they dia not intervene Y On the other hand, they were 
found with wrist watches after Limton Watch & Co., in the Dalhousie 
Square, was looted. It is difficult for me to give an explanation, but 
I may state that with t lie political background which I have just stated, 
and the paralysis which has overtaken the Police as a result thereof, they 
did not feel that they could meet the situation. I am perfectly certain 
that so far as the Commissioner of Police and other officers are concerned, 
they must have been fully alive to the situation, and they could never 
pass such orders; hut it is impossible for the Commissioner of Police, for 
instance, to he everywhere in every part of Calcutta, or for myself to 
he in every part of Calcutta to see if the Police were carrying on their 
duties or not. 

I have been asked to inform the House, why no shots were fired on the 
Kith of August. I have taken a report, and I may state that on the 16th 
of August 485 tear-gas shells and 200 rounds of musket and revolver shots 
were fired on the mob. 

One can quilt* understand the intensity of feeling that had been aroused 
when in spite of all these attempts the police could not bring the situation 
under control. 

Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee has referred to several incidents — one 
with reference to the Park Street thana. It happened that while I was 
going to the Control Room some persons came upon me and told me that 
they have been conveying foodgrains to the musafirkhana in Lower Chitpore 
Road for the purpose of feeding the refugees, and that a sergeant 
had taken them away; they said that they wanted the foodgrains very 
badly, otherwise these refugees would starve. I went with them and 
to the thana and enquired what the matter was. They could not say 
that they were looted from any shop. All that they said was that there 
was some looted dal was lying somewhere. If they were actually looting 
surely rice is the thing which they would have looted, hut they bad no 
rice in their possession. On the other hand, they proved that they had 
purchased some vegetables and eggs, and that was true. Ibis is the 
only case in which I intervened, because I felt that these persons were 
arrested for no rhyme or reason. As soon as I came out they got on the 
lorry and pointed out that a basket of eggs which they have purchased 
for Rs. 350 was missing. Nobody in the police-station could say where 
it went. 

Dr. SHYAMA PRASAD MOOKERdEE: Under what authority you 
could get persons released ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: They were not found with 
looted property and there was no charge against them. 

I must confess that after this incident I decided not to intervene in 
any case. Now, Sir, I think I have been able to place before the House 
the resources at t*he disposal of the police, and the general background 
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w it lifted at the time. I am aoi afraid of the charge*, but I do obiect 
that I should not he charged with crime* which I did not 
commit. I have already explained to the House the background with 
which the incident took place, and it has been voiced from the various 
parts of the House and agreed that the set-up of the police is not of such 
a nature that they can cope with the general conflagration; that the 
Commissioner of Police, who is in charge of the police in Calcutta, put 
into operation the Emergency Scheme which was in existence at tne 
time and which had been worked during disturbances in Calcutta. He 
•did his best with the police at his disposal, but failed, and undoubtedly 
they have failed to a large degree. An enquiry will be gone into. I do 
not think personally any one is to blame. There is no necessity to assure 
the House that there is no power and there is no one yet horn who can 
regard with equanimity the murder and massacre of all these innocent 
persons, and there is no one so heinous, so Satanic who could be charged 
with such a crime. 

The motion of Mr L Dhirendra Nath Datta that this Assembly expreaaei 
its want of confidence Tn the Council of Ministers was then put and a 
•division taken with the following result:— 


AYES — ST. 


Aoharjw, Mr. Shitangthu Kants. 

A Shikar I, Mr. Arnuiya Chandra. 
Dandopadhaya, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
Banarjm, Mr. Qobindatal. 

•anarjas, Mr. Sutil Kumar. 

Banarjl, Dr. 8urath Chandra. 

Barman, Mr. Mohlnl Mohan. 

'‘Basu, Mr. Hamanta Kumar. 

Bhandarl, Mr. Charu Chandra. 
Bhattaeharjw, Mr. Ganendra Chandra. 
Bhattaoharjaa, Mr. Munindra Nath. 
Bhattaoharyya, Mr. 8hyamapada. 

Births, Mr. Bir. 

Bitwai, Mr. Gayanath. 

"Boat, Mr. Satlih Chandra. 

Chakraborty, Mr. Banods Chandra. 
Chakravarty, Mr. Satith Chandra. 
Chattarjaa, Mr. Haripada. 
Chattopadhyaya, Mr. Mihlr Lai. 
Chowdhury, Mr. Annada Proud. 

Oat, Mitt Bins. 

Dm, Mr. Brojomadhab. 

Dat, Mr. Sogsndra Chandra. 

Dat, Mr. Radha Nath. 

Dat Gupta, Mr. Khagandra Nath. 

Oat Qupta, Mr. 8urtth Chandra. 

Daw, Mr. Kanailal. 

Oatta, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

Ot, Mr. Kanai Lai. 

Ohar, Mr Mancunian. 

Dolul, Mr. Harandra Nath. 

Outta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Outt-Maxumdar, Mr. Niharandu. 

Gangull, Mr. Baptn Baharl. 

Qayan, Mr. Arablnda. 

Dhow, Mr. A. K. 

Dhow, Mr. Btmal Comafr 
Ghoaa, Mr. Jyotith Chandra. 

Qhoth Chowdhury, Mr. Haran Chandra. 
Damas, Mr. D. 

Ouha Roy, Dr. Pro tap Chandra. 

Oupta, Mr. 4. C. 

Dupta, Mr. Mancunian. 

Duran*, <Mr, Dambar thigh. 

Haidar, Mr. Kiabar Chand. 


Jalan, Mr. Itwar Dat. 

Khaitan, Mr. Debt Proud. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Lahiri, Mr. Provat Chandra. 

Mahanty, Mr. Charu Chandu. 

Mahtab, Sir Uday Chand, K.C.I.E. 

Maharajadhiraj Bahadur of Burdwan 
Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Baharl. 

Majhi, Mr. Niihapati. 

Majumdar, Mr. Bhupati. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandu. 

Malliok, Mr. Athutosh. 

Mandat, Mr. Annadapraud. 

Mandal, Mr. Bankubahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Krithna Proud. 

Mookarjae, Dr. 8yamapuud. 

Mukharji, Mr. Dhlrandu Narayan. 
Murarka, Mr. Bauntlal. 

Nandy, Maharaja 8rit Chandu, a 
Cottimbaiar. 

Natkar, Mr. Ardhandu 8ekhar. 

Natkar, Mr. Ham Chandu. 

Panja, Mr. Jadabandra Nath. 

Poddar, Mr. Anandilal. 

Pumanik, Mr. Purna Chandu. 
Pramanik, Mr. Rajani Kanta. 

Raikut, Mr. Praunna Dab. 

Ray, Mr. Kamal Krithna. 

Ray Barman, Mr. Rajani Kanta. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Roy, Mr. Harandn Nath. 

Roy, Mr. KInn Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Ram Hart. 

Sarkar, Mr. Bijay Krishna. 

Sarkar, Mr. Rajandu Nath. 

Barkar, Mr. Pufulla Ranjan. 

San, Mr*. Athaiata. 

San, Mr. Dabandu Nath. 

San, Mr. Satindu Nath. 

San Gupta, Mrs. Nallla. 

Singhs, Mr. A run Chandu. 

Stnghi, Mr. Narandu Btngh. 
tMis, Mr. Btmal Chandra. 


Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 
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Abdul A Had, Or. 

Abdul Aval, Mr. 

Abdul Aziz, Mautana Md. 

Abdul Aziz Mimshf, Khan Sahib. 

Abdul Halkx, Mr. Mlrza. 

Abdul Hal, Mauiaiia. 

Abdul Haktm Mia, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim VUirampuri, Mr. Md. 
Abdul Halim, Mr. Malla Mohammad. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Hannan, Mr. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Khatoquo, Mr. 

Abdul Mannan, Mr. Fakir. 

Abdul Momin, Mr. 

Abdullahol Baqui, Mr. Md. 

Abdur Rahman, Tho Hon 'Wo Mr. 
A. F. M. 

Abdur Rahman Khan (alias Nuru 

Mia), Mr. 

Abdur Ratchid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rashid, Maulana Khondkar. 
Abdus Sabur Khan, Mr. 

Abdus 8a lam, Mr. Md. 

Abidur Roza Choudhury, Mr. 
kbul Hashom, Mr. 

Abul Kalam Shamsuddin, Mr. 

Abut Matud, Mr. Kazi, 

Abul Quasom, Mr. 

Ahammad All, Mr. Mir. 

Ahmod All Mridha, Mr. 

Ahmod Hosakn, Tho Hon'blo Mr. 

Ahmod Kabir Chowdhury, Mr. 

Akbar All, Maulvi. 

AH Ahmod Chowdhury, Mr. 

Ali Ahmed Khan, Mr. 

Anwara K ha tun. 

Aril Chaudhury (Dhanu Mia), Mr. Md. 
A san Ali Muktear, Mr. 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Mr. 

Azizur Rahman, Mr. 8yod. 

Badiuzzaman Muhammad I Has, Mr. 
Bafatuddin Talukdar, Mr. A. K. M. 
Barman, Mr. Maran Chandra 
Barury, Mr. Dwarka Nath. 

Biswas, Mr. Bhola Nath. 

Ebrahim Khan, Mr. 

Emaduddin Ahammad, Mr. 

Eskandar All Khan, Mr. 

Farid Ahmad Chowdhury, Mr. 

Fazlul Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Fazlui Karim, Mr. 

Fazlur Qadlr, Mr. 

Fazlur Rahman (Dacca), Mr. 

Fazlur Rahman (Mymonsingh), Mr. 
Fazlur Rahman (Noakhalt), Mr. 

Domes, Mr. R. A. 

Habibul Huq, Mr. 8yed. 

HaAxuddln Choudhuri, Mr. 

Hamltfuddln Ahmod, Mr. 

Hassan Ali, Mr. 

Hatem Ally, Khan Sahib. 

Husan Ara Bogum. 

Illas All Molla, Mr. 

Ispahan!, Mr. M. A. H. 

Jaslmuddin Ahmod, Mr. 

Jonab Ali Mia, Mr. 

Kabir Ahmod Choudhury, Mr. 


Kazom Ali Mirza, Shahibxada KAMMi 
tlah SalyM. 

K hairst Hossain, Mr. 

Khuda Bukhah, Mr. Md. 

Khurram Khan Fanoo, Mr. 

Lutiar Rahman, Mr. 

Lutlar Rahman, Mr. Dawan. 

Madar Sux, Mr. 

Maftzuddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Mahammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur iyod. 
Mahammad Owals, Mr. 

Mahammad Sayoad Mia, Mr. 

Majibar Rahman, Maulvi. 

Malik, Dr. A. M. 

Mandal, Tho Hon’blo Mr. Jsgo n A re 
Nath. 

Maniruddln Akhand, Mr. 

Martuza Roza Chowdhury, Mr. 
Masiuddin Ahmod (uiio« Ra|a Mlah), Mr. 
Mazharul Hoquo, Mr. Abu Tatyab. 
Mobarak Ali Ahmod, Mr. 

Mohammad Sharif Khan, Mr. 

Mohammad All, Tho Hon'blo Mr. 
Mozammtl Hosts In, Dr. 

Mudatslr Hossain, Mr. 

Muhammad Habibullah Chaudhury, Mr. 
Muhammad Idris, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Ithaquo, Mr. 

Muhammad (trail, Mr. 

Muhammad Quasom, Maulana Half. 
Muhammad Qumruddin, Mr. 

Muhammad Raflquo, Mr. 

Muhammad Rukonuddln, Mr. 

Muhammad 8tddiquo, Dr. Syod. 

Muillok, Mr. Mukunda Bohary. 

Mother rufT Hossain, Nawab, Khan 

Bahadur. 

Muzaflar Rahman Choudhury, Mr. 
Natarulla, Nawabzada K. 

Nawajtth Ahmod, Mr. 

Nawab Ali, Mr. 

Nazir Hossain Khandkar, Mr. 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Nurazzaman, Mr. 

Osman Ali, Mr. 

Osman Gani, Mr. Md. 

Panlruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Pentony, Mr. L. R. 

Plate!, Mr. R. E. 

Ray, Mr. Nagtndra Narsysn. 

Ricketts, Mrs. E. M. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sorajal Haquo, Mr. Syod. 

Strajuddin Ahmod, Mr. (Mldnaport). 
8ora)uddin Ahmod, Mr. (Qafbandha). 
Sorajul Islam, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmod, Tho Hon'blo Mr. 
Shamsuddin Ahmod Chowdhury (olios 
Badtha Mia), Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmod Khondkar, Mr, 
Shamsuddin Slkdar, Mr. Md. 

Sharfuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Suhrawardy, Tho Hon'blo Mr. H. B. 
Talazzal All, Mr. 

Tofazzoi Hossain, Mr. 

Wilks, Mr. 0. C. D, 

Yusuf Hossain Chowdhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmod Choudhury, Mr. 


The Ayes being 87, and the Noes 131, the motion was lost. 
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[20th 8«pi 


The motion of Mr. Bimal Comar Ghose that this Assembly expressc 
iU want of confidence in the Hon'ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, the Chic 
Minister and the Minister in charge of Law and Order, was then put and 
division taken with the following result 

AYIMI. 


Aoharjee, Mr. Bhltangshu Kanta. 
Adhlkarl, Mr. Amulya Chandra. 
Bandopadhaya, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
Banerjee, Mr. Gobindalal. 

Banerjee, Mr. Busll Kumar. 

Banerji, Or. Buraah Chandra. 

Barman, Mr. Mohini Mohan. 
vBasu, Mr. Hamanta Kumar 
Bhandarl, Mr. Charu Chandra. 
BhattaoharJee, Mr. Qanandra Chandra. 
BhattaoharJee, Mr. Munlndra Nath. 
Bkiha, Mr. Blr. 

Biswas, Mr. Gayanath. 

Boas, Mr. Batish Chandra. 

Chakraborty, Mr. Banoda Chandra. 
Chakravarty, Mr. Satlsh Chandra. 
Chattar|ae, Mr. Haripada. 
Chdttopadhyaya, Mr. Mihlr Lai. 
Chewdhury, Mr. Annada Prosed. 

Oas, Miss Blna. 

Das, Mr. Brojomadhab. 

Oas, Mr. Jogendra Chandra. 

Das, Mr. Radha Nath. 

Oas Gupta, Mr. Khagandra Nath. 

Das Gupta, Mr. 8urs«h Chandra. 

Oass, Mr. Kanailal. 

Datta, Mr. Ohlrandra Nath. 
v0a f Mr. Kanal Lai. 

Dhar, Mr. Manoranjan. 

Oolul, Mr. Harandra Nath. 

Outta, Mr. Bukumar. 

Dutt-Mazumdar, Mr. Nlharandu. 
Gangulf, Mr. Bepln Baharl. 

Gayan, Mr. Arablnda. 

Ghose, Mr. A. K. 

Ghoss, Mr. Bimal Comar. 

Qhoae, Mr. Jyotlsh Chandra. 

Ghosh Chowdhury, Mr. Haran Chandra. 
Gomas, Mr. D. 

Ouha Roy, Or. Protap Chandra. 

Gupta, Mr. J. C. 

Gupta, Mr. Monoranjan. 

Gurung, Mr. Dambar Blngh. 

Jalan, Mr. Iswar Das. 


Khaitan, Mr. Oabl Prosad. 

Kundu, Mr. Nlthltha Nath. 

Lahiri, Mr. Provas Chandra. 

Mahanty, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Mahtab, Sir Uday Chand, K.C.I.E 

Maharajadhiraj Bahadur of Burdwai 
Malti, Mr. Nikunja Baharl. 

Majhf, Mr. Nlshapati. 

Majumdar, Mr. Bhupatl. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. 

Malllck, Mr. Ashutosh. 

Mandal, Mr. Annadaprasad. 

Mandal, Mr. Bankubaharl. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 
Mookerjee, Dr. 8yamaprasad. 

MukherJI, Mr. Ohlrandra Narayan. 
Murarka, Mr. Basantlal. 

Nandy, Maharaja 8ris Chandra, t 
Cossimbazar. 

Naskar, Mr. Ardhendu 8akhar. 

Naskar, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Panja, Mr. Jadabendra Nath. 

Poddar, Mr. Anandilal. 

Pramanik, Mr. Puma Chandra. 
Pramanik, Mr. Rajani Kanta. 

Raikut, Mr. Prasanna Dab. 

Ray, Mr. Kamal Krishna. 

Ray Barman, Mr. Rajani Kanta. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Roy, Mr. Harandra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Bankar. 

Roy, Mr. Ram Harl. 

8arkar, Mr. BIJoy Krishna. 

8arkar, Mr. Rajendra Nath. 

8arkar, Mr. Prafulla Ran Jan. 

Ban, Mrs. Ashalata. 

Bon, Mr. Dobendra Nath. 

Ban, Mr. 8atindra Nath. 

8on Gupta, Mrs. Nellie. 

8ingha, Mr. Arun Chandra. 

Binghi, Mr. Narendra Blngh. 

Blnha, Mr. Bimal Chandra. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ran Jan. 


NOE! — 130. 


Abdul Ahad, Or. 

Abdul Awal, Mr. 

Abdul Aziz, Mauiana Md. 

Abdul Aziz Munshl, Mr. 

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hal, Mauiana. 

Abdul Hakim Mia, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim Vtkrampurt, Mr. Md. 

Abdul Halim, Mr. Molla Mohammad. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. * 

Abdul Hannan, Mr. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Khaleque, Mr. 

Abdul Marman, Mr. Fakir. 

Abdul Momln, Mr. 

Abduttaiial Baqul, Mr. Md. 

Abdur Rahman, The Henlrte Mr. 
A. F. M. 


Abdur Rahman Khan ( aluu Nur 

Mia), Mr. 

Abdur Raschtd Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rashid, Mauiana Khondkar. 
Abdus 8abur Khan, Mr. 

Abdus Be lam, Mr. Md. 

Abidur Roza Chaudhury, Mr. 

Abut Hasham, Mr. 

Abut Kalam Shemsuddin, Mr. 

Abut Masud, Mr. Kazl. 

A bui Quasam, Mr. 

Ahammad All, Mr. Mir. 

Ahmad All Mridha, Mr. 

Ahmad Heeatn, The Hon’ble Mr. 

Ahmad KaMr Chowdhury, Mr. 

Akbar All, Maulvl. 

All Ahmad Chowdhury, Mr. 

All Ahmad Khan, Mr. 

Anwara K ha tun 
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Arif Chtudhury (Dhanu **•>• 

Atari All Muktaar, Mr. 

AiHttf Hoeaabt Khan, Mr. 

Azlzur Rahman, Mr. tyad. 

Ba dluzzam an Muhammad I lias, Mr. 
Bafatudtffei Talukdar, Mr. A. K. M. 
Barman, Mr. Harm Chandra. 

Barury, Mr. Dwarka Nath. 

Biswas, Mr. Bhola Nath. 

Ebrahtm Khan, Mr. 

Emaduddin Ahammad, Mr. 

Eskandar All Khan, Mr. 

Farid Ahmad Chowdhury, Mr. 
fazlul Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Fazlul Karim, Mr. 

Fazlur Qadlr, Mr. 

Fazlur Rahman (Oaooa), Mr. 

Fazlur Rahman (Mymonsln«h), Khan 
Bahadur. 

Fazlur Rahman (Noakhall), Mr. 


Oomss, Mr. R. A. 

Habtbut Huq, Mr. 8ytd. 

Haftzuddln Choudhuri, Mr. 

Hamlduddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Hassan All, Mr. 

4at«m Ally, Khan 8ahlb. 

Husan Ara Btgum. 
t lias All Molla, Mr. 

Itpahanl, Mr. M. A. H. 

Jasimuddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Jonab All Mia, Mr. 

Kabir Ahmad Choudhury, Mr. 

Kazam All Mlrza, Shahlbzada Kawan 
Jah Eaiyld. 

K ha l rat Hossain, Mr. 

Khuda Bufchsh, Mr. Md. 

Khurram Khan Panaa, Mr. 

Lutfar Rahman, Mr. 

Lutfar Rahman, Mr. Dawan. 

Madar Bux, Mr. 

Mahzuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

M ahammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur iyad. 
M ahammad Owais, Mr. 

Mahammad Sayaad Mia, Mr. 

Majibar Rahman, Maulvl. 

Malik, Dr. A. M. 

Mandal, Tha Hon’Wo Mr. Jogondra 
Nath. 

Maniruddin A k hand, Mr. 

Martuia Raza Chowdhury, Mr. 


Maaiuddtn Ahmad (alias Raja dhl), Mr* 
Mazhartrt Haqua, Mr. Abu Tstyab, 
Mobarak All Ahmad, Mr. 

Mohammad Sharff Khan, Mr. 

Mohammad All, Tha Hon'bls Mr. 

Mozammal Hossain, Dr. 

Mudasslr Hossain, Mr. 

Muhammad Habibullah Chaudhury, Mr. 
Muhammad Idris, Maulvl. 

Muhammad Ishaqua, Mr. 

Muhammad Itrall, Mr. 

Muhammad Quasam, Mautana HaJI. 
Muhammad Qumrudtftn, Mr. 

Muhammad Raftqua, Mr. 

Muhammad Rukonuddln, Mr. 

Muhammad Siddiquo, Dr. dyad. 

Mulltok, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Musharrufl Hossain, Nawab, Khan 

Bahadur. 

Muzahar Rahman Choudhury, Mr. 
Nasarulla, Nawabzada K. 

Nawajash Ahmad, Mr. 

Nawab All, Mr. 

Nazir Hossain Khandkar, Mr. 

Nooruddtn, Mr. K. 

Nurazzaman, Mr. 

Osman All, Mr. 

Osman Ban!, Mr. Md. 

Paniruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Pantony, Mr. L. R. 

Platal, Mr. R. E. 

Ray, Mr. Nagsndra Narayan. 

Riokstts, Mrs. E. M. 

8a!im, Mr. 8. A. 

8srajal Haque, Mr. 8yad. 

Sarajuddin Ahmad, Mr. (Mldnaporo). 
dsrajuddln Ahmad, Mr. (Oalbandha). 
8arajul Islam, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmad, Tha Hon’bls Mr. 
Shamsuddin Ahmad Chowdhury (alias 
Bsdsha Mia), Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmad Khandkar, Mr. 
Shamsuddin Slkdar, Mr. Md. 

Sharfuddki Ahmad, Mr. 

Tafazzal All, Mr. 

Tofazzat Hossain, Mr. 

Wllkit Mr Q. C. D. 

Yusuf' Hossain Chowdhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmad Choudhury, Mr. 


The Ayes being 85 and the Noes 130, the motion was lost. 

(The result was greeted with tumultuous cries of “Muslim League 
zindabad, Suhrawardv zindabad” from the Government benches.) 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-30 p.tn. till 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
th- 21st September, 1946, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



in [21 st $m 

Proceeding* at the Bengal Legislative Aisemhly eieeabM undei 
the previsions of the Government of India Act, 1936. 

The Asjtkmblt met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, tl 
21st September, 1946, at 10 a .m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Tafazzal Ali) in the Chair, 7 Hon'ble Miniate 
and 203 Members. 


Enquiry about short-notice questions. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Mr. Deput 
Speaker, Sir, parhaps the House remembers that more than a month ag 
I gave notice of an adjournment motion regarding the firing incident t 
Narayanganj and we had an assurance from Hie Government side twice i 
this House that they would shortly give an answer to the short-notic 
question tabled by Mr. J. C. Gupta on that subject. But most unfoi 
tunately Government have not given any answer to that short-notir 
question as yet. 1 want information from the Government side and yot 
decision in the matter as to whether answer to this short-notice question r 
which the Government assured us will be given or not? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would request the honourable member f 
kindly meet me in my Chamber, so that we may have a discussion w’itli th 
Hon'nlo Minister concerned about it and find out what is the position. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE : Mr Depul 
Speaker, Sir, I thank you tor your suggestion 1 should also like t 
remind you again that some questions 1 tabled m the month of .Turn 
perhaps on the 24th as far as I remember. Another short-notice questio 
1 also gave notice of, hut unfortunately the Government have not given ;in 
answer to any of the questions which are of a very important nature. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will the honourable member please see m 
in ray Chamber with a list of his questions, so that I may send a note t 
the Department concerned to expedite the nnsueis? 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8 CUPTA: Deputy Speakers 

jhr cMe, k qg wrtfc r’sr ^ i 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 will make the same request to all th 
honourable members whose questions are remaining unanswered for a Ion 
time. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

The Titus river in Brthmenbtria subdivision. 

•47. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: (a) le the Hon’ble Minisk* 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware— 

(i) that the river Titus in the Brahmanbaria subdivision is drying u| 
at a place Where the Anderson khnl has fallen into the rivei 
Titus; 

(ti) that the silting up has been due to the carrying of silt by the 
Anderson khtu; and 

(hi) that the silting up has already affected the cultivation of boro paddj 
in large areas lying to the south of that place? 


i m.) arm&mm m 

(l) D» the Governmen t cwwkkr the detirubiHty of taking immediate 
step* for preventing the silting up? 

(c) If eo, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state what step* ha 
prep oae a to take? 

MfRIfTER-iMMrfte of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION ftfea 
Hun'Me Mr. Abut Fszal Muhammad Abdur Rahman): (a) (%) A char ha* 
been formed in the middle of the river Titus at the place where Anderson 
khal falls into it. 

(it) The matter is under investigation. 

(m) No. 

(6) and (c) The matter will be taken up for consideration after the investi* 
gation is complete. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether a definite policy is being followed by 
Government in the matter of excavation, resuscitation and removal of sift 
of Titas, Goomty, Silnnia, Karnafuly and other rivers of Chittagong? 1 

The Hon'ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMANt 

Government have got a definite policy about them. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Is the Hon’ble 
Miuister aware that agriculture in BrahmanbaVia and Tipperah is being 
seriously affected due to the indifference of Government in not regulating 
the courses of these rivers in this subdivision? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMANr 

Government is now contemplating to have a definite scheme about resuscitat- 
ing all these rivers. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: fs the Hon’blw 
Minister aware that Hood is becoming a normal and annual affair in 
Comilla, Feni and Noaklmli due to the silting up of rivers and, if so, 
whether Government is prepared to thoroughly investigate the river problem 
of the Chittagong Division? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMANt 

Government are investigating thoroughly the rivei problem in the Chitta- 
gong Division and toi that purpose they have opened up a special division 
in Chittagong. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BH ATTACH ARJEE: Is the Hon'blo 
Minister aware that the rivers Sitalakhya and Buri Ganga in the Dacca 
district have heen silted up and if immediate action is not taken to clear 
the silt, not only the health bur the business of that district also will suffer 
very much? 

The Hftvfbto Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMANt 

] shall take note of that. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: When will the 
investigation be complete? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMANt 

It is very difficult for me to give the exact date. If tht honourable member 
.wants definite information, I shall ask for notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DATTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
lie pleased to state whether at the time the Anderson Khal wie constructed 
any arrangements were made by dredging or otherwise for the removal of 
the sediment that was deposited in the river bed giving rise to this ehar-- 

whetfcer any arrangements for dredging were mode ti order te keep the 
mouth of the khal open throughout the year? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

It is difficult to answer the question off-hand. I would ask for notice if 
the honourable member wants detailed information. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the scheme for the construction of the khal also 
includes plans for dredging in order to maintain the khal in proper order ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

Yes, of course that has been done. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: What has been done? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

Proper arrangement for dredging has been done. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: If poper arrangement for 
dredging was done at the time the khal was constructed, how is it that so 
much silt was allowed to be deposited in the river bed which has resulted in 
drying up of the river and the khal itself? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

Government has no such information. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister 
replied that proper arrangement was made for the purpose of dredging. 
Basing on that information may I know whether the arrangement was 
carried out regularly so as not to allow the silting up of the mouth of the 
khal and consequently the river to dry up? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

J shall look into the question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: l)o 1 take it then that the 
Hon’ble Minister is not in a position to tell the House as to what precise 
arrangement for dredging and for maintaining the khal after construction 
was made at the time the khal was constructed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

The khal was constructed by the Canal Subdivisional Officer and, as such, 
Irrigation Department have not got any information available here. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ? Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the khal was completed and what was the total expenditure 
that was made to complete the khal? 

The Hon'ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

1 ask for notice? 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHAR4EE: With reference to 

answer {h) and (c) will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when this 
investigation will be completed? 

The Hon’Wt Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

If is diffioult for me to give the exact date when the investigation will be 
completed. If the honourable member wants that information I shall ask 
for notice. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Next question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, this is a very important 
question. 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have already called the next question. 
You have taken enough time to put supplementary. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU OUTT-MAZUMDAR: The whole communication 
line of your division is in danger, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 .uni personally interested in the question, 
and I would have myself taker; part if l were not to preside over today’s 
meeting. You already had ample opportunities to put supplementary 
questions. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : With regard to his answer 

that the matter is under investigation, will the Ilon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state, who are the investigating authorities and what experts have, if 
any, been employed for the jmpo.se ot investigation into the matter of a 
technical nature, which will also require some amount of skill and 
engineering knowledge ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AftUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

The Engineers of the Irrigation Department are making imestigationu. 

Yams for fishermen. 

*48. Mr. HARAN CHANDRA BURMAN: (u) Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Fisheries Ik* pleased to state — 

(0 how much quantities of yarns ot different counts for each district 
have been allotted, monthly and yearly, for the fishermen and 
how they are lieing distributed; 

(//) what higher counts of yarns arc allotted for the fishermen; and 
(u/) how they are ascertained for the fishermen’s nets? 

(//» If no higher counts of yarns are allotted for the fishermen, will the 
Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state the icason thereof? 

Ml NI8TER -in-charge of the DEPARTMENT of FISHERIES (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Ahmed Hossain): (a) (i) and (n) The total monthly allotment 
of \ urn tor fishermen in Bengal from the Provincial quota is 182 hales of 
lb— 40 rounts and an unspecified additional supply of lower counts. An 
allotment chart has been prepared by the Fisheries Directorate on the basis 
of ascertained requirements of the different districts, but as the supply 
available is inadequate it has not been possible to follow’ this chart although 
every attempt has been made to make the distribution on a pro rata basis. 
The yarn is distributed by the Subdi visional Officers with the assistance of 
the officers of the Fisheries Directorate. 

(m) The requirements of fishermen were ascertained in several districts 
by the officers of the Fisheries Directorate by a house to house survey. For 
the districts which have not yet been covered by such a survey, the reports 
of the Subdi 1 visional Officers are accepted. 

(b) Government recognise that the present supply of high count yam to 
fishermen is inadequate but the quota availnble is the most that could be ear- 
marked for fishermen from the Provincial quota with due regard to other 
requirements. A request to the Government of India at the highest level 
for an additional iu\ hoc quota of yarn for fishermen did not meet with a 
favourable response, but the matter has been taken up afresh with the Central 
Government. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: With reference to answer (a) 
(*) and (it) that the allotment of yarn for fishermen prepared by the 
Fisheries Directorate, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
Government ascertained the number of fishermen in the different districts 
of Bengal when they prepared the allotment? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Certainly, the number of fishermen was 
ascertained when Govemmeift made a survey. 

12 
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Mr. 8URE8H OHAMMA DA8 CUPTA: mfti Deputy Speaker m 

wrfl Wff 4 tpctpr “The matter hat, been? taken up afresh with the Centra 

Government”. xtstffa lit <nn to fV <3 Central Governments 

inw s nirc i 5mm fV r 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: *, mm ? 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8 CUPTA: $f’TO 4* c? crorei 
wm tef* wt* fa to w fa fa? w«rsra vms to to wmtr^f fir ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I have already said that t lie matter has been 
taken up with the Central Government. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the names of the districts which have not yet 
been covered by the survey of the Fisheries Directorate? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Surveys in the district of Faridpur, Dacca, 
Howrah, Hooghly and Tippera are expected to he finished shortly. Surveys 
in the districts of ltajshahi, Nadia, Burdwan and ltangpur will be taken 
up next. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state wdien w’as request made for an additional ad hoc 
(juota of yarn for fishermen and what was the reply when the matter w*as 
taken up afresh with the Central Government ? 

Mr. ABOUL KARIM: In I94G; 1 am unable to give the exact date. 
They expressed their inablility to supply special quota. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI : With reference to his answer 
(a) (i) and (ii) “the supply available is inadequate”, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to give an idea of the quantity of yarn that will meet 
the full requirement of the fishermen of this Province? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I want notice. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE : Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state if he is aware that there are many complaints 
from fishermen that in the matter of distribution of yarn, there is much 
corruption ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: 1 am not aw’are of any such allegation of 
corruption. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister pleased to state if he is aware that some of the officers in charge 
of distribution indulge in favouritism, nepotism, bribery and corruption? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: No such instance has been brought to the 
notice of Government. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: With reference to answer (a) 
(i) and (ii) that the yarn is distributed by the Subdivisions! Officers with 
the assistance of the officers of the Fisheries Directorate, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if Jie is aware that in Kishoreganj the yarn is 
being distributed by the Multipurpose Co-operative Society instead of by 
these officers P 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I don’t think so. Government gives the quota 
to the Subdivisional Officer and I do not know how it is distributed by 
him. 
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Mfa NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Mr, Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
I think this question ought to be held over because it has not been answered 
properly. The question asked for a statement of the allotment for each 
district. The answer merely says ‘the total monthly allotment of varn for 
fishermen in Bengal from the Provincial quota is 182 bales of 16—40 
counts”. It does not give the allotment for the districts, and to the 
supplementary question put by m> honourable friend Mr. Muhammad 
Habibullah Chaudhury, the Hon'hle Minister is unable to give a reply 
and has asked for notice. The whole crux of the problem is the Allotment 
for each district to find out whether it is adequate, or whether it is being 
actually distributed proportionately. I, therefore, suggest that it is a very 
important question and it may be held over and a proper reply given. I 
would also say that the necessity of putting a fresh question on this point 
may be waived so that we may not have to waste our time. The Hon'ble 
Minister might In* pleased to reply to the first part of the question, namely, 
that how much quantities of varn oi different counts for each district have 
been allotted, mouthy and veaily, for the fishermen and how they are 
being distributed. I submit that this question has yet to be answered. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: A good number of supplementary 
questions were put and the question was almost over. ' At this stage the 
question cannot be held over. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have read the answer to the question (a) 
(n and (n). I am reading out the answer again ‘'An allotment chart has 
been prepared by the Fisheries Directorate on the basis of. ascertained 
requirement** of the different district**, but as the supply available is 
inadequate it has not been possible to follow this chart . f>o the answer 
shows that the whole firing is in a nebulous state. 1 do not think that any 
useful purpose will be served by holding over this question. Therefore, 
I do not propose to hold over this question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, the position is this, 
the intention of the question is to ascertain, out of the available quota of 
yarn t hat the (insernmont of India is giving to the Provincial Government 
what quota is being allotted to different districts, to find out whether they 
are being misused or being proportionately used. Therefore, in the absence 
of any answer to that effect, the question is not really answered. There- 
fore in the absence of an\ answer given to that effect the question is not 
really answered only by saving that the Fisheries Department had mat)e 
a chart. Tim Fisheries Department may make an imaginary chart, but 
that is neither here nor there. My question is — What is the allotted quota, 
district by district, out of the available stock supplied b} the Central 
Government to the Provincial Government. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Government makes some allotment but in this 
case thev could not follow the principle of making allotments out of that 
quota. ’Even if you, Sir, hold over the question, tho information required 
cannot be funished within the current session. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: There is some point in the question that 
Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar has raised. Fie wants to know* the actual allotment, 
district by district of the yarn, and to that question no answer is forth- 
coming. In view of what the Parliamentary Secretary now says, do you, 
Mr. Dutt-Maxumdar, want this question to be held over? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I would suggest that the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to make an attempt to give us the actual 
allotment made, district by district, because it raises a very grave question 
of life and death to the fishermen community of Bengal. 
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Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: On a point of 
order, Sir. Are you allowing a debate at this stage on a supplementary 
question ? 

Th$ Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI* Sir, a question has been put 
and answer given, and I submit with due respect that it is not for the Chair 
io suggest in what form and manner the answer should he given. If the 
honourable member is not satisfied with the answer, it is up to him to 
ask fresh questions or seek remedy in any other way. But he cannot 
suggest that the answer should be given in a certain prescribed form. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: On a point of privilege, 
Sir. My point i s that it is my privilege as a member to ask questions and 
get answers. Now my point of privilege is that no answer has been given 
to my question, and that therefore the question be held over. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The Chair cannot help you in the 
matter. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: It is for the Speaker to decide 
whether the question has been answered or not answered. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar wants to know, district 
by district, how much yarn has been allotted for each district. Government, 
have stated that they could not keep up to the allotment and that they had 
to distribute on a /iro rata basis. I do not think any useful purpose would 
be served by giving the allotment made to each district on a district by 
district basis. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Then yarn is being black- 
marketed, and thut is why allotment could not be given, district by district. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: On this question 1 will give my ruling later 
on. At the present moment T do not find it possible to agree with the 
statement made by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU. Sir, will you allow any more supple- 
mentary questions on this question? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Enough supplementary questions have been 
pit and answered, and no useful purpose would be served, I tihnk, bv allow- 
ing further supplementary questions today. If, however, I decide to hold 
Over the question, you will nave another opportuni r v later on. 

Construction of a drain in the Maidan in front of the Museum. 

•49, Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Department of Works and Buildings lie pleased to state — 

(а) whether it is a fact — 

(i) that a drain in the Maidan has been provided along the Cbowringhee 
Road in front of the Museum, and 

(it) that work for the same has been partly done; 

(б) what are the specifications for such work; 

(r) what has been the rate of work; 

(d) what is the length of such work; 

whether any of the authority supervised the work; 

(/) who is the authority ; 

(g) whether the work is going to be rejected or approved; and 

(A) the reasons for rejection or approval as the ease may be? 



QUESTIONS. 


179 


194#.] 

MINISTER-in-chtrge of the DEPARTMENT of WORK# and BUILD- 
ING# (the Hon'We Mr. dogendra Nath Msndal): (a) (») and <«) Yes. 

(b) Concrete 6:3:1 with brick hhoa rough finished and without any soling. 

(c) Labour cost is annas 12 per r. ft. excluding materials supplied 
departmentally. 

(d) About 500 ft. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Executive Engineer, City Division. 

(g) The work is in progress. Question of approval or rejection does not 
arise at this stage. 

( h ) Does not arise. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which waa laid on the table) 

Appointment of non-Bengalee Muslims in the Agriculture Department. 

13. Mr. SHYAMAPADA BH ATTACHERJEE : Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the DejKirtment of Agriculture In? pleased to state — 

(a) how many non-Bengalee Muslims have been appointed during the 

tenure of the present Director of Agriculture and how many of 
them ure Punjabis ; 

(b) why Bengalees were not selected for such appointment; nnd 

(r) what is the proceduie that the present Government are following in 
the matter ot appointing men iroin outside the Province in so far 
as such appointment requires an expert and in so far as it does 
not require an exjtfrt ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOB8AIN : (a) Four; only two of them 

were from the Punjab. One of them, however, resigned the post soon 
after joining as he did not find the service conditions attractive enough. 
The other Punjabi Muslim is holding only a tomjxjrary post. 

(b) Bengalees with the requisite qualifications were not available. 
More non-Bengalee non-Muslims than Muslims have been apj^ointed during 
the period under question. 

(r) Non-technical jobs are given exclusively to Bengalees. It is only 
in technical jobs that non-Bengalees are taken when Bengalees with the 
requisite qualifications are not available. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the IWble 

Minister be pleased to state what steps Government have taken to give 
proper training to Muslim young men of the province so that technical jobs 
in the Agriculture and the Fisheries Departments may be filled by them? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: An agricultural College is soon going to be 
started. 

Mr. PROVABH CHANDRA LAHIRY : With reference to answer (b) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what he meant by the worn 
“Bengalees” appearing at the lreginning of the answer? Does he mean 
by that word “sons of Bengal” or was the word used in any other restricted 
sense ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Sons of Bengal. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHAR4EE: What are the 
special qualifications of the -present incumbent to the post of Director of 
Agriculture? 
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Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I want notice. 

Mr. ABDUB BABUR KHAN: What is the percentage of cows that are 
annually purchased from the Punjab i 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I submit that that question does not arise. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: How many Bengali 
non-Muslims have been appointed during the period under question? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Eleven. 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHANS Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that more 
than 50 per cent, of the cows purchased from the Punjab die in the first 
year, that at least 30 per cent, die in the second year, and that 25 per cent, 
die in the third year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Then the deaths come to more 
than a hundred per cent, of the total number! (Laughter.) 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: In view of the fact that mortality of the 
Punjab cows is so serious and so many, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if other sources of securing cows foi this province will be tapped? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I have only to sa\ that Government do not 
employ cows as employees of the Government. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: In view of the fact 
that the Agriculture Department is gradually going to be expanded and 
the Muslims have vital interest in agriculture, does not the Hon’ble 
Minister feel that a large number of Bengalee Muslims should be trained 
up as agricultural experts so that in future they mav take charge of the 
Agriculture Department? If the answer is in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’hle Minister please state what steps Government took to train Bengalee 
Muslims and how manv agricultural scholarships have been earmarked for 
them? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: So many questions have been put together. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If you want to put this question, will you 
kindly split up your question into two or three? 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: In view of the fact 
that the Agriculture Department is gradually going to be expanded and 
Muslims are vitally interested in agriculture, does not the Ilon’hle Minister 
feel that a large number of Bengalee Muslims should he trained up as 
agricultural experts so that they may take charge of the department? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. Chaudhurv, I do not think I can allow 
this question. It is merely a suggestion made to the Government. It is no 
question. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: I want to know 
how many scholarships were earmarked for Muslims for proper training in 
the Agriculture and Fisheries Departments? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I do not think this supplementary question 
arises out of the present question. It is a qustion on employment and 
appointments. Regarding scholarships, I want notice. 

Mr. PROVAS CHANDRA LAHIRI: With reference to the latter 
portion of answer (b) that more non-Bengalee non-Muslims than Muslims 
have been appointed during the period under question, will the Hon ble 
Minister please explain the relevancy of this to the question P 
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Mr. ABDUL KARIM: The relevancy is that sometimes my friends 
opposite want to impress upon the Muslims that we always import non- 
Bengalee Muslims as if we have nothing to do with the non-Bengalee 
Hindus. To make this position dear, the answer has been placed here 
for the information of the House that we take both non-Bengalee Hindus 
and non-Bengalee Muslims. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Reduction of improvement levy on Damodar Canal. 

*50. Mr. ANNADAPRA8AD MANDAL: (<,) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation I >e pleased to state whether he 
has considered the desirability ot reducing the improvement levy on the 
Damodar (’anal which was raised from Rs.2-9 per acre to Us. 3 in 1943-44 
and again to Us. 5-8 in 1945-40? 

(/>) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the llon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state to what amount it has been reduced? 

(r) If tin* answer to ( n) is in the negative, will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the reason thereof? 

The Hcn’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MOHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: (a) 

and ( h ) The rate has been i educed to Us. 4-8 per acre for the year 1945-4G. 

(r) Does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the llon'ble Minister please 
give us the reason why the oiiginul rate was not adopted when the revision 
of rate took place, viz., IN, 2-9? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMANl 

The rate was raised to Us. 5-K and Government considered that. Us. 5-8 was 
justified, but in view of the representation made by the people of Burdwan, 
Government just reduced it to Us. 4-S for the year 1945-40. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’hle Minister please 
give the reason or basis on which Government thought that Its. 4-8 was 
reasonable and not Us. 2-9? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

Government considered that Its. 5-8 was quite reasonable, but in order to 
meet the wishes of the non-official representatives, Government reduced it 
to Us. 4-8. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state when the second increment from Us. 3 to Us ->-8 was made, that is, 
whether it was made during the regime of section 93 administration? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

It was raised during the section 93 regime. 

Mr. JADABENDRA NATH PANJA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why the rate of Us. 2-9 per acre should have been raised to 
Its. 4-8 when there is surplus every year in the Damodar Canal budget? 

The Hon’M. Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAHl 

Because of increment in th cost of maintenance and rise in the price of 
agricultural produce. 
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I If. JADABEHORA MATH PAMJAs Was there any loss of revenue 
in net receipt for Damodar Canal in any year? 

The HOfi’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

The question of loss does not arise. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: In view of the answer just given 
by the Ilon’ble Minister, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
he considers the ability of the tenants to pay a sufficient reason to increase 
the rate of taxation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

Definitely. The tenants are in a position to pav Rs. 5-8, not to speak of 
Ks. 4-8. 

Mr. ANNADAPRA8AD MANDAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the then Minister-in-charge Sir Bijov Prasad Singh Roy assured the 
people of Burdwan that the rate will not be enhanced from Us. 2-9 per 
acre ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

I am not aware of any such assurance given by the then Ilon’ble Minister. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to Ntatc it cetifieate proceedings have to be taken recourse to for 
realising these rates? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

I am not aware whether any certificate procedure will have to be taken 
recourse to but probably people have been thinking that by their agitation 
they will be able to reduce the raft* and that is why they are withholding 
payment. 

Hr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there was any default, how many of the tenants defaulted, 
what is the amqunt of default and for how many years they were 
defaulting? 

The Hon' bio Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

I am not in a position to give the reply offhand. If the honourable member 
wants a reply, I ask for notice. 

Mr. DEBCNDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the percentage of income in Hie earnings of the people there so as 
to justify an increment in the improvement levy from Its. 2-9 to Es. 4-8? 

The Hon’blo Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

The price of paddy has increased cent, per cent. The tenants are quite in 
a position to pay. As I have already said, they .ire in a position to pay 
not to speak of Its. 4-8 but Its. 5-8 and people were paying Its. 5-8 and 
their average income has considerably increased probably 5 or 6 times. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the TIon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us if his answer that the tenants are able to pay is based on 
any investigation made by Government or be is making a guess? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

It is baaed on investigation during the crop-cutting experiment. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us the receipts from the tax and the expenditure thereon in 
the year in which the tax was raised from Rs. 2-8 to Rs. 5-8? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

I aak for notice. 
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Mr* BANKUBEHARI MANDAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
a Qtaal Enquiry Committee was formed consisting of members of this 
Legislature and high officers and they reduced the rate to Re. 2*9 in 1939? 

The Hon’bte Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMANi 

It inay be. 

Mr. BANKUBEHARI MANDAL: May I kuow why after proper 
enquiry by the Committee Government increased the rate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN? 

The committee might have thought it fit to reduce the rate then. 

Mr. BANKUBEHARI MANDAL* Soldiers were appointed to realiso 
the rate which after proj»er enquiry was reduced. What is the reason for 
raising it now? Is it profiteering? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN? 

Because the prices of agricultural commodities have gone much higher 
than what they were in 1939. So Government was a*inplv justified in 
raising the rate to Its. 5-8. In flew of representations made Government 
have reduced it to Rs. 4-8. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what was the rate of increase in the yield ot paddy crop 
per acre in the Damodar ('anal area as a result of construction of the 
canal ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN? 

I ask for notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state whether the question of rate of increase of the yield of 
crop per acre was taken into account while assessing the tax on acreage of 
the land in that area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN? 

Certainly it was taken into eonsideiation. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the IWble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the cost of other necessaries of life has increased? 

The Hon’hle Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

Oh ! yes. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
please tell us having regard to the increased cost of other necessaries of 
life and of cultivation whether there is any justification for increasing the 
tax? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

We have just reduced the rate from Rs. 0-8 to Its. 4-8. So the question 
of increase does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In view of the fact, that there is 
a great feeling against increase of tax, will the Hon’hle Minister consider 
the desirability 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; On a noint of order, Sir. I 
think the questions that are being put are not relevant in the sense that 
there has been no increase. On the other hand as the Ilon’ble Minister has 
stated, this Ministry, after assumption of office, has reduced the rate from 
Bs. 5-8 to lie. 4-8. Therefore the question that there is an increase and all 
other questions put in that line are out of order. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
consider the desirability of reducing the rate? 

(No reply.) 
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Incident in front of the Calcutta AH-fodia Radio Station on 29th My, 194$. 

*51. Mr. 8ATISH CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether his attention lias been drawn to newspaper reports relating 

to the incident which happened in front of the Calcutta All-India 
Radio Station on the 29th July, 1946; 

(b) whether a number of girl students belonging to the Bengal Pro- 

vincial Students’ Federation were posted for peaceful picketing 
in front of the said station on that day when a general strike haa 
been declared in support of the i>ostal employees on strike; 

(c) whether the said girls requested the officers in charge of the said 

station to close down the said station for that day; 

(d) whether a well-known officer in charge of programmes sent for the 

police although the said girls behaved with commendable restraint 
throughout and there was no occasion for police action or inter- 
ference ; 

(e) whether European sergeants charged the said girls with batons and 

a jeep containing European sergeants was driven straight on to 
the said girls ; 

(f) whether seven of the girls were badly hurt and all of them received 

injuries ; 

( y ) whether Government propose to make a sifting enquiry into the 
matter and take action against the Sergeants if found guilty; 
and 

£/i) if not, why not? 

MINI 8TE R -in-charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 
H. 8. 8uhrawardy ) : («) Yes. 

(b) A number of girl picketers posted themselves in front of the All- 
India Radio Station. 

(r) Certain women volunteers went into the building and demanded that 
broadcasting should cease for the day. 

(d) The |K)liee intervened when they came to learn that crowd of picket- 
ers had invaded the headquarters station of the All-India Radio and were 
preventing the stuff from performing their duties. 

(e) No. 

(/) No. One woman pickcter is reported to have been slightly grazed 
by the mudguard of a police car owing to her having misjudged the distance 
between herself and the gate as the car drove in. 

(ft) and (h) 1 am satisfied that the police handled the difficult situation 
in a tactful manner and that no blame attaches to them. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government will consider the desir- 
ability of appointing women police to deal with women volunteers and 
picketers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: At present no such proposal is 
before Government. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BH ATTACH AR JEE : Who sent for the 

police ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The Police learnt of the incident 
and was there at the All-India Radio Station. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTAGHAR JEE : How could the 
police know of the incident? 
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Th# Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: It is tbe business of the police 
to keep information. 

Mf. JYOTI BA8U: With reference to answer M, will the Hon’ble 
Miniater be pleased to state whether the women volunteers requested an 
officer of the Radio Station to dose down work for the dav P 

Ttie Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : Yes, Sir: and the officer-in- 
charge of the Station also informed the picketer* that it was not possible 
for them to close down the radio because at that time duo to tbe prevalence 
of the postal strike the All-India Radio Station was maintaining a link 
between Delhi and Calcutta and it was proved to be the only means, *>., 
radio transmissions by which news was supplied from Delhi and other 
places. In view of this fact the authorities of the All-India Radio expressed 
their inability to close down tbe business, because they were maintaining 
au essential link of communication. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: With reference to answer (A will the Hon’ble 
Minister make it clear as was asked in the question whether one officer of 
the Radio Station called for the police to intervene in this matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot state that offhand, but 
the police learnt that there was a large crowed before the All-India Radio 
Station not only at the gate, but that they had crossed the harrier and 
had gone into the studio and the engineering room. That is why the 
police went to the spot. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Ilon’hlc Minister he pleased 
to state how they knew that it was the girl picketer who misjudged the 
distance between herself and the gate and not tie* police Sergeant who 
intentionally misjudged the distance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir If the honourable 
member is aware of the topography of the place hi* will know that the gate 
leading to the All-India Radio Station is very narrow and when the car 
was proceeding very carefully tin* women \olunteers were not visible, 
and when the car was entering the Station the women volunteers thought 
that if they came near the gate itself there would not he sufficient margin 
of space left for the car to proceed anv further hut they misjudged the 
distance. The driver of the car could not see the girl picketer who was 
behind the gate post and she suddenly appeared in front of the mud-guard. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Will the Hon’lde Minister be pleased 
to state if that information is obtained from the girl picketer herself? Who 
made that information available? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Due inviNti^utiim whs made and 

it was ulsn reported by impartial passersln not eonneeted with tbe Itudio... 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Who are they!* 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED Ali: I cannot give tin* names offhand. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U; With reference to answer (h) i* the Hmi'ble 
Minister awure that a woman volunteer who was supposed to la* slightly 
hurt had to be pieked up by ambulance and taken to tbe headquarter* of 
the Communist Party? 

The Henfrie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: I* the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that women volunteers entered the building of the All- 
India Radio Station although no one is allowed to enter without a pawP 
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The Nofl’bl* Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That is the position, but they 
lushed past the persons posted at the gate and because they were women 
pkketers it was not possible for the durwan or the caretaker to prevent 
their entrance into the building. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: On how many 

occasions did women volunteers picket in front of different offices in Calcutta 
during the last two years? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say. I think women 
volunteers were also employed in connection with the picketing of the 
Imperial Bank of India. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: With reference to answer (c) did the jeep drive in 
without a warning when the girl picketers were standing there? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: My information is that the 
vehicle was proceeding very slowly, and sufficient warning was given to the 
persons that the vehicle was going to get inside the premises. 

Acquirement of land in Kalimpong for a cattle-breeding farm. 

•52. Mr. D. 8. CURUNC: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Department of Land and Land Revenue be pleased to state whether it i« 
a fact — 

(i) that there is a proposal for acquiring 100 acres of lchmnuihal land 

in the Dungra block in Kalimpong subdivision in the district of 
Darjeeling for starting a cattle-breeding farm; 

( ii ) that the land is close to the town of Kalimpong; 

(Hi) that there are more than 00 families of the military personnels who 
are still in the military service within the area proposed to be 
acquired; 

(ir) that the elevation of the proposed land is less than 4,000 feet which 
is quite unsuitable for the siri bulls which are found in a place 
higher than 7,000 feet; and 

(v) that the public of Kalimpong held several meetings protesting the 
proposal and submitted the representation to the Government? 

(h) W T ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what decision the 
Government have arrived at in the matter? 

Ml MISTER -in-oharge of the DEPARTMENT of LAND ami LAND 
REVENUE (the Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muauamuddin Hotsain) :...(<>) 
(i) The land is proposed to be acquired not only for a cattle-breeding farm 
hut also for a multi-purpose agricultural farm and an agricultural head- 
quarters for the training of Gurkha ex-servicemen. 

(ii) and (r) Yes. 

(m) There are some families of military personnel and some retired 
military and civil officers in the said area. 

(ir) The elevation of the land being round about four thousand feet is 
not considered unsuitable for .tin cattle. 

(h) It has been decided to acquire the land after providing alternative 
accommodation for the persons who will be displaced as a result of the 
acquisition. ^ 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BH ATTACHABLE!: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether in consideration of the feelings of the 
people of the locality, Government is prepared to revise their decision? 

Tht Hovt’bl* Mr. BAlYfeD MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No, because 
that is the only suitable area where Sin cattle-breeding can be established. 
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Hr. D. 8. CURUNC: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
: whether the Subdivisional Otficer and (he Deputy Commissioner also pro- 
tested against the selection of that site? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: No. 

Mr. D. 8. CURUNC: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there is 75 
acres of Government land which will be <juite sufficient for agricultural 
headquarters and for the training of Gurkha ex-servicemen ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: That is not 
suitable for Siri cattle-farming. 

Mr. 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state bow many multi-purpose farms have been established in the 
Province of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: As far as ] 

am aware, there i* one at Dacca. 

Mr. 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state the reason which actuated Government to start a training 
centre exclusively tor Gurkha ex-servicemen ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Be, •ause they 
are ex-military men, and after being disbanded they require some sort of 
training. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the TToiPblo Minister l>e 
pleased to state whether he has made any enquiry us to whether an 
alternative site could he found which will he equally suitable for Siri 
cut tie- farming? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Certainly, an 
enquiry has been made. 


Abolition of zmindari system and permanent settlement in Bengal. 

*53. Mr. MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: (a) Is the non’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of I^and und Land Revenue aware that 
the people of Bengal are very eager and anxious to see that the abolition of 
the zemindari system and Permanent Settlement of Bengal is given effect 
to without any loss of time? 

(h) If the answer to (a) l>e in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when he proposes to introduce a Bill regarding the aboli- 
tion of the semindari find Permanent Settlement of Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: (a) Govern- 
ment are aware that there is a very great public, demand for abolition of the 
zemin dari system as quickly as possible. 

(b) Government have accepted in principle the main recommendation of 
the Land Revenue Commission to bring the actual cultivators into direct 
relation with the State by acquiring the interests of all rent-receivers. Neces- 
aary proposals for legislation are under consideration. Every attempt will lie 
made to introduce the Bill in the next Budget session. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUOHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Bill will cover the whole of Bengal 
or only a few districts? 

Th# Hon’W# Mr. SAIYBD MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Certainly, 
the whole of Bengal. 
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Mr. EBHAHIM KHANS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what are exactly the circumstances which prevent him from definitely 
assuring this House that the Bi!) for the abolition of the zemindary system 
am! Permanent Settlement of Bengal will be positively introduced in the next 
Budget Session? 

The HOft'Me Mr. BAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Because the 
Bill has not yet been drafted. The main provisions of the Bill are now 
under consideration of the Cabinet; owing to abnormal circumstances this 
could not be considered by the Cabinet Sub-Committee Meeting. But for 
this the main provisions of the Bill would have been approved by the 
Cabinet and would have gone to the Legislative Department for drafting. 

Mr. NJHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDER: With reference to his answer 
(h) where it is stated that Government intend to bring the actual cultiva- 
tors into direct relation with the State, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stute whether this relationship will be the same as previously in khas 
luahal areas, or some other system will be introduced? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: In khas 
mahal areas there are intermediaries, but here there will be no intermedia- 
ries. Even in khas mahal areas we will do away with intermediaries. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Rou ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government contemplate to have a November Session for the 
purpose of the introduction of the legislation for the abolition of the 
zemindary system. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: It is not for 

me to say. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when Government will come to a definite decision 
about the main provisions of the Bill? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08SAIN: As I have 
already stated we have already come to a decision; hut for abnormal 
circumstances we could place it before the Cabinet Sub-Committee. We will 
now put our heads together and send the Bill to legislative Department 
for drafting. 

Mr. BYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any machinery has been set up to take up the preliminary woiks 
for the purchase of zemindary rights? 

The Hon’bftt Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Preliminary 
work has already been undertaken in the districts of Faridpur and Baker- 
ganj. We have already started work in connection with the levisional 
records of rights in Sunderbans area in the last cold weather. As regards 
the aetual machinery for the purchase of zemindary rights that has not yet 
been set up. It will be set up by the next cold weather after we have got 
the legislative measures through. 

Mf. MUHAMMAD I8RAIL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he will be in a jmsition to publish the provisions of the Bill 
within a month or so? 

Tilt Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED* MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; No, it will 

take not less than two months* to draft. 

Mf. JYOTI BASUs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether he considers the abolition of zemindary system with or without com- 
pensation? 
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The HOft’Me Mr. SAIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAINt That is the 

matter under consideration. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Double Minister be pleased to 
state whether it will take at least a year to pass such a Bill P 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Why. you 
can pass in a day. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government contemplate to bring the Hill Indore a Select 
Committee ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: That is not 
for me to say, but for the House to say so. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the H on’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government propose to hold a November Session? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 1 have already 
stated that the Hill cannot be brought in Noveml>er Session, Ikhuuno it will 
be a long Hill dealing with a very important matter; besides, it will take at 
least two months for the Legislative Department to draft the Hill. They 
have already l>een given notice to draft the Hill. 

Mr. 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the llon'ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether Government contemplate to effect 1 lie abolition of 
xemindury system Indore the Hill is placed on the statute book? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 1 don’t think 

it will be proper. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD I8RAIL. Will the llon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state whether he is aware that there is a strong feeling in the country that 
the acquisition of zemindary lights should Ik* without compensation ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes, in 
certain quarters there is such a feeling. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government have anv consideration to tin- fact that the 
zemiudary system should be ulwdished without any compensation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Government 
have got the recommendations of the Floud Commission which sat and 
deliberated over this matter for full two years. They cannot easily brush 
aside the -recommendations of that Commission. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Wrong payment in the ofVlot of the Acftministintor-CcnsraJ. 

14. Mr. ABDUL AHAD* Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether there was any misappropriation in the office of the 

Administrator-General recently; 

(b) whether the Government have made any enquiry into the matter; 

and 

(c) what steps do the Government propose to take against those persons 

who were found* guilty in the case ? 
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MINISTER ill Oiwrgf of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Mr. 4og*nctra Nith Mandal): (a) There was no misappropriation but due 
to the negligence of some of the clerks of his office a sum. of Es. 400 
intended for payment to a beneficiery of an estate under his charge was paid 
to some fictious persons. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) The assistants responsible have been directed to make good the loss 
and this has been recorded in their Sendee ltolls and in order to put a stop 
to the recurrence of such instances in future the Administrator-General ana 
Official Trustee has been directed to exercise stricter vigilance on his staff. 

Point of Order, 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, we are called upon to vote upon 
the demand for grants, may I rise on a point of order? Sir, the demand 
has been quite unconstitutional. It is not permissible for this legislature 
to sanction the demands for grants. My point of order is that the demand 
that we ure going to discuss and vote upon is out of order and not admissible 
under the Government of India Act, 19-15, and the rules guiding the 
procedure of this Assembly and as such it is not within the competence of 
the Government to present the demand or the legislature to sanction the 
•demand in the way it has been presented to the House. It is not disputed 
that in financial matters we must first look up to the Government of India 
Act, 19:15, for authority as also to the rules guiding the procedure of this 
House. What does the Government of India Act say in this connection? I 
read the relevant section 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Instead of making a speech it would be 
better if you would kindly refer to the relevant section of the Government of 
Inida Act. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: I submit, Sir, that 1 am not making 
n speech. My point of order is thut we must first refer to section 78(7) of 
the Government of India Act as our authority. First, section 78(7) says — 

4 'The Governor shall, in respect of every financial year cause to be laid 
before the Chamber or Chambers of the Legislature a statement of the 
estimated receipts and expenditure of the province for that year, in this 
part of the Art referred to as the annual financial statement. ” Sub-section 
<*) lays down what details should be embodied and shown separately in the 
animal financial statement. I shall now refer to section 79(7) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1985. There it has been laid down that "so much of the 
estimates of expenditure as relates to expenditure charged upon the revenues 
of the province shall not be so submitted to the vote of the legislative 
Assembly". Sub-section {2) says that so much of the said estimates *as 
relates to other expenditure shall be submitted in the form of demand for 
grants to the legislative Assembly and the legislative Assembly shall have 
the power to assent or refuse to assent or assent subject to a reduction of 
the amount specified therein. Now from these sections and sub-sections you 
will find that everywhere it is laid down that the demands under the 
budget heads must be estimated expenditure and any actual expenditure 
must not be telescoped into estimates of future expenditure. Now I draw 
your attention to the second point that power has Wn given to the Legis- 
lative Assembly to assent or refuse to asseut or to assent subject to a reduc- 
tion of the demand for grant specified therein. Now, Sir, if you look into 
this year’s budget estimates you will find that the financial statement has 
been split up into three columns? In the first column actual expenditure from 
a certain date to a certain dale has been given. In the next column has 
been given the estimated expenditure since that date upto the end of the 
present financial year. My submission is that Government have nef power to 
submit actual expenditure in the name of budget estimates. If the actual 
expenditure is to be lanctioned, it must come as a motion for excess grant 
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not as budget estimate! In this connection 1 shall also refer to certain 
rule* of procedure. In the Central Legislature on the 10th March, 1929, 
it was ru.ed that if there is an excess grant, it must come in the shape of a 
motion of an excess grant anil not as an estimate because it is not really 
an estimate. This point was also raised some time ago in this Legislature. 
It was placed before the Deputy Speaker who was presiding over the 
meeting at that time. He left it tor the Speaker to give a ruling, but 
unfortunately it was not subsequently pressed to a division and no ruling 
was obtained. On that occasion it was on the 28th February, 1944, the 
Deputy Speaker observed— “In my view the inclusion of actuals into 
estimate cannot be possible in any othei country than in ludia where it has 
become possible under the gaib of usual practice”. That was his observa- 
tion. My next submission is that you cannot split up the budget into two 
parts, one consisting of actuals and the other of estimates. The budget 
must stand as a whole, in this connection 1 refer you to the ruling given 
by the last Speaker on 7th -July, 194*1. The tilling was that the budget is 
one unitary document, and cannot be dealt with piecemeal, and that the 
budget cannot be split up and treated separately. If it is a unitary document, 
that means that not only the actual expenditure portion is ultra nres, but 
that whole financial statement containing partly actual expenditure already 
incurred and partly the estimates for tin- next few months of the year is also 
ultra nres. That is my second point, Sir. It has been laid down in 
section 79(2) of the Government of India Act, lSMf). thut the Assembly has 
got the power to assent or refuse to assent or assent subject to a reduction 
of the amount specified therein. Now, Sir, suppose, something thut has 
already been spent is presented to tbi.s House as estimates. In that case the 
House has no power to i educe it because it has been actually spent. That, 
l submit, is a gross violation of tin* provisions of the Government of India 
Act and the rules of procedure of this House. In view of this ruling and 
iu view of the above provisions of tin* Government of India Act and the rules 
ifiadc for the guidance of this House, this demand is ultm cm* and this 
demand cannot be presented m tin* shape in which it has been done and in 
view of the fundamental light involved, 1 hope you will give your most 
careful consideration to this most important question. I appeal to you, Hir, 
to uphold the rights of this Legislature and especially of the Opposition 
that have been given specifically and clearly by the Government of India 
Act. and not allow tin* Government to trample down our cherished rights 
and privileges 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 take it that your first point is that the 
actuals cannot 1 m* shown in the budget and thut your second point is that 
the budget being u unitary document actual! of expenditure cannot lie 
shown under budget estimates, and that in view of these powers given by 
the’* Government of India Act, fhe budget cannot come in the shape in 
which it has been presented. 

The Hon’bl# Mr. MOHAMMED ALI. Sir, so far as the objections that 
have been raised are concerned, I have some comments to offer, hirst, these 
objections should have been made w'hen the budget was first presented and 
not now' when we were voting supplies, and more than half of which have 
already been voted upon, and only a few demands are left for the sanction 
of the House. The honourable member has referred to sections 78 and 79 
of the Government of India Act regarding the form and procedure of the 
presentation of the financial statement. Tf he will look to the rules he will 
find that, we have submitted the estimates for the whole year. In the budget 
we have got three columns for the budget for the current year. In the first 
column is shown the expenditure we proposed to spend for the whole year. 
In H»e estimates for the financial year 1940-47, we have shown the actual 
expenditure incurred during {he Governor’s regime under section 98 as also 
estimates which we propose to spend after our assumption of office. There- 
fore we give the estimate? of expenditure for the whole yeaT. We give 
13 
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actuals of 1946-47 up to 24th. April, that w, the period of administration 
under section 93. In column 2 we give the expenditure required from the 
24tb April, 1946, to 31st March 1947, and in column 3 the actual expendi- 
ture incurred during the Governor’s administration. As required under the 
Act we have shown in the first column the estimates for the whole of the 
financial year and in order to make it clear we have given columns 2 and 3 
as supplements. Therefore, the objection raised does not arise at all. All 
the requirements of the rules and of the Act had been met. The other point 
was with regard to the procedure for sanctioning the budget which is a 
unitary whole. 1 do not want to go into the merits and demerits of the rul- 
ing of the Chair given by the last Speaker for I am bound by it. In 
accordance with that rule we have treated the budget as a unitary whole 
and this budget has been presented according to that ruling of the late 
Speaker. Now, Sir, with regard to section 79, when it says that it is within 
the competency of the House either to reduce the expenditure or reject it 
in toto , it is quite correct. It is up to the House to reduce the grant and 
we are hound to accept that; it is also up to the House to reject it in toto 
and we should be hound to accept that. So, the question of reduction or 
refusal at. this stage does not arise. It means that the whole budget is a 
unitary whole as has been placed and if any part of the budget is refused 
or fumed down by the House it will mean also that the total budget has 
been turned down and we shall have to abide by the decision of the House. 
So, the question of section 79 does not arise at all. So, 1 submit that the 
whole budget bus been presented in accordance with the section governing 
the presentation of the budget nnd (here is no defect or flaw in the procedure 
that has been adopted. 

Mr. J. C. CUPTA: With regard to the first objection that was made 
by Mr. Mohammed Ali that this point oft order cannot be raised now I need 
only say that it can always l>e moved. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I think you need not say anything on the 
point. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 think that the point of order raised by 
the honourable member is not tenable. Your predecessor, Mr. Nausher 
Ali, the then Speaker, had laid down certain procedure in similar circums- 
tances and the present budget complies with those directions — how a budget 
is to he presented if a section 93 period precedes the presentation of the 
budget and that has been complied with. 

Now, I find that the point of order arises from a confusion that actual 
expenditure cannot be included in the total estimates. But section 93 is a 
part of the Government of India Act and therefore that administration is 
contemplated and the budget when it has to he presented must include that 
expenditure during section 93 period in some form or other. If you are to 
maintain the point of order raised by the honourable member, then the 
budget cannot be presented to this House at all. It becomes an anomalous 
position. The position will become like this. They will say “Well, look 
here, as it is a Governor’s budget during the 93 administration, it should 
be presented to the House for sanction. If you do not do it. the budget will 
not have sanction behind it.” There was a controversy with regard to the 
point whether in exercise of the power under flection 93 of the Government 
of India Act the Governor’s budget should be considered as a valid budget 
for the whole ^rear when the section 93 administration is not there, whether 
the proclamation under section 93 was cancelled, whether the budget was 
to be considered to be a valid Tmdget. It was then held that you are to 
submit the budget to the House for its sanction. 

Now, Sir, if you maintain this point of order what will happen? You 
cannot present the Governor’s budget under the rule ; on the other hand the 
Governor’s budget will not be valid for the whole year when the proclama- 
tion under that order was not there. Therefore there must not be a budget 
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at all before tills House. That is a position which cannot be contemplated 
by the Government oi India Act. It there is any such section it should be 
so interpreted as to resolve that incons^teucy. li you accept the well known 
interpretation of law that sections are to Ik* interpreted so that they are 
not inconsistent, in that case, Sir, you are to hold that th in is out of order. 
As 1 have said, the point of order assumes that the actuals cannot he included 
in the estimates That is a wrong assumption. Supposing by the diet 
March in a normal year the budget could not he got through tor some reason 
or for some circumstances over which the Minister has no control, then some 
of the actual expenses must necessarily he incurred. This is practical 
administration, it is not a question oi theory. It must he included in the 
estimates. It is only to help the members that that column was shown that 
this much of the expenditure was actually spent during the 9*‘l administra- 
tion, that is not. a matter to he voted upon. That was the reason why 
Mr. Nausher Ali, the then Speaker, ruled that this is the form that should 
be adopted. 

Then, Sir,, under the Rules ot Business — I cannot refer to the rules 
offhand — if there is anything vague, if there is no precedent with regard to 
a matter in that rule, the Speaker can gi\r directions how the business of 
the House should he transacted. There is a rule like that in our rules and 
under those rules Mr. Nausher Ali gine that direction and the rule was 
followed and tin* directions were complied with. 

In these circumstances, Sii, 1 would say that the point of order is not 
maintainable. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Deputy Speaker, you were 
asking Mr. Sinhu to give sou the substance of the argument put forward by 
him in regard to the point of order raised by him. 1 think one point was not 
taken down; that has been missed. That is regarding procedure by which 
where something has actually been spent, that has to haw sanction of the 
legislature by way ot motion, and there is a ruling to that effect and my 
friend quoted that titling My friend Mr. Ka/.lur Rahman raised one point 
that it there art* circumstances over which the Ministry had no control and 
the budget could not la* presented in time, there cannot he any presentation 
of the budget at all it tin** point of order is upheld. Jlut, Sir. there is a 
procedure m pal liumentary practice to present such a budget, namely, by 
way ot a motion. So it cannot 1m* aigucd that li once the budget could not 
be piescuted due to mouinstances over winch the Ministry had no control, 
the budget cannot Iw* presented. It can be presented by way of a motion. 
That point may be taken into consideration by you in coming to a decision. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Mr Deputy Speaker, my 
triend Mr. huzlui Rahman contended that because of section 9-1 government 
and the expenditure incurred during that regime the budget could not be 
presented unless the device thut the present Ministry adopted was actually 
allowed. I suggest. Sir, that financial rules and provisions are one of the 
i oflstitutioual safeguards for the rights of this House, ft is also an undis- 
puted fact that foolish use of the arbitrary powers of section 9d may lead to 
anomalies and in the present case an anomaly has arisen. Even in parlia- 
mentary procedure the rights of the House in the matter of the purse ensures 
many healthy conventions and rights of Parliament which otherwise might 
have fallen within the purview of the prerogative of the Drown, prerogative 
unlimited and unrestricted. Mvtnttx mvtandu in the present case, under 
the Constitution Act this House has got the constitutional right of actually 
voting upon estimate^ and in the budget only items which are charged are 
separately shown and all other items to be voted must come as estimates. 
And this House thus ensures its constitutional power over the Government 
so that no aimmtit is to he spent beyond the charged amounts which are not 
sanctioned by a vote of this House. Otherwise there will be no constitu- 
tional safeguard or restriction* in the matter of expenditure of revenue of 
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tlw Province. The House stands in the position of a guardian of the 
revenues of this Province. The House has to sanction the amounts and 
after the sanctioned amounts have been spent, the accounts have to pass 
through the Public Accounts Committee and come to this House for scrutiny. 

If any amount has been spent due to any exigency without the previous 
sanction of this House that has got to come before the House as a motion for 
excess grant. After the items of expenditure have lieeu examined by the 
Public Accounts Committee, they have to come before the House as a 
special motion lor an excess grant. That was the simple procedure left open 
to the Ministry. The Ministry cannot now take advantage of a clumsy, 
wrong and unconstitutional procedure they have adopted and plead that 
unless the Chair is pleased to give them some latitude, the budget cannot 
be introduced. As you know, as an expert lawyer, everybody must face the ! 
const*! | uence of the rights and wrongs of his action, and the Ministry is 
placed in that precise position. We, on this side of the House, submit that 
the point of order raised by Mr. Sinha deserves your very careful considera- 
tion and this House cannot abrogate its authority as regards its right of first 
voting the estimates of expenditure before the Government can be enabled 
to spend any money; 1, therefore, submit that this budget, as introduced, 
is irregular and void and ultra vires ah initio. It is at this stage quite in 
order to point out that irregularity and rectify the position. I, therefore, 
submit that you will accept Mi. Sinha’s point of order and rule this budget 
irregular, ultra vires and void ah initio. 

Mr, 8HARFUDDIN AHMED: I won't take a long time of the House. 

As regards the point of order raised by my learned friend opposite that 
from the legal and juristic points of view such objection can be taken at 
any moment, I respectfully differ from him. From the juristic point of 
view and from the legal point of view no parts can be taken by surprise, 
provided there was an opportunity to place one’s point of view in this House 
before. Here in this House when the budget was introduced and general 
discussion was allowed, our learned friends opposite took lot of time and 
spoke lot of tilings, but then they did not care to mention ulioiit this irre- 
gularity of the form of the budget in which it was presented. They 
reserved their objection for the last minute to take the Government by 
surprise. That is a position which is not contemplated by rules of inter- 
pretation. 

Secondly, coming to the merit ot the question my submission is that 
the budget, as presented, can be construed as an estimate of the expenditure, 
as contemplated by the provision of the section just mentioned. In my 
opinion these columns taken together can certainly, be construed as such, 
because these columns showing the actual expenditure of parts of the year 
are, I think, helpful to the members in coming to their decision. So these 
three columns 1, t? and If together certainly can be construed and taken as 
an estimate of the expenditure of the year which is really contemplated by 
the provision. On this ground the point that the budget is not in form also 
falls to the ground. 

On these two grounds, I submit, that this point of order is really out of 
order. 

Mr* MUDA88IR H088AIN: Sir. I think this point of order is out 
of order. (Laughter and cri$s of ‘‘hear, hear”.) You may heartiV laugh. 
You may make yourself meerv but the point is this point of order is out of 
order. (Renewed laughter.) My friend Mr. Fazlur Rahman haa cited 
chapters and versa*. My friends over there have also cited chapters and 
verses, hut I do not take shelter, I do not take protection under the 
chapters and verses. (Laughter.) The budget was introduced and discussed 
from 20 to 30 days ago and many demands were discussed and voted. Many 
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papers were read out but no objection up to this date was raised befor* Hill 
no-confidence motion was tabled. It is being done only after the no-conli* 
deuce motion was lost. (Laughter.) 

(Amidst loud uproar the member resumed his seat.) 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 have 
only one word to say. Mr. iSiuha, who is new in this House, is not aware 
of what took place during the last session of the Bengal legislative 
Assembly. In 194d also, after section M administration for a few days, in 
April a Ministry was formed and then a budget hud been presented. 
The budget was presented in the House sometime in September or end of 
August. The then llon’ble Speaker, the predecessor of the present Speaker 
gave a ruiiug and lie laid down ceituiu rules winch have to be observed, 
and then the budget had to be represented to this House in 194**1 ill accor- 
dance with the directions given by the then Hon’bie Speaker. This year 
in presenting our budget, we have followed the ruling of the then llon’ble 
Speaker, Mr. Nausher All and it is in full conformity to the directions 
which lit* gave m 194*1. Therefore, the question thul the budget has not 
been presented m accordance with the rules does not arise. I hojie you 
will adhere to the ruling given by the then Speaker ami will also see that 
you will he satisfied that the Budget estimates that we have presented are in 
full aeeord to the directions given by the Speaker in 194H. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, in view of what tin* Hon’bie 
Mi Mohammed All ha* ;,ust spoken, muy l submit a few words more? 
My submission is that although 1 am a new member in this House, 1 have 
gone through the past proceedings of this House and l am fully aware that 
a ruiiug was given by Mr. Nausher Ali in a situation thut was almost similar 
to the situation that has arisen todu\ . Hut. Sir, there is one difference. 
The point of order raised by Dr. Syamuprasad Mookherjee on that occasion 
was that tilt* Government had not presented the expenditure incurred during 
9U regime, lie said that the budget stumls or goes as a whole. His words 
are imprinted on my memory. Sir, he said “1 know />, but l do not know 
X or Y. It you are piesenting the budget in the shape of X minus Y-Z, 
and if two things are not known out ot the whole budget, then the whole 
budget is not precise and, therefore, the whole budget goes. Now, Sir, on 
this oceasion the question is a different one The Government have presented 
the budget, but they have presented it not in the way it should have been 
presented. It is nut a question of not presenting anything but presenting 
something in a wrong way. They have presented it in the shape of an 
estimate. 1 ouite realise that the sum actually spent must he presented for 
sanction of tne legislature. That was ruled by the Hon’ble Mr, Syed 
Nausher Ali on that occasion. But I also submit that it should have been 
presented not in the nature of estimates to get the hallmark of this Legis- 
lature in this backdoor and surreptitious way but in the shape of excess 
grants. As is the Parliamentary practice in England and in the Central 
Legislative Assemblv so also it should be in this House — that was also the 
observation of the Deputy Speaker to which T have already referred. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, may I just assist you by 
directing your attention to the exact point? It is not the defect in form 
that really matters. Now what is the exact point? The exact point is this: 
No Government is allowed to make any expenditure for the estimates first 
being presented and passed by an A«sembly. Tn May's Parliamentary 
Practice you will also find a point has arisen in different connections. 
Whenever any expenditure has been made without previous sanction of the 
estimates that has been considered as a breach of the privilege of the House 
and therefore there has been separate procedure laid down for such a thing, 
i.e., it must be scrutinised ^beforehand bv the Public Accounts Committal 
and after that it must come is by a special motion for sanction of exceM 
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frank That is what has been sought to be done and why ? The reason is 
this • No Government can ever be allowed to spend a single pice of public 
revenue without first obtaining the sanction of the House Of course in this 
case Government will say that it was not spent by them It was spent 
durimr the 93 procedure. If that was so they should not have shown the 
estimates from 1st to 24th and asked this House to sanction them because it 
is opening up a way to serious breach of the privilege of the House, mat 
is, Sir, the point which you will see ami give a ruling upon. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Am I to understand that the point of order 
is only with regard to the estimates from 1st to 24th April? 

Mr. «|. C. GUPTA: The actuals cannot be shown in estimate. 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I think Mr. Sinhn does not mean that. If 
that was his point this is clearly covered by the ruling of Mr. Nausher Ali 
and the point of order ceases to have any meaning at all. I think he means 
the whole thing, that is, from the 25th April to the day of the presentation 
of the budget. 


Mr. J. C> GUPTA: That also comes in. 


Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: My point is that the first thing cannot 
come, and if the first thing cannot come then the whole thing goes. It stands 
or goes as a whole. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Si j , no tar as the ruling of the previous 
Speaker is concerned, vou are not bound by that at all. That is only a 
guidance. 

Mr. J. c. GUPTA: He is bound. 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Ha ve \ou got anything further to add, 
Mr. Sinlm? 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: 1 think 1 have stated my points 
sufficiently fully. 

The Hoit’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: From what Mr. Sinha has stated, 
Sir, it transpires that he objects to the delayed presentation of the 
budget. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: No. No. 

The Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 think lie contends that the 
Governor framed the budget under section 93 and he trained the budget for 
the whole year. Then section 93 was revoked on 24th April, 1946. and the 
Ministry was put into office and the Ministry was functioning from the 25th 
April. Now, the expenditure that has been incurred for the 24 days of April 
has been entered in the Governor’s budget. I think the point raised by 
Mr. Sinha is that we should have taken sanction of the Legislature to it on 
the assumption of office by us 

Mr, BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: No, No. My point was hot regarding 
the question of time, though I understand that the budget framed by the 
Governor’s rules distinctly lavs down the period of time. I do not refer to 
that time. In view of the ruling given by your predecessor, Sir, 
Mr, Nausher Ali, mv point is that if any expenditure has been incurred, 
it must come not in the shape o4 estimates but in the shape of excess grants. 
That is inv first point. 

My second point is that if you include actual expenditure in what you 
term “estimates”, then not only the actual expenditure cannot be sanctioned 
because the budget comes as n whole, but the whole budget also including 
tie period for which you are estimating for the future goes out. My third 
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point is that it is not a question ot the Governor framing the budget under 
section 93. It has been distinctly ruled by your predecessor that if the 
Governor framed the budget under section 93 and revoked it later, the 
expenditure incurred during that period must come to the legislature for 
sanction. I agree with the Government there, but my point is that it must 
come to the legislature in am liter shape. Rut the shape in which it has 
been presented not only vitiates the expenditure incurred during that 
period but also the expenditure that you are going to make and as such the 
whole budget goes. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, after the position is accepted that the 
ruling of Mr. Nasher Ali is binding, 1 think all this discussion do not, arise 
at all because he has said definitely that during section 93 period the 
expenditure which has been incurred has to lie shown separately. Now here 
the contention that has been raised is this that even utter section 93 period 
there is again a period when a certain expenditure has been incurred. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-M AZUMDAR : That is not the point. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Then a hat is the point? The honourable 
member lias said that actual expenditure lias been included in the estimates, 
So tar as the actual expenditure incurred is concerned it is either the expen- 
diture during the 93 period oi after the section 93 period up to today. 
Then* can In* no other actual expenditure If that is not the jioint of 
Mr. Sinha, there is no point ot order at all. Then if that is the position, 
if the actuals had been included in the budget, there cannot be a third 
period of actual expenditure. One is actual expenditure incurred during 
the 93 period and tin* other is tin* actual expenditure incurred during the 
period from the end of section 93 period up to the time of today or the day 
of presentation of the budget 

Sir, the presentation ot the budget has been made in accordance with the 
ruling given by Mr Nausher All. Now, Sii , the question of sanction of an 
excess grant does not concern a normal budget. They come after the Public 
Accounts Committee had gone into the budget. Before the budget is passed 
the Committee of Account** do not sit and therefore that point does not 
arise ut all and is not relevant also. Then what Mr. Nausher Ali suid in 
that section 93 period expenditure should be shown separately. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. Fazlur Rahman, I think nothing more 
is necessary on the point which you are developing. I have made up my 
mind. 

So far as the first point of Mr. Sinha is concerned, viz , that the actually 
cannot be shown in the budget estimates, I feel there is of course some 
difficulty with regard to the provisions of the Government of India Act, I 
find there is no specific provision in the Government of India Act, 1935, 
for a contingency of this nature. Then some of the honourable members 
have referred to the procedure in the Central Assembly as well a* the pro- 
cedure obtaining in the British Parliament. Strictly speaking, in my 
opinion the conventions that are obtaining in the British Parliament or the 
precedents that are obtaining in the Central Legislature do not apply to a 
case of this type In the provincial Legislature. In the British Parliament 
nobody can dream of section 93 regime nor is there a responsible Ministry 
at the Cehtre. So T am not really hound by the precedents obtaining there. 

I have seen the ruling of Mr. Nausher Ali given on the 7th July, 1943. He 
realised the difficulty about a matter of this nature. In fact there has been 
argument whether there has been any dirction of the then Speaker as to the 
•bowing of the actuals in the budget estimates. But according to my reading 
of the ruling, L find that what he reallv meant was that the actual expen- 
diture was also to be shown in the budget. On that occasion His Excellency 
tne Governor expressed bis inability to say what was the actual expenditure. 
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That is why the Government could not show the actual amount spent on 
that occasion for the period from the 1st to 23rd of April, 1943. The 
Ho n’ble Speaker , however, held that this should have been shown. Now i 
find that the figure of the actual expenditure which has been shown in the 
budget has been done in accordance with the direction given by Mr Nausher 
Ali on 7th duly, 194*1. home of the honourable members have suggested 
that as a matter of form the demand for this excess grant should have come 
before the House in the form of a motion. That is the only objection they 
have taken relying on the convention of liritish Parliament. As I have said 
before, the convention of British Parliament does not help me in a matter 
of this kind, because there nobody can imagine a contingency of this nature, 

I hold that the budget can be presented in this form and manner. 

Regarding the second point the budget is really unitary. No two 
budgets have been presented before the House. The actual expenditure has 
been shown as a matter of explanation in one column of tne budget to 
satisfy the direction given by the then Speaker on the 7th July, 1943. So 
the budget has not been actually divided. As the honourable member will 
find, in column 1 the whole amount has been shown and the subse«iuent 
columns are merely explanatory. 1 

As regards the third point, there is no doubt that the Legislature has 
got the power either to take the whole budget or to take a part of it. On that 
point, I believe, no ruling from me is necessary. 

So, in my opinion, the budget is in order. 


Message from the Counoil. 

Secretary read the following message: — 

Vf hat 1 t,1 . e -on.urr,.,,.-,. of the Bengal legislative Assembly be asked to 
H .^r Wul Mf-Government Associations (Recognition) Amendment 

V. , \ “ 8 . ,,aNH 7 1 'Li 1 ','; legislative Council at its meeting held 

on the loth August, 1946. * 


DEMAND FOR CRANT8. 

XVI I, etc.— Irrigation. 

The Hon'ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that 
a sum of Ks. be granted for expenditure under the heads “XVII- 

Expenses— 18-Other Revenue Expenditure himiiced 
from Ordinary Revenue- 18(1 t-Other Revenue Expenditure finaneel from 
famine Insurance bund— 1!M ’oust ruction of Irrigation. Navigation 
«n"l ’? «.r ne ” lh, r, H ^ Works-R-Finnneed from Ordinarv Revenue 

Works’’ ° n r " , ' tl< " 1 " f Irr, 8“«>»n. Navigation. Embankment and Drainage 

m l Mr ;v R A J , EN , DRA "A™ SARKAR: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir. I beg to 
“TVti h » h T R»- 2.08.00,000 for ex,a>nditure under the loads 

Jv TI \ et <' -Irrigation be reduced by Rs. 100. The reason for moving the 
motion is to raiae a discussion about the failure of Government in m*kiiu t 
provision for prevention of saline water into the lands under cultivation in 
the southern parts of the districts concerned in the province. 

Khalil' t" kwls <h u ' Hn,ther ‘*- P? rt ol the districts of 34-Pargana* and 
“f 5 TO P 8 ca " ** Frown without proper and adequate embankments 
iL T. ' ! ^ lnn V h °[ water In *be lands. Sir. so far eonstruetion 

and maintenance of embankments are being taken up by the tillers of the 
P°° r “®y •«. it is in most cases impossible for them and 
beyond their means to construct adequate and proper embankments. Sir. 
aituated M the lands are near the big rivers falling directly to tb« Bay.pf 
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Bengal, the same are visited by floods almost every year. And e« a result 
thereof the inadequate embankments (rive way and invariably the crops of a 
very vast area are destroyed. It is well known that these lands are capable 
of producing only one crop a year, and the destruction of that single crop 
brings forth scarcity and famine necessitating other measures on the part of 
the Government to save the people affected from starvation and distress. 

Sir, the failure of Government to make provisions for construction and 
maintenance of embankments of lands under cultivation in the southern 
parts of the district of Khulna and 24-Pnrgnnas has led the people concerned 
to manifold sufferings and distress which cannot l>e averted even with utmost 
efforts on the part of the Government. 

Sir, 1 would now suggest that if the Government make adequate and 
proper provisions for the construction and maintenance of the emlwuikmenta 
for lands under cultivation in the saline area so as to save them from the 
attacks of floods, the valuable crops of vast areas in the southern part of 
the districts concerned will be saved and then* will be no distress and no 
famine and thousands of poor people will lie saved from starvation. This 
will also save lots of Government money. 

Sir, with these words I would commend my motion for acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 move 
that the demand of Its. 2, tiS, 00, 000 tor expenditure under the heads “XVII. 
etc. -Irrigation” be reduced by Rs. 100. The reason for moving the motion 
is to raise a discussion about the failure of Government to complete und 
sometimes even to commence the irrigation works such as Soadighi- 
(vangukhuli Diainuge Scheme, Kaliaghai Extension Scheme. Dolnng 
Irrigation Project. Jhargrum Irrigation Project, Putrangi Irrigation 
Scheme in tile district of Midnapore and elsewhere. 

motion move wa fatv wtff 4* vft* Wfi cu «r.* cftflfsff 

fsrtftfa Drainage scheme, ▼ifarffT* Extensa » scheme tpijfo -ft* 

gusT* frvi (vcitn rv fo* 4 rv m 4* rf cf tff** 

♦JT3TV *rm rv i wtfa Irrigation Minister 4f efts cf rnrcf 

4 fsesrs & etfcs vcv* written ffn i vvn effort'}* frc*c‘j, ntlnc^TC*®, *rff 

fgy r t t s 4fe im frevra frai vpi ^frffi revets i ftft fverf cfev ^ foffci wtv^n 
nftni Mw i 

“crff^Pjc* wfartf rtfr^trei^ ffii rtrnt* i nrr wr 

^ftfwvs r*tn favtrs i wm citato r*ro i vr g wj- ^jwr>Tt fruit rtite* i 

jhpj ir*f oti-ffrvtfr ’ftj, ats 41 : tftfro fcmcf i cvfiJt'Ji nr cn it*tt S'tn fi 
wn rtvtc* i wtt ufcm irvrfrs foitfc rfU ffTtf ven municipality! 

irvn Ttn rfrire* i ^mntrn iwtot n rtm i cweffft* n;wt* m rsm 

W cvmntt rfrites 4i; vrnei m ttvti miti i» wen ffail 

fritm 4* ororct t =»*ti 4tf otfinn faitrc 4ft ¥en -rsnrff tff* jpff'® *^n Rites 4ie 
cw m* ¥ne«H ^tnreu ^fti fi v ^ am vtsTev i 

wftre i=m r$!te* 4ft sti vmrj irem *ifcN^i Htm 4v nt fi n; 
tfefnvrro vwn rtrrei -are qg f rtre cnntnvM vnn ctvtev 4ft vn finrtef t 

4Fft W3T1 wm cf nm basin ftm, wtfn Irrigation Miniit€r4i ft wtfp4«f fnrtf, ent 

jfff basin rtn vnn ni rtn fwm? i ven orfM^pr cwnrr® ftum cn wni eff » 

ftcicf tstro wmrft wnm tnerr® vff wvrwt measures m mwn fti wr’c*! nwil 

Wl J flW fHlff fW fCf fro effi ffT5 i cf ffft measures cfflftt fW* 
<mfa *KHtfr Wfl Irrigation Minister nmi Cf Cf fff look-gate met, cm 
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(?) lock-gate wwrtwr lock-gate, 4$ m for fm Kit sluice^fi mt 
wtiwtmsf fot firs io 41* w fjwns Iff cwzP firs 40 t iicm itocs ci sluice ?mtf C4 
sluiced ftra dfarcf fot cigh 41 mwn feft OR Superintending Engineered dftfa ; 
dt* coast canal df* r*rft canals sluiced am ft^i « IKK itot Iff on£ 
cw am wiwfrw vo 4it m mr rd permission fro 40 itrs mn edit firs *1X1 1 

di^mss: o wn 4H 4®fa ifi t> m't% 4«Rt ddi in, mot vm tfedw fdf fr4Tf43 
wrs no 44* wni Itvcs no i 

41 r lo gm dfu C4fci C4fri 7m$ m relief ijd dfd 4*Rt dfdi dm main «T*dnr 1 

Relief if? 4*nf * 1 ts d wn m mot if cm *% 4 C 4 Tt m luro-n ars cm 

, s drift to 1 c$rfc osrfc cki cm 11 no* 41 4 H fsr$, 5m 441 fdfamft 
d3t4 worn 1 4tX3 4f 441 fm relief 74 3t4 dim d4i 7&d, 44* medical relief 44 s 4T4T? 
dfl 44dt4| 4«ttt temporary m 441 measures CdQdi nwti ot 441 dtft suggest dsff 1 
fdi dt4f< 4dmra fin ci oft 441 fwfn it 4fdR m 100 , om wi 

c 4 fci 44m dived yj 414 10 Afraid 454$ 4 ftdl? wo wo fcfdi ni 10 c* fdi d 44 s 

dii 74 ft i cdxdTt* rftes mew 151 dm ot 110 dfcdtwi F4c$, dfr^m-r ftci 

scheme vm, plan rms, fdi dtd d 4 i rsfa 1 dprr^ 41 7m p? »T4gg ??fH3 icif&di ; 

4 4 im IKS survey w, 44; 'it? wit utre fctdi 441 79, 41! wtz d*i 41 m fsfd 

dCdn^ l f|4tR WC* Cl d»fl oft] VOX 4* Cl 4$ 1KZ f?T4tfd5 41 C1VU 

exoavation *nrdf?r 1 dfft 4 fddCd Minister drf-trdd if dfd^H d^f^ 1 

Maulana ABDUL HAI : drd^hr Deputy Speaker ntc^rd. Irrigation mtt 
4v?n witf 1 dffartedd dt;*n Government d=rrmT depart mont4 0T5ir4^td! budget dc 3 ^, ^51 
4vs dredfa ; ddi vn, 0 sttdc^s d?fdr^m 43 is r^Ttdto icifimw 3 m 

d47^4i? Utdi budget dTi^^T 41! d*Trmj djr^TTcd G dx^d IfTdi budget 1C1C51 1 fdi 

c^f iini $nr< dwrt*m f^o 5 ! dr< ot 1(11 S^f3 fd^tn ki 4h o 1 ? 

4ttdtc3 <rtt^r< «R?i fd ddx ici ot fdvx5 dPirx'R 4 $ wr Government 44 $*?T>?bTv5i 'tfdsrfd^ 
ms 1 Irrigation *rffln CdR nc^Nd^d dRdi rcFF it 1 it fdf ^Ta 

Oft 4f"R dcw< w^t, cn4nR dTrdTdd sc* heme, 11 iU. f^n scheme ddT cdtB cdtf 

fcTdi TTd d'fl] vm 1 fdi c*i 5Tfr4’i division *ftR< »dT iv d^ S*J3 cil, specially 
offitwft am, ot c^mrt4t^t am o ^n. cwrdR o am dfsxdN otfcc* c*i ifm 
ddtfR it ? 44tC7HT FTt^'i divisionCd 4dd3tn c^s^i iciOS Cli ? 4 $ irrigation 4d 

ft* nr East Bengalcd d-^t'dc’t it? fren f«rcdc^ i dRRtdi vrrdd 4t ci famine, 
4t ci »[f%d, 4 cd 4 tm ; d’rcm* ci &jfs 4m m 4dxr^ wm 4t ci, ci nv 4 m«f% 
dT^TTF 40, O W 1\1 fivs 40, Ot 0*3 d^^tT3 ClR\ *1 1 C* dtd 4C4 W fW 

dni *nti of nv fwxd dtdOT Govemment4? 4d £ a «tt ivi mo 41 1 (RTiNt^tf 
jO 4td dTCf , Otf 4rr?Td 44* off c?44i branch^? 

d^nt Cdtdtdt»ft ^gfdCdf 4C4T df3 TO dC=Ttdd (^41 dtw Otf 1401 43 1$ dfdTI 
Cd4 r ofm dfdtmd Government cdR ifm iiifi ^ i dtfx 4RT3 Fit o c^tFWfti 
^ff 4^14 dm dl C*fw re 44* otd 4d 4 dd 44441X74 4T4TI d41 dl 74 3f7c*f 

<dHW«ft4 xmxd? dfo 444 44‘TTd 44 s ! d4T3 7C4 I 3t4 df44 43 IS famine OMtO OOt 
Cffl C4 cdtd Government 4 4d4 dtt C4 d4 loan 4T4i 4i relief 44 ff47 4t7t47 dm 3IC4I 
tftdltFtm i *434Tm c4 4dn TTf f%mrf--dMdt4i paper4 cioor ci Ft?p4 « 7n?tn ?Hcd 
4td4tm 4*f 7f41 dmcf I Stoi 4»f 4T1 dm fdCIXd I Cdtdl dd ^ftdl dC4 441 4tT44 dtfdfdCd 
(1C! firmrf I 3t4 4CW 4m 4t4Xf I 4443tm 4^tdfd C4Xd d4 tfC4l WOO C4 C4d^l Ttftl 

fdf dft cdtf Tff mtt d344 dtff dfmi4 ddff 0 ciom*n wo wtwtro non wtwti 

did dt dep«rtment44 xMti fit 4mm C44 dtfnm C4t East Bengal 44 fad am ddt. 
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specially ▼ R t c «* at* crm am etN*i wi ftctrenR nm ** i ¥tft *t$hn 

▼Yi *rcft, c* fH cm* yc<* *fa *?hpts rc* i cmm rrr ** Star*** fi *^f*R 
**Wi 4¥*R fanr%src ?c?? *$* Rim i RR c*pn ▼* 2rt at* ?r£ta IWc* **f *M fit! I 
ftgfen ffr^R *nr*t* m cv^r or* ires, art rrfti rrt cstr 4*rc* orre *ttrw* *n, 

*ftCH JfR! irTOf I 3R 4*RT3 ¥R* C*PU W* YT* >W1 fT^I *$ Vtf frlWCf I 4**vSfrt* 

W®f !fr*l TOCl oisfa *tfa* ?*R Cfi® c** i Mr. Martin $<* Commissioner %®TR 
flfrsfi divisional Martin *m *m awlt *m ▼c*fo™R, entns RRR *r* srn Rntf I ¥lft 
wy*R ¥ft ▼Rtc'R iMti lit *c?r* ?rJY*i *«TM island** *mfa ifz *m c®r*f *** 
?mn *r*i ▼orc , **: cTJ^tr^r c*«m 4 r c»3*i ^▼r ar*m cwjt 4r far* *t n^Tffj 
▼ ▼ ▼C » R tfW *RRl at WRR 4¥*U l®Rft I 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: May 1 raise one point Y Some yearn ago there 
was a proposal to set up two river rom missions —two Inter-Provincial 
River Commissions — one tor the Ounces ami another for the Brahmaputra- 
Meghna livers. The basis of that proposal was the Provinces through 
which these rivers How having a common entrance for these rivers as 
action b\ one Province may prejudice allot hei Province. Now, Sir, that 
was some years ago, hut the proposal seems to have gone to 
sleep. It has become all the more impoitunt now because since a number 
of hydro-electric schemes have been mooted there lias been a hydro- 
electric scheme in Bihar and another m Assam which might have a very 
real effect on the flow of water in Bengal. There is also tin* question — 
a very important question- of forest denudation in rhhotoriagpur. That 
was an old question and main honourable members must know' just how 
far rivers in Bengal affect denudation outside this Province. I feel 
that these River Commissions should go into llie whole thing. Regional 
control of these rivers is absolutely necessary and I would like to see 
the Rou ble Minister giving a real lead to bring these* commissions into 
being 

Mr. NI8HAPATI MAJHI: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Its 2, OH, 00, 000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, etc. -Irrigation, 
etc. ", he reduced by Rs. 100. The reason lor moving the motion is to raise 
a discussion about the Government's policy with regard to irrigation and 
other revenue expenditure. 

*R*ft Deputy Speaker *rn«, wtft c*5 ftotm* *RR“t faro ▼ft’TTPU ▼fuR 

▼Jr? at fftrt tr»R S’ffrr ▼ftrcft i % c*rfP b-o rnm pr*i *m v*n i fVi am* 

<rt, f*®t, **t wsrt-Rrft at kt¥R *ri *;*Rnt**¥*i m^ott* *¥**<1* **i cytS «t£ 
<if*¥m*R iri *3*t* ^ftrat *f%r¥R *rc* wn ¥*i m *t i h«i **n *t* at c*, 
*ff*5* *tw virt^r wfo S^snt w^ptor *mri v$c* i firi >tmt OTTnr 

▼Ttprlt ri ▼fttn ▼t^Rrs: <rr ▼rff^ ▼ftrs Vj ^ &pri ft? ▼ftcwR i tFi wftr 

?1Rt*R ^rftvyvfitR ▼▼ rt(R i ftri av artfr o$ft nft¥r*pn ¥ftr5 

iftw 5 ® ¥*RR W I Wt-tRFft (RR *ffV*?*RR W W FlRr^fTR ¥fttR 

TRY! ifU >R¥R C¥2?hr C¥RH v t tlSTll ▼ffRR =H I C¥R W1 

3 t4t¥K®t YSIWCFI RRY1 vtlR »1 Q* C*Rf*t ®fft¥ 

WKl >R¥R CTR^f! ▼fesCY^ *5RfO ¥t¥H¥^R UttH »ttf¥R I $*Rl vftltRR ¥TOR 
m ▼ftfTsftirc i wftrs at^ **ft« wn ▼mpm m ¥wst rtfltcf, atvw ftn^- 

R^tin at, itt ?m? >nrc ?iRr»R ttt^r ttttr iri sn^ncM AV vrftw 

TRTR ^RfR RfriRR ^T*?TR Wftfft W ffl? ▼RflRrJl ¥tR \ 

** wtRTfFf 4®: Yt«n »t^r s ¥trtR wri oo ®ty *8 «Rrrt 

ttm wi ¥fhtiw* i wryr « mra m\ c* c¥tf c*ft ^Rrt vwn rtevci 
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TOf? 4$ frm t? imftj i ire? *fFf if* 4$?? vtf x«f? wto? tot 9 tfi r <Rt?? 

n tmi rtv toi rtt? m nw ret itrfv tmttj yc*i ?fto nfttfys stre *ttfm i orto 
it&n otb n tto* ^ffP w vm *t$i 4&n m rftefo* mj tftor wm itw a 
fiwi wii sTO 7$mv i kw ?to ?? ww toot ?tor$ i 4 tore 4wf& TOt? to Sret 
▼toft i 4 to? *r? ?itm ?*re *t<n 5 t?rre i tor ?fa? tnn ?t?^re? ^ fV 

to TO) Ot6*nft ^rm f&ai wfiffl C*rM | tfi^re 4W*T7 wf$ tfrt "t? TOS? *TO 

to to? sttofs? i frro ?? to n? wfa 4 ?; ^ ?* wj t* ?& tot$ ; wore ^re-tm 

ttore; 4ww? Itreire? resrt? toi *tto */^t st?irei - 3^7 ??wtft ▼?' to ^ 

Wf? TO ’ITOT'TT wfioSW? | 4W?T RT?r? WWteff I to tf!f Wl?03 ?5$1 *«» 

4$w? ftfirre? fw ywpBR to ? *gf v$rz ?t?ti w?i irr^s to ?$re 
&*/? tt^sre ▼fti to 4 ?; m to tfi?^ to ?i 1 4 *otc? 

TOtre? fcttoro «ri \o ?rere? ?c«n tff? 4w ?▼ 4W? to wfi •?*?, rente, rotV), toi 
tf^5 ? , ft? TO wf%?[a totrei 4*?? erf^^sfir Ettre? son TOf?t t?re 2 toh 

$ro®rre c*r &?n Etoi reinr ?mre? ^ ?& tore, TOtre? ▼c^re n? re?r?fa tot nu 0 o^ 

CT««1 I OOs ^Pfl 4^1 «TJ fiT*8fC fc B W< T7 tf^ ^1 !?«, ^$B afTC^T 01 ?f«ir7il 

TO «n, ^H 2 TO 5?1 4^ 0 TO 2 f^rtH ’rTor 'ITO ^1 1 (B, $t*l “2 

apRnr yjy, l?t^i (B27n store ^n i ■ 2 rc^t , < re, re*i to^ 500v tjx^r* 1 

Jr® reaflB *mi >ir^ arit *or i 

wr-irvffl wctt< *?«to w otb 4W^ ytrei ob ^toTO 

▼trtB <*fe «RTt re a ^prr*wn ^ qtpib ^b <fB‘i vfirn* 

^tsn *[*:*$ < 3 f«T' 3 fre «rfo 7 i?--to %? a far» 5 *i toti mtre; to o> 
w *K?fo y^^rei 5t^5T 4^: cTOr% w'*^ ^^'rert^’nsB v*\ 

?u awt i to « ▼sprc*re ston *rfr sw toi »rto» ibi ^nm? 

tt^tfir <ff^ *to* \ 5 Tsn srto ^tri wfaz i ttvs 1 B 1 Stores 015 trti a 

^fv toTOn 3 F 5 7 ^ 5 1 to ffomore 5 ®r« wm ^rto re^ ^Tto-nreF w*- 

WS\ WBttCvlCSR I 4 »Ra nfw 4 ? *B TOO? toll 4 ^ OHS « nto?^TOF 

wre? tDc*t toto^5 Sto *to*t #nn ^to tor ^t?i iw 

frTOju «w toisw rfmz *ftto 1 

V*r* m 4^tP 016 f«J^B ^fsP f ^Xfl I 4? TOB <3TOB TO^ltOB TO 

4 wfl'a 00 *T¥ £r*i ?tore 1 lU^re trnr 4 ^ rBrB w »kto* to 

’nfv TOrto , ^‘t to w:^f\ »ireB srtro 1 «Tfnn 

TOfi cwrtt 4rf<nn TOt^t *r* *v* pt*i TOt? ^Rro 1 otp re 4tin ^r *pR ▼fire 
47R frfmfOB l TOtsr rem TO) 5Tfo !T?OT V*\ C*? ▼TOtS WW ^ I ^71 TOO 
^fivTO rtfs ▼tore m f^fipTtcw ▼it 4* to* «ri tc*w rewi to ▼fioere 1 

•rt«*t wro TOb ^fato ^to? «rer ?wm tro to toto «rt, 4 ^ fw t«i fto w-n 
4 ?^ Urottm ^rfw ?to itf« to? Ere c t) 4wf totw wn wto w5r ▼?) 1 wtd 

▼fi retro to ti wfin sftt tftw 3 ^re ▼fifP TO ▼to? 4 ?; to wtt?fre wrrei »nctf?? 
▼fin to^? wt'TO? to tftre? twre? ?ttore? to otre? wtoftot rere?i ro ?wt 
to ^wrei ?ttoi tri to ▼fret? ?t?yi ▼?)« Etoi or =n ▼tmsfa ttTOctit »mfito 
TOit fwiw *to$ wto, ffwron 4?* cto wtt'ttoi tore? w t TOtre? 1 4tic^t 
TOtvi TOre? ?re? ^ wltott St^tto J?: tift? wr? tire? wrere wwtrre? wto ^ftore 1 
•tfitre? rem on? tto? roi ttorep trsn fw\ wtresre tto tre, to fits >00 tvw ro*y 
nto trei w?r TOffil on? TOro wtw n ?tt ttot wre 1 4*?? tron ▼« w? 

toi, to w? wmft? ntrerto rett*>, vo w? ^to?, so w? 1**^ toi nroti naf> k 
0 m tow i to ss*, to' tft ttfitm 11 1 wtw *fi 01 trow \o* ¥* $ *\ 
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lien* ettn to i tjto cvsro c s fon t yn ?* vtfn croi wtircf i toh 

CW3R tow* v* 3 tdY* **, trororT* w, f? tPffa* $TO wff 

oTO ff* <?rc ^ 1 <f j tpj «jv* wry tot*tc** ww vfirffi vrt* 4*; vtVeweft 

''ttr^ »wrw *ff**te r£rc rfasrrs 4*; vft« -tfc *<»it** to ww vfan wtfwc^i 1 

4V5 toto w-TRrarrcww ww fsr^vtcwi cro *tft*?TOPJ wtc^i tojto rsTO ytfa wiTt TOtnc* 

VTOT» I 4$**t *fa, fTO*t, fTOFl ^3 TtTr wf«M-t^WF vffapi TO« fl f*TO WWT 

wtsro wMftc sff 1 snrrrs TOnft facTOoTt* *ioTO vlr* 1 

Maulvi MAJIBAR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I take the advantage 
for discussion of the Budget provision under the head “Irrigation'’ 
and I regret to say that no provision has been made for any 
irrigation work in East Bengal, special!) in the district of Noakhali. 
in spite of representations submitted to the Government of Bengul for 
taking up the work of re-excavation of silted up Xoukhuii khul, Rahamat- 
khuli khal at Lakhipur and Dukatm kind in Raipur from different 
institutions and public for tin* last few \ears, t In* Government of Bengal, 

specially the Department concerned, did nothing in this respect, to 

relieve the sufferings of the people of the district and prevent huge 

damage to its crops. The district of Noakhali, being situated on the 
"ea shore, is often inundated by saline water dining summer seuson 
< ausing damage to the crops very often lienee raising of (minis along 
the sides of the sea and river is also a problem. On the other bund, for 
want of propel drainage during rains, a vers extensive area of the 

district goes under watci to the serious loss of its crops and gardens. 
These problems and difficulties were from time to time brought to the 
notice of the present Hon lde Chief Minister during the regime of the 
last Ministry, who gave assurances to take immediate steps, hut in vain. 
Owing to the rise of an extensive char along the side and to 

the south of this distiict, the aboveineniioned outlets and others which 
were the onl\ sources of drainage, have been practically silted up. 

Hence the question of iirigation work is a dire necessity to save its 
people and growing crops. The distiict of Noakhali, though a land of 
fertility , lias become a deficit district, nay, a famine district, owing 
to above reasons. We were given to understand lust year that R». 3, GO, 000 
for excavating Karam Bu\ Khal 1 mining through Kudharam und Begum- 
ganj police-stations ami Rs. 7,70,000 for re-excavation of lfahamat 
Khali Khal within the police-station Lakhipur and Its. 1,70,000 for 
Dakatia Khal within Raipur police-station, were sanctioned. Tenders 
were called from contractors, but to the greatest surprise of us all, all 

works were stopped all on a sudden on flimsy grounds. The result is 

that the crops of a very vast area of the district have become a total 
failure which means loss of crops worth crores of rupees. To our utmost 
surprise, this year also no provision has been made. The Noakhali Khal 
which is centrally situated and which is the source of drainage of water 
not only of a vast area of Sadar subdivision, but Feni subdivision as well, 
being now almost silted up, is a serious problem for immediate re- 
excavation. We also suggested that if the Government could have utilised 
the service of a dredger at the advent of the monsoon, it would have done 
some useful work towards the solution. 

With these few words, I draw the attention of the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Department that immediate action be taken towards the 
solution of the work of irrigation in our part of the province and 
assurances for immediate execution of the work. 

Lastly, I hope due justice should be done to all parts of the Province 
and the money of the State should be spent proportionately and equally 
all over the Province. 

There is a special development programme wherein also no provision 
has been made for our neglected area. 
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Ntwab MUSHARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, only two 
minute**’ time has been given to me by you. I do not know what I 
can say within this short time. I would, therefore, ask anly two 
questions. May I know from the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department, what is the amount he is going to spend from the Irrigation 
Budget for North Bengal as a whole ? I know, we have got two Ministers 
coming from North Bengal to look after our interests. As a member of 
this House, 1 think, 1 have the right to ask whether they are going to do 
anything for North Bengal. If these two questions are answered, that will 
satisfy me for the present. 

Mf* HARENDRA NATH DOLUI* Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Ks. 2, (>8,00,000 for expenditure under the head “XVII, etc. -Irrigation” 
he reduced by Its. 100. The reason for moving the motion is to raise a 
discussion about the failure of Government to formulate any scheme for 
protection of agricultural lands from inundation caused by* the rivers 
namely, Seelya, the Dwarakeswar and the Mundeswari in the subdivision 
of Ghatal in the district of Midnapore. ™ on i vision 

Sir, cnMtl* CTOti nfttn subdivisions cn to mc¥*j? , 3 

nit im Ifati* yen **tf*t cm stesrs ci? ^ 

cf^fsr *r h mtafa i s tf**i n»fa ^ ^ ' CT 

smre cwm trofa* tot w*mt* tm to n? , 4 ? to *? ft* ft* 
c*tcifa TOntitiW 31 "Oiff? nlti #t«f cscv fan toes 1 

■few cwtww TO frotfTO lifts ¥c*i 1 tffe ¥vroi aro *frm 
citnn to ie? fti *ffo ivra? entaft *rttto 9 * to 4 * *tu> frnr ?fJ 

¥ic¥H ism* to toto **tfr¥ ^rw, wft?r? m wfe ^ 

TO *03 KTO I 

4* d •Tftfw *¥1 ¥ftr*3*fa -nn-tn TO cic* Tfw TO 

FCTO! TO? mil 'writ* id fastrTO SsFflnr ¥dm‘tTO sfiro ft cto ^ „ ft 
cTO far 5 ifroron t[V3 tot^t r 4 ? inn faiticTO 4¥f& ks-j* 

1 ^’TO ¥fro ¥tfr 4¥tfr¥TO 4 ? *fftro nit mfwtr* ftcro ¥nftm, ft* r* 

TOti *’5i ni 1 inn fwTOH ¥it$ nft mrfi¥? dm wv^TOi to to* m v* fc* 
wft'sfro ntvros ![H to TOt?T 3 TO srom 3 ¥*cro TO to 1$ resent tank 
!P5fo fndH to (Tfcw ^nr^fi TOn m c*r ? nt^i c*n ¥fntfTO 1 ¥twt^ y^$- ^ 

>r, >nf% « TOtm 4¥nnj 1 ¥f*¥ nt<R mi, mrem nfihiM nrftci 

C¥SH tv. & tfTO 5RTifn»ps TOrtc^ TO’l'tT v’en *ffes mTO v *tc$ vuf wwm 

Id fosti:** ^¥15 ?toti tom ari ^tfn ?|t t*m*c¥ to -roti 

tfTOf? ’tflTO !pTCH? WWI ¥*TO t ¥111 ¥fn ¥T?m tfTOf 5jfr^ to I 

Maulana HAJI MUHAMMAD QUA8EM: nrn*tn -i>m, tot, *mn» 
cwTO nv^ni i nmq» cw^i nroi to m itci surplus district nc¥t 

to ¥rmi fti <rt ] nfti nr^ni n*mi *mu 4TO¥*¥mncfr enrn *i 
■T3¥H TO TO* ClTTO It* i ¥TC«t 4$ 4TOtn TO distress cir-sft ^r ¥ , 
TOtn on"> ¥¥C¥ VT¥tt TOT1 fin ¥C¥ \C1 1tt¥ I q«<cn^ iwm 5^88 1TCW 4 ^ 
Item nrm ¥ci%to, fti cnFi »r^i' ynfni an TOfk*^ dt< ncu ¥cn¥ wm^tm cm ft* 
tftorMw in: nr*n to? to tstro cto to yrro ytwn ^ ^ TO| 4r ^ ^ 

nm^ nit toitoi it ¥t¥li wft 1 or* IT* ntc^ inro «rw i-to? *Cv5 ^ mti 

¥TO I CSt>* nit TOtl itf¥ TO frft nit? 4¥^l to ¥tc* i 5 itcto nfv m TO 
ftftell TO¥1 TO1 TO Cl? 41t¥tl CTOPtl W1 tfffej if ftwff TOTO ^ ^ 

<TOtf nw ^Ciw ^¥ IK* \ ntcroi *t? 4¥?1 m to from vvn cm 



1946 .] DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 206 

fbfl® eft") TOH ST 3 TO! I HTf? HCVtHTO* vf 4 fHHCI WTV$«f Wlf? I TO TO*H 

05^ CHC* fa*! ^ WTO W5f! H^to VC3 TO* I CTOHTS ^TOYI TOTC WtfH TOCTO Vft I 
Mr. FAZLUL KARIM : csnft nrr*. htto *jr*f Hf*|* htoth Toth HCHifW 

, toJHh tf^fc <w? wh sivrton nr* to ton to i to to* h*to i! tot to 
*f*t* VTH 3 to TOT* to* TO StTH* CH HoT* HCl^ To 4TOT2 *THH CH* wft CTO tftl 
TO TO 1 TOT tftTT* H<TO H& TO I 4 * to TOTH CH !TO TO 5 IH VSHI &fF 3 ftl* H*TO CTO 
^ TO5 Hi I H#TO ^ fafHfct* HftTO 2t**TO« Hfr* 3TO1 VC* to* CH 3** (TOfCH* <? T* 
TO V fETHt* TOT! TO** I 

^ 4 ? -rnfa Hfrotn rifi tot^to tocto v*f? to ch* ft? fator* Htvra* *r#TT»n 

HfS TO* TOttol TO VTft* HTTT! C*TT* CTO | 31 HI to TO TO* CHTTV* ^TCTO VHtt 

toh toi* m i 

Mr. KHAIRAT H 088 AIN : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 5 . oftf 6 b TO 8 hn 
Irrigation 4 * w*t **$ sc* i 3 i cTO a to frrvi North BengaU* tot tot vticfi 
4rs TO TO* foj* Ht* I West Bengal* TOT tff* TO? frtVl TO TO»* . TOtTO 
jffTOT cro rent? i West Bengal** tot *f« o cvrfS tovth to «tvch &* wf®* *n 
fcfF 5 ftR CH North Bengal, East Bengal 4 *; South BengaU* ®Hn irrigation^! 
♦[rmTO TO? I West Bengal-a *fc ** to, vttw* <i*TM <JV* Hfaft! CTOi W*T 
TOT* tftror^ 4*; CTOHT !W* "TOT* to North Bengal* sr* Swefr HTHTtl cTOtH 
TOjto \ft to 4 *: 5 prp s tor* wen to flood vsnr* *ht htWui, ^rrotlt 

4 JJ* vpf *<g$i ?r*v!' overfloodod tch TO i 4 ^ overflooding 4 * to tT ^5 !T|or 

(TT To TOTO “3T* 4** oTS TOH* CTO? TO VCV TO I 4*TOT CTO 

H* W TOfj 4TO*l *CH 3*C3 5T« HT* TO H*TT5 W* C«TC* I TO^f *:*J* CTO bflJfe HI I 

o*rciHT?gf^'5 ton rft* ** c*c* toTOT c*f*t<rc? i to jch ent tox 

wpr Hf-^TO TOM to) *a TfCHC? 4*^ **HT? ^ to W?T C*f*CH TO 4*; iJfaTOft WC*T 
C^CH TO I CH*^T VHH w Hi i TOH Irrigation iX'partment 4 * frCrtotm *TT? 

representation (HSHi «m i fsfa W cn s f 5 TO junction C¥df 

CHTOHT* *T^ HfTOl C*^1 VC* 4** tol *3 bHC* I CH TOH H*t to* HtH^TT HfTOf*?tH 

HTCV* I to* CH TOM T*C3 TOTTO f* I HMTff* *TOM HtTO* mfH HTCTO CH^ 

ir*l HHIHH | to*H 4*TO TO1 CHTC* CH$ 4HTTO CHCH CHHtH*Tfl HCH* fo| CHtCti HtCHH I 
WTTOI CHTfr|f& WTfH C* CHHTHTO to C¥H*1 CHHtCH^ tour CTOI tor* <JTH, tol 
4 HT*i ?t$i HfHTtH T division 4 tour cw^m tfcTOR hch *rro hi i HTir*f* #n hto TOf 
provinee 4 * ntt W toTht division 4 o tour c*3tn tf^VH hch *ttchhi 

^t! 4 *fci I Irrigation I)t^partment 4 ch toJtIth totH toi vn ch fTTHTC! m 
hto c»Hi TO i Lowost rate 4 tender call to to, to hhtoth hi scheduled ca*tec¥ 

contract hi f*TO hitoti to i fa Hcrrroc* toti c»shi tchc?, tot ultimate 

authority. Superintending Engineer fafn fjfn tov H)fHTTO *'za xhhhth e 

scheduled caste mn contract hi TO IT* hthti c*tr* C*CHCTO f 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMANl 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, before 1 go into the details of the cut motions and 
also various other points raised by other friends, 1 think it may not be out 
of place to say a few words about the basic problem, the Depart- 
ment of Irrigation and Waterways has to deal with. This problem ariae® 
in the main from the monsoon rainfall and its surface run-off. The 
monsoon rainfall, copious as it is, is highly erratic and uneven in 
distribution both locally as well as seasonally, and so it often happen® 
that there i® too much rainfall at one place and at one time and too little 
at another place and at another time. Then, again, Bengal i® a riverine 
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Province mr excellence watered by the mighty rivers which have 
their origin outside the Province. These rivers are swollen by the 
monsoon rainfall within their catchment areas and the result at times is 
high and destructive flood. The obvious solution lies in the conservation 
of the monsoon rainfall much of which goes to waste and its 
controlled release and distribution, as and when required throughout 
the year. The solution has to he worked out on a planned Province- 
wide basis and calls for a careful and detailed investigation from various 
points of view arid for a careful co-ordination of the activities of the 
various nation-building departments many of which are concerned with 
one aspect or another of the problem. 

To these considerations just mentioned may be added tw r o important 
factors which are no less important, namely, the resources available at 
our disposal and the technical staff needed to implement the schemes. 
My colleague in the Finance Department lias already dwelt upon the 
general financial stringency with which the Province is confronted. I 
do not want to pursue this matter further beyond saying that we have 
to depend entirely upon the subventions from the (Vntral Government 
for the financing of our post-war development schemes. Apart from the 
question of funds, we have to take into account the supply of machinery 
and othei materials which would he required at the stage of execution 
as well as the supply of trained and experienced technical personnel 
without whose services no such scheme can be put in hand. In the 
present unsettled conditions of international trade it is idle to expect 
that the requisite machinery and materials could be procured, as add 
when required. As for the technical staff, there is an all-round demand 
for technical services und the supply available is far short of requirements. 
These are two very important limitations which cannot but restrict the 
choice of schemes, 

I shall now' proceed to discuss the broad features ot our plan and 
programme. First and foremost, there is the ambitious Damodar 
Multi-purpose Project which provides for Hood control, generation of 
hydro-electric power, irrigation as well as navigation. The total cost 
of this scheme, which is under the administrative control of Government 
of India and is expected to receive a substantial measure of financial aid 
from the Central Funds, is estimated at Em. 55 crores. 

Another major scheme which has been put in hand is the Mor Irriga- 
tion Project which commands an area of 1,2*40 square miles. Part I of 
this scheme relates to the construction of u dam at Messanjore, in the 
district of Santhal Pargnnas and Part II to the barrage and canal system 
within the Province of Bengal. 

Part I of the scheme nnnot be launched until permission is obtained 
from the Government of Bihar for the construction of a dam and reservoir 
at Messanjore. The matter is under negotiation with the Govern- 
men of Bihar, who have not communicated their final decision yet. This 

} >art of the scheme has to be kept in abeyance. Meanwhile it 
las been decided to go ahead with Part II of tne scheme which has 
received administrative approval at an estimated cost of Rs. 4,^,00,000. 
The net irrigable area commanded by this scheme is 5,95,000 acres in 
those adjoining parts of the districts of Birbhum, Murshidabad and 
Burdwan which suffer from a chronic' scarcity on account of a complete 
or partial failure of crops in consequence of an erratic and uneven 
distribution of the monsoon rainfall. The expected net increase in the 
annual yield of paddy is estimated at 44,00,000 maunds. The net increase 
will be doubled when Part I of the scheme has been carried out. 

The two .major projects I have just mentioned, namely, the Damodar 
Valley Multi-purpose Project and the Mor Project, besides several minor 
schemes, will meet the requirements of Western Bengal which would 
benefit by the conservation, control and regulation of the waters which 
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traverse this part of the Province. It is this part of the Province which, 
as the past experience shows, suffers from alternate flood and 
drought with the result that scarcity, either local or widespread and 
more or less severe, has been a chronic feature and Government have 
had to spend large sums of money by way of relief. Looked at from 
this standpoint, there is an undoubted need for immediate execution of 
the measures which have been taken in hand and which, when completed, 
will make a valuable and substantial contribution towards the food 
resources of the Province as a whole. 

The Mor Irrigation Project has been ready from before the last 
World War. As for the Damodar Valley Project, the Government of 
India with the vast resources at their disposal have taken over the 
responsibility for the preparation, supervision and execution of the 
scheme. This explains* why it has been practicable to take up the 
projects so soon after the cessation of hostilities. It is necessary to 
mention this fact in order to correct a misleading impression which 
might otherwise prevail, namely, that Western Bengal has engaged 
the attention of this Government to the neglect of other parts of the 
Province. Nothing can he further from the truth. To meet the needs 
of the Northern, Central and Eastern parts of the Province, this Depart- 
ment contemplate to undertake several comprehensive multi-purpose 
schemes like the Damodar Valley Projeet, the Ganges Barrage Project 
and rhe Gumti and Karnafulli Dam Projects. A sum of Its. 0 lakhs has 
been provided in the current year’s Budget for the planning of the Tees t a 
Dam and Barrage Project which holds out a more attractive and 
certain prospect. To expedite the plaguing and preparation of the 
Teesta. Gumti and Karnafulli Projects aerial survey and contouring of 
the catchment areas of the rivers have already been undertaken by the 
Government of India at an estimated cost of over its. 2 lakhs. A major 
project division has already been started at Chittagong to push on the 
collection of all relevant data, which is an essential preliminary 
to the preparation of a major multi-purpose scheme like t ho Gumti and 
Karnafulli Projects which will combine irrigation, flood control and 
generation of h\ dro-electricit v . Steps have also been taken for the 
collection of Imlrauhe data of the principal rivers in the Dacca and 
Chittagong Divisions for which provision has been made in the current 
year's budget. 

This department has also taken in hand a large number of smaller 
projects for the purpose of both development and rehabilitation and also 
in furtherance of the Grow Mon* Food Campaign. The objective of 
these .scheme.-* i-* to improve irrigation, navigation and drainage and 
ultimately to improve agriculture and sanitation of the different parts 
of the Province. More than *?0f) schemes have been accorded adminis- 
trative approval at an estimated cost of about Its. 1,40,00,000. 
The aggregate area which is expected to he benefited by these schemes 
is estimated at about 7 b lakhs of acres and the expected increase in the 
yield of paddy at 00 lakh inaunds. Out of these schemes 140 have 
already been executed and o7 are in the course of execution. The total 
amount provided for in the budget for the execution of the smaller 
irrigation and drainage projects under the heads Development, Rehabili- 
tation and Grow- More Food Campaign is near about a cron* of rupees out 
of which about 40 lakhs will he provided by outright grants from the 
Central Funds. 

As regards the point raised in connection with the Ganges and 
Brahmaputra Commissions, 1 can give this information to the House. 
We could not proceed with these commissions. Regarding the Ganges 
River Commission, the U. P. and Bihar Governments did not agree 
and with regard to the Brahmaputra River Commission although the 
Assam Government agreed/ Hie State* did not agree. Now we have 
14 



2m 


DEMAND FOE GEANTS. 


[21st Skpt., 


approached the Government of India to have an Inter-Provincial Body and 
we hope that with the intervention of the Government of India, we will 
have this body very soon and we can assure the House that we are very 
anxious about this body which can take up this work. 

With regard to other points raised by various members, I can assure 
them that they will receive the sympathetic consideration of Government 
and I shall do my very best to meet the wishes of the honourable members. 

The motion of Mr. Bajendra Nath Sarkar that the demand of 

Es. 2,08,00,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, etc. -Irrigation” 
be reduced by Its. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Nikunja Behari Maiti that the demand of 

Es. 2,08,00,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, etc. -Irrigation” 
be reduced by Eh. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Nishapati Majhi that the demand of Es. 2,08,00,000 
for expenditure under the head “XVll-lrrigation, etc.”, be reduced by 
Es. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Nath Dolui that the demand of 

Es. 2,08,00,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVll-lrrigation, etc.” 
be reduced by Es. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Mr. Abul Fazal Muhammad Abdur Eahman 
that a sum of Es. 2,08,00,000 lie granted for expenditure under the heads 
“XVII-Trrigation, etc.”, was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA: Sir, it is time that the 
House should adjourn. We are already famished. 

54-Famine. 

The Hon'ble Mr. ABUL FAZAL MUHAMMAD ABDUR RAHMAN: 

Sir, on the recommendation of Ilis Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to 
move that a sum of Es. 2,80,00,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ”o4-Kamine”. 

Mr. RADHA NATH DAS: I beg to move that the sum of 
Es. 2,80,00,000 for expenditure under the head “o4-Famine” be reduced 
by Es. 100. The reason for moving the motion is to raise a discussion 
about the policy of the Government and utter failure on the part of the 
Government to cope with famine and starvation ot the people. 

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, this is a subject of great importance 
and gravity. Every member of this House knows that each and every 
year famine visits Bengal, and large number of people die of famine 
and starvation. It is known to everybody that throughout the world 
there is not a single civilized country where people die of starvation. 
On the contrary, what we find in Bengal is this that a large number 
of people dit* for want of food. 1 want to bring home to the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Famine, as well as to the Government of Bengal, 
that Government should make it a point to see that not a single man 
in Bengal die of famine or for want of food. It is the bounden duty 
of Government to see that everybody should be provided with food and 
it is one of their most important duties to feed the people of our Province. 
Now, Sir, I find that this famine is caused mainly due to want 
of water in some places or due to want of proper drainage for clearing 
out of water from some places. So far as East Bengal is concerned, 
there is vrant of proper drainage so that water may be drained out, but 
so far us West Bengal is concerned, there is want of proper 
irrigation, so that water may be supplied to the field and cultivation 
may be allowed to continue. I see, Sir, that each and every year 
Government is carrying on a policy which is nothing, but a mere show. 
Government is practcially doing nothing for the proper resuscitation of 
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$jjic rivers so that water may be available to the farmers for their land 
for their cultivation. In Last Bengal, no proper scheme is taken up by 
Government to flow out the water which practically every year 
flood those lands. Even year Government must set apart an amount 
which in my estimation will he near about 4 crores of rupees, and that 
amount must be a recurring one, so that , Government will see that 
each and every year famine may not take place in Bengal. The thing is 
this that lakhs and lakhs of people die out of starvation and out of this 
famine. It must be the boumleu duty of Government to see that not a 
single person should die for want of food. The suggestion that I want 
to make is that Government should look after, so far as its policy is 
concerned, that there should not be any want of irrigation in the country; 
that Government should see that there must not be any want 
of proper, and good supply of the proper kind of manure for the cultivators; 
at the same time, it should be the bounden duty of Government to see 
that there should not be any want of scientific method of cultivation. 
Government should take into consideration all these facts about cultiva- 
tion. I suggest that my suggestion regarding the recurring grant of 
rupees four crores should be taken up by Government and there should 
not be any lack of policy on their part. With these uords 1 suggest that 
my motion be taken into consideration. 

HU8AN ARA BEGUM: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 194d will always 
be remembered as the year of the dreadful famine ot Bengal, when thousands 
of human beings died in Bengal, and especially in the great city of 
Calcutta. 

Those who have witnessed the scene can have an idea of this 
catastrophe. 1 can never forg'd tin 1 picture of human beings, mere 
skeletons, in tattered clothes crawling on the sheets of Calcutta. It is 
needless to relate the agony of those who died of starvation. The living 
skeletons which remained were brought to life and taken under the care 
of relief committees formed by associations <»f mu ions nationalities, 
"What remained were taken over by the Government. 

Due to shortage of funds many of these associations could not extend 
their services further. Owing to this calamity many young girls were 
induced and compelled to lead a life of shame. W hat a great stain oil 
the fair name of Bengal ! 

There is a movement afoot in some societies for the reclamation und 
reformation ol those unfortunate girls, but it cannot he brought into 
fruition without the assistance of Government. 

The most burning problem of the day is the rehabilitation of those 
people who were once happy in their village homes, and who are now 
adrift and existing on the charity of others. 

The Government of Bengal have started the Department of Belief 
and Rehabilitation with the main object of giving relief to the suffering 
masses of Bengal, who are living half-dead, half-clad, being bereft of 
all their substantial livelihood. The aftermath of famine is also playing 
the last havoc on unfortunate people who live in villages and hustees ana 
who are remnants of the famine of 194‘J. 

In giving a brief sketch of the calamity, it will not be an exaggeration 
to say that the Muslims of Bengal were the worst sufferers. 99 9 per cent, 
of Muslim Bengal were the victims of famine and its after-effects. 

In this connection, I would like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister that the women and girls who are scattered at different places, 
especially the Muslims, should be collected in centres where arrange- 
ments should be made by the Government for elementary education and 
to train them in handicraft and cottage industries so as to enable them to 
earn a decent living and thereby lead a respectable life. 
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I would further request the Government to appoint a Board composing 
of Muslim ladies who bare had experience of relief work in this connection, 
and it is they who can really understand the needs of the Muslim women 
and girls who are an asset of the nation and who have a claim on the 
Government. 

Moulana MUHAMMAD RUKNUDDIN: 9 T:rr 4 n to c* 99 

cro m cn 9 * tor 999 R to ri* i to 9* far ftfrdR vcfrt tott* to* to 9 to to i 

fa<p i oami 9 to* *rf* to i cwm t ffo *** Rfofa? to m cw * n sfro 

c*nr i $ *rrfr to fafn cfcfr cto to> nfU fafm *ttn$ wr cto i m Sir ? 

TOC99 CTO TO 9t* I 9R TOT CTOS C9-ft *ttfa TOT TOR 4«Tf*T C9C* \ TOTO9 §*R3 TO1- 
C*R CTO TO ^ I 4? C^TOTR CTO 9T971 faftt* VTRRn 9199 9T, 99T5 *fTTiR6 91 I 
TOR C9 € *5l fU'J’TI CWTO tff% W TO* =?1 1 TOR CTO v JT.m? 9 TO I 

4? fa991 CTOR $*R f*RR C9 *fl> CTO TO CTO TTOT TO RTO — TO TOT CTO^t TO, 
fffofl! TO, fsTO TO 4*T TOG TO9fe t[TO I 4 9CR1 CW TOTC^T '-TTfa fro TO 99? OH 
^fro or os*fa to TO TO^^rro 4*?9 ** 9 'c* or i TO TOtor TOt TO tffor 
91 oravi ?*, re-excavation TO 9i to vrr, ^fro firRi c«r*ro *ffc 9*9* 99 iR sms 
to thu to *rr* 91 1 9?!f 9?!f 999 *f$ to *tc9* mi tor, fa? jrtr rrr C 999 

vc* 9R 4r9*tc* I 

TO v$*R 9fcf*TOR wnRTO 99?CTO,*JTC99 'R yR *J*9 TO T ifC^ I TO TT5 C9T9 *TC9* 
wfrrofc* inn 9*R to C9 49T9R ^r-TRi omTO CTO TOl 9*CS9 91 I CTO Tor 

9T9T1 9t *gfa *tfir*fc99 cTO *r*Tft C9«trc9 to 3 nf* 1 fa^*i cro* Jjttmfam W 99 R 
4* nTO %*R Mr. N. M. Khan, f%fa *r o>£i C9fc* 9sf*TOi *j?n to%cw* ^ 
iRM 1CW (iRFfrl ^fffPCTlfVc^R OJ W*TT ffl^pTR ij’-f RTO ^'=TTn vr-ff y'ZI Rfl 

•mil ^r to « S. D. 0. fcttTO* tVs iRi 4R T-rr trw i tor ^rr citci to 

R I C* i] s Tr^R i](5 (Rf^ *R 4^ wr C* tff% TO 4'5 *R9 OT’tT^ TO^RROR 
frpfl Vff^CST *1 TO ciR tffo W WT^rR ‘5Rl f-f TO ^fl?TTO *1 iRtyfR ^.TiP^fTR <T^Tl 
WU5 1\W* iTi, *i ^TOtoi «r=TT TOV1 ¥*C5 *1 ? wtft 4«Rs RTO famine 

VWVf I 5’R rf5 CTO *Tfl TO< 5T-TF (TT? 4 TOR C=r tCTOl *TR TO S. D. Or TfCf (RTO 
ffCVC? , <r£ TO^TTCTO wll TOR ^tC5 3 TO5 I r 5fC5 ^Rl CTOC5 f«f (RTC< TbRrRI sri 
*<R, ff ¥C< *f*JTO **TC fc R 5t"5 CTO <^1 -f-TI TO I CR 4TOR ^f8?3 ?*f ^^IOC\ TO) 

6V[C^ ; C*l* \4 CTO* JR VC3 11C1 (R JR« f*T* *f5 Rt'jTVffl’ TOl 1 tVl TOtOR 
R03RR 4 >RC1 CTO all STOR C*fCR TOT* To SR R1 I ^Ttf^ ^1 Gl, ’<TOTO 
ftPTfr? f%f* ^ *1. *1 JWR f?5T(R *s*l SfbT fl* 1 fit* ^fRR pvTO* 5R 

▼(jRT RCR ^ TOT* *i*r^ TO*fT I ^tf* VTf? fTO fiTC«r< 3 f^R fTO 

STOW T*C^5 TO** *1 fbfiT TOR TO TO ^TfCT* fV TC* ? TfCST? JR*rRT 4 TOT 

TOT'tHT *T1 reluctant v* (5RCR CRTO* (RC"R iTOfCT ^fTO^n »ni*TO f*f f 

TO TOT Civil Supply Department 4*r Eelief Department 4* i Famine4J 

^TtTOTT TOTCV* Eeliof Minister 4« TOfl' Vf5 1 Rf=rj? fa* famine cTOf 

cntTOR ^TTO<* l f<T« v&R TO* 9* TO *f^S *1 vis MT* ftt¥l sanction TO 

*I t C* Ut¥l C v l*'lTO^ Ct*'TTO« CTOR CTOr TO CR 5C5 *R, f*F« tVW] d*>*R 

TO^tl r*f»T9 *lt JCTOR ^TO^frnR fTOfTOR C9, tfR lr TO ^Pfl fjJ^Tl CTOR TO 
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* Mr. MURTAZA REZA CHAUDHURY: Mr. Deputy Speaker) Sir, 
since the great famine of 1943, Government of Bengal started the Depart- 
ment of Relief and Rehabilitation attached with the Revenue Department 
with the main object of giving relief to the suffering musses from busteee 
in the towns and cities right up to the corner of villages in Bengal. 
Relief and Rehabilitation Department has since been running in a 
haphazard way giving a false show of the same, and no substantial and 
constructive works have, however, been taken up. During the last 
famine the then Cabinet took up the short-term scheme to fight out this 
great havoc. As the department was started in the most abnormal and 
unprecedented circumstances their only idea to run the Relief IXqmrt- 
ment was, as to how t he poor people of Bengal could be fed and saved 
somehow or other in the greatest crisis. Hence the measures taken up 
# by the Government at that time wen* not up to the mark to get long-term 
considerations. 

Of course, the famine is over, but its aftermath and the great killing 
of Calcutta have rather spread up in a gigantic manner giving rise* to 
various new problems fur relief. The last famine has made the economic 
structure of Bengal totally dilapidated. Four classes of people ha\e come 
out helpless due to the tamine and its after-effects. They can he 
classified as (1) poor middle-class, (* 2 ) dispossessed rural population, 
(3) small artisans and wage-carriers and (4) orphans, destitutes and 
deseited children. These four classes form more than <S,'i per cent, of 
tie* population of Bengal. It should be the main duty of Government 
to rehabilitate these people through a permanent Department of Belief 
and Rehabilitation in such a way that they can earn their livelihood 
<1 mt e easily, freely ami comfortably. Hence the main purpose of the 
Department of Relief and Rehabilitation would be to belter the economic 
life o{ Bengal winch ultimately means the rise in the standard of living 
of the people of Bengal. Bengal being an agricultural Province, the 
bulk majoiity of the people lias to live directly and indireetely on 
agriculture. Apart from the agricultural income the majority of the 
people lias to pas> a good part oi a year without any woik although their 
lands aie quite insufficient to weld incomes to satisfy the minimum 
demands ol life and living m modern ages. Government must make 
immediate arrangements for giving industrial training and works in a 
large scale by which the people can accrue our extra income. Mach and 
every section of the people — Muslims and non-Muslims —must get 
regular fostering care from the State in a permanent and perennial measure. 
But section 93 administration have* divided the items of relief 
work to the various departments in such a way that no conso- 
lidated scheme could be taken up. This can be amply justified when it 
is observed that Government ot Bengal has started the Development 
Department for some post-war reconstruction works which are unduly 
the items of relief. Work centres and minor industrial development 
scheme have been attached with tin* Industries Department, small 
irrigation and waterway*, orphanage scheme has been attached with the 
Education Department, and so on and so forth, whereas other temporary 
relief measures such as maintaining destitute centres, feeding the 
inmates of the destitute centres, running temporary orphanages, 
arrangement for distribution of free clothes and blankets and gratuitous 
doles to the needy were attached with the Relief Department. It is 
due to- this liotch pot eh system that the whole work of the constructive 
measures of relief is on the verge of failure and the suffering masses us 
a whole are not getting any sort of relief in a manner which can’ better 
their economic life on a sound and permanent basis. 

So, the first and foremost work of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Relief should be to see that all items of relief and rehabilitation mu»t 
come under the Directorate of Relief and Rehabilitation and whatever 
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works and measures are required and necessary the Relief and Rehabilita- 
tion Department should he the only competent authority to deal 
with. 

Due to famine the Province of Bengal has produced a very big class 
of State liabilities, viz., orphans, destitute boys and girls and unattached 
or deserted children. The orphanage scheme is under the Education 
Department and is controlled by the Special Officer, who was till recently 
Mr. Bottomley. 

Sir, I have been asked by the Hon’ble Minister to speak on some 
other occasion and to sit down today. So, I have to obey the order of 
the Hon’ble Minister and I sit down. 

(Mr. Nurazzaman was on his legs and wanted to speak.) 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. Nurazzaman, I am prepared to allow 
every member to speak. Jt is not my intention to gag anybody. But I 
may (ell the honourable members of the Government side for their informa- 
tion that the Opposition has reduced the number of speakers and the 
Government side has not. 

Mr. MUDA88IR H088AIN: 1 asked the permission of the Speaker 
to speak several times before 4 this House, bin 1 was not allowed. May I 
know why? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Will the honourable member kindly sit 
down ? 

Rule 1 0 ( 2 ) says “Of tin 4 days so allotted, not more than two days 
shall he taken up by the Assembly for the discussion of any one demand ” 
I think the interpretation is that it ;>ou allot two days, you 

can discuss a particular demand for two days, hut if you have allotted 
different days for different demands, I think you may not disturb the 
arrangement by invoking the aid of this rule. So, 1 think, the guillotine 
procedure has got to lie applied. That is what l find in rule 15(2) and 

unless anyone can tell me and convince me that I can carry it over 1 would 

stick to my interpretation. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Mr. lXqrnh Speaker, Sir, 1 do not think that is 
the correct position that you have got to put the demands that are on 
the paper to vote today. On the last day of the Budget which is 
allowed for the Budget demands, \ou must certainly put all the 

demands to vote, hut so long as another day is available, the demand 
can be carried forward. It is rule 15 of the Assembly (Governor’s) 
Rules which says that the voting of demands for grants shall take place 
on such days not exceeding seventeen as the Governor exercising his 
individual judgment may allot tor the pm pose. Then it goes on to say, 
of the days so allotted, not more than two days shall he taken up by the 
Assembly for the discussion of any one demand. 

Then sub-paragraph (4) says, on the lust of the days so allotted, one 
hour before the time previously fixed by the Speaker for adjournment 
of the day, the Speaker shall forthwith put every question necessary to 
dispose of all the outstanding matters in connection with the demands 
for grants. 1 submit that what the rule requires you to do is that on the 
last of the days allotted for demands for grants, you must put all the 
outstanding questions to vote, ^ but there is no reason why another day 
should not be allotted for the demand for Extraordinary Charges in India. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: In view of what Mr. Stark has said and 
after consulting the honourable Chief Whip of the Opposition and the 
Hon’ble Mr. Muhammad Ali, I think we can carry it over. My ruling 
is that we can carry it over. 
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Tha Hon’ble Mr. MUHAMMAD ALI: In that case, may I request 
you to allow Mr. Martuza Reza Chowdkury to continue. He has not 
finished liis speech. He sat down, but he was the last speaker in possession 
of the House. He did not conclude his speech. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have consulted the Chief Whip of the 
Opposition. His party is not willing to .sit more. So, I do not think 
I should continue the sitting of the House any further. This subject 
also stands carried over till some other day to be agreed upon between 
the parties. I am told both the Whips have agreed that this part-heard 
matter should be taken up on the 25th. It may be carried over to the 
25th and guillotine may be applied on the last day. There will he no 
questions on that day and I think Mr. Martuza Reza Chowdhury should 
be allowed to speak on that day. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 1-18 p.m. till 2 p.m. on Monday, the 
23rd September. H)4b, at the Assembly House, Calcutta 
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Proceeding i of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act* 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
23rd September 1946, at 2 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Nueul Amin) in the Chair, 7 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 181) members. 


Message. 

Secretary read the following message received from the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council, namely: — 

“lhat the Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting held on the 12th 
September, 194G, agreed to the Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxa- 
tion (Amendment), Bill, 194G, without any amendments.” 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

28— Jails and Convict Settlements. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If on Tile Mr. Suhrawardy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : Sir, with your permission I 
shall move this demand. On the recommendation ot i f is Excellence the 
Governor I beg to move that a sum of 1L 1 .02, 9-1, 000 he gianted tor 
expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements'’. 

Mr. 8ATINDRA NATH SEN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
it#. 1,02,90,000 for expenditure under the head "2cS — Tails and Convict 
Settlements” be reduced by Hs. 100. I move this motion with a view to 
raise a discussion about serious inefficiency in accommodation, medical 
treatment of tuberculosis and other serious diseases in the Alipore Presidency 
Jail. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: May I know from the Opposition which motions are 
going to be moved under this head? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJI : May I come over to 
you, Sir, to explain thatP 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

(After a pause during which Mr. Speaker had consultation with Mr. D. N. 

Mukherji.) 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Sir, in the list of 
cut motions I find that some of the cut motions regarding 39 — Public 
Health have found place under 29 — Police. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Those are obvious mistakes. They will 
be corrected. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot say today because no selection ot the Opposi- 
tion's cut motions has been made yet. 

Mr. Sen, there is another motion standing in your name. Please move 
that motion also. 

Mr. 8ATINDRA NATH SEN: All right, Sir. I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,02,93,000 for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and 
Convict Settlements” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move this motion with a 
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titfw to xa&ae a discussion about the hard lot of Division III prisoners in 
Jails In ^ehgal ln the matter of dress, diet, medial treatment, opportunity 
of intellectual add moral improvement ana inopportunities of turning out 
of jail after the period of confinement as a better man. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is another cut motion standing in the name of 
Mr. Suresh Chandra Das Gupta. Let it be moved also. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,02,93,000 for expenditure under the head “2H — Jails and 
Convict Settlements” be reduced bv Rs. 100. I move this motion with a 
view to raise a discussion about the failure of this Government to stop 
human (jhanis in the jail and to make immediate provision for keeping a 
doctor inside the jail in the night as recommended by the Jail Enquiry 
Committee and to make suitable provision for quarters for married warders. 

Speaker vrem, *tvrew vtft verm c m wci cv wtfavctR 
SBB wt* wrfv vf% a i soO\ frrvn srfrt re* * vv fare vtcvtmi wvre *vj c* Governmont 
*Tw *rer3 c&c?kz vb rtfa i% mzz *ftewfa *v: cwc*tv veer mrs: vtfjr* wvi 

VPFB cm vjvti *rec3 *ttcv*fti * we* Jail Enquiry Committee tec tv *r* 

?ttf?t m ftevrev 1 **; cv its wardorvt c*x*\ <irrrei <m veer vtvi favifas <31*1 

vtei tfavB fa* wts y\n 4 *▼* vr<v$ cm vmi Tcv-tfa 1 

Mr. SATINDRANATH SEN: Mr. Speaker Sir; >:jHv tttt cv movement rv, 
'5TT T 5 arrested rev wrrfv Presidency Jailer JVi r?, *v: ftv v^vew $t* evtte* falTV I 

c**re* cstb veer cv w-rrr-n ^rfverv z\ m *rf* faetv m s t 5 tc~ 5 vfevi * 1 , 

medical treatment** fare we* *P, ^*! win Ktt 1 w* **#* fal* 

wm ctet ** c* wh/ fare 41 vtcvtri fV§£ rev vi 1 

cvcvf? c* wmttez c* Tuberculoma *** **iMT infectiouH disease vttm, "Stew 
accommodation 41 : treatment we* cv vrwi *f3 n;vrW«l' *** VBtTf *^3 tt 1 
cvVTt-* c*cvfe cv suspected, incipient 41’ advanced case of T. II. vte»rv ■Jttw WT 
separate cm vrwi evt, 41ft arn^tt* ^ r* 1 Wtfa* vv fa* t^rrp, 
declared T. B. wvrrvr patiente** ve* c* 41 ft m vre* 1 cv»T 

m vm 4** vwm tTc* '**!> c**Te* Sfas 4*$} remote 

comer vr segregated areacj cvtT T. B. patientc* vtti i tSTrc 5 * 'vvtmt cvRftvttiJ 

*J5V mV, VT3T* !XCZ tTTV ^fV VI'D ttT VI ttCV I f»PW i3tV CV^ 

w? evtv vmr cvf I vr m political prisoners non-political prisonetacw 
ve^i vt^i m rev c? i f zten tmvpnv vt^ptk vrevv ve^tprs w 4* i 
Political prisoners^ ^tev cv c^svi crtcti cv ^Tn^mr incipient, sukjhtUmI 411 

advanced cases of T. B. 4* *ev* Vtev i Ordinary prisoners VPn bronchial 
troubles otc? $rvi g aft room^ttevi vrv c*ft room 4 C0 advanced cases 

CV’Sft vtv ordinary patients vtvi t 5Bi 4ift ttvtBTrs vtv i "STCZ Cl infection 

catch wrs tttv i ’*TtVf! ordinary patients avlPs <yvfv, cv 4TVB ettfev 

icm 4ir treatments m det fm$ ; *n *cmi vwvi m, vu esh 
mi political prisonersew m tVf^i fkfv<vB vtwi rcvfost; 

*rv rwvi m\ wTf^pfrvvrv rvi ctvtrv 

tv vy lit* fvrv frfv vtv i fvni tn cum Pm v» ni wv tret fzfa fpfv«vB 

*vr c5^r 4 iv; vtvtvt ^vb m r j vbv i 4 rrvf7t ‘vtvb c^tv vtvev ; wtfv zn 
arm rrvt met fcm, nfv mw itvaft emfe i tfa mPscm cv wrfv win evtv ^vft 
4 ix 3KV? rev fj-Jf i fvn evtv vtvttS’ rvfv i vt r3vtv enttrv tr< ^stv T. B. 

cmeti, tvtfsrev vv fa* i Z** officer*** crjv i rewt, Medical College* 
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♦ft toi ton i TO) declare topt c* advanced case of T. B. I 4 *t Medical Colleger 
toto cm wm tot vtc? fato *ntoi ?’csn to ^mrar^i 
C 51 CTO Ml *!*, TOtTO CTO *TO Tt*l < 3 TOl I TO* TORI CTO), F* TOl *TOT C* 
Government permission ?to TO* TO *] i TO FTTO *to CFfci *TOR 

TO* mrpf a$m vrt i cf£i to, to vnrni vet to* *ro 1 w i 47 Medical 
College 4 cm mri cTO*n *1, cro* to^re cro mi TO 1 4?; to T. B. cro*n 

CTO T fltpyn 4* TOT CV, TO fFtoTO C* £*«f ***[? %T, C* <RTO tpTOR to FI C?«tn tot, 
4*; viiFn c* *m T. 13. cases step* *c* 4* *cw ^ 9XF1 i 4 * c* case4* art 
TO t c* ? *jfa 3fR *fa 4 ^ *tto tost to^i 4 ? c*, toti c*R *** % *1 4* 

Tf W cartel *t«rc* TO *to? I 3 P*TO TO 4 *ft lungs operation TO paralyse 

to ct'OTi tocf 47 * cro *to c* to mez 4*; in **f to to c^t* c* 4* tot 

TOt tof * 7 *nft 1 

cm izwin 4ffl? m ji c*t*e TO ^tepfro* to cTOr m 1 sw robust 
consti tution4* ctoi TOt* *tft **$ cnife ; ?v to 4*; toto c<fTO*rro 1 

TO or*) cm TO wasting desease to c*T 4 l cm W **) retell CTO 
to *1 I $1TO **C* to* f*J *7, TOTO CTO *PH 0& t $CIC'>W CTO TOW TO 1 TOT) 
TO TOtl *1 I fajto TOS wjf TO to *m oTO TO TOTO3 fFf*<*H CTO-1 TOTO 9TTO 

TO oarers c* fcfwR *tto ft* c m arc® *n i cvto 

to TO TO TO Cl, TO TOl TO TOS?, (71 VY^t r:* MC5 ’TfC-f ^!, ff? C^R 
*ttcw* treatment4? Medical College4* CTO tot? gTOi ^i i W word a 
TO) <nTOl, mmfaw rn \M to *w TO^^ v CF 5^ CTOl 4*" 'if 7 :^ Medical 

College4 TOrci?) orfr^i i TO to CTt^Ti c 7 ) advanced e«s(« of 'I'. 13. i to case 
TOf*R hopeless cvTc^n TO ^ cm *mi CVfGT) i '5m -if-fr r.vfc^i Presidency 
jaito C* (TITO a TOMtCF CTO TOP! *f<vi ^ ^r^TPl MRTOI* Ml 

TO, advanced ease, suspected case, incipient case of T 13 , Asthma ease, bronchial 
case, wfto 4* TO'mff toiwi TO to’ incipient case -rs* rcn i *n? csfci TO 

R^T cm TO^^C* (7TTO TO TOVl R5T1 1 C^fsttC^ TO! WS3 4TO !TTTO) CVfCSTl 

or to frfan ofR i ^fnrr&Ri Government c«rc^ m cvtMi c* cTOl* 

*tjt cvrcf troi c*s*i to, *i to croti to '*ti i m\ c?fGTi ( 7 T, csnrtG^^ 

TOTCF W T. 13. vetre^, f^toTO Btfri'S CTOtGR, FtCF TO toAm MW' 73TO *1UJ 4** 
medical recommendation 4* against. a FtRF fTO TOH c®?T ♦rt^Tc^i 

C9TO1 1 Medical advice <7KtR to cn, treatment4* TOCF CTO 

4TO TO ^nrrf^ TO^tCF, r& *tFtt7Pra, better surrounding4 TO i 

C*C¥ TO TO remind ^TOi I Col. Patni fcfa TO TO Mre 

C* patientof TO<TO< specialistp< c* recommendation w^TOt CTO 

TOm nrtr* *1 sanatorium n *ttTOl CTO I TOTO TO ^PT F^f C^R f^F« CTO TO 
*mi c*tc»n i c^ critical condition to c* toto, 4TO lungs 

FC^T to*CF, 4^th lungs 4 FTTO\5 V*, FtC3 C®CTO TO* 8 ! i'H *97 '4'4tF 5cflC^ f 
Ft* ffPr 4C¥TO half*reduoed vc* cm i fV« 6 TO TO3 C*t Medical offioer, 
TOTnc*? ottieer TO TO recommend wro. to CVS FTO *TO *1 1 4* *r*T 

frfl C 1 * ? 4t *▼* TOT1 CWTTO to?* I TOX* *** WtC^ttF*) 9*, **) TO C* TOTtto 4^®*! Lt. 
Col., I. M. S. offioer, tot s*]PTO Superintendent ; 4** Medical College 

CTO TO 3 TTOR TO specialist TO, 4 * TO ¥*1 TO I to TO) ^VCFt-sA 

tiff) WtTO WfVffrl I ^tf* fevvf TO? case CTOTO, CTO wf^t TOfi Wl, < 7 R, 

•fjlF l to TO) TO* case TO? i ^cTOr toTO fto tot 4 vf *f TO eye trouble 
w'm t c*TO cTO to cv? *ro TO iffron TO to TOfcF i Dr. Saty^pal TO 
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Medical Colleger? Specialist. fasfre ret? ?t? reoommend reNdtf d, 

immediately 4? operation re?wf? f rei red 4? cm retd, serious brain trouble 

TO I fare wtret? red *fd, 50 ^ ff m 4? 'SH wait W5 

?*t*n I Recommendation re ’re to operation ret re ’ere TO condition <p retid red fwi Cfft 
redtucretcrei ret i 

Pox4? d arrangement c? wt?ret? <retd. TO5 segregation'll? dire TOT1 

ret? I Presidency jailu? retreretTOrere d wt?rei TO retcre? }>ox ward, dtretcre 

*j-?d crertre segregation f^re ret, TO'td faFj^i ?? i $?re cdtcre 4WR warder 
place m re?i 4*i? T? recre, TO?i TO?i we? ret?d recre rerdi ^wf=i rercre ere «rt?- 
fltfrs ’TTS infectious disease spread rend i retreret 4 fared suggestion fredfaret? 

infectious disease ward rem i rerere refre?] urei? retdrtrere retre? rereretre '5?? 
TOt TOd fa T. B. patientyre ere? ‘nrercrere fas? remi rerer-f, rerre Pox patientcro 
cre?*fTtre wi reared, fan dc> ere? patientCM retell retTOt TOTO b?t*T¥ wsfrerei 

?'c$t I Ordinary prisonersewre dfre reINre diet 4? rerren ere?, 'S? faffrl retd 
politically? srret I retreret suggestion Kreftprtre d ddt? remote comeru 4rere 
reireYi TO d TO'4t? patients ?? rd. retcret wTsjm 'ltd, f&frorei v 1Td I fal 

rest'47 re-fa: w European < »Di<*or fkrere Duke rerre. fofat ??dR d 

rerfai ??' retfre wtfa rei crere retrere* uretcre reOnre fared i fa? ret far btfre Presidency 

ewerec^ I. M. S., Lt. Col. re? wi Stret Mtwt ots <J5 ftw re??i (W 

retrers retd retfre tots retfre ret i TOred Lt. (V»l. Patni ; fafre recrere 

cre?t*fat Tddre, fan crerre o?yi rrefre reT^rv ^ni T. B’re *rer Pox a? srt, general 
diseases!]? w=tt cW rerre?i ere? i remi ret ?PPT? srrer creretcre frereresrre* renrt? patientm 

?TO’ I 

Mr. SURE8H CHANDRA DAS GUPTA : TaMfis ^n, MITS 

c ot rer.-TT ^ret? rereci m, re*rc ?r? *«n T'dt? w c^rf i ?t:«rT? cvc* re?:?i dt¥ 

?t? rer:^. ?Trtfw'*tcw repnn ^?rc3 'ttfa ureti fanrt^ sr jt-1? i or c*r? ret7d? 

WR >r*lc«r^ Tjrfs v<T2i ?T:^H dt*T ?f% VrBJ .Tl | H CUT? reTTfC 7 ? C?d CFTtW 

ret? rrr -Mr ~m 5 ti rei, 'itr? ?c*t m ?? c? ere ^9 i u 3 ? crecrer/u 
O B R rr ?d fwwpii ?c?fa?re c? oan’mre? u<; fa nre rc? i faif-r remcre? ?crefkreR 

c? ‘the jailor must be a fox and a wolf* ttretw rc?R f^.fR CWlcre? T5R 4?^ ?dR 
<om$ ?tcre? res i ?r,5tt? dtR ure crecre rec?»^ rererrre fwrsipu "?t? ?recb ^WR t 

wardery? mw ret? ?rpretd? w faf ?" ret far frewt?i re?«?t? ^fa( d? 

fwwpn re?drr” ere rerecre, ’'retrerei ?rere wardery? ?far ‘retrei’ wardor?i 

retret c re? faFd ?rre 'retret’, u? ere ‘retrei’ ret? 'itret? fo"d ere faf red-? ®re "si retrerei ^?c^5 retire ret i 
ere wre re*nre ur 3 ? re^s red retrei rrei ret? urePi reTreri c^cre ’Strrere free? retfre ^rretre, C5re 
ret? reretre wrer i rerrerei re t re r re tre crecre «d uorefs ere rerer^ retire fcid i c»d cred yreretre rerecre 
free? retfre ^rretcrei rere rei, retfre ^tretdi rere retrererre free? i ere? rerjre tffsfad cred? cred? ere cm ref? 
red m retreRT re^-t mrere s t S ^d? rereid rerer cresrei rere i ere 'tfreret t l ij - ® retretrej ere 
cretre frere cretre refrej reurt^t? refara reds store retrre frer$ res re^re csre rerrettpc f? rei i retfe^fre 
retc* rere; tdrift medical retcreeb retd sterere recre frej ere? re^re' d*0 fares rere i cwreretretre 
crerere Jailor ure crere ret?, warders? ere? ret?, csrefre oicre? ere frett reretre' TO ereretreret? 
tyf t b?# t ^c^ crecre ret t rettrei cred rerei retd ere cot were far ere retire ; crerererret? wd^lrei csre 
retd retreret? crerere ^trerei ret? ret i retftd 4wfrere refreretd 4*5$w red rerecre? c®re, ere cm TO? 
Cod ret? redd, TOR TO5 fred cwsren ??, ?i fred retretcre? cred? crerre retd rer? rerc? far re « 
cm std? recret? ret, cm tot? crew re?, reretd? ^refrere ret? ®tcre? retd retreret? 
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to; to? to TO* toitt fin ci ito Tim ftp®* ®i 5 to cron n i 
TO 4* ci TO yn TO «tmfif!fTnwf%^Prr TCTOi Jail Enquiry Committee rotot* 
TO ftf firj aftftw ^fiit to ro i croft iftro^ wi 4t| m to rim to, 
rfftfttfft rim to; ft* roftr ®rm 5 **r TO, tow to * *n to tot civs tii 
n toi toi fVj #91 tic® TO 1 4ft cro cro cto wrfi croft 4* w? roftcw cm 
mi to cro fcnm fVj crsn Tift, wif to ti ci cm rrr 1 row icti if? 
fir® win n ®rcr cm*r®i to® to i cro croft cror^si citotr to ti® 4f ro 
n»rder to, ft* cwfpf®t ft TO ro r wrfrn iff rom 4 wi ft ttot, 41; *Ri 
SWfr® TOR 4* Assembly?® #rr* u ft ttot i rotto? wfajm w cror r®|r 
l®i wn fir® TO f itftrc® if &$i new it® mm ci 4 r!? wtcwi nrr ®nr® 3m cwwm®) fir® 
tot, ft* tot tot cwtm®i firm inn crti ti ? wro cto 4 T in wfarr r ci 4 rw irr 

TO 4 ¥^ fafTI f’n WtlR * &R TI? ®Rl TOT ^Tf%^fT TIC® TO, TO 4 TTO warder 4 CW 

iron cron cTOtqn fair® TOn.—wtro rtc* w®r® wrier i cro cwitw®i cwirr ror wt t* 
TO roc* 4TH m nr 1 ft* croi library? ci ft <mn to cro ti %tot 
J fn *1 TOR Ti 1 wtft ftwR ro iwft Presidency J ail 4 500s, Central CTO 
bOOs, District Jail *fwc® ®00\ fctri 4 * \G*i cro wri nro TO o*\ tot r ci 
ri'K in cnj * 11/0 1 $ ctttr titti wtc* i 4 * 4f cro ti wcr oooiogo cwrr to 4it 
sfcfi w®hr wrt urn ro roc® ci *®ri ro cwj ni/o to i ®rwc? to r? ci iwfirri 
2T*ii ti 1 fair ? t rot 4rro it*? rfror wr iwnrroi tot a 4 tto ic*t t[5Rf ro water 
4ffar 1 1 roTOtn tot ftft to ft fa *aRtc« c^TiT«n?i to far sct ^ttci 1 ? , wit *tfa® iyrw 

TO5 it 4f^l TOoTirST TO in TORI ft* ItCf TttTtn ro RTMIT, fafa faRR TOTTO 

ttri cTtfrf firffa® ro im to ^tor crt ifi err* cfcr to w citfc^ im tor 

CfR c®tj TOR n T 1 <71 TOI’I II TSrfiltl TTTT 1 TR 1 5 T TI I 

WTO ft? 4 fti fwfti,--croi iti’tr^rcwi imi 1 T®to tit cft cri'TfiR TOR cro 
cro ftf&cvcfR, to Tfi cwcrt ypTTO>rc?R wn ttt® tori wrfi t® tti wftarsR 
itn iro tori ti 1 ftt cwt true* 4 fl?i 1® ft it ftc^ , ?fcTC 3 w ir tr narnr *Ri 
r«ii to mr, iRtfar itft to cro? tfiR iR fift ti Ttcf, w ift cfR f R*^? fan 
TO w, wr cro? srvRTf stftstft fir® ci ft ?rth w 3 i writ? iro toti f tr® 

iffif *n 1 rotor ror ft*r ci mate to ct ifi cro ci wren wwi ?crcf ert ^rterr 
warder cf ‘rm’ ‘mi’ ro ^tw rrr® rrro; nr® to i«ti to 4wr warder 
fcifr® to rro 'oaro ctr?” ct rro, "tri 4W in? 1” ci warder rro “rs 
wtfi enft T ci to tore® tore® winner to cro, nnR tor rrtr? iri to toi 
to cro 1 Gat©? ward 4 iri ^to to ®n? 4 r«Rrr nto cicRi cron 
cwi WFtcff tor 1 ®rrr ctto crcr eser 4R itwi 5c* cwm ft®? ro Fre® |rr® crN*ft 
WTO weir to cR to wtn 1 cwn Jail Enquiry Committee tot far *jrf$ rew- 
OR CI 4 TWT CTO ®t*TW Ifftrc® CWCW? ICIT CTRtS TOH 5 ft® CI ®RF ftn TO* 4 CI 5 lft® 

ir® *nni 

CTOTOR TOI mi® CFTI® (7 311 5T ft m f TCltol I IT CTO TO to TO WHTtlt 
croon i ft* ttor cro i® i:l 4* malaria? cro TTO3 ifftt nsn nr ti i 
croft cron roto toi itft ro Tt^pim fro tow Ftftftcr Ttro, ci ermr® rfi in 
*t®roi to i 4* ^:ci ®ri nc® TO r i *r^:? *tn? ci w it an nan cisn w wrfi croft 
*i w ci«n w >®wt ro i ®?rtll? fft®r n** irrera srwrer in ti i croft ci $r£R ro 
ftftci nft ro to ti i wtiR ro ^c®t irji wtfi, wtro to to nr, wrr ®t*r® new to 
to* tot ewten to n ®i ro®* wrtfr awr ro ti i faro ro croft >*so tow w* 
TO»n cro OG^irt to ronft ftw i nr® 4ir* ®t* wtc*i 4iR ®tm m nr* icir 
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9 %o*,ooo\ fctvi i faro <**i to fr* to* *ro* fct*n *c*i tov *ti *tc* m 

*9CT TOffo TO$ 50s frtVIl TOTOTO 4* f*C* **. fctfl f*C* f% *T«tl H, 4frl TOR f fl 
<fi to -to* toto** i 

$|fTO* 4V$1 W«f*TO fwfll TO VN-tfCW TO* f*C*V* *1 TO TOf* TO*f* *1 ) Wtf* 4*r 
CTOT CTO*ff TO^tm TO**RT C**fH, TOT-C^tTCTT TO TO** CWT CTO* *0 TO 3 T 5 TOC 5 J 
(At this stage member having reached the time-limit resume4 his seat.) 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Mr Speaker, Sir, TOTOr 
TOt* *"TO* *Tfo*l TO* V*T* *CTO** I 4* fTtTOC* '*£5* TO ffa TOR 

to *s* to *1 tot* tov i vrf* to fan* to ctot* (to tto* toctoto vie*) i 

^•smr fafo^f CTO ft**! fTTO TO*TV* TCTO TO **fa* I C^ffaORft *«**, TOfi^* * 
TORT CTO *R1 tTYTTO fW TO$ I faffa* TO TO) *TffTO* TO CTOV 4*t tffofafa 

to cror <tfa*< * vc** i ^tctixro tfaw ftcr* i«rrt. tffas fa*ft« to *$, :fa* TO* TOtft, 
^ fafcm&Mv***, vyfol toT* v*c*5 cwrtfe**, TOvft to* rfa* totor to 
w yfan sfait* TO CTO TOTO far* Mfire TO*fa*r 4* tffofafa to i vtro* to %*R Parlia- 
mentary Secretary *ts*t*n ^RPRttf *fc** 3 c*R fa^nt* Inspector General i Presidency 
Jail fro fror* *rm toc*r* cvr* tow ^fttsnrfai 3rro* to, TO 3 cro^s* to, vrcfr* 
TO. C*t* 1 , '3R1, faTR. 44fafaTO* TO R<TO fTO! C*3*l ?MI C*TO TOT* farfat** 
^TftvKB *twtc* v* ** I fa* TO* fa** droORR c * fa**) froi c*g*i ** tsi *far*i TO 

cwwn* gtftrro *r*Tt i fm r-roi to vc*»rr*i *«* *fe to, c* fa* rev ^rcw »iNt*nr TO 1 ) 

«tc«r* 5u *1 i 

STO'-t RC* TO 1 TO, *»T* C* JTfl, fTfn^ < 7 f * r ffr* 4 CTO i 

TO wfwi fTO TO C 5 TCW 1 , *TC^f* vrTO < 7 T TOTi CTR *TO 1 t[f r 5 C* 1 *Y* *Wf | 
f^ 5 tC* TO Ttf 3 ® vr=Tl ! CTO ft CTOTOt*G I TOTf TO* CS&f* 

(Tf c*fTO 4«f I ^TO,’ 5 C*R 3 «IW CTO it CTOfPt TO* TO VC* 
ift^TC^ TO l wjC^T* f*** 4 f*CV V^TO* W! C-& I 

^ £j fc ffa cTOCV TOTO* TORT TO1 SfR< I ^-T-TSt* ^fsX* 4*: CVCT* tJtTOR I 

<^RTOR VTO ^mTTO^T TOfTO* T5 fW fTOl V*TO TO CTOI6 f-TITT »Pf TO FC* 
<^01 -mnc* 4*: fV|f«R TOt TOVlil TO rc* if^CTO VTOf*TCTi C* TOR VTti) f*vn 

TO* f*M fc ! V*C'<, vt*l tft^CTO rvt* TOTT* I ^3 f*T*BTT? V*T 1 TO I 

c*r f*atcTO Inspector General 5 * ’rev vtcTORi vc* vri vnpffai eftt* 

cro^ TOt* ^ cto to* c**r*r to* *tto cvt* tott^ c-t? i cw* ctov c*fro* *r*r* to* rw 
vrot* TOf**jfTOr *m toi faf f*c* c*n toc* *i i 4 *mr* v*ct rc* i c* tort 

^nrr«t 4V*t* cve* *tc*, tot*^ a’rro, TO'-tftv ^*cro TOim to*t* ^ c* tot* to, 4 jfrfey 

TOrot* TO^I VC* TO-TO* VTOTTO* I TOTOTO V *1 *1 TO <$U& f*t, *T;TO* fTOTO^fflR f*¥ CTO 
f^TOTO VTO 3 4 4 tf 5 * *TfTOlR 5 - 3*1 tfTTOR I f"TC«TO* CfCTS *T’TO C*M 4 VCTO W* CVfifC* VtCf I 
froi tn** Vtf*TO* VcTC* *T*TO* vfr* fro 0 **TTOT* fTOV ^ TO*Cf =H I TO 5 

^tf ^3 fW TO ^*1 VTf*TO*t 3 TO $C*f TOV CJTOtcTO VTO I 4 TO *T:TO fW tff^St* 

ir*f 1 *4t *ww *1 V*rrt n*i ^ Ttoci* tff<5 *iTOv* *» TOi to* toi vto 
to1*i 

C*rr«T fTOl 'S ftfv^TO w%, V'Tttrj, TOCTOfro^, TOTORT* TO7*T1, VTCTO wero v*ron, 

4TO ^ tmTOV T* Sw ^ *» TT f g f**C* TO*I VlC TORI TOTO I C*R f*T 5 tCTO V|t*] VTOTO CVR CTO 

tout* yitw^h r si ^r*rs tos* vtoy* i ^tto vtstc* cvr *f*roRft vttivlt to* ^kef 
41 1 TOrftfw* c*W Im CVTB ^TVI ^Brt « CivU Supply frotTO to 

TO* v t*c f* t 'lit** *ndl 4lrof vtv? TO*r*(t*i fro to* i 
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Mr. PHOVABH VHANDRA LAHIRY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, (TO ?®? cwTOTO 
cw rom wfeasi fwf fwj 3cwc® i ?ts*?T? cw? (TO 4t tomt sm® c ? tomcw *f$TFn 
Tpfpnf TOt? W?T I Of 333 TO CTO, TORI 4Wtl TO! Ml CMU? Ff% WC3 (WO T C? 

CWfRI CMtW Mi$ CFHf 5T3 CWC? I TO CWCTO TOT1 4?f? Of CTOTf? MIC?*! ’TOT W?J CM MM 
^FtfNn CMftt? TO®? €t?1 4t CdUct* CFC? C5T2T I t[C4K4$ $f? WC? I 4?f? 4Wfcl WMl 
TO® Of CWMTOf? tfc$f? *tflW CTO 3? bf% TO, CM8fM3 MM OW I Warder TO1TO, 

jailor, deputy jailor c«ftw TO* TO Superintendent I. G. *f?r* MMW 

TOTO fr 4t 3CM3 Wt?TO 5CM I faTO? Ft? oft] TOf=T ?«Tt3 CF^I TOtMl | *[M?3: 4TOR CMtW 

W CWTOT?T3 CFtCW, CWMTOT? ?[?? TO, 3T? health examination 33 3?? ®tTO TO TOW? 
f%fj? 4 ^? cM^l fto c?? TO fwsfrl c?tW?,--3Tw, health examination to c?M ; reports 
faftw? health good, labour hard. c*ft> 4TO fl>c*t c?wn? c? fro to® fa?i tot fasti 
C?MtM?--43oTt?t EtTO TO 'It? ?Tf?T TOT?? I TO TO C'pft f?3N,--TO-rr TO^t WCyflcM? 
?C?T C!f‘H f?TOT ftR ?1, 4*f? faot't TOC®, — 44 ?f?, »? ?M?,fa? ?f? I f3?[?M? ?Ft?»ft 

TOl TO?? fTO 3 fat?(i C??T? C4$ C?* I TOT? ?! C»3?! 33 31 TOTS 4?MI TOT? I ?®fa? 

3 «t? TOph? TO ?W? Presidency jail 4, faro, c? ??? cTOfe c? TO^rpft tot cm 

*Hrt«f CM'331 C3ft31 3??, Of 3?wtft TOtM'ff C?$ MITO $*tM f?C31 ? 1 , Mtfo 3 ?T?t 31 I TOfa 
* TOT? Wntfftf? Of T? f«?'J C?f?fa CM TOWtft TOtM'ft TOT? $TO f?C3, TO? 3^1 TO331 
CM3 ?1 I 3W? f®W CTOT? TOl ; TOl? TO ?f» ?? 3Trr? punishment 7? i ^r?T^ 3?4TfT 

?t1te CTO f 5 ^. ?tC3 TOT? ?1 33 I %T ??f*R ^TC?? ?^?1 | i]?? ^ftT C? TOT1 ?1 

TOC5TQ ^TO3 ?1 C?^?! 3? 31 4C4?rt? ^TOT, ?!TO? TO? ^q!^l CTO TO? ?1 I TO*1 TO? ^ 
CTC^ 3TO 3?4t^ TO C? 3?1 3? I 4$ 3055 ??? TO^C?? TO?1 I Tt?TO TOT? ?^ TO" f 

?T\ ?TOH C? 4C?^T ‘?T?r TO^l f?TOc?? ?1® C?C4 TOT<1? TO ‘TOl’ I ^TTO?TS TOTOf? 
?ft ? l g t ^?C? ' 4f?l W'? ?r?C®-l 'it?l 3 TOJT? 3C?C®?, *3?!^ 533 ^TTOTO^O CTO C?C3 
TO, ?f? TOTTO?? CTOT ?T3?T? C? C^fToTTO 5? 3TTOT C?M05 '?T?T?? I TOC?!* W?TO? 

?1 ; ?it TOTTO1 ??3 ^14 TO, ?t TO TO?? I 

(a voice from the Treasury benches : “1 cannot understand this”) fc? 

TO ¥C?ft TOl 3TTO ?m ?F?T? CTO ?T?Y1 C?TO? C?? I 

3T3TO C?TCTO ^T?l visitors- -?T?1 ?T* ?t? C*r?C??, 3^? f??? ^TTf? ??T3 5t^ 

C? TO?? T *d3Wi TO® C^? ?scf c?^ ?? CTOT4 4?^ visitors t?i ?? i Visitors 

CTO?T CTO?, TOM$ 3^T4 4?^1 ?*lTl TO? ?TO? 3T3?T^ 3?; 3C3 3?^ C^CTO fo3? ?TO ?3?" 
TO TO I TO 3TO C?TOT? Cb>Fl? ?T?C? ?tf*T ?tfl 3??T?T C?f?C? TO3C®, -3? 313, ??31, C*t*TOr 

?? ?TO? I Visitorsc? c?TO 3? c? TO 3??T^T c?3?i 3c? i Visitors^ 

fTO CTOTO 3??T^t3 ■QTOTOS C3TC31 I >3^ 3?1fl C?TO3 5C3 I *3?T’ TOTO 4 ?VC1 TOC^ 
3fe3T31 TO® C?t TOR CTOC? visitors ??l ^f53 1 f?« »TOTO f?ro 

TO TO?1 C^f? C? TOTCTO 4$ Opposition 4 4t?l TO®? 3T?Tt TO CWWtf? 4^1 to— 
CftTOT 4$ C33 TOCl wf3®31 TO® 3TTTO visitors T ?1 3? ?1 I 

TOfl MTOfaTO ^C® TOMT3TR CTO 3T? TOT?> TO I Division Ulct? 3 CTO 
TOVt ?1flt C?3?l 3? ?! I TOHM1 4TOTO T34T3T? CTOT TOl C M C ^ C®? TOl 3?3 ? 3C?? C? 
fi | 4 l 3 tl ¥? tH, ^tf? TOTOV? CTOTC3 CTOf® Of f?T?? C?31 >3 ?1— 3p® ^ 

?fn ?wf? i 5t*n cto T ?tf? f®ro, c?f?TOj? cto 3 f®ro, 4® »ra* cro 4 ^ ?¥? TO? ?-n f 

WM5 ?MTTO fTTflfTO I C®f®T4 fro ??TO CTO ?7?Y1 ¥C?? ?1 I 3f?TO C??tC? ? TOfi?H ^c?f 
TOtl TOTC^ ft Iff, TO ff? TOTOTO MTTO TO TOT? ?1 5I3t discharge TO! ; TOT? 
SttY TOW CTO «OT I 4t Wfftl CTOCW 33T1 TOl 3? CWWTO I TO 4 ®T$T 3 non-official 
It? Ml CWWTOTO CWTTO MlfCTO TOl 3? TO f?f? TO f¥ MWCfl 1 ¥C?^C¥ Wffr dW l t TOl 31 

TO'H TOW ltd Ml TOW TO ffC? CMfctl I 4 TOMTOM TO CMfWCW CM WtTM CMC? CWCMC® 
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1 * 46 .] 

m 4*re a is cro m rnr to sr* t*si ht*i TO wift toto toci* mn 
i ro ns met m64* fro. ito nrtt nron— «nf% mb toft, ch >*o* to 
TOi to cro ft*n cn farm "mr c«rmt$” nn ^stw m^*n to*t rortonM 

if* c*MW* cm mi 4iti Hi *fa oelU* H i sTO w to cro orfsmi 
ifr ceil to Tmn to*, ctth to cto rt$n *tsm tocs to an i *n*n cfct 
it* elf* clHtfl 4 **R cell HTt i to Jail Commission^ reports 

wfc* 4 cell Cot* c^rsm H, to TO *to st«n nrfti c*TTO jaiionra 

TOC1 Tft? C * T StC*?* 'Q (TlTOT CTCS S* r* I tor* C*Ht*3 CW Hit* I cmpTS 

*f^H *T*l nr ; s* *c« , Tk | N nr, 4t convicted prisoners jot, state priaonersCWTS 

<TO <3 celU *w resi i 4t cell *f%* 4 * cro* fss* to *to cim ^rc-thm **ft i cro* tow 
5 *w *tuT* bto i 4$ wnHs an 1*1 mm , 4*: 4 an ms to visitors mt* m, tow 
cn mi itosi iTef ent **R CTO c*e* visitor iwi $fts i 4*t visitor, visitor’s 
tot 4r*H, to $*0* ctfH action enstn crtcHi hi, 4 cw rar, si earn hi nr i 

WtTS visitorsCH* <? Tartar Government cTO action c^nr 4t r$*i fcfas 

4*; 'artot^ 4* IHmilsfa an *S* WSH SftfS 4*; ftapfr *fafH TO CTO* HWf TO* 
toh TOtrm tor* tremr* re* v rcst$ 4*; si ^toew mm I 

Hr. ABDUL HAMID: TOftw nsmfs artrtnr, crotTnr* to ms TO toi tot 
m mm, to* '^ram 4ifa ts ctotht* ^tft British w ^^rc=r, ^tot ^ortw 

cut CV^T^Rl (R^fsTCS arPTOTt®: «ftr^ i ^it »cti fwto ^rc«TtR0T to i 

crnim ' a r tc^ t w i sc 3 ! •[tot* wfa i to citt cw^jtot tofl m\ mf . 
=Tt;*m cw?rr< cor^^rmar, c^r^to »t*ih car ^nror* cn i*4tti ^syrt ^»n i cwm»rtf 
Sc^tt rtr arlm* -nfi c»sn, stre^r w c»i4rr^ &m m* cmfa jti to 

T^OT jfrfs w SfBS, artes arm emeR Sjjs *o sss *ttw f arres cn st^ ^rtrpf^enfl iri 

■rrfi cst^t ms art n w cwtirt str-r c-n ^c< cwm tto i w arR ut cmron 

rear mr oj ovim vmr* ^rc»ii rn stct ntentto w wtot cvzm ^to jopt 
JftCS cr ftrf cates TO StTC^T C’TTO ^TXltafm tfdTfSR TO I ^Of Cl TO CWfC^FffJ 

^taTOTHs: c^RatRtcs art^ to is c^TOf tffrc* ^ arart TO^ti Visitorean 
fsscnr t<i •are«w «rtm hi ; ct; totsf^i srm chhichi m stt cHcafJi i 4 ^tfs hst JF«ti i 
TOrt HtafOTHS: (7T CHOf C^H afrct-7 STCH^ WI Tprr^ 5*TS HH I ^ ormm (7T toor C¥TH 

TOrtSHi rrrfHi ftrfto wre^f Htsan ch^s Btcarf^m i wffft constituency* 
*r*r C^Wtl I Oaf* C* 4^tl *V C*t? C^^tC*T ^TtvffCHl I S. D, O.C¥ 

fwm mnar, to ft, 4 s cHT^cHf 4 TO *t<n ?’chi ft to?” S. D. o. *toh, “4*1 

m tor* *rnr ,; to, 4 c*r* *to (^ 5*1 re* 1 ^*5 ar«n wm 4 t c* 4r*i convicted rci 
mf*, ctot an 3*1 arrenr order re* cto stc** to rnrs*tfbH *rc*R 1 fti 4s to 
* rmn c*TO **r* *m n^* ** 1 *mr* ars sub-jail a car n^/o 4 ! *r* mnft tots to 
arm 4ti mr* ftft* 1 sto c*cs c*r«n toi 4 ^ c**i c^mi 1 sr*i *to c* errm cto 
TOTCV* *rm 4S TOT-n mci. C* 4* TO TO*1 ftlCS ^1t*ft HI I TOT* CTO arf«r 4 * mi 

to to c* stm croi cto *ms to stes sm im^H to to*, to* crow car nr*r** 
cro srenr croi ote^n* tot* -rft ent 1 lift 8. D. O.ci mn* c* m to1h tm 
mi cftro ’tfto6 5t^i to® toh,-- 4 esi to res 'TO 7” atftcrocici* arenc* 1*1 
-TO, cror c* m» toi *t*tt* 1*1 nr, 4t ftrft^ft* *tton nrif* 1 *t*fci c* fcm 
amiT* mm ewi h*TO* whj *to toto si *c*i nr 1 cwiroito *qcm tow ctot 
TOiti ms to i stes toto to¥ ftto cro* nTOt nr 4*; 4iHT TO* to nr cwi- 
mrifi itor ntoef tou to 1 emu* fttom nm, tot* *t*ti to nr, to 
TOcnr to iftoi 4iti hto? itrn to m m, to tot* ^nfin irtift chto stito 
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jctf, * ttwi ti^to H7¥ti i ¥»T7H * TOte i si - TO hi $7 to wc*i TO C7 
it&tiv: ctohhi ttot ch ^r.fer cTO tow 'TO cTO rcv \ tor* 7$ 7$ TOr ¥7re $7 to 
an f%i cTOT^rm thch toj TOfirs rc? TO i ^7 to tof chhich HfnfH tto TOri* to snr i 
TO ftrfHHefro nrro mi 7 1 4* f^pH fkt cvnrm »tcto «nr to c7 chtoh to to, *m 

HI I TO TOH 1 7fH7 f?TO TOCT 57 s6f^c*T 4TH TO7 7t*fl H7¥f7 7tT5 CH CHTOH CTO TO CTO 
*H[fan CTOt ¥7TF HI 57 I CTO CTO %TO C7 4* TO 7T77t7 HI CTO cTO CFT7«f% 7$ CFt7 
TO TO, H$ CFWsfa TOft 57 I 47 4¥7tt ¥177 \51FT7 TO*1C77 CTO 47H TO TOC^ I ¥tEW$ 
Hfe* ffar *5fkHH HRT C7 C7 TO77 HOP?! TO¥ cTOTO 7 TKl TOtH, TO TOl fTO 
TO fHCTO TO ¥7TO CF§1 *C7 I 

«rf H7C« CTO 7f7 TOtC** C7 HH« ^fHHl % <31 TCTO TO f¥7 S73 TO f%37 CTO OF^ 
TO %TO I TOT 7CH 77 C7 CWH 7H*t¥ to HI TOvf¥ to TOl TO TO 7T7 C7T7H C7 
oi Hie TOnufa wtt$ cTO TOh HHTttfr hthvi twi tcff, toth cwchh htvi to t¥7 57 1 

HlTOv CTO TOH TO7 7^77 ¥l7tetfT CfHtTHl 57*. 47H CTO TO C77 fafHH TO 71 CWtCHI 77 
71 1 cnefa TOch 4CH TOl ¥7T5 *TO TO 4vfti scheme Government chh TO 

TO 7J7T1 TOH I 

TOl TO C7 HtvTO 77TO Tffto* ¥TT7H e* 4$ fccTOf C7 HfHH CH71H CHTT* cTOc7 HtTH 
C7H I 71H7 TO 47H ^TOtCI HHTtft 7C7 HtTF 7t7 *91 CHI^, fal C7 TO? C!fHl CHTH 

CTfirtl 7f7 HI I TOHF Htfftfrs 77 tH 7HT, TO -TOf77, HTh 1H7, 71671 HT^Tl 4^ HtHtH fat7 
TOHT1 ¥7717 TO 71;TO 77TO (71 fvCH 7f fHTf ' H ¥7T7H I 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : It is difficult lor me, Sir, 
to cona tribute anything very substantial to the debate in the presence of 
so many authorities on Jail administration who adorn the benches opposite. 

I should try, however, to meet some of the points which have been raised 
not in the spirit of opposition, Ibut in the hope that some improvements 
may be made in jail administrations. It canuot be denied, Sir, r hat the 
jail administrations in Bengal are not such as are to be found in sjch 
advanced countries as United States of America or England. But then 
there the expenditure is considerable and the amount that we vill have to 
ineur here to bring up our jails to that standard will be be>ond the resources 
of this Province. Nevertheless, within the limits of the funds available 
many measures have been introduced in recent years for- the improvement 
of jails and for improving the lot of the prisoners confined to them. I need 
not deal with them here, because they do not appear to be wanted. I wish, 
however, to make certain general remurks on the motions which have been 
moved by honourable members. Sir, there has been a demand in some 
quarters for the revision of Jail Code Rules. Government w ill appreciate 
if members of the Legislative Assembly will make any specific suggestions 
with regard to the amendment of the Jail Code Rules and we shall give 
our utmost attention to it. All the honourable members know that there 
are non-official visitors who are appointed for each jail and it is hoped that 
they will look after conditions there and try to remedy defects. One 
honourable member opposite has suggested that those who have got 
experience of jailB should be nominated as non-official visitors. Sir, I 
propose to give utmost consideration to that suggestion and I hope that 
honourable members in the co-operative spirit in which they have offered 
the suggestion will be able to become visitors of such jails as they have had 
experience of. * 

In the matter of industrial training, one of the policies of this Govern- 
ment is to introduce industrial training on a very large scale within the 
jails and it is a matter, Sir, which we propose to take up in right earnest. 

I am sorry, Sir, that we have not been able to provide mosquito curtains 
for all the jail inmates. That would be pretty nearly impossible under 
the present conditions, particularly when we anticipate that a very large 
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number of persons will also be going inside the jail verv soon. Rut I h#fe 
passed orders to make au experiment with D.D.T, * in the jails. It is 
obvious that when- there are mosquitoes outside in the Province and those 
who are not in the jail are at tucked by mosquitoes, theu those within the 
jails * will also be attacked by mosquitoes. As we cannot supply sufficient 
D.D.l. fyr the whole Province, I think we cun *tuit experimenting with 
jails, and we have passed orders accordingly some considerable time ago, 
but, Sir, it has not been possible to get an adequate amount of D.D.T. tor 
the purpose. 1 hope > .after that experiment is made the lot of the jail 
inmates will be considerably better. 

Sir, reference has been made to religious and moral teaching und 
literary education in jails. That has alwuvs boon an important problem 
of jail administration, namely, to strike a balance between comforts and 
moral training and deterrents. If we make it too light for the inmates of 
the jails, then there will be no deterrent involved in going inside the jails. 
Moral and religious teachings are being dispensed within the jails hut I 
agree that the amount ot training that is given is prett\ casual and the 
position should he improved. Literary education is given to adolescent 
prisoners and to suitable adult prisoners in several jails und 1 have been 
informed that it is quite substantial and that well-behaved convict 
prisoners are permitted to sit foi Cm\erMt\ examinations and facilities ate 
given to them foi their studies. 

Sii. 1 nnself was one of the uon-oflicial visitors of jails and 1 did have 
some suspicion regarding the diet shown to non-official visitors and tin* diet 
given to prisoners, because actually the diet shown to non-official visitors 
was of such a high standard that 1 was most surprised at the excellent fare 
given hv Government to its jail inmates. Sir, the position is not so bad as 
some honourable members have attempted to make out and I think that the 
answer will he found in the results. The figures for 1945 which were 
supplied to me — 1 am told the\ were very carefully examined and 1 have no 
reason to doubt their correctness indicate the result up till the end of the 
year, (tut of • 12 r2S8 prisoners the weight of 12,040 was stationary, 1 '1,050 
prisoners gained in weight whereas only 5,089 prisoners lost in weight. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : l)o you know how those 
weights are taken? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I am just telling \ou from 
information that 1 fyave on record and I suppose if there is any defect with 
regard to the taking of weights which you may call technical weights, I 
hope some of my friends on the other side, when they become non-official 
visitors, will be able to correct the weight and bring the administration of 
jails to a proper standard. I must say that when I watt ft non-official 
visitor I took up the question of ghanis with the Jails Department in the 
hope that the use of ghanis by men would he stopped. But the fact is that 
it has ntffc yet been stopped. The answer just given is that, in each ghani 
vou have two or three persons who are at work, and one or two more are 
kept as reserve until they relieve them and take up the work. From them 
not more than ten seers are required for the whole day and the work is not 
so stupendous as it would appear to outsiders. Certainly men of. labour 
pulling rickshaws for twelve hours in the day in the heat of the sun when 
you see them dropping sweats and men of labour drawing hand-carts laden 
with merchandise have to do much harder work. Men of labour involved, 
in the ghani in the jails have not to work so much as those free men who draw 
rickshaws and hand-carts in order to earn their living. Moreover, it is 
not every one who is put to the ghani. It is only able-bodied men who are 
convicted of hard labour and who are un-amenable that are put on ghanis . 
However, this is a matter which I shall look into once more hut I can make 
no promise that the system will be abolished. The advantages and dis- 
advantages will have to be weighed and there should medical opinion taken 
on this question before we decide one way or the other. 

Ifi 
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Now, Sir, I feel that the actual situation is that everybody is anxious 
to improve the jail conditions and to relieve to some extent the lot of the 
culprit, though not to the extent of making it a comfortable place to live 
in. Today a lot of improvement of the condition of the prisoners has been 
done and is being done, and so far as we are concerned we propose to 
concentrate on industrial labour and on relieving the convicts of the- 
mosquito trouble. 1 am rather keen on that, Sir. 1 have seen large 
mosquitoes hovering the dormitories of the poor convicts and I wonder how 
they have been able to bear it up. This is a matter which I took up since 
I came into office und I hope we shall be able to show some substantial 
benefit to the culprits. 

The motion of Mr. Satindra Nath Sen that the demand of Its. 1,02,93, 000 
for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements” be 
reduced by Its. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Satindra Nath Sen that the demand of lt>. 1,02,93,000 
for expenditure under the head ”28 — Jails and Convict Settlements” be 
reduced by Its. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Suresli Chandra Das Gupta that the demand of 
Rs. 1,02,93,000 for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict 
Settlements” be reduced by Its. 100, was then put and lost. 

The main demand of the Hon'hle Mr. II. S. Kuhrawardy that a sum of 
Rs. 1,02,93,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and 
Convict Settlements" was then put and agreed to. 

29 — Police. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum of Its. 3, 43, SO 000 
be granted for expenditure under head “29 — Police". 

Dr. PROTAP CHANDRA CUHA ROY: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 3,45,80,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” 
be reduced by Its. 100. The reason for my moving this motion is to raise 
a discussion about policy and grievances. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Its. 3,45,86,000 tor expenditure 
under the head ”29 — Police” he reduced by Its. 100. The reason for my 
moving this motion is to raise a discussion about policy and grievances 
about the management. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAJUMDAR : Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand oi Its. 3,45,80,000 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police" 
be reduced by Rs. 100, The reason for my moving this motion is to raise 
a discussion about the suppression of Coroner’s inquest in respect of dead 
bodies picked up in Calcutta during disturbances in November, 1945, and 
February, 1940, and failure of Government to take action against culprits 
in connection with the findings of Coroner regarding death of Rameswar 
Banerji, 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE; Sir. I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 3, 45, 80, (KM) for exjienditure under the head 
' ‘29- — Police ’ be reduced by Rs. UK). The reason for my moving this 
motion is to raise a discussion about failure of the Police in combating with 
train dacoities, riverine dacoities and other dacoities and goondaism that 
had increased in different parts of Eastern Bengal. 

Mr. RAMHARI ROY: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
R». 3,46,86,000 for expenditure under the head "29— Police" be reduced 
by R* 100. ^ The reason for my moving this motion is to .raise a discussion 
about the failure of the Government to institute public enquiries into the 
conduct of those police officers and subordinates who transgressed their 
newer* in their dealings with the people during the August movement of 
1942 and to mete out suitable punishments to ^thern. 
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Mr* MANOR AIM AN DHAR: Sir, J beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 8, 45, 86, (KM) for expenditure under the head **29— Police” be reduced 
bv Rs. 100. The reason for n»v moving this motion is to raise a discussion 
about failure of tlie Police administration to stop various acts of robberies 
and hooliganism and other crimes committed against the travellers in 
Mymensinph-Bhairabbaaur and Mymensingh-Dacca Railways (Bengal and 
Assam Railway) and in the places adjoining thereto, and such like crimes 
in other places in Bengal. 

Dr. PRATAP CHANDRA GUHA ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, ’jfiH vro *vc<5 
CTO ■fl’3 TO rv cv \5i wtvt* limited tinier vs* w i 'jfacV* v cw pf tftvcTO 

nfvw sv, TOKottv, vtvrvf* trnr, vrcv i wf**ij* ^ wtfttm 

K*1 V*?!* W3 iRofa TO I CVVtCV Wfrl fsfni «jf#M V*;1I 

o ypvTO wfV*T^tTv* w ffttr* wc* t vt* *av* rc$ ho v-^vcv* cvnrcw $n* vffVi 

C* V^f* $ ftew TOTTW* TO m TO wrfa WTO* 4 ! s vtfn'ro to* i fai Govern, 

ment 3t* to nfe fro nfafcw support wvre ^cv tom t* 'ff%:TO iito ^rrtWi 
’S* TO i TOrtw arrest to protracted trial tot n* TOM wens vtfvi s 

vvwr^t *i? vr^j frtvn n*i> rsvt* to Mo 6 f cv c £ wt^tt rev evt vmi withdraw to cv* i $t*n* 
rc3 totm tjfr n»fvcrot nfacn* *r tott* s wTOfaw wthtov vSMjstc* vTOttRi 

wtot evtotm vi vatm tom rcTO : wrfa *r*M nfa* t vtfip's H*fs>, fw« 

^f%ci* wtcvt* £M[ wrcrovi w*i wtfa wt*7 vt* toI^i jq^rcst jjt nfurcv 
tom c* to tfi wtor (wrrov new vi wn* fro) 3 mi ^firefw ftvfro wrrtr* nfm ** 
otnotrvf wvn^ wtcyv i tom nf%r-M wre* vfr to strev cv*rcr to*i Tstcr* mirrn-r duty 
reni ** TOtcv* wfew Snrv Sxmv wvi i «rr?n.rtwMi. «fcv* tovm vto cto irvi wrror 
totmi rv i yfi tovi enrn vto^ Snrtfwcv* nv vcv vm i ww« yum ntn 
i nf%-t cnvTTOT tffv vfr-r 3 *t‘fTOi wfu^rv arivst to, 

^^tcvfv xrz dtp) w to r £t>TO ^fnc *fv cv^twh rc3 vfv c<ni i v<M final 
chargt* sheet c^^vtv 'TO vphi wrv? rem inv c-Tn cv »]cvv vntQ 3/37 wpfdft 'Hi 

TO tv rev CTO I C15TO 7j fi* TTCjJ TOV TOf? 5fv V’CV fTO VtV Vtjtfl WffspF 5CU nt^mi TO 

r«V75 ^^ 5 : TO , TO4 VfC3JV C5tcw 5tn>rs 'jfTO fvcv iJCV ^vcv^ Sncfl r.*» ^ ft5H 1 * wcv 
3tV TO C*TO« WZTTKTV VTT TCV 5V vc 5 ! TOft yfWT^Tfll TO to W WtC-F I 

JTO vtvtvv cnPF vTOotcv wfufai rev « nRci« mv it-n wc^ -vcv cu»r^ 

FCV c^cs vri 5 v 1 political pot lion of duty Rsu wnvtc*< vi;nw V 1 ® 

youngmen wtc^ "jtov n^MCJ cvtM -itevv w*tvv wfsti wcv vvt vrrv Ttcv vc? fvrff 

fnev v^cw nv v^v political convict fr»ircv curcro %5V wtkw vtm 1 4$ j»olitical 

duty, vrort w? fW nfnc-R wttrrv^ qf*r ntrncntgvi vr<R ^tvev c^nc^ nro cv 

iit Police department, public serviced vtcv ww«tr W'iJtfrt^ 5TOTOC 1 CUotcw vv ^ 

TOT1 TO CVW«0 vfv VTOotCV VTOTFV7 WV1 VTV ^tTCn <«fTfa f%»jpr wfv 

vT%t *T TO VTOV cv r^fv ^Tvev cwtvt^ Jn cwtntQ ^fror* cv? vf«v vcw nffT^ 

revefv i 

^tvnv ^jfvtnv <r cftivi wtwi wnwiiR vr*n Snv (Fvnfs proceasioniiv vw, wtf 

c* cwm wnwrjtv TOT? to crotft, cv? cpvri <wTO nv wtw 5tr Budget grant support 
TO!* VWTO ww^rt* WTO cv u? *WI TO, wn*N' ( flow »ncw 4?TO fw^ti TO 

$fro fw ?n wmro wtot i ^jfwi fv?frw »n'w frvtc* 4r%v *cinf, ^‘kv* vrnrai 
TOty, yro VTO 51 ycro, cwrytts cwrv ttrv cro frw ?i tfcvfwcwi to cto cto 

Police Offioerrw TOtfv, ’jfnj Officerew telephone wtfv tot* TOff, *rrm rescue> w*t 
O fficers wtcy cto nrgcwff, v* to crofy c* toto order cvY, wrvn evtv 
ntro wi, wtoi 4**«tcv ww *7 ®wv ntrotfn fro telephone cycf fkitf c* cv to 
OTTO* TO !fWH W-Jl to*v* ; 
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Mr, SPEAKER: Dr. Guha Roy, I think that matter lias been discussed 
very thoroughly during the no-confidence motion recently. 

Dr, PRATAP CHANDRA CUHA ROY: Yes, Sir, but incidentally I am 
referring to that. 

M<r. SPEAKER: I understand it, but there are hundred and one other 
ways in which it may be expressed. That has been discussed threadbare. 

Dr. PRATAP CHANDRA GUHA ROY: With regard to the police 
budget I think I can discuss that matter also. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: It is no good repeating the same thing. 

Dr. PRATAP CHANDRA GUHA ROY: I am comparing, Sir, the 
action and inaction of the police. At the time of the student demonstration 
they were ho active, innocent c«T fro? a fan ; fa^ rioting^? 

to ?«r? ?ft?m? to faff* *s *rfat? ?r^ri vr fa i TO ffr 

to revolver cro <7? ssi i s?i ?ft?twt?? to ?rus *rtt? 

fa* to ^ to i to trnrt*R 3T?fa?r to $t?i «n'tY? sfa^i play 

Safari V? Vfa l ‘4* *jfat*R W^J WtTOl ?Tsfa* Pm *?5 TOJ ?ffa *ltS? fa ?| y 4 $ ^fal 
department*]? from top to bottom tfrar* ?Tfapr ?fa ntwi fats ?i r ?TO3t? s\i ^ffevtanr 
wfn ??fii i ■scro faf? 5 ? portfolio faf? ^fat wt?* ?t* faro?, c? 

•[fal fa TOCS ?1 TOO?, fai ^nf.’TOr far? CTO cTOt? *fai superior officer*]? w«n ?tc? 
m, cTOc? ^fat*l? fa$? communalism K? 5 !^, communalism 4? venom injected ? t ? cs I 
WPTO fafa fafas ?**! TO3 ’TTTO? fa ?! ^ffa wtfa ?1 I ?fa 

TO ?faTO public servant faTO ’fs?] ?t*n TO3 ?? ’siTrsT -nr* ?ro'oTt? ?tft?r fro 
CR*f TO ; Wt? ?r?rr? 4 department fat? CTO TO 5TO *n i toTO!? 

jpra East Bengali] far? cro *rr?T? ^11 fat? c?TO? tft^ *f?r? ^ffaf fafa?i ijfa 
Diary **ro "TO? <7fa*t Diary to ?i i % f$Y to?t? $3t?? ?=rfo, wt^t 
?»rfa i *T^t*f faf ?i fat^r u?d£ ^?T'3 Diary ’tTO? ?i , $t?TO wrc?i Pmn fat? ?fa 

TO? wf. *-lCT m TO? *t*f?t? case enquiry TOS TO TO, *71 TO CTO enquiry 
TO ?! I 

T&MTO communalism u? ?i wtt^S TOfa 1 Communal poison 4 ??>oTt? 

injected v~m olficeror? ft?f c? 4?? 4Yfa? TOt? ?<R CTYre TO? c? Police officer?] 

to *ffac? fat? TOi tots $W\j: Y?t? ?i 1 TOwt jprs departments Cotv p??t? 
wit® TO 1 

wflTOF Minister ?Xt«3 faf ?TOi. TO? Ministers confidence TOW?j TOT 

▼CfC^? 1 fal TO police department 4 ? csTOi ?fa fat? C^t?? \5fTO Of TO? c? 

TOTO TOrtv property and life unsafe ! CTO 7 TO TO c? ^5Tt*r? TOfa ^j?t «Tfa? <7TTcPP 
fafH? ?? 1 TO4? iiTO wm?i vote of confidence <1t1 Polio© departments? 

charges c? minister TO5? ' 5 T? tffa «R>rt?Kt?? CTO confidence c?t S¥?i c?? to «TO i 
TO fTOl TO ?fTO? C? TOTO ?fa Police departments ^Olt?? ?? ^tTO from top 
to bottom 4$ C 5 ttr? | tTO r ?? to fat? ^s?tt? cto TOos to, from Ministers down 
to chowkidars. ^]?f? TO ?fa ?*t?tf? *ftt?? \5fro Police departmentrf faf 

to TO T ttt?? 1 $1 ?! to departments? c? w?n *5 to 

^tn?t t ?? mro ^?? to ?t? cwt?i cro wm?n bto i 

?tm? wrfa wyit? ^fa c? ?fa? top nw tot? wrt? farrott? tow? i wrfa cut 
motion fanrfa nt srtct ^fai TOtcf? *tfaur? «f m wrwt¥ 

wtfac? fro c? ^jfai departments? ?t?T? arrangements TOfi fajost rapport 
Yf I *11 
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Mr. BENODE CHANDRA CHAKRABORTY : ft: nm, Apm ar flltw 

TOv<*$n 05 5Rn *fann states faw«i to tors tafc *ro *ft 1 

fwro Mfc«Hl TO TO3R T?Tt I ▼faTOft TOT! ?tret ^f%Cv5 *tCIW 

tffij ▼▼<:*« **t'to ^ta i <jjf tor toti cr 4** fa, toi 4? to to toi TOi 
*n wfinn TOfreS *fac* sre <3 ▼frrtfto't 4*r«i tryi, ■$!*, ^ *rtac'R rvnr 

$*t* wrei facnns: fa^ v*TOR k t c* fa artRi to ^farec* toi wf%i ’jfacn 
*** tort 3 Tori tot* ’stTtiro *?prc ?s«i Stos tori far*** stai CR faStR 

TO* TOi ▼tRTOi ▼tatsire starts* 3 toc* <7i *to ^ftare* i 

^ **tfa ^t*^rr^ *<f **** csrefi tor^kc?* to *fa« i (.toot ^fac*r< ▼TO^rnn s fttaro 

CA ▼STtTO 3 *W 1 t>H TOffo TOl <q <^R j,oT *!«H'RC‘frl TO* TO*!**, W.to *1 

TO*i ‘Jr®**' recdfa **wi *fam faj ▼to fa *1 1 wwfro c*to *y£* vwm^ w*to fnro* 
1? v ttro ftaltat <T¥M Rfaci* cstt*r toc* ta cron:* opictoi 3 wrro TO«t TOT* 

fan ^fai cro tpro tort *fa*r *1 i tor toj *i ^faftnr* *fe*rr* *fare* 

fa *1 ®ffa*i 1 do'-frec^N ▼far**rc v i w* *pq < 75 , c* wt*n to tou 1 <71 ▼*»:* frfffTOi vjtonr 

tflR tat** *tff MW VISA 2RtajCS *t fa* «ffan *P TO 3$TO5 I *«/ vjjt ^falC* faf*! 

*R*v$ c*rti taro. -w fataTO tare »r1>rft^pr ss-nj cj #frro ^ 

4 lt? fc tR 'AfaVi 1 3?i ij? «t^^tl 4Mi tsjRr ff .ti ? c5f*fST5 *' 5-1 ' - 

05^ !5t91 ^RIR sjfsRI ^TCH ‘fftw ^1 | W^f>i;y C*T^ ^5 w t 01 f'f 'ifWM f^* 

r^rr^ -rnri ^ ^ftnn ^i ^c?ir^R ic* *U an i cJcm <nrf«rtfa, cHc^ cHw 
T 5 - <F graw^tcR srtfiTi fti 3 i tsifirfer *ffti-r 5 r?Rroi i 4A*i fersmi, Jit *\w\ orr-f 
TSf^T store Of 351 VtlA I 3ftfPTC fc R ^1 Sf 5*5 ^tTtCR q-FIMTil 3 <M'1HW5 VT«T f^*! 
ca iw wr vt rtrers ite) o*«iPii cil" Tf«R ®ch fata -tai ^i i retd 1 ^ .vTni 

awfa ^»*t ^rrRi ^rrst^m vntore *ttOR tos tftotai c^t<f ^farre *iff«rr*R ?n < 

jjfa fry i 3mre< ii ^51 ni wnrr isftn rfre w:c«w *f1i*3 ^fare r^reci oj, ¥flfa 
^■5 tr =rtr^f vftai ^r-iftpr ^f^-r 1 

’ttof fa«T^M ^irfre, ta (R 3 TR AM 7^tr® Srft ^Rt»l «r^Cf 

A) hCost wt ttf’i m\ ft] 1 Jit >rei *rfr^R s^i inrrei 1 ‘•ic^ w sifof ; 

toi fafs^f ir*w r .m , 'fr* ret^t v$za -n 1 

stta fa: ’TMSfU 5 ! ^^Irs ^t^T^n: ,5 i $ '^faifaK^ ^c*< sipr ^ffe 
fa*j7f 3 Tim aittl ^vftfal ^Trrc^ CVX 4^3 3^ 3Hl 3T71 TOTfll 'llfa Mil 

^ftfa ^Ra?fa ?^fac^tto ?£ tcft tfto ’ffareto 1 "toM' nc 4 ta tri wi ow 

or 3 aj Aim w aw^ vcz m ipr- 

ri^i R 1 irrmn av * r ’T-yniTR ^tT! *«vw ^rfann ’ffasm*!! Tfare *ffr™ c^tprn 
Ttsrftm faring to ^5^'rc^ ^*fr 1 fVi iiot* nta ^itore ^t<rr rtrjff wm’jti! 
wro ^rfro c»t^ onvT ha: Yri fac*R 4 ^; ajm ^rtaR tap rtre 

Tttatto ij^TO fa # jn rtutc® <7i, T^tar wtoi *tta fafa wim^^oa ^tOR 

!fto TOit^mn:^ facm *fm f5*n totrrc^ fa 1 ^ 1 

<j[faf ^fa irft 3 ^v^t? ri ▼fare =n w* wi v w wapnwii 
m' ▼wn Tfa^i to nrs r ^toi tosw vtus n fa ^«nta arc^foR aj hhi n w wn- 
nfflii ^fan tat^t ytre to ^tom im ▼fare v ttt» frri ton to feta 1 ^jfan 

tat^ rtre ^‘Ttto ?? ▼fajim fata ▼to tp t^to tot** to tjretw* 1 to tf 

TO? TO 7TC* farro: Ftol, TO55T1, TOTOfe tfffa TOC*, 5TOT TO -4CTOCI 

tor fftiti *tacf 1 *tc*f to, cron, gyp tTfto tp* *** M*fsre c*toi eta fan 

TO CWl, WTO 3 TOT '5CI'$ W TO Ctal FTO *fac* fafCICf 4T!^fC«liW ▼TOW 
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iWitwtft frov «ryfan osM ¥%s &usc $ ; w wii y&s *ffarf«f wfi 

i wffa ^ qftrtre fa**TTO c-ifai Ffare tot stsFfir mm Tfro 

top f w nr 

4$ ’jfSpf fa’stc^nr '^4*s 6 Tnji *\*+ic4 (?t Tro to ^jtto faj? 4 $ ^wTO ^jto ?toi 

#i^tv <tj <2f%"t vf aftotcs ^i toi tout* 5jf^7$ jffir cro ^ ?n to faTOrr jpw 
*f*f wf?in unrf^r towj *tf$ 4W* tom* vtj^t^ *rfv ^«<r yto^; to ^1 to to'k 
cfiyttc* m\ *fror to 4^* ?jj[^uns jts ztzz wTO'rtw? =frs?toi -THro* to, tott *to 
^ ^faf ^Ttfr^fa 4 ?; Zft) TO qfa faTO* TOT ^tTO CTO tf^t^ TOPTT 

^ *ft? izi oft ^fai faokTO w * i ^Mtfafaj to' =rnr tto fa to'to to$? ^rtfa .utot st?- 
tffa TOft* *lt ’fcywcf i)£ TO fa^Ml TOTS 5tt C3, if* 4TO CTO TVBtfl ipfrlT 4$ TO 
TO 7 ! a l$vm ^fat TO *ffl% iT?1 TO ^STOT iTCT, 3tri 5tc*T (Tit TO TEFft C ' ^ 

fV»pri to $fas fa w, <71 3tro *hfhf <tro ^TOTM^tr^ fa ^ ? TO‘t & ^pro toi 

Z*{%w TO TOT 5 CTO^ J i{«7F TOst^r ^FC?T I \5tTO *Ul TO 01 <tfar*ft S falV CTO 

"tfv ^ ; tow£ tif? w*ito *ton TOnrro, to to -to ^_ftc=nr ^fai to fa ^fro 

♦TO? fal ^TTO C*Taj <TO faro C4, <lf%"t CTOC 7 ^ ’ifalToTO *fW ^1%Ulr^ (7NTO CTO CTOTO 
fl S’fF Ztr.rt TO ^ft I TO fac-fTV TO-J^fT *3^ W^rft Z**Z* 

cTORt^r w: w ttirns & TO*Tfa* mwmi} vf y^ric^ i & fa;r>T to c»TOffa 

TO ^*5 r^ro i 

'^•f 7 ! ^lf» T5T^ TOfTO C^TOTrr'F pT!"rtf ^fa3 W, ^|yfC R ^ TO ^Tt5*»l f*r.~5 Vfl i ‘5t7tf« r 'TO r 

^ff Pf^fa vfrcz; ?a, T £fff"T 9tc^ fart a at ^f^*i sfTfvirtc^ ^fjER ztoz rTO I fa^I 

tftm w ^flfa ?tUzz rTO. TO*?ffaF far -jtrtc^ fe? ztci 'i/t'TO cm^t ^fazz 
**& ; w TO/r^ zmfwz'rt bt-tc^i w sr^tmc^ fr^rc^ tot TO^fa vtMt^n 

Tjfac^/ F^3J I 

4*TO OTf^TO ^rfirwfa® to w* sn ?«. uc^ <lfai Prater fafir^B 4 ^$ ^ttt ^?n 
cro^ v [4T tom *rrfV3 ?tc^ ^fan TOfn fajM mti 

Mr. ABU TAIYAB MAZHARUL HAQUE: Mr. Speukor, Sir, hitherto 
1 hu\e ra re hilly retrained from limiting any detailed criticism of the 

budget of this year, because as a member of this side of the House I feel 

that we are also to some extent responsible for the policy that has been 
envisaged in the budget estimate of this year. But, Sir, the tew incidents 
that have now befallen Bengal particularly the city of Dacca have made 
me to take my Rtand here today. 

Sir, I think I shall be hopelessly failing in my duty if I do not register 
my voice of protest against the maladministration of the police that is going 
on in Dacca. Sir, the lives and properties of the people of Dacca have 
been totally insecure. There are few days ia a month when we do not hear 
the harrowing tales of cold blooded assassination, plunder, loot, arson and 
acts of incendiarism. Sir, the Dacca city has earned a particular notoriety 
for these riotous affairs not from today but from 12 years last. Though, 
Sir, we happen to run the administration and though we are managing the 
whole Police Department, I think, the Police has failed, and hopelessly 
failed, to maintain peace and order in the city of Dacca. Now, Sir, I shuil 
particularly tell you how the incident started at Dacca, Und therein my 
friends opposite will get an^answer how the events on the Direct Action 
Day took shape. You know Dacca is famous for its riots. August 16th 
pawed off safely. We had our meetings, our processions and our hartals 
peacefully. Though those people are very much riotous, 17th August 
passed off. 18th and 19th also passed off. But on the 20th when the 
Muslims were returning after saying their Taravi prayer they were stabbed 
by the Hindus, and on the following day a mosque in Telipara was set fire 
and the Holy Quoran was put into fire. This was enough provocation. 
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So it can be easily realised that by Direct Action the Muslim League did 
Hot mean violent attacks, otherwise in Dacca the Direct Action Day on the 
16th of August would not have been observed in a peaceful wiiy. 

Now, Sir, I must register my protest about the Police Department. 
The Police Department is manned by To per cent, of the people sitting 
opposite. The police department which is manned predominantly by 
Hindu officers have failed to maintain peace and order, and 1 would suggest 
that police department may now be manned by 75 per cent, of Muslim 
officers and men, so we can have our chances and see whether we can 
maintain law and order or not. I would appeal to the Minister in charge 
of law ami order to carefully examine ami set* whether that chance can he 
given. Now, Sir, what has happened in Dacca? My friends ou this side 
of the House have pointed out that the Police have become perfectly com- 
munal minded. They make distinction between community and community, 
and the result is that the community harassed by the police gets exasperated 
and the community getting advantage from the police get emboldened by 
the encouragement they get. The result is dire, disastrous, dark and dis- 
mal. Only on the 1 Dth of this month (Iharwali Police, all Hindus, have 
been posted in Muslim busters, and mnhalhis. These < Iharwali police 
mercilessly beat women and children in the Muslim households of Dacca. 
There are three thunas in the town of Dacca — one Sutrapur, the other is 
Lnlbagh, and the third is Kotwuli. The Oflicer-in-chaige of the Kotwali 
police-station is a Muslim, and in this thnna crime is less, much less, than 
the other two thanas where the officers-in-charge are Hindus. It anybody 
haN failed to maintain peace and order it is the men of the Police Depart- 
ment, and not Mr SuhrawnnU. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Your stalwart Chief Minister is the 
chief of the police 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I am not in charge of 
thanas. 

Mr. ABU TAIYAB MAZHARUL HAQUE: Now, Sir, it will be 
argued that it is not possible for Government to detail one police man for 
every individual. I must admit that this argument is true. Some thing 
wrong is coming into the police that exist in Bengal today. They are 
getting communal-minded. The police forget that their business is to 
maintain peace and order, but they are only after cases. They rush after 
a man is killed, or after a house is looted. After an offence has been com- 
mitted they begin investigation or einjuin , and harass people to whatever 
extent they can, and in doing so thev forget that it is their responsibility 
to maintain a calm and peaceful atmosphere in the country, that their duty 
is to maintain peace and not only to prosecute people or haul up some 
offenders. 

1 do not want to make my speech lengthy by arguments. Now, Sir, 
what has happened at Dacca. It has .become absolutely difficult for the 
citixens, for the law abidiug citizens of Dacca, to go to his avocation of 
ordinary nature. Business at Dacca has come to a standstill, commercial 
prospect has become nullified. Np I would appeal to the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge with all the earnestness that I can command that he should do 
something particular for Dacca, so that we can get relief from the excesses 
and highhandedness of the Hindu police there. 

Now t I will state only one point more. This Department has been given 
to us for local administration under the Government of India Act, 1936. 
Formerly it used to be administered by the Governor-in-€ouncil along with 
his Councillors. This is the only one tangible good we have got under the 
present Government of India Act. Now, Sir, if after having this power 
and having this responsibility, we cannot administer this Department to 
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the satisfaction of the people, nor can we guarantee them the security of 
their life and property the time is not far when we shall have to Hang 
down our head in shame and disgrace. 

(Maulvi Majibar Rahman rose in his seat and wanted to speak in 
Bengali.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: With regard to Bengali speeches I wish to make my 
position clear today. As many as five members have spoken in Bengali on 
the demand under the head “Jails”, and on the demand under the head 
“Police”, I think, two members have spoken in Bengali. The first speaker 
in English was Mr. Mazharul Haque, except of course the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of Ihe Department. The honourable member who rose just now 
in his seat, desires to speak in Bengali. Now, there are only two Bengali 
reporters here, and it is not possible for them physically to repoit seriatim 
the speeches. I have moved Government on several occasions but without 
success. It was only on the days of the No-Confidence motions on the ,19th 
and 20th that two additional Bengali reporteis were nlaced at our disposal 
but since then they have been withdrawn. So the honourable members 
will realise that it is not possible to get a verbatim leport of the Bengali 
speeches recorded in the proceedings. There ma.\ be only summary. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAJUMDAR: Sir, if this is the position it 
affects the privileges of the House. I suggest that if the Chief Minister 
of Bangui, or the Home Department, of Government, or whoever the aj pro- 
priute authority is, cannot make provision tor sufiirieir reporters to report 
the speeches delivered in Bengali on the floor of this IIoih<* by the npn-en- 
tatives of the people of Bengal, let the M*ssiou remain suspended until 
arrangements have been made to get the Bengali speeches delivered by the 
honourable members duly recorded. Sir, ] submit to you that this is not 
a warning or caution which should lx* addressed to the members but lather 
to the Government. Members have a right to express their views in their 
own mother-tongue in this House. There should be oven airangemont 
made. 

Mr. ABU TAIYAB MAZHARUL HAQUE: Provided they do not 
know English. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAJUMDAR: That is avoiding to the 
restriction put by Constitution. 

If arrangements in this House are such that speeches cannot be molded 
in full, the business of the House should remain suspended if there is the 
confession that such an arrangement n impossible. 

Mr. FAZLUL QUADIR: Sir, thete are some members also who want 
to speak in Urdu as well. It members who can very well speak in English 
claim their right to speak in Bengali, there are others who may as well 
claim to speak in Urdu. This simply dislocates the work of reporting the 
proceedings of the House. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, I have listened to thia 
discussion w'ith a certain degree of hesitation. This is the first time that 
the matter has been brought to my notice and I shall certainly take steps 
to place at your disposal adequate number of shorthand reporters in 
Bengali in order to meet the situation. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: After what has been said by the Hon’ble the Leader 
of the House I think it is my* duty to inform him and the House that it is 
not the first time that this matter has been brought to the notice of ihe 
Government. But it is the first time that the Hon’ble the Leader of the 
House is present in the House to hear about the inadequacy of the staff of 
Bengali reporters. I may inform the House that the matter has been 
brought to the notice of Government more than once both in this House as 
well as outside. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED AU: On a point of personal explana- 
tion, Sir, on the occasion of the debate on the no-confidence motions ^you 
told me that there was a likelihood of a larger number of speakers taking 

? art in the debate in Bengali and you wanted additional Bengali reporters 
or the two days. It was at your request that I arranged for additional 
Bengali reporters for those two days. It was onh for those two days that 
I sent a requisition to the Chief Minister’s Department. They v ere placed 
at your disposal for two days only and withdrawn thereafter as a result of 
the arrangement made between you and me. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I would request the Government to go through the 
correspondence that has been going on between this Department and Gov- 
ernment. and then they will realise the difficulties of this Department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 admit that clearly there 

has been a misunderstanding which 1 shall take the earliest steps 
to remove. 

Mau|vi MAJIBAR RAHMAN : Mr, Shaker. Kir, -tarn:** aa*u ^fTO* WXT 
tan TO Wx srt SqfVs TOTE*I TO ftft Congress bench CM:* cut 

motion fro xstoifti *«u vest i fro 4in c n toi cro ft <sfc 

TOfi>Tfw *ttce* xtc** ta? xcYT*n*** .ui i £wi c*i w.-ttotto* to;t$ xto 
*1 XXT **1 I fVi >Rf C ' 4 f R t* 'Stf* 4fctS 'Wv '''ttfbt ft WA* TO WE* (% police 

officers towto JTrrotfx* re* 'Tcxce*. xf’TOfa* TOtstxwq vc* 4*: xtfc 

^Pitr^T irfy 's *fsTOi toi ws wEfaxi vcbei «rtf^ -tare** xt-rtfto *f*ri* xfl *vrtatx 

TOtE TOCX *ftfa fa (71 *^*1 CTO ft S. 1*. XlCE*. D. K. P. «rfCE*, AUA TOlUtft 

TOCE*. xr* x:xti ^rr* *xf& fy^ mcxce* i to* WTxnst* ft »f«ri-vfwrxi vc« facTO, 

XtCX TOX*1 4 AAA '.'Aftfo f*-J3 ^CjJ XVMI wfXCX CTOlfE ft ***\ XM fafstf XV*t* 

CXTO* t'K "tan fTOT* 7 . ftAAft fr* officers fro* 7 , fr* Assistant Commissioner fk*Pb 

4 vfpfi ’rest xient *xi v* xtt vfroxfx x**, xtyfc** xivtTr stsxi 

’TCI 3 TO c^Xi ftc*XE <71 aUa ft r* XfrtXi TO •iff? l Xtfa At officer c*n wt 
TOxtfM ?F?fii w *faroM jpi. tom f-rf o-i (H5, to«f fwh fa veto? viwft TOf* 
^mr^l ft AW TOM *ttfoE ftt AW YTM fa TOE ? *Wl 3RCX *ttfw cn fa"[ ^faM *tfa- 
TOrxi. xfTOfu* xxotTO'j to xrc** ntrotfarxi W J J tfwr w vtwft S'TT ^rsrtttf 
WEI CTO tff^TO *<l f^l’tOM >ftypn 1AV& *11 

sit Tfcwtt qri *** yft *cvixto ^xe vww* faroxn 4** wsai Tto ^cace 

C* ’fTtm C*n AZftAl AfZftA YTOt* AT&fA nftfAXA At TifY* 

FTC* I fE TOC5 ''Tlf* C* ?5T* TO CTO 'CffiTO VC* f* *1 I TOM WAA liench C'tCE'Q 

ftTO TO ECE5 ft VfVftA * r ‘t5T^ *1*1, *J *f*C« VftA ** ECffCf I 

^5Et* TOfl, WM'K ‘Kl »* f*? bO V* S. P , D. S. P. 
tan f^fcxt *tt *« i fxf* to Trf*r* taxx fro* i «nwi it* *t tart* TOf* a fwc* i 
etaftartex «z fr 1 * S. P * towt t[fx *tt tartM ^*fE i tarrtyi 

etattaffex tft* fx* 4^*^* D. 8. P. 8. P.’* charge f*c* ’rfv ewfixe* i ^Tf* wtf* f%f% 
TOxr<tro eta c*tPt* yt^rex*. ynrtat** © v fr* gupersfxle to promotion c»r3ta TO i 
**0 service book cMPfa TO ^fTO CTOTCE* 4*t TOT fv^ vitffoftM 

promotion f*XffCE*, ^TOTftafl *rf*TO, yiTOTO* "itat 3X1* MJftF'A *1 TO* I TOTOF 

budget wtc*ftFn f*c* TOf* 4^ c* *f?wi crot ttstc* c*tcto x* ximhiI*# ^f%cx 
TOjfxx TO f^tCiCE xtex xx^n cTO xtw awa A"AA\ftA tTOf*? polioe department 4 Tf* 
*tr«*l f*XPJ taT T W | XI *1 TO TOCXX Xtf% 3 *W1 TO TOX TO I WC¥ 

TOT nw c tar xtoe* cx 4 taro? ttfircxn tfta cro*tfx Mr. Suhrawaidy’x 1 #tCTf 
TOE Ctar 4TO TOTO *ttfl ft CX TOTO CXtCXX TO^Wtal ft WE* l €f*l ft Itft t 
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0ii wvi **vz mcv* r <prituz ym cvaMfe c* ? mut wtvymttre !f<rm c’RMfo cv ? 
wtvrv $f$vu s farm* tf*m c#ife err <7r<rrn f% ^f%-r cwm fa S. P., 

D. S. P. *i ^f%i ▼fw-nmr, *i tf<rm vlt vi ^rit efc ? ^rwr* 4$ sjtvw 

fani Ff^Thr frnr, 4$ wr-sl srWR tto ta wjtavcv* £q* 4v; ?r;sn cm 

$*r* or wfast* w*i vcw, *rtw m tffovt* Ftf^ i 4 $ mn tost i ^rtfa 

^nr faj wfi utt m i *r m* wt 4fri v:cv* far* wrft fa»R vfanr vrevi o r to ’rr-yrtftv 
vnr *tt^R 4 ?; ^rmr fro m wi i wmtv vfc ^mr %rt*s tTJ scfc 
WW'CV f $ W ^tfawrfai *tffa 4 W»f fs*>irra, member firntrc ^rfatvfa i *rt*ttv* 

vt*& nrffirw mv i mu wdev* 4v wm w j?& 5t$ di, fas 

v*'j m fare *n i ( Hear, hear ) *dft 4 V*h fajm ^R, wfvai frTOr wd? 

v^dnra mv ?ir$, ^rtwltos u im vrt*trt* cvm q 4v stmtc* 4vf& <qprt 3 stcr? v?T3 5t$ ^ti, 
fas mm wc* 4* farm's fan *1 1 

Mr. HEMANTA KUMAR BA 8 U : Mr. Speaker, Sir, since the advent 
of the Britishers here, the people in this country never looked upon the 
police us their friends, not to speak of as their servants. If vve look into 

the history, we will find a number of facts which is borne out by the police 

excesses that have been committed on different occasions. 

Sir, we have witnessed 1 lie conduct of the police in the last Calcutta 
riots. I11 November last when there was a demonstiation by t lie students, 
the police all on a sudden came there and began to shoot at the students. 
Rameswar Bunerii, a student, fell down immediately. The Coroner held 
nil inquest* over the dead body and gave a verdict, but Sir, the authorities 
never cared to put that verdict into effect 01 to punish those officers who 
were responsible for the murderous shots that they fired at Rameswar 
Hauer ji. Subsequent inquests were held over the dead bodies of our 
students, but no action wus taken against the officer who were responsible. 

Sir, you know that on the Rashid All Day we — Hindu and Muslim 
students took out a procession and wanted to proceed towards the Dalhousie 
Square. The police came there at once and began to fire at the students. 

I do not know if the Government has yet made any enquiry into that. 
About a month ago, I submitted a question to the Secretary if any action 
had been taken against the police who weie responsible for shooting in 
November last and on the Rashid Ali Day. The question has not yet come 
before us. When there were clashes during the Calcutta riots, hundreds 
of people were murdered throughout Calcutta and the police were nowhere 
to he found. 


In Midnupore in 1942 when there was a great flood people asked for shel- 
ter for food and for clothing and the police fired at them, began to arrest them 
and put them into prison. The police in our country can strike terror in 
the hearts of the people, but they do not know how to relieve the terror- 
etriken people of their distress. They do not know how to defend the people 
when they are in danger. 


Sir, though there has been a discussion on the Calcutta riots, though 
there have been some incidents today, on the whole Calcutta is a little 
peaceful, but in Dacca in spite of such a discussion in this Assembly House 
the police are continuing their inaction in a partisan spirit. Aboht Dacca 
toy friend Mr. Maxharul Haque said that the sacred Quoran was desecrated 
and a mosque was set fire to. blit I ascertained from some of mv friends of 
Dacca who told me that this is anything but true. If the behaviour of the 
K . was as we expected certainly we would have voted for this estimate. 
It in the last riots the behaviour of the police was satisfactory, if they 
could have removed terror from the hearts of the people, if they could have 

7 *® P®PP' e from the hands of the govtida&y certainly we would have 
voted for this estimate. 
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Sir, what is the position of the police today? The police is infused 
with partisan spirit. The Hon’hle Mr. H. S. Suhruwardy who is res- 
ponsible for law and order admits that he has no control i ver the Police 
Commissioner. Then I must request Mr. Suhrawardy to vote with us. 
If he has no control over the police, then wh> has he taken the poll folio of 
Law 7 and Order and why has he taken the responsibility tor it? lie must 
give it up and let us atl together vote down this police budget. 

Sir, with these words I oppose the motion. 

Hr. MUHAMMAD ABDU8 8ALAM: vn, Police Budget .w TO*** 

4ft* eft? wrf* vR^to -.sbrcrKTR wsi hw w i ytwstw ’jfwt 

wfw*rtqOT appointment *i promotion sw OTR home depart incut W5?W injustice 
i wfawretr b w* f? :> w* Deputy rommi.wuonorwttf. tsM rccr wtfir to«mi 
wffc 7tu 4TWR jjwR I 4*R iflCSl wfsra fa f*;.i8r?i wft ns fir’ll 

zti'ftt wjttrt fe$t$4 S. l\. D S. P. iH.* J B. $ I) I. B. ci cq w high 

officialK -zkv iN tfTU 70 per cent. *W’ 8f> per cent, Mi fa* ufri wartfl 4*; 
wfam nra swrjtt* $*m i cq jjwm $*rfww»i wc»rt faq cn *nwi 

Mfabtfe vrM 4Sr Hit mft ''-itfVi rcTO (7ft bo per cent, caste fa 1 ^ ; 

<iW WWM 73T=prROT t'fti ^tbR i WITTBR WSCSR I 

ofjfKwite party eft? sfR^ttr (tor jhrwh <R *»ti rnlti £mi wfttm 

cq ‘Mfat fs^rtl? '£ri communal SRM*j i'ru t" i cq wti wwrt# 
?wf5 i fas 4 $ rii communal vm, enfr wni ?wr.b v <7ft Wle*t caste U* w fw r 
UT^t *tfa q«M'?TRfow discredit W**!* SRI fOTM WTOH. iRffc '*lf*R Sttt* 

fftn e*fi W uffarffOT communal ?ei f»T&5R discredit sri i Wfcwt 

«rff^j ui ?ft wj bt? cq. cq i?*i ?:«itsHrj -tm-i wmh w=n tsic«r wrqti'ftq reserve 

3*1* W*t cq^RR Ffl.—TtOT c*fc reserve (R*7/ far C J i? SWl "fPI-T WU tR I 

wRtc p q MsH (7T? **fi btt i swr ww uc qn*?tv 4l''t fqbttl q*R 

<41 “'tqtr it*! T*f^ c»rv fqf»Ttr« S r/ t it ^Rtcq i t5<r.t n\y control *n 

^tpn qfq zzi reserve polite qti ear? W'fR of-5 ’Hi cft¥ aft vftf 

*wr rpt 2 «R c>r«rrc=T >t4« f^cq control wiizw w i (ironical cries of 

“Maharba" ) Ztn^q 1). I B. u J. B ess Mohammwlan appointment, according to 
population basisu ^tfi cvhf I (a voice from opposition —population *RR ei-wm Pl» 
Cirs ftW ) ’jfsri fq«tfn wtj: fifty pr‘r cent. Mohammedan appointment ¥*i Ifft I 
( laughter ) >TCS ^tf^nR communal ratio wmlt fqq«* ?*\ *1? f VT<H C*11 ntV <7t, 
(Wt *r,*nni cn^tTr^ f?r^ yfi n fintfl ir*i S'-fq ^7t5ti *it 

fTTO i ( cries from opposition “question, question” ) firi ®tfrc*ff 

^ ^wr « r q , m cv, 4$ot& wzrtm *mt Ffti °nei jh i \ wit? wot >nn 

wcicf , 4w: ncviw 4*fci wrev i ttot «mi Sfr® i cwfw=r wrfrew ctrw 4C»r 

WJfW stiz wfVwrq weff^w, wt^^nw wefw^ irm ifri WDn nets #rt qt^wff 8*ti 

cwml^t 4t wfMfnr w^rtpty ?ftz jtr i 4? wwq wzrtbT? wr:«rrw wtw art 

fr=t wfti *n i 

Mr. MAMORAMJAN DHAR: Mr. Sneaker, Sir, f urn going to discuss 
a problem which constitutes a nerve-racki ng menace to hundreds of rail- 
way travellers in certain sections of the Ilengul-Assam Railway in the 
districts of Mymensingh, Dacca and Tippera. Sir, remissness and failure 
of the police administration has beeu the main contributory cause of the 
prolonged troubles in those areas infested with certain brutish goondai. 
For more than a year or so, parts of the Eastern Bengal Railway sections 
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have completely passed under brigand rule. For a long time the Mymen- 
singh-Bhairab, Mymensi ugh -Dacca and Bhairab-Comilla lines have been 
the favourite haunts of gangsters committing loot, murder and sabotage 
along the railway lines in an organised fashion. Sir, virtually this gangster 
rule has caused abdication of law and order in those areas. Administration 
seems to have completely collated there. Holding up of trains and 
robbing and killing of passengers are taking place almost every month and 
even every week. And women travellers are being dragged, harassed, 
molested and criminally outraged. Railway wagons are being pilfered and 
Railway officers are also being intimidated uud assaulted and killed. The 
other day one Railway Public Relations officer was reporting that two 
railway employees in the Dacca station had been killed. The other day 
the Station Master of Manikhali was stabbed to death. Sir, it is not 
possible within this brief compass of time to recount all the acts of robbery 
and murder even of recent occurrence, but let me cite a few instances. 
The poignancy of the whole situation is underlined by the dastardly 
incident which took place on the 29th August between Asbuganj and 
J alsaliar when the pregnant young wife of a railway employee Sj. Satyen 
Biswas w'hn dragged out of her compartment and brutally murdered. Her 
dead body was found floating in a near by Ih/il next morning and her 
belongings had all gone and her other companions were also injured. 
On 4th May, J94(i, in Musuli station one lady was forcibly taken away from 
the train and a few days before this incident anothei lady travelling from 
Culcutta to Kishoreganj was attacked near Kishoiepanj and was severely 
molested. We have heard the story only the other da\ ot the looting of a 
goods train for hours together in ihe Begunban station in broad daylight 
by 200 goondas. Again, Sir, you must lane beard about two successive 
truin incidents to the Surma Mail which took place on the 0th and 20th 
August in the course of 12 days at the same place and about the same time. 
There must have been some foul piny at the loot ot these railway disasters. 
J can multiply instances. Jn the Mymensingh-Dacca line, in no station 
or place passengers find it safe to cover the ways to their destinations after 
alighting from the train even during the day time. Sir. this i> the situation. 
In fact c\cry passenger after passing Sanshabari remains in a nerve-breaking 
suspense and in constant dread of being molested and attacked m course 
of the journey to Bhairab and beyond and elsewhere in the Mymen- 
singh district. What a dangerous state of affairs! And tragically enough 
this state of affairs is being allowed to continue for more than a year. Sir, 
may we ask what is this huge parapharnnlia of law and order for, if innocent 
people are not protected from the hands of goondas and robbers? I cannot 
understand how can a popular Ministry look upon such a dreadful develop- 
ment w'ith equanimity? No civilised community in modern times can 
think of svtch a perpetual state of lawlessness going on without let or 
hindrance. May I ask the Chief Minister with whom from time to time 
all the matters were posted up by the Railway authorities and various other 
institutions and also by various representatives of the public on various 
occasions for taking proper and remedial measures to protect innocent 
travellers from the depredations of hooligans and goondas if he has moved 
at all in this matter? Sir, it is well-known that the Railway authorities 
have no armed Police force of their own. 1 cannot understand why even 
in spite of so much approaches and proddings from the public leaders, 
M.L.AV and also from the Railway authorities, is the Ministry or the 
Government so reluctant and indifferent in the matter of taking proper 
measures for protecting people from goondas ’ hands. We have seen in the 
past and we shall perhaps see fTi the future too that when it is a question 
of suppressing a national movement for the country’s freedom, the whole 
machinery of Government acts with the speed of lightning perfecting their 
organisation in the twinkling of an eye to strike dow*n the high and the 
low at one fell blow. But why there is such a lukewarm attitude, such 
reluctance and such pusillanimity on the part of the Government when it 
is a question of ensuring the safety of the endangered travelling public is 
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*%eyond iny comprehension. Sir. I know that from December, 1945, till 
May this year the Kailway authorities several times made several repre- 
sentations to Government and even to the Hon’ble Chief Minister himself. 
Finding no improvement in the situation, the Transportation Officer and 
the Deputy General Manager of the Bengal Assam ltailway, a few weeks 
ago, saw* the Chief Minister and they represented to him that the life and 
property of the people, the travellers* life and the life of the railway staff 
had got to he protected. They also urged upon the Government the 
necessity of taking immediate measures, effective measures, for the safety 
of the travelling public and railway staff against such attacks and assaults 
by hooligans. But what has been done by the Government Y The other 
day I was reading in the newspapers a Press-note issued on the 2lst 

-September by the Public Kelations Officer, Calcutta Hallways, in which lie 
announced suspension of all night-running trains on certain sections in 
Dacca and Chittagong Divisions due to attacks on railway staff ami others. 
The General Manager of the Beiigal-Assam Hailway has asked the Govern- 
ment of Bengal to arrange for sufficient protection to enable the staff to 
discharge their duties, without fear of being molested and at tacked. 1 do 
not know what steps have been taken by the Government since then. Sir, 
some film* in May of this year 1 accompanied by several brother M.L.A.'s 
saw the Chief Ministei himself over tliih matter and lie assured us that 
something positive would be done to *top those crimes and perhaps some- 
thing was thereupon done. Armed pickets, though not in adequate 

strength, were provided in the night-running trains, but simultaneously 
with the recent outbreak of disturbances in Dacca, 1 understand, nil these 
guards have been withdrawn. Such abrupt withdrawal of guards thereby 
giving the ruffians a clear chance to renew their nefarious activities is 

foolish enough. It is difficult to understand why guards have been with- 

drawn in such a way. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Your time is up, Mi. Dhar. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: May 1 have two minutes, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right 

Mr. MANORANUAN DHAR: Sir, then, when we saw the Chief 
Minister we put forward certain remedial suggest ions. I do not know if 
any substantial step has been taken in the matter though we received 
favourable assurance from him. Del me repeat those suggestions here so 
that lie may reconsider them. Sir, if those suggestions are accepted 
immediately it will save so many people from the depredations of those 
aoondas and robbers. The urgency of the matter is patent enough and I 
hope the Ministry will no longer toy with such a vital question concerning 
the life and death of so many innocent travellers und the railway staff. 
The suggestions are as follows: “Armed guards in greater strength should 
be at once provided for all the trains and stations in the dangerous areas. 
Military guards should be posted all along the railway lines. Steps should 
be taken for arming the ltailway Police. The Police outpost in Bhairab 
which is at a distance from the railway station should be removed to the 
station platform. There should be a general rounding up of the bad 
characters of the disturbed localities where the miscreants' dens should be 
unea'rthed and smashed and also other punitive measures adopted. The 
ring leaders of those gangs should be traced and arrested who are more or 
less known to the people of the locality and who on the assurance of Govern- 
ment protection and safety may be disposed to disclose their names. Lights 
should be provided in the trains and stations. Sweeping changes of the 
railway staff some of whom circumstantially seem to be conniving at 
commissions of crimes may also be effected, in the railway sections of the 
affected zones’'. Sir, these are the suggestions and I hope the Minister in 
charge will seriously consider them in view' of the extreme urgency of the 
problem. 
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Mr. R. HAYWOOD: Even before these calamitous riots that we have 
been just through, it cannot be denied that during the past year there has 
been a serious deterioration in the maintenance of law and order. There 
have been senseless attacks on innocent persons and much damage to pro- 
perty. There has also been a marked increase in general crime in urban 
and rural ureas, particularly in^ robberies and dacotiesl In those cir- 
cumstances we consider that the measures to strengthen the police are 
absolutely essential, and we support the Hon’ble Minister’s proposals tor 
additional expenditure, which in view of our recent experiences now appears 
almost inadequate. Does the Hon’ble Minister propose to place further 
proposals lor strengthening the police before this House? From the number 
of cut motions tabled liy Opposition members eritising the iailure of ihe 
Police to check robberies and dacoities, it would appear that they also 
realise that additional expenditure is essential. They are no doubt aware 
that in many rural thans there are only ten men for 1(X) square miles and 
that these ten men are usually without a telephone and without adequate 
Communications. 

As the previous speaker was fully explaining, Sir, train thefts on the 
railways, notably in Fast Bengal have become a grave worry to everyone, 
aud we, Sir, note with approvul the extra expenditure under the headings 
“Railway Police”, “Mechanical Transport”, and “Wireless”, and hope 
that new measures will lead to the stamping out of much of the lawlessness 
in fur away mofussil districts. 

Plan uing schemes for the advancement and development of the Pro- 
vince are about to take shape in the near future. Without law and order 
there can be no progress in our nation-building activities. We must assure 
to the people peaceful conditions and the protection of the law in their 
activities, otherwise we cannot hope to make an\ progress. We feel that 
an increase in Armed Police is essential. 

As we all value the maintenance of order, we should he temperate in 
our criticism of the police upon whom we depend tor this fundamental 
function. It might almost be said that the Police have been “over ejiti- 
cised” during the past few years. Year after yeai, Sir. t he Congress 
Party especially, have come to this House with hundreds of cut motions 
under the head “Police Grant”. It may even be questioned whether some 
of the “inactivity ” of the Police during the recent riots may not have been 
born of this eternal criticism of their actions. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAJUMDAR: To teach the critic's a lesson. 

Mr. R. HAYWOOD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Mr. Dutt-Mujumdar is inter- 
rupting me. I notice, and Hon’ble Members here will notice, that Congress 
Ministries have used their police, let me say, very “vigorously”. I think, 
Sir, there i« always a temptation to sit still and do nothing if the only result 
of taking action is that you are publicly abused in the press and the Legis- 
lature. The Police may and do make mistakes, but this is true surely in 
all walks of life. Criticism should be fair and just. It k said, Sir, that 
the Police are corrupt, I should like to think, Sir, that we could have a 
strike against corruption. We have got strikes against everything else but 
we want a strike agaiust corruption for that would he really effective, but 
it ia too good to be hoped for. 

It has also been argued, Sir, that the Police are so poorly paid that that 
fact, in itself, was conducive to corruption. But we are glad to note that 
the arm of the law is to receivg better pay; indeed the heaviest increase in 
the grant i« under this head. The tax-payer may lie disturbed, but the 
pnharawallah had to do his duty; he also has the right to live and has to meet 
the increased cost of living. Not all India's tears of compassion should be 0 
shed only for all the other services and employments. 

. The expenditure under the headings “Wireless Scheme” and “Vehicle* 
for the Calcutta Police”, we note, and have no fault, to find with such 
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*e$odern and sensible arrangements. One trembles to think wlufct might 
have happened in Calcutta without these fast motor patrols under wireles* 
direction during the recent riots, At the same time. Sir, we feel that the 
policy of too much centralisation may sometimes lie dangerous. During 
the riots whole streets were completely deserted of all forms of police for 
long periods which, iu itself, not only encourages luw breakers, hut may 
also breed the fear that something ven tearful is happening elsewhere, 
and that all the forces of law and order are fully extended in taut locality. 

We hope that the Uon’ble the Chief Minister will undertake legislation , 
similar to that which exists in Bombay which provides for the payment of 
compensation to those who suffer damage or iniury during disturbances. 
If Government are unable to give protection to those who suffer damage in 
disturbances, then surely the least the Government can do is to pay com- 
pensation. We think -'that such a provision would not only lie considered 
a just measure of recompense for the damage suffered but it might also 
have a deterrent effect. 

On word more. Sir, and 1 finish. 1 agree with the prevalent view,; 
having been in this town for a long time, that the police are somewhat 

unpopular, and that there arc even persons who will not report thefts to 

the police because they feel that it is useless to do bo. There is certainly 
room for improvement iu the prevention and detection of crime. In 
Calcutta recently there has been a serious increase in the number of thefts, 
but one rarely Lears of a case of detection. What has happened to the 
detective training school which was closed down in 19JH Y if we want 
improvement in the detection of crime, then we should press tor the open- 
ing of a school in which officers and men can receive special scientific 

training in the detection of crime. Will the llon’ble, Minister please 

explain why no provision has been made in this year’s budget for a truinimr 
school, and if and when he intends to establish one? 

Sir, we support the demand. 

Mr. JYOTI BASU: Sir, I shall not refer in detail to the traditional 
polics of the police in t his eountiy, whether they he Hindus or Muslim!', 
to go against all people’s movements which are directed against the policy 
of the British Government. Whenever they have acted, it is the policy, 
the malevolent policy of the police, to crush people’s movements, out at 
the same time when one section of the people is set against another we find 
the police inactive. A new term has recently been coined, called the 
"Kyieigency measures”, which mean that the police are to lie withdrawn 
from the streets to let the people do us they like. That is the policy, the 
concentrated essence of the policy of neutrality adopted since the 16th 
August last. I shall not refer to that policy again, but what is alarming, 
Sir, in this situation is that the Chief Minister fluid the other day in hie 
speech w’hen he referred to section 9 of the Police Act, by which he meant 
that the Chief Minister had not much to do with the Police Commissioner's 
acts of omission and commission. The Chief Minister has made it out by 
citing section 9 that the police are not under popular control and that 
because of section 9 even the fact of Bengal being administered by a 
popular Ministry has made no change. That is w hy J say, 'it is astounding 
that we should be asked to vote for this police force to urm the Anglo- 
Indian and other Police forces with riffes and revolvers and give them 
wireless sets and so on, so that they may crush people’s movements. 1 say, 
Sir, it is alarming because there is no popular control, as the Chief 
Minister himself has made it out in the debate the other day. Bo Mr. 
Speaker, I just refer to that section along with the interpretation which 
was given by the Chief Minister that the police are not under popular 
control. 

Bir, I do not think his interpretation of section 9 of the Police Act i« 
correct, but all the same it is alarming because the Chief Minister of the 
day thinks that that is Hie interpretation to be put on section 9 of the Police 
Act regarding the powers and functions of the Police Commissioner, 
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Mr. ABU TAIYAB MAZHARUL HAQUE: ,Ob a point of order, Sir. 
The point that has been raised by Mr. Basil was dealt with by the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister in his reply in connection with the debate on the No-con- 
fidence motions, but v,e are discussing the Budget. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no point of order. 

> Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Mr. Speaker, I was alarmed to hear some members 
] of the Government benches trying to support the police on communal lines, 

I that is, they make it out that if the police are Muslims they will protect 
\ Muslim lives. I hope they understand what they are talking. Sir, these 
ire not the people who carry with them the traditions of the Wahabis who 
/fought against the British : these arc not the people who tomorrow are 
\y supposed to launch on Direct Action against the British. They do not 
know how the police behave, whether they are Muslims or Hindus. Do 
they not know that on the Rashid Ali Day, when Muslim boys came out 
on the streets, their Deputy Commissioner of Police asked the police to 
charge on them with lathis and batons? They ought to know it, if they 
do not know how their students were beaten on the ltashid Ali Day. 

Therefore, Sir, when I hear such things in defence of the police by the 
members of the Muslim League I am afraid, because they are supposed to 
have been elected by their own people, and it in defence of the police they 
stand here today they will have to go and explain to their masses. I am 
sure they know the Muslim masses and the\ will give them the reply they 
deserve to get. At the same time 1 cannot but icier to the point made by 
the European member before me. He tried to show that in ('ongress pro- 
vinces the poliee were being employed vigorously. 1 say that if that is 
so, if is a matter of shame. If the poliee aie used to break people’s strikes, 
to break people’s movements, then it is a matter of shame. But I say, in 
any euse, have we ever seen the poliee giving protection to the people, 
whether in Last Bengal or West Bengal or throughout Bengal? 

Therefore, in conclusion, 1 point out to the Chief Minister that even 
now there is time. We should like to know from him what popular control 
there is over his poliee. Certainly the present police exists not for the 
protection of the people and we shall not vote a single pie for the police 
because the police do not do their duty. In the Emergency Scheme dining 
the riots they either got out of the streets into their homes, or they htlped 
in arson and looting. Therefore the Chief Minister has no right to ask us 
to vote for such huge sums for the poliee which exist in Bengal. We tike 
to know from him what is the interpretation he puts on section 9 of the 
Police Act. We should like to know T what popular control there is over 
the police. 

In conclusion, I think that as the police, are tainted, not a single member 
in this House has any faith in the police, nor a single member of the public 
has any faith in the police. I would ask him to constitute a sort of com- 
mittee with all sections of this House so that they cun have some sort of 
control over the police, go into the acts of their omission and commission 
and see tha^ these toady police of the British will not in future break up 
our people’s movement, will not raise their guns and rifles over our heads 
will not point their guns and rifles at our breasts, the breasts of the Indian 
people — Hindus and Muslims. 

Mr. 8YE0 HABIBUL HUQ: Mr. Speaker. Sir, coming as I do from 
rural areas 1 consider it my duty to make a brief observation regarding 
the general administration or the police so far as rural areas are concerned. 
Sir, I understand Government contemplate the expansion of the police 
staff and I believe Government will do so on the presumption that expan- 
sion of the police staff will largely help in the maintenance of law and 
order in the province. But Sir, our experience of the general administra- 
tion of the police, our knowledge of the general conduct of the police from 
top to bottom give a lie direct to this presumption. I am deliberately of 
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opinion that the police far from being the custodian of law and order has 
largely been responsible for wanton lawlessness and disorder in the country. 

Sir, the corruption prevailing amongst the police of the lower rank, I 
mean Sub-Inspectors downwards, has become a regular menace to the dump 
and unlettered |>oople of the rural areas ami the Bara Balms aud Thoto 
Babus. and the Bara Sahibs and the Choto Sahibs of the mofussil 
thanas are practically the monarchs in their respective areas and these 
self-styled monarchs in assertion of their monarch} initiate a reign of 
terror by wanton highhandedness on the dumb millions of the rural areas. 
Sir, brutal assault, indiscriminate arrest; unjustifiable insult, bribe-takiug 
and extortion form the principal part of jndice action while dishonesty, 
arrogance and impertinence mark the special feature of their everyday 
conduct. 

Sir, we all know that the police is generally recruited from the people 
of town— bred section. So being conscious of their physical superiority and 
being vested with the powers by the department they curry on their heart- 
less and barbarous treatment with exuberance and animalism. And so far 
as police officers of higher grade from Suhdivisiouul Police Officer upwards 
are concerned, the most serious charge against them is that they 
consider it to be their sacred duty to save apd defend their subordinates, 
however corrupt, however dishonest they might be. This attitude on the 
part of the superior officers towards the .subordinates is primarily responsible 
for the unbridled authority with which the police of the lower rank ('urn 
on their heartless regime. 

Sir, Addison says that human nature is a combination of angelic and 
beastly (dements. Judging from the general conduct of the police one is 
constrained to believe that these people before entering the service deli- 
berately shake off the angelic clement of the nature and take the other one. 
One is naturally constrained to believe that these people before entering 
the service deliberately bid good-bye to their conscience, to all their moral 
excellence and to all essential qualities that differentiate man from other 
species aud, Sir, the recollection of inhuman atrocities perpetrated within 
my constituency, 1 mean the constituency that 1 represent, Hashes across my 
mind. I am prepared to go one step iuither to say that these police officers, 
the rank and file of the police before entering the service deliberately kill 
their soul und remain so many moving carcasses that will just strike terror 
and panic in the minds of the rural people 

There is no denying the fact that the general conduct of the police from 
top to bottom leaves room for a good deal of improvement and unless and 
until that improvement and appreciable improvement in the conduct (it 
the police is effected, in my humble opinion, expansion or no expansion, 
the money that will be spent in maintaining police will be considered to be 
a huge waste ot public money aud will ultimately defeat its own purpose. 
So I will urge upon the Government to devise effective measures to remedy 
the defects, raise the moral standard of the police, awaken moral conscious- 
ness within them and lastly, in conclusion, 1 would ask the Government to 
take drastic measures to in.sue warnings in the strictest terms to the higher 
officers of the police to mend their ways so far as their indiscriminate 
defence of their subordinates is concerned, and to make extraordinary pro- 
visions for drastic measures against the police of the lower rank that go 
out in the name of law and order and perpetrate inhuman atrocities over 
the dumb millions of the rural areas who nave long lieen groaning under the 
tyrantay of the police. 

With these words I support the main motion. 

Mr. HARAM CHANDRA CHOIH CHOWDHURYs Mr. Sneaker, Sir, 
the district of Noakhali has not escaped the general state of lawlessness now 
prevailing in different >art* of Bengal. Hindus of the Noakhali district 
16 



DEMAND FOE GEANTS. 


[23rd Sept. 


240 

form a very small minority. Almost everywhere in the district of Noa- 
khali a sprinkling of Hindu families will be found living scattered am] 
Isolated from one another, surrounded by hundreds of Muslim families, 
The tension of communal feeling in the district of Noakhali reached its 
climax after the recent happenings in Calcutta. Every Hindu in the dis- 
trict feels absolutely helpless and insecure and apprehends danger every 
moment from the rowdy elements of the majority community. In addition 
to newspaper reports the spreading of utterly false and unfounded rumours 
deliberately planned and engineered by a set of mischief-mongers has made 
the situation still more worse. 

On the “Id” day, these mischief-mongers seized the opportunity of the 
“Id” congregations throughout the district and openly incited the illiterate 
Muslim musses to violence. The nature of the rumour was also uniform 
throughout, namely, that thousands of Sikhs have been imported by the 
Hindus who are butchering the Mussalmans and marching forward, that 
Mussalmans have been murdered in the neighbouring mosque by the Hindus, 
etc. At this, the infuriated and illiterate mob in their thousands lan out 
of their houses with deadly weapons, surrounded or raided a large numbei 
of Hindu houses in different areas of the district on the plea of finding out 
the Sikhs. Several Hindus were murdered, many more were injured, and 
a few' are still missing or are suspected to have been murdered. Stray 
cases of loot and assault are numerous. Hindu shops of several bazars have 
beei* looted. Desecration of temples and idols are also taking place. 
Journey by boat and road has become unsafe. There have been cases where 
passengers were waylaid, assaulted and looted of their properties and 
subject to oppression and indignities. In some areas Hindus have left 
their ancestral homes and migrated to other areas of the district. (Ws 
have been reported of forcible conversion and attempt at conversion ti 
Islam. Businessmen and dealers in rice, paddy or clothes dare not cuiry 
their goods from one place to another. As such in these days of shortage 
and famine the sufferings of the poor people can better be imagined than 
described. There are no doubt, saner elements among the people and anioiiji 
the followers of the Muslim League, but they cannot control the fanatical 
section of them. Unless and until the people are assured of their safety 
and the local authorities are determined to bring the offenders to book, tbt 
perpetrators of such heinous crimes will go unpunished and the situation 
in the district may be completely out of control. Instances are not rare 
where the Hindu victims did not dare lodge any information to the police 
and even w’here the police were duly informed, the reports or statement* 
made bv them w^ere subsequently withdrawn or contradicted under threat 
of murder. While interviewing with the District Magistrate of Noakhali 
on the 12th instant I was told by him that in spite of repeated requisitioning 
no additional force was available in the district and that it was therefore 
difficult for him to maintain law and order. It is not known to us if any 
steps had been taken. This is, after all, a deplorable state of affairs. 

Mr. FAZLUL KARIM : ft: "iTvfa vretw, wtft 4 n*cr fVj wi new fr* wtifi 
*n i 55ft win ci cvsfi 4ittw wcvnp cwfci wiwi fttn i oq* new wren cw 

to i vtoci tctcw cwtwn *i i ts rioui n* wtft wwn cm fanftwn 
wt orft-- 

Mr. SPEAKER : wfwn mow, wiwft i 

Mr. FAZLUL KARIM : wit*, wtntf wftvt? wtn i wnrew iwre ftw i 

Mr. SPEAKER : wft* wtaw, wwre wrc cw«n rcwi 4 *w wtwfi 

t wrft to mftwr? ci Sft cm wren* i cwwft 4*w« Sft cm wciwft t 

Ntft’Mt Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY : fcft 4*ti cm wretfwi 
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Mr. FAZLUL KARIM : fa R'fyrs inn, stsr srs cs svsn fascfs, cst s^wt tit 
^ ^ ^tn ^ ; 4^ ytsts fa/m *si 1 $mt s^si jth' f%^n 9 fafafo f 

lrw * tTT® ^ 1 ^ riotiji scs sss wtfs ores stt to orsre 

*nt CS, CSStCS S$T* WRlSTSC^I f%v 5 * SCS& 5 tWR otS % | SWlS JSTOSS %31 4y* 
«R C?S 1 fa«fat I 3 TS *T*‘t Sftl 4 SH 5 STS CS yfsyteTSTft S S WS RC** yfS CS R wfaf 

st* 1 yfaytet* sss ssssRcy cscs c^?ii icscs 1 «itfa s»*tsts stta csstcs sit 4 s; g<yn fa* 
CW'RTR s* 4 « fry 4 s; ssssrc* c$cy, csstcs 4 y£i peace committee sfcs yft i yrfs faw 
4$ committees preHidcnt r£ 4S; 4yy?? tvs R^yr^ts srfacy stx'retary s tiff $ sts $*ff 
fs©s srsi SR 4 ? sys 4 yy* sss^Rcy its 4 y«R secretary ^fir i 4 it$i <*rs 47 ^ fa^ 
cm$yt% cstycy assistant secretary yf« 1 3trr(RS rrci ssi ytrtT* m fan ytfs CSSR ctf 
sissi sff 4 S; csstcs 5 s<ts its 4 y £ peace committee S<R yf* 1 stfs 4 r ms $cs facsff , foft 
4y*S fsSTTC Sfyi I STCS ^tfs &SfTS CSC* WTO fr«g-gs*ms $ 5 S >rjwTffCy 4¥C^ CSC¥ 
CTOS yds peace committee ^ ycsfe 44 * sy^ *gyr* ^ ff ^ ^ 

WCS Sf«R ’FCS'ft? I ltfa CSSRyt* -TSSSR S^RCy SCSfl CS, “C\&f**l SSSSR 4StR StSTl Iffst 

faircs scss, ysst; cstssi *fa cm ym y-nfa y* yc*i si ysra ms, sts’ts s^cscsi cswcrw 

flSTS 3 CStSTRS W'rs 4 ^ 4* m »tft res, 4S; 3TT5 TO Rfas SStrVS wits its f 
W34S C'StSTO ^TT® ^RTS faste ^SCSf<f, cs«l ^/sew CSTR 3*ts ^-nfy SI wtflri-^tWRl I?l 

mrs 4sr, 3R wsr *Mm*i C5^i ^scss 1 cssRsni smr^ esmest sr” 1 

4S $*tc* mrsrey nf3SR ysi rcsoF, *f-j ^si ?csc^ 1 ^rfs wrfs »r¥ft^fT 

SRi fastft cs); 'mss'-s sffas, fs, 4«r 4 sfIP Tssf^*! ^rf^tetr fasfaws 1 cssr •rth srsfsfMSiTf 
sTffacJf;, stsr s<.7 cs? fssf’R *rws stoj ^R, 3Ss Tfffs c st rswtniTcv fssn sr»f 

stro ycsfarRi ^rfs fssn yes scsfsRR cs “yf^yr m cyR sntf vsfs 44; fe^ 3 jtor, 
$&i s^gms 4yc3 4 R otrs sm ysc^" 1 ys-rr yprrs 4 ? fssri sms 4¥4f a Scsii f**i cs, stc« 
omitfnz r^-smRrrss *c«n cyR tfyrs sr««iw si y-rrf? $*i(rs si vcz mrs 1 mos fri « 
fo3* sr^oR sms stcy 1 RRWftrc MRTtffi srers yr^n^f o>ii ycso*s sm fas, 
^.trstrs fVjs cyR tfyts fasts si mscT mes 1 yffs sif? grtfs fofs ssur srurs, s|tn tftts 
sts eweys 4 s; ?5fsss cs \cti ctffTO‘tcy cscy 4R trs to *ffo tfrsR yes ah yesefs 
src 3 cssrrs -trf% ssrni srey 1 

Mr. MAN0RAN4AN DHARs On a point of order. Sir. Is the 
honourable member Hptakiiig on a cut motion?' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He is speaking on the main demand. 

Mr. FAZLUL KARIM ; cmsNl^lcM s4stcs cyR ^pins ^tsc^fR st^i 4 *faqi cyR 
report cs cmswftro me? 1 jt«rr si fag cy$t far? mfas si 1 ws*i 

mst*t sf\ cs SV31 faitcfs cstswft swci, stts ^rcy sscsts yfs, cs ft fs ^fts sy^i withdraw 
yis fss 1 31 m s cs, 4t svn sfs stt? cmstST’fR wsststsc^fs ft^s ^pts yf] tm t ijfr'cs 
UTcss scs yfft STST3 sics 4S* 3ts yes csstcs ay^i re-action csSi fa^ <tfcs 1 cstssr stfs 
fm ^tcy ssesrs yfir cs ftfs #1 si r*n withdraw yes fss 1 4 s; & sarsi stn precaa 
tfyR SI STS, 'StS WS7 SoS'CS^ CSS fsns STSTl sssss yess 1 

Mr. ANNADA FRASAD MANUAL ; sR^ti "•fYyts sits, stfs stvey ’jfst Sfes • 
4yf ym ssrs f ft 1 stss 'SoS'es'S Tfsns ws7 cs to*] ssr ycscys , cs sststi 
Sftscs SI 5CSC1, Stw n^STS SoS'ese^? StSCS ^ 5 ts CFCS CS-n ®R fa| nfs 1 igfircss ssts 
wn esc^t fcsci fai ifscss cs y 4 sr csti fcy sits 1 wrw ♦rtrs srssi ores msff cs ymw 
wnrsts ^fss y^ wsststscss Sss wmm rny as; gjftc-ts 8ss stscss, vsstsfscis cs sm 
cstt stfscs stuff 1 4 ^i cys ss? 4^1 srssi <y 8 ysms fscsFsi yesft fa r ytfs s D syf Tt cy 
fwwst yin cs, wsststss, ftls fajt its si gssstst its #r ^ffscss iss csis ytn 
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fr stuwv ?ltc*n c**i ¥* 9 i c* <jf wm fv to fafirci 
mi tts i «rtfw 7tfi7$¥i¥ to 9¥fs c* m iffici* tc<t 4? 319 wi sro ¥i i 4? 
m 7f*r vi ot’ew <vii 9 wt¥t 9 ¥97 tvs to 91^9, 49? ¥¥993 ¥¥7 ¥f re? i 4 ?* 3 ft tot 
fpW[ f yppTCT f 9C9T 4¥31 5091 031 TO? ¥91, ¥99 ^9 9T79 ^ C9C3 91T9 I WtW 

in* 4vm, 9i*r frot* mi 9ci7 ifici? £99 ¥$i w fe ?c9, 49 ; <jfai to srcnutfti* 

♦j¥3 wtro ift9 49? v99f9T9ci9 C99¥ 7C3 m 49* ¥99f9t9?:99 33) f?9tt9 ltd 

W1 tff3 ¥¥7 9NT3 9C9 I 49? TOR 7C9 ^flCl? 99t* 9T$tC3 7C9 I TOR TO 79, 4&1 9f? 
in ¥91 99, 3f7’C¥ ¥tTO9 C^T9 tfft <J9 ^T? 9T97R ¥91 5C9 I C9f*9 ¥f¥¥t3t9 9rf1tt9 nf¥991 
C9 <[9 ¥¥Tt9 9T97R ¥C9CS, 4¥<ft 9¥C¥? iPTR ¥?R7^ I 9Tff9¥ 9f* 9$bm TOK¥9 CTOR C¥t9 
|99l? ¥903 5t9, 3t7’t¥ ^%99 tff3 499 993 fTOl fTO f*C3 7C9 9103 <jf¥l ¥991919099 C99¥ 
TO 1t933 "1109 I ¥tfa Wlft, 11?t9*n:9 91 9TO (¥5 ^f%099 fa¥& 3T¥ 9T97R ¥TH ¥C9 91 1 
499 fa, 9f» C¥f9 ¥t9fa ¥f9t03 5T9, 91 C¥f9 f999 ¥T¥? f9TO 9ffal ¥903 9f9 317 C¥ 3tt¥ 
Wftl ^7 fac3 99 I 99 91 fa*! C¥f9 ¥f¥ 5TO 911 nj 93 09*0 99 %3 TO 319 33 09*^ 
¥TW ¥9 I ^C99 ¥97 tffTOffaSl 709 919 I 9191 99 f»C3 lit? 91, 3191 ^flCR f9¥l? 319 9T97R 

91 ¥l¥ TO 91 | 97099 0509 *ft$11 *109 C91> 4? 9¥9 703 C*1l 919 I 

* 

9l3t9¥ 9f9 *jfal feTO'CTOfa $*[(% ¥903 79, 3l7>9 3l0¥ 9"^f 3109 CTO 9f¥03 709 I 
Tt?l9 0901 ^fal 093109 C9t0¥9 90¥ 9T97R ¥09, 09? 3109 ¥1910^ (¥019 ifll 3 9103 ¥99191901? 
9W 9T9719 ¥09 319 flO^I f^03 709 ; 31 91 7*09 iflO-R 9TSf9¥ 0¥f9 S*ff3 703 1t09 91 I 

TO1 lol'OI 6 !? ^f%0l9 99t¥ 1P09 ¥09 9lf309 509059, f¥l 4? 9l%9 591 99l0¥9 C¥f= 
¥N'¥31 ¥1991 <?U 91 I 999 ¥?*f f 7391* ¥tf9 ¥R C9l"> 4 990f 9T0911R1 ¥903 51? 91 ; 30? 
<J9919 919*719 9^t9C7l990¥ ^991 ¥f909 f^03 51? 09, 9mf<9 9^ ¥11*1191 4? ifaf 9707 0¥l9 919T 
¥9179 ¥303 519. 317*09 ^fl ,, rO¥ ¥JRl9l90 i r9 C99¥ fr9l09 9l¥9l9 0^099 I 9imif9¥ 9091 

3t9 ^f*T0l9 f339 9T¥1 Sf53 99 | fr¥ 99991099 yfl ¥-9r97P9 ¥909, ¥991 999919 <jf9‘ 

f7^9 Sl9 ¥-9R7l9 9^909 4 9¥9 099 91 79 I l>909¥ tfC3T¥ ¥f99l9 f909l1 ¥903 709 

¥19 C¥l¥ ^9099 9097 9fa 0^91 919 3t71 7?C9 3^¥1K 09? 99 ^fll0¥ ¥*£T3 ¥90^ 

709 I 4?3109 9fa 13‘f 09‘^ ¥l¥ ¥099 309? 09 ¥991919019 tf¥3 9¥W¥l^ 3 popiliai 

Government 703 HT9, ¥19 31 91 f ’oi 09 unpopular Government 909 117 709 i ¥34 5 
¥lf9 919*119 9?1 907l Hr 90¥ 919919 ¥09 f^f^, f3f9 099 4 f999 93¥ 79 49? 9091^ 979Y1 ¥9¥7’ 
¥099 1 

Mr. ALI AHMED KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is disadvantageoui 
for a member of the Government aide to discuss and criticise a budge 
introduced by Government for consideration of the House. Still, however 
I cannot check the temptation of speaking a few words regarding the Polici 
budget as introduced for discussion on the floor of the House this afternoon 
Its. a, 45,8(1,000 has been estimated to be the cost of maintaining tlr 
Police for the current financial year. I shudder to think what a big amoun 
of public money is mis-spent annually on the different heads of Polio 
budget. The jadiec administration iu Bengal is a “heir' in comparisoi 
with police administration in other parts of the world. The quality am 
quantity of Police in Bengal are much below the standard. The Govern 
meut ought to have made provisions for the improvement of their standar< 
and better training, especially on moral lines. Better people must b 
Tecruited on a better scale of pay who should be given better training 01 
similar lines as in Englanck and for that purpose some officers may be sen 
to Kn^laud for receiving their own training, who can be best utilised fo 
imparting better training to our police in Bengal, in schools for nei 
recruits and in casual centres for the old ones. 

Sir, one has to hang down his head in shame when one surveys the coo 
duct o! the police here in Bengal from various standpoints. We have see 
in the past aa well as during the recent disturbances in Calcutta and abroad 
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tile police miserably failed in tbeir duty to maintain peace and older and 
to save the lives and property of the people, who were killed in thousands 
and their houses and properties burnt and looted. 

In the ordinary course of their duty quite a large number of police, 
with lie exception of a few, often pisuse their powers and privileges some* 
times in utter disregard of the Police Regulations, Bengal, and other exist- 
ing laws of the country, and the dumb millions do not get remedy against 
them, rather they have to court insult, even if anybody venture to approach 
the higher authorities for redress, as the subordinates are blindly sup|M>rted 
by the superiors which is an open fact. By this act of the superiors, the 
subordinates are so much encouraged that they never hestitnte to take to 
corrupt practices and to do anything they like with the litigant public. 
They often forget the common courtesy and lead out misbehaviour to the 
member of the public high or low. Instances art* not rare where Railway 
Police have shares of the boot) tiom the thieves and ducoits who steal and 
decoy goods from trains. So, the people have lost all confidence in the 
Police. I do not like to cite individual instances of corruptions, but in 
short it may be said that the police depart meut is fully charged with 
bribery and corruption which should be remedied at once by u thorough 
overhauling of the existing police administration of Bengal. A body of 
experts may be appointed to formulate a better scheme of administration 
and an intelligence Branch independent of the Police Department may be 
opened to keep vigilance on the police activities, on whose reports the 
promotion and punishments of the officers will fully depend. The Police 
Regulations, Bengal, also should be amended to suit the proposed reforms 
in the police administration, and to provide for adequate and higher punish- 
ments for misconduct and corruptions. 

Apart from the existing diseases in the body-police, a new disease of 
communalism has crept into the rank and file which also has drawn the 
attention of tin* leaders oi the society. During the recent communal difl- 
1 11 1 bailees in different paits of Bengal we have got symptoms and proof of 
it. In (’aleutta, Dacca and Brahmanbaria we have seen Hindu police 
officers indiscriminately arresting Muslims, as if in retaliation, and 
putting them to immense misery and then putting them to hnjat , while 
the inmates of their houses, males and females alike, subjected to endless 
trouble* and ill treatment. A police being a public* servant assumes the 
role of public master in ordinary dealing with the public. 

Mf. 8PEAKER: Mr. Ali Ahmed, please stop. Youi time iN up. 

Mr. ALI AHMED KHAN: May I pl< »a*e have one minute more? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No. 

Mr. ALI AHMED KHAN: May I please have one minute more? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, no. You may have half a minute. 

Mr. ALI AHMED KHAN: Under the circumstances, Sir, I would like 
to say that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Horne Department ought 
to have made further provision for an all round improvement of the Police 
Department, which we hope, he will make in the next year’s Police budget. 
I would, therefore, request the Hon’ble Minister to strictly observe parity 
in distribution of police to every place where police is required and also 
to observe the same in matters of new recruitments. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Mr Speaker, Sir, iftrtffw 

wr wfcunRi inmn sere* i wi ** wmi **f» c* 

orci c* <71 «f'R n** f«w fro* wctrai w fwt' im i 

( a voice : “No M ) Mjn fkcstO toti $ w«i ; 

4** i topf wPito si 4*; vrm c* *fm 
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towi crof* &tu5 ^fwcft citron mi wmi wfi 3 vcif* i STOKtr mm toiw 
ci 0 * 1 * wron ^fwm mi totori wfa mcwro i wfi i fin.... 

Mr. MUDA98IR H088AIN. I rise on a point of order, Sir. The 
honourable member has been repeating the same arguments over and over 
again, and I think he should not be allowed to repeat the same arguments. 

Mf. 8PETKER: That is no point of order. Will you please sit down? 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, tot* iro 
ms mu ^ftf fro? ci tout croft, 3 ti* f*j *i n *r*c* fim *rro curs cfww i 

cm utii *tfw ft* cvfa ci irwi Jttfci 4 *fci ir^ti itir 60 /so wi c*r* iwfin 

iti *tw wcro 1 sro *tfaf ft* cwtfti ? 4 * nor itcfr it^i eft* wmi iros ffft ci 
^froi -mi fasstti 1 m cro ctoto irti, c*mt* itto m c *r *wi 
wiftis, ftt*, 3 f* ^fatfi cro ft* fin 51 ftfotti ’tiT^g tou tilths ft* n 1 i r **t3i ivtn 
55 »rti vbo/ *io wi c*t* wtok 533 to to ; *i w ?to to 4*fr ir^r itwi *ics ^ 

mjt TOTO to 11W1 STWC3 3t*t3 033t*l f*7I Cf*>Str33 TO TO; TO Cl* TOl fcftl 

4**1 TOfC* fwpil Cft* footpath41 $ftl CTO f~R3 *3 *tl TO R* TO 3 tl CTO 
ft* ft*m it*i ^%-n citron, ^far-n *riT’*i^n 4 * if» toi 5-1 3 17*11 to ffroi 
fro 13 ft* ft* Cff TO TO 33* TOTTO 1*1 1 TOtTO Hon’blo Mr. Suhrawardy itdl 
it*i *rff*3 m to ^faf wfifircn $fi Rfro f*rti fifa ficwr* >rp' *cic^i, f*i 
Wf*f3tl ^f%f wflfTO ltd 4 43 *5 4*Fl **CW1 *f3tlff itl ittTO 5fl RTOl 1CI3 43 flTO 
TOT 4*TO 3 4*fcl statement *1C3 TOcfi n ci 1 I 3 T ifoi *l*r 3 R d TOl, ***t 3 R ^jfirtft 
Cl Wt!tfT31, Cl *1TO TO *ir fefa *3ftfa "tft, TO *3ftfa H I 13^1 TOT3 f3fl 
■rtfi* mi TON' crow statement wics 11 ffroR fifa Or 51 ci cro c»nfr, ci *fRitrf 
f3fi *( 3 ^^ 1 *«t*( 3R administration, iT*?n CRfi ff%f administration fii fii 

**f*3 TO5 3tl *flf 4* Cl 3tl 3Jtf Cl ll*P?t TTO f*f3 Cl* fTO f*f31 1C17 

‘.Ryrtfiv ititTO ito 1 *tfi fatro TO eft* *5f*rTO northern division 4 * 

*tl eft* Deputy Commissioner appointed 4t3 ftlt=n 11 1 Inspector-General of 
Police, Commissioner of Police, 4 * 1*1 recommendation <y^\ ift irtfru Cl 
recommendation fro m 11 1 *tr** northern division 4 4 * iftii m c*n permanent 
officer appointed vt3 fttifi 1 4 *«m 13 ^ ncn 4 * cTOnt* id fid 4 ti 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will you please withdraw the expression “ TOf upr 
C*t*ll ” 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Sir, I am sorry, I mean 
“ TOf util 3 *f ^1* ” 1 Cl* northern division 4 i Deputy Commissioner 4 i *f* *iti 1 
4* *Tfd ***iro fro 5 ft 3 ftft^i 1 f f*f fro iiTf iicft* 1* iirtTOn *cit*i, i* 13 
it* *tit*ii TOfdi cto c*n cm icft^j v»r*r 3 R ff%tfi itn n^fvrfi* itfn wre* 1 

ff^rtfl* ItfTtl ftll ffftfl CltfT31 fl5Tl *111 5TO =0, CTO vote 41 CWttff TOl ^fftfl 

fiTO *11 r* ii, vote 4i cwrtii im ofim *rt* f* n *rt* firo *11 st* n, ft* 
ci* i*i vote4i c*tci? toi irt** ftf *ci f^rn, *rt** ^f%f itf* ffiirtf *rt*i 
C*T* 41* TOVl fTO Ittf! CRf 1^15 '*tf (TOT* 4*fl 1TOT 5tf 11 I *Tt*t Wffl 4*fl C*Tf 
TO fltfl TO 1*C3 5t* Cl 4* ^fftfl ICfT Cl 4* flTOtfl* fit Ft*C* 4* irfftfl* 
ff*H wit ^fftfi efficiency *tit? TO wn toto ^Jfwfs * 1 **, fro *jfff3 mtf i 
4* nt-ynfi* \f% wsn tfif isto wit *v s m civil sendee f*TW wtw **rfW3, 
administration f*rw wiw *wfw3 1 4 * *ff*T 3 i mu Sfti* wtw cm TO* Additional 
Joint Presidency Magistrate fefr 4*wi iiwro. Extra-Additional Joint Magistrate 
TfttWS WWW* ^ifWlTH *1TO TO I 
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Mr. SPEAKERS Mr. Chatterjee, please confine yourself to the budget. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: MR *n wc* M lam 

if’n -tptc ftt^n wit? 4 tfT C 4 ffrrw f fa 4 pr* C 4 * f t^ft fa w \fai wm writ rc*f 

¥#474 4ft4$iT~ii¥i 4"*p' fpytftw jfaf m 4cmcv im wrrs cm 4ft ^farff ippts wwes 
tf4 i f$f*4 fit f eit m fi-yrffirr jfa? 47 fmf , frvrit wtttft P t c it w 

frf47r* 3 mwrft ipr soft frptTCf fraRu *rtn iprcff cvm res *ttci 4i, 4ft istiwfr 

fpftf CW? f4tfH W* ftf%T3 ¥t¥C\5 *tTCfCf 41 I 

Mr. MIR AHAMMAD ALI: Hon’hle Speaker fcwi, 'iftiftcvfcfftl wttftifl 
fcf^ i «jfacff 4m fm 4m cf m' 74 cft-n frtw? $i ftc-nm wfftf wfj ftom Govern- 

ment Cf $*774 W¥4f4 ¥¥C3 471374 D ¥fC¥4 I 41,4 f^lfa 4t ¥41 4TW fTCWfc 4fTf I 4$ 
"tfatll ¥7f TW.ff 37? fffff z*jt <V4l facTO, 4$ *rtwi-?Wf If ¥1?C'lf r$¥ fl 441 flftMfc ?$¥ 3lT® CffUl 

f tf cf ■ p tfmrTf f cfT f rnrfm <mr¥ facM c?i¥ 4mtit smi few ; $ni* cf*fi wfa*fu wett? i 

CMft <mTT¥f fCfT ffTfffl 4frs I 4tff Ufff 4tff ^JTCf tfTCf fCffa. Cftflf fa^ yr*RWf ftfj 
CffRfftlf oTf 47t, fl atft 4fC^ I ffl 4tftf f\ ffC4R Stffit 4¥l& ¥41 ftfOR Cf etfte^Cff 
S. D. 0. fi4C4f tfft 44 rtf fifffff ¥C?C$4I 4tff Wtfa ^ff^Cf* MlRTf 'tut S. D. 0. 
'tmtSnnr fterf facffk^R 44 1 frefa ¥*n 'iffj'f ¥Cf f tf 4 Peace Committee ¥Tft¥4 i 
Cffp4 Cf ffU ¥4f53¥f *7¥ ¥CfC!?4 37? ¥C4 CffTCf fffftCff CRf fr*S fCTTffM $ft¥ fff* 
fTR fccfCS4 Cff*t I ¥7f 4 iff ¥|7¥ f¥Cft fffc ; C¥R f¥4 (''774474 fl 447 fVj Cft I 4ft 
<474*1 etfle^jCf fCftf Cf 4TTfl ¥4*731 fJTCff ¥4¥f4 **Cf) 41 I iJffCf 4fffl fa"J ffffR 4¥rai 

vrmefi, 4 rr^ 4 rc 4 t ^ f¥f ^meff ¥fi cfRi fnrfa i 4 prff f^c¥ ffe ff^ l%ff c¥tf definite 
ccrpi crrc^R 4 Tfrr»»f S. 1 ). o.’f ff¥ci, ’rtr’cf 4 tff ^ref firsipn fffrfi, fterfi 41 1 

4tf ff* fl 4TH44 'rtrcf withdraw **4 1 

4tf rt*m ffffR 3Ttr8T3f ¥f -Ifw 41t t vffjpFi .far ¥f, : 5ttt pr f ¥m4*fj 4fff¥l Cf*Tt 4T47 
tpm wfsffei ¥ft cfcff i ▼rent 4t cMPorm rc^ i 4Tff tsri srt fi i 4ff 4tftc¥ <jt 44 
fi4 4tf ff4fH ecffe^Tf, 4tff mfffrr ^ffi fttef ft ^4 fvm $ fffftnrf 

fRT ^f=H fTtcf fit 4ft Reserve Ofli«*erc¥ fff 1 4tfft¥ Reserve ottioer f4C44 
Cf 4tf 4f 41, 4ftC4 fV4 f! fffftf recruit C43f1 ?Cf 411 fw^ftfl 4fC4 W44 Cf ilftTf 
ffC w 1*t C4T4 4Tfwr^t fffl rcl^, ftCTCff I 4tff hrstfl vff fTtftf TJUf-flttV Cf 4F3 
«ft4¥ ff-itf fct^i 4Wf tr-J 4 t, ftmi cm ^rfTc4f t 4mrt 4 cni fm wcfi 1 fff 

4ftr4 fl4 f 1 444474 4TfTT¥ ?C« *t!C¥ Tt4C4 4t'44tf1 f¥ TfVff CfC4 414^ ¥4Cf4 f 

CffTf 'j Sf^fii fl» f»Cf 4rc''f fnvrft fr*f 4frf4r4C¥ ft:4tf ^fmr-r-3 fc<n recruit ¥44 1 
jjt 4tftf tftf' a i i 41ft m-n ¥fa ft mi c w c-t c¥R c^rnfm ref 41 1 -ji*£¥ 4 i n*tf 4¥C4t<if4cif 

f¥4|4 ¥CfC¥4 Cf ff ftfmi 4tff ft 4¥ fc¥ ffC4!4l, 444474 »rcff''ttf 4t4 Wtff f ffl 

444otCf otf ¥f¥ ¥CfC$ fi example V¥4 i wtff fr*4 oftc^f f^siffi fff fC4l uU 4fCl 
flf C¥S C¥C4 ftc¥4 fjfk f¥ 44CT 4TCf 4 * flt f¥4 attff ^444f4 ¥C4¥ ffttl I tffT4 4#1 441* 
fCff ¥7^ ¥7474 4t TJtf'fl Cf ^f41 47tC4 W* Sf ^f4474C¥ 4474«tCf f^ff C44 recruit 

¥C7R I ^T7C4 ¥74tnm C'fmfTf fffrrf , ffVff $f$fTTf C4t¥ Wlfr^ c^rfftf TftW 41 | 

Mr. BENODE CHANDRA CHAKRABORTY: On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. ¥T4t? Cf ¥fi cf 4TCi ¥7l4 Men 5 tt cf *fl47Sai fttff fftf 

*7f4 {4TJ ff4f4 ; ¥7f4 4CTff ff¥-4444i4 U^fJftirff 4TO ftfl 47f¥ fttftf'TPT mtf I 

¥^4f withdraw ¥fTf *pj 5ftT4 ¥trf 4i I 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think any explanation is necessary. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAJUMDAR: Before the Hon'ble Minister 
replies, may I invite h^ attention to a very grave matter. Several honour- 
able members who adorn the Government benches have declared in this 
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House that all members of the police force who happen to be Hindus are 
communal and unfit to discharge their duties impartially. If that is a fact, 
that is a grave matter. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether he subscribes to that view — I just thought that it is necessary 
to draw his attention to that. 

Ttia Hoil'We Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Government are relieved to 
find that the usual criticism levelled against the Police budget that it is 
over- weigh ted hus not been levelled this year. I find that criticisms have 
been more in the nature of the inadequcy of the police force and a demand 
has been made from various sides for increasing the police force. (Cries 
of “No, no” from Opposition benches.) This criticism has taken this vear 
a somewhat more substantial form, but they reter not to any new incidents 
arising this year but to the usual standard of the police force. For 
instance, it is stated that the police are corrupt, that they take bribes when 
accepting diaries, that persons are afraid to file diaries, that the police 
treat persons with indifference and contempt and so on and so on. But the 
remedy to a very large extent does lie ill the hands of public-spirited men. 
I do upt say that that unfortunate person who had to go to file a diary is 
of such a position that he can speak against a particular officer who has asked 
him for money before he'ean file the diary or that the man is able to resist 
any insults that the police officer may offer him, hut surely there are gentle- 
men here of the status of the members of the Legislative Assembly who, 
if they looked after the interests ot their constituency , would be able to 
bring to the notice ot the superior office! * and of Government any laches 
on the part of the police. A friend of mine over there "fated that 1 ought 
to order at once that the police ought to behave themselves. 4 osi 

vert fare *trf* fas ven w*, <? i csi vzv ri i 

That is tin* main point. AV hat is the use ot saving that an order or rather 
a fiat be issued and immediately there will be reionnation. It has been 
suggested by Home people that they ought to be educated in moral standards. 
I think it is a little bit t oo late to educate the existing police on moral 
standards as if they do not know what initial standards happen to be. 

Then, Sir, the police have been charged with inactivity starting from 
Calcutta #nd also to be found elsewhere. That is a matter which un- 
doubtedly vi ill be considered by the Commission. My friend here has 
referred to an incident which took place last night. During the liots there 
were hundreds of such incidents when persons, whole bustees, have been 
murdeied outright and yet the police have not been anywhere. (Mr. 
Dhikkmik \ Nath l)vrr\: At p.m. in the afternoon and not last night.) 
These matters must certainly be taken into eonsideiation and, us I have 
stated, even during the riots persons have been murdered in shoals without 
any police being available or any information having been conveyed to the 
authorities. 

Then a third item of criticism harf been also voiced from both sides that 
communalism has pervaded the police force. What is the remedy of this 
one does not know but a remedy has been suggested, viz., that communalism 
will disap|H*ar if there is a proper representation of Hindus and Muslims 
in the services and if parity is preserved. It does not mean that if a Hindu 
policeman is unfair to Muslims iu one particular area, a Muslim police- 
man will be unfair to Hindus in another area and thus the parity will bo 
observed, but if Hindus and Muslims were together in the same service, 
then esprit th corps is bound* to arise and there will he projier treatment of 
the |HH)p1e and communalism will disappear. 

Then there have been various incidents that have been reported. 
Reference has been made to the Dacca riot and the manner in which it 
began and how it has proceeded. A member has stated that the Garhwalli 
police had entered the Muslim localities and routed them out or committed 
oppression upon them. That is a matter which undoubtedly we must take 
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serious notice of. Very shortly I am hoping that I and certain friends of 
mine — I hope the honourable the Leader of the Opposition trill be good 
enough to accompany us — should proceed to Dacca and try and see whether 
we can use our joint influence for the purpose of bringing the state of 
affairs there under control. 

Then reference has been made to the dacoities iu Mymeusingh and in 
the area between Kishoreganj and Bhairab and beyond, rnfortunately 
this is part and parcel of the increase in crimes following the 1943 famine 
and the cessation of hostilities. And the general increase in the wave of 
lawlessness is always beyond the control of the local police. To give you 
the figures today, although the situation today is somewhat better compared 
with 1945-46, the figures are alarming when compared to the pre-war quin- 
quennium, that is to say, between 1935 and 1939. The following are the 
figures in resjiect oi murders, dacoities, jobberies, hurgalaries and riot- 
ing:— 

Instead of 410 murders we have 531. 

Instead of 747 dacoities we have k\14‘J. There has been such a tremen- 
dous increase. 

Instead of 1 3,3’J‘J burghmes we ha\c l7,KMi, and 

Instead of 5K6 rioting we ha\e 1 ,43*4. 

(Mr. NiHKKEM>r Dm-AI \/.i mimu : Many have not been reported.) 
Many cases have not only not been reported, but we aie on the serge of 
something even more serious and, their fore, iu considering what steps 
should be taken to deal with the situation, 1 am afraid that we hall have 
to look ahead and not merely deal with the situation as apparent from these 
figures, hut also with the situation that we find ahead of us, and which 
requires not merely an increase m the police force oi an increav m the 
efficiency , hut public co-opeiation. In that point of view an attempt is 
being made to revive village defence parties and some organisations like 
the home guards in order to see whether we can bring tin* matter under con- 
trol. The police force which includes thaua staff and armed police 4ius 
been found inadequate to cope with jthis crime wave. Measures have been 
taken to strengthen the police force, particularly in those arcus where crime 
figures are at their worst. As regards Cah utta I am examining the situa- 
tion afresh. 1 have no doubt in my mind that there should he an increase 
in the personnel of the police force in Calcutta und that"* we shotlld have 
more armed force to deal with the situation. 

The mobility of the police force has been increased by the provision of 
a large number of motor vehicles and the police have been armed with more 
up-to-date weapons tor that purpose. The district headquai tors and ecilaiu 
% subdivisions have also been linked up bv mean** of tin* wireless system. 

As regards train robberies we immediately took steps to place pickets 
and armed guards at the railway stations and in ruuning trains and the 
crime immediately decreased. \Ve.also requested the railway authorities 
to restore the lights in the passenger trains. I had hoj>ed thut the isiilway 
authorities themselves would consider the seriousness of the situation and 
would step in and bear some of the burden of the security charges, l ntor- 
tunately they have not done so and the proposals of the local railway 
authorities have been turned down by the Railway Board. 1 hope that they 
will be able to revise their orders and will place adequate guards in those 
places where crime again has begun to rear its head. We have provided 
armed guards in passenger and goods trains and armed patrol in the line 
whenever necessary and crime has materially decreased. If there is any 
suspicion of the recrudescence of crime, steps will be taken at once. 

An honourable member, the last speaker, referred, in particular, to 
Mr. Panaullah, the Subdivisions! Officer of Jamalpur. I think that it li 
aeoeeeary fur me also to say one word regarding him. An honourable 
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gentleman here, a member of the Opposition, stated that Mr. Panaullab 
<)jcf not command the confidence of the local Hindus and took him to task 
for what took place in Jamaipur. As a matter of fact the local peace com- 
mittees of Hindus and Muslims have sent a letter of congratulation, which 
has already been published in the Amrita Bazar Patriha here, for the 
manner in which he has brought the situation under control. I am glad 
to say that but for the personality and the hard work he has put in, the 
situation in Jamaipur would have been very much worse. I think it is 
extremely unfair that a capable officer of that type should be charged with 
inefficient' v merely because he happens to be a Muslim and that people 
here should state that the Hindus have no confidence in him, although the 
local Hindus certify to just the reverse. 

"With regard to the incident of Rameswar Banerjee these are matters 
which the present Government does not consider necessary to reopen. I 
am placing before the House the action that was taken during the section 
93 regime. It appears that the jurors by a majority returned the verdict 
that the death of Rameswar Banerjee was caused by gunshot wounds inflict- 
ed on the head b\ police firing on the order of Inspector Hammond without 
justification and in whieh the police exceeded their power of law. liun. 
Sir, on that verdict Government consulted its Legal Adviser who advised 
Government that the verdict of the Coroner’s Jury was perverse and was 
against the weight of evidence and that under those circumstances no action 
needed to be taken on the verdict. (Ml(. Kiiun 8\nk\h Roy: Who was 
the Legal Adviser?) 1 do not know. It was dime under section 93 regime. 
And it is not a matter which we consider important enough to leopen at 
this stage while we are really in the midst of a much greater cataclysm 
and we have to deal with it. It was therefore decided that no action need 
be taken on the verdict of the Coroner’s Jury. Government accepted that 
advice. 

Thereafter there was an executive enquiry as well requiml b\ (lie njes 
and it was held by the Commissioner of Police and it was found on uquiry 
that the firing was justified. Government have accepted that advice and 
they do not consider it, therefore, necessary to take any action again>t the 
officer responsible for firing on that occasion. 

There is one more point, I believe, that has been raised regarding the 
failure of Government to institute a public enquiry into the conduct of 
those police forces and subordinates who transgressed their power in the 
August movement of 1942. We have already stated on the floor of the 
House that Government do not propose to reopen the question which is 
already four years old. T think, Sir, that it is just as well if we allow the 
matters to lie. 

I have been asked by the spokesman of the European Group whether 
we are going to entertain more armed police. Sir, it is our intention to 
•do so. It bus been suggested by au honourable member that we should get 
rid of non-Bengali police and recruit from only amongst the Bengalis. 
That has been the policy of Government and we have been recruiting later 
on only from among Bengalis, hut there are obviously a large number of 
non-Bengalis in the police force whom we cannot obviously get rid of. 
Moreover, a certain amount of that force is considered necessary, although 
gradually they are being weeded out. In the armed police, in particular, 
it may be necessary for us to recruit those who are more used to the use of. 
arms. 

We propose to introduce .legislation on the Bombay model regarding 
payment of compensation. Sir, this matter is still under our consideration, 
but it may be interesting for honourable members to know that Bomtray is 
thinking of revising this legislation and using the Calcutta model 
{Laughter). 8o, Sir, this is a matter which we shall have seriously to 
consider. It is not whether the Calcutta model is not lietter than the 
Bombay model/ Alter all, the Bombay model might be useful lor sporadic 
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riot but when it comes to the kiud of riots or disturbances or wax and 
butchery that we have seen recently, 1 am afraid that no funds available 
at the hand of any Government can possibly deal with them if Government 
have to pay eomj>ensation for any loss thus incurred. This is nil that I 
have to say. As I have said, nobody can consider with equunimity the 
present condition of the police force and the state of its morals. We are 
indeed very sorry to hear that we have to accept the verdict of this Home 
on the point that a good deal is still necessary for us to improve tin* condi- 
tion of the police force. Undoubtedly the warning will he noted, but 1 do 
appeal to the honourable members here to assist Government in rectifying 
any errors that the\ may find in the local police. I can assure the House 
that it will not he our attitude to try and whitewash any complaints that, 
we may receive to take adequate and proper steps. 1 know that it is very 
difficult to get at the truth. I also know that b\ proceeding along the 
old lines ot enquiry from superior officers down to some subordinate officers 
it is not ul wins possible to get at t 1 m* truth. As a matter of fact all of us 
who have been non-otlieials not so verv Ion tr ago have suffered more or less 
from the natuie of this kind of enquiry. 1, therefore, sympathise with 
those persons who would say that attempts should he made to see that 
superior officers are advised in the strongest terms to see that they do not 
attempt to whitewash any complaints hut attempt to arrive at the truth. 

I think in that spirit vou will find that Government will icadily assist you 
in every possible way and we hope that it is no use voicing those sentiments. 
Let them have concrete eases and put us to test and see whether we can 
do something to improve the condition of the morale of the police force 

The motion of Dr. Protap Chandra Gului Hoy that the demand of 
Hs. 4,45,80.000 tor expenditure under the head “Jit Police” he reduced 
by IN. 100. was then put and lost. 

The motion of I)r Protap Chandra Guhu Roy that the demand of 
ID. 4,45,80,000 for expenditure under the head '*29-- Police” he reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost . 

The motion of Mr. Xiharendu Dutt-Maznmdar that the demand of 
Hs 4,45,80, 000 for expenditure under the head "29 —Police” he reduced by 
Hs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr Gaiicndra Chandra Hhattachurjee that the ‘ demand 
of Hs. 4.45,80.00(1 for expenditure under the head ”29-- Police” he reduced 
by Hs. 10(1, was then put and lost. 

I he motion of Mr Kalahari Hoy that t lie demand of Hs. 4,45,80,000 
for expenditure under the head ”29 — Police” he reduced hv Hs. 100, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Maiioranjan Dhar that the demand of Its. 4,45,80,000 
tor expenditure under the head ”29 — Police” 1 h* reduced hv Hs. 100, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Hon’ble Mr. II. S. Suhrawardy that a sum of 
Rh. 4,45,80,000 he granted for exjienditure under the head ”29— Police” 
was then put and agreed to. 


' Adjournment 


The House was thm adjourned at 5-35 p.m. till 2 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 25th September, 1946, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly a**embled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 
25th September, 1940 , at 2 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Nihil Amin) in the Chair, 8 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 198 Members. 


Point of Privilege. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir. may I invite your 
attention to a point of privilege? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What is your point of privilege? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, my privilege as a mem- 
ber of this House to put question and get an answer from the Hon’ble 
Minister has been infringed on a very grave occasion and in ven extra- 
ordinun circumstances. Cnder rule 24, as you are aware, Sir, a member 
in order to receive an answer to a question that be may wish to put. . 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. l)utt-Mazumdar, is this tin* point that was tailed 
on tlit* da\ when tin* Deputy Speaker was presiding? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: No. Sir It is .a new point. 
I have received a communieation from the Asscnibh Department, with legard 
to a question, ami it is in relation to that. You are aware, Sir. that under 
rule 24 a member has to give 12 days' notice m ordei to lie able to get an 
answer to a question put by him. In respect of a question intended to he 
put at shorter notice \our consent is needed and then the consent of the 
department concerned. I handed in a question to you. Sir, on the 1 'It h 
August, 1940, relating to a very urgent matter. You were good enough 
to inform me by a letter, dated the 14th August, stating as follows: “that 
the matter was sent on to the Hon’ble Minister to ascertain whether he is 
willing to give his consent”. 

Sir, this information I got on the 14th and after that I raised the matter 
before the House on the loth, reminding \ou that 1 had given notice of a 
question intended to he answered at short notice. Hut 1 do not know what 
happened to it. It was very urgent that that question should have come 
Up before tin* House immediuteh . Hut no answer was given. At long last 
I received a letter from the Assembly Department on the 20th September 
informing me t hut the Hon' hie Minister-in-oharge of the Home Department 
did not give his consent to answer my question at short notice. Sir, this 
is rather extraordinary. The precise point of privilege that has been 
infringed is this, that if I am entitled to get an answer to a question wdiich 
I specifically put to the Hon’ble Minister and which is admitted by you, 
I am entitled to get an answer within 12 days. It 1 make a request to have 
an answer at shorter notice, after you have been pleased to give \our 
consent, the answer must lie furnished at shorter notice or I must be inform- 
ed in less time that the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge does not give his consent. 
But nothing of the kind was done and over a month has elapsed in the 
meanwhile in spite of extraordinary circumstances. The House met several 
days after 1 had given my notice of a short-notice question intending that 
the answer should be given in less than 12 days’ time, as expeditiously as 
possible, and over five weeks were allowed t<? elapse without any response 
from the Hon’ble Minister concerned. I submit it is a very serious infringe- 
ment of a member’s privilege under rule 24. Besides, I must draw your 
attention to this fact that the right of putting question is valuable also on 
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public policy. It was a matter of great public importance which related 
to the subject-matter of my question, and I find that all this time has gone, 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I point out, Mr. Dutt-Ma*umdar, that in this 
case, according to you, the matter was mentioned on the 15th August, and 
you probably remember that after the loth August we did not meet till the 
12th of September. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, l made a mistake. The 
matter was mentioned to you not on the loth but on the 14th of August. 
We met on the loth August. But, Sir, here with your permission I would 
like to remind you that my question related to an emergency, and where 
an adjournment motion is not admissible it has been the privilege of this 
House to bring in such matters by short-notice question; and here this 
matter related to the question, as you admitted, Sir. as follows : 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not concerned with the subject-matter of the 
question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: 1 am not going into the 
subject-matter of the question, hut the time was of the essence in respect 
of this question. Here one particular point wn> asked, when we are in 
possession of certain things, what precautionary measures, if any. have 
Government in contemplation to take to maintain the peace and tranquillity. 
Thih was asked. Sir, on the 13th. It was brought to your notice on the 
14th. You were good enough to forward it on the 14th to the depart, men! 
concerned. I submit, the department should have given the consideration 
and should have weighed the gravity of the situation to consider whothei 
there was any such likelihood as suggested in the question. If, I submit, 
as a matter of public policy my privilege had not been infringed and if thif 
question had been answered in due time, the whole House and the Province 
of Bengal might have been forewarned of the breach of peace and tranquillity 
and of the untoward happenings on the Kith. That was the subject that 
related to this question. So by infringing my privilege as a member o 
this House the department has not only done a grossly unfair thing hut r 
has prejudicially affected the public interest on a matter of grave publi< 
policy. It has deprived the House of the constitutional procedure o 
ventilating the matter and forewarning the public in taking precautionary 
measures in the interest of public peace and tranquillity. Sir, that beinj 
my point of submission, I ask for your ruling on this point as to how ou 
privileges in the first instance may bo safeguarded against wanton infringe 
ment by the department concerned and secondly. Sir. on matters of grav 
public importance and as a matter oi public policy how this precious righ 
of the members of ventilating through this House by means of puttiuj 
short-notice questions may he ensured so that it may result in public henefi 
and averting unhappy consequences by taking timely action and notice r 
grave matters of importance. That is my point. 

Mr. SPEAKER. So far as the rules go, I do not find that there is an 
power with the Chair that can compel the Government to give renly to 
question either with short notice or with long notice. One remedy is thi 
that these rules have got to he modified and some powers vested in th 
Chair. The second remedy is those which have already been provided i 
jthe rules by way of adjournment motions and by way of no-confident 
motions against the Government. Beyond that T do not think there is an 
other remedy which I can think of. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: It is open to you, §ir, I 
bring to the notice of this House such lapses on the part of any departmei 
in time. It is quit* open to you to say that a short-notice question receive 
your consent, but the department concerned failed to signify its oonsei 
within the time whioh is implicitly provided in the rules. In that case tl 
House may consider it* own helpl essn es s , that we are at the taadar man 
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of the department concerned and that they are not bound by any rules nor 
obliged to honour any healthy rules or tradition. I suggest, Sir, that at 
leant it lies within your power and you will be pleased to consider to bring 
to the notice of the House where things are not taken sufficient notice of by 
the department concerned. If the department concerned — here the Hon’ble 
Minister-in-charge of the Home Department is involved — if, Sir, with your 
permission he likes, he may perhaps help you and this House by explaining 
why such a serious lapse takes place on an occasion like this which resulted 
in grave misfortune and consequences for the public* life of Bengal. 

Mr. SPEAKER. I have already said what I had to say. If the Govern- 
ment think it necessary and proper to say anything, they will look after 
themselves. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: It shows that Government 

have nothing to say. This is suppression of public rights. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT8. 

54 — Famine. 

[The debate on the demand for grunt under the head “b4 — Famine" was 
resumed in continuation oi the debate held on the 21st September, 194b.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Martuzu Reza Chowdhury was in possession of 
the House. 

Mr. MARTUZA REZA CHOWDHURY: Mr Speaker, Sir, for the 
purpose of relief and rehabilitation the whole Province should be divided 
into two different units, namely, Calcutta and Bengal Districts. In both 
the units the four classes of people as mentioned previously are in existence: 

(1) Relief and Rehabilitation Department should have the sole charge ot 
the task of food, shelter, clothing and education. The Relief and Rehabilita- 
tion Department must make adequate provisions to give vocational and 
educational training and to make suitable arrangements of land and occupa- 
tion for the middle-class affected people. (21 It must be the work of this 
department to make necessary arrangements to educate the orphans, 
destitutes and deserted children up to a certain stage. After the education 
is over it will also he the duty of this department to give suitable employ- 
ments to them according to the education and training by way of rehabilita- 
tion. (3) The third item of work lor this department is to make necessary 
arrangements to get back lands of the dispossessed rural population, who 
have lost lands due to famine and its after effects. (4) The fourth item of 
work is to make adequate arrangements for supply of capital goods and 
regular supply of raw materials to the small artisans who are hard hit due 
to famine and day to day economic scarcities. 

With a view to give a concrete working shape of the above central 
scheme in a detailed and elaborate way throughout the whole of Bengal 
including Calcutta it is of utmost necessity and highest priority importance 
that the Relief and Rehabilitation Department should be thoroughly 
reorganised being quite alive with the community interest with all justice 
and fairness. Tne whole administrative machinery should he organised in 
the following way with due regard to the communal ratio. 

(1) That the Relief ahd Rehabilitation Department must be a separate 
and independent organisation and all spheres of work in connection with 
relief and rehabilitation musf come under the direct control and supervision 
of this department. 

(2) Director of Relief and Rehabilitation must be a Muslim. He must 
get [the rank and status of Secretary. 

(3) Under the Director there must be three posts as Deputy Directors, 
namely, (a) Deputy Director, Relief, (h) Deputy Director, Rehabilitation, 
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end ( e ) Relief Co-ordination Officer, These three officers will be under tile 
Director for the purpose of assisting him specially in the spheres of relief 
rehabilitation and co-ordinaticm, respectively. 

The most important task before the Hon’lile Minister-in-charge is that 
the communal quota must be observed in all spheres of activities of thin 
Department. During the regime of section 9$, Muslims were hopelessly 
neglected by Government officials, whereas more than 80 per cent, of Govern- 
ment money has gone to Hindu hands. Although the Muslims of Bengal 
are the most down-trodden economically, during tin* crisis they did not get 
their legitimate share of Government relief. As a matter of fact Muslims 
of Bengal are cent, per cent, affected. The main reason of this sort of 
persecutions and downright denials of Muslim interest is that the whole of 
this department is being controlled and run by non-Muslim officers. From 
Director downwards to the Belief Co-ordination Officer, including the 
subordinate officers and other clerical staff, almost all are non-Muslims and 
the Muslim quota will not be more than lo per cent, of total strength. 

It can be easily found out that all the key posts are being engaged by 
the Hindu and non-Muslim officers. Under the supervision of Hindu- 
controlled body if Muslim organisations go for relief their cases always 
remain in the pending file, whereas the major portion of Government money 
goes to Hindu organisations. Belief Co-ordination Officer, Calcutta, is in 
entire charge of relief and rehabilitation of Calcutta including the hustees. 
During the last two or three years of administration as many as thirty 
Hindu organisations got help from the Belief Co-ordination Officer to run 
the non-official relief organisations, whereas the Muslim cases are wilfully 
ignored with the exception of Muslim Welfare Society organised by Justice 
and Mrs. Khundker and till recenfly the Calcutta District Muslim League 
Relief Committee. After hard toils of last two years Calcutta District 
Muslim League Belief Committee, the only fortunate Muslim Relief 
Organisation, has become successful in getting lump sum grant of 
Rs. 7,o00 only seven days before the installation of present Ministry. In 
the circumstances it is absolutely necessary that u thorough reshuffling of 
the department should he made at once. Hence strong Muslim officers, 
such as Mr. H. S. M. lshaque, I.C.S., as Director, and other officers in 
alternative key positions, must be posted at once and thereby save Muslim 
Bengal from further sufferings. 

To add to the miseries of the suffering, the communal riot in Calcutta 
has given shocking blows on the emergency Muslim Relief Organisation 
During the Great Calcutta Killing it was found all on a sudden that som« 
non-Muslim I.C.S. were installed in the emergency relief measure to dc 
great justice towards their own communities as if the Cabinet Mission hai 
given them chance to play the part of British-Bania role, in an organised 
manner. So, the poor people remained absolutely at the mercy of one Hindu 
I.C.S. officer where the Muslims did not get any justice in regard to 
emergency relief. It is quite known to everybody in Calcutta that Anjuman 
Mufidul Islam and Park Circus Muslim Relief Committee are the besl 
organisations which rendered yeoman’s service irrespective of caste and 
creed during the crisis. But unfortunately due to the Hindu regime ol 
Emergency Relief Control they did not get rations for a large number oi 
refugees up to the 20th August though 1 understand that the Chief Ministei 
ordered one Mr. Ghosh of Civil Supplies Department to supply ration to th< 
said organisation on the 17th August. Since then up till now the Emergency 
Relief is being controlled and run by non-Muslims by flagrantly denying 
the order of Hon’ble Minister, Relief, that the functions of relief ant 
rehabilitation should be handled by the Relief Directorate including thi 
Relief Co-ordination Office and its staff who are in charge of Calcutta relie 
during the normal times. We have enough of this Hindu rule under tin 
shade of British Imperialism and we must cry halt to this sort of grosi 
injustice committed on the poor Muslims and Hon’ble Minister, Relief 
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must take up the relief matters with an iron hand to make an end of these 
British-Bania clique on which the Hindus are trying to take the meanest 
sort of advantage on Muslim poverty. 


The Hon'bie Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker Sir, I 
am sure that the honourable members would like to know the details of the 
provision of the Famine Budget, and they are as follows: — 


Rs. 


(1) Salaries and establishment 

(2) Gratuitous relief 

(3) Miscellaneous (Test works) 

(4) Rehabilitation programme 


52,19,000 

1,09,50,000 

35.00. 000 

93.00. 000 


Under the head “Salaries and establishment” the expenditure on account 
of (1) isolated workhouses and orphanages, (2) Emergency Famine Relief 
Hospitals and (3) Salaries of staff employed on relief work and contingent 
charges, is booked. A sum of Rs. 10 lakhs has been provided for isolated 
workhouses and orphanages. At present 44 isolated workhouses and 61 
orphanages are functioning. The number of people getting relief from the 
workhouses is 4,497 while the number of inmates of the orphanages is 4,540. 
The orphanages are being run purely on temporary basis as it is the accepted 
policy of Government to transfer the orphans to permanent orphanages as 
soon as they are set up. Sixty -eight permanent orphanages have been set 
up uptil now, of which eight are State and the remaining 60 are aided 
institutions. Most of the isolated workhouses were set up to house the 
destitutes affected by the famine of 1943. Turning to the medical side I 
may mention that many of the Famine Relief Emergency Hospitals set up 
after the famine of 1943 have been considerably improved and put on a 
permanent footing as part of a comprehensive plan for the provision of 
medical services in rural areas. The expenditure on this item is met from 
other budget heads. A provision of Rs. 25,0(1,000 has, however, been made 
under the head “54 — Famine” for providing 2,000 additional beds to cope 
with any emergency that may yet arise in the districts. 


To meet the cost of establishment and contingent charges a provision 
of Rs. 17,19,000 has been made. Expenditure on account of transport in 
connection with the distribution of relief supplies and the payment of the 
appropriate commission to dealers undertaking on behalf of Government 
the operation of cheap grain shops will be met from this head. 


Honourable members will have observed that the provision under the 
head “Gratuitous Relief” is more than double the actuals of 1945-46. The 
explanation lies in the additional burdens laid upon the department during 
the current year by a Succession oi events. As a general background we 
have a more difficult economic situation resulting from the contraction of 
employment and business activity associated with the war, and also natural 
calamities in various districts. 

These and other circumstances have necessitated relief measures on such 
an extended scale. Gratuitous relief is distributed in the following 
manner : — 

(i) Cash or grain doles; 

(tt) Milk and other protective foods to poor children, nursing and 
expectant mothers and ailing persons; 

(tit) Cloth, blankets, garments, chaddars, etc., to the poor; 

(tv) Free grants for house building purposes; 

(v) Free distribution of seeds and cattle fodder; 

(vt) Grants to union boards for credit to Union Board Poor Funds; and 
(vii) Grants to non-official organisations engaged on relief work. 
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A sum of Rs. 92,40,907 has been sanctioned up to 15lh September, 1940, 
for distribution as gratuitous relief in the various forms mentioned above. 
During the month of August I,8o,.>fi4 persons on an averuge were receiving 
assistance in the form of a daily dole. 

The bulk of the supplies of milk now being distributed through centres 
scuttered all over the Province are provided by this department. The Indian 
Red ( ross Society renders valuable assistance in co-operating closely in this 
scheme. Approximately 100 tons of powdered milk are distributed per 
month through 1,047 rent res serving 71.001) selected undernourished 
children and nursing mothers. 

Cp to 01st August ot the current \ear 88,000 pieces of cloth, 24,000 
blankets and chtuhhirs and 4 ), 000 children's garments have been distributed 
tree to the deserving people in the distressed areas. It is also proposed to 
distribute free, before the advent of the winter, 0, ’>0,000 pieces of cloth, 
t,8*>,000 blankets and < Inn! thus and 2,00,000 pieees of children's garments 
worth about Its. Id lakhs. 

As a measure of relief for that section of tin* population which owing to 
poverty cannot buy toodgrains at prevailing market rates, arrangements 
have been made to s**ll supplies in aeeordanre with ration scales at conces- 
sional rates through cheap glam shops. More than a thousand such shops 
are now functioning ami the huhiIkm of persons served is approximately 
">,75,000 persons. 

I p to loth Seplembei, 194b, a sum of IN. 2, do, 488 has been sanctioned 
For the purpose ot tree grants tor house building. The amount is being 
ilist i ibuted in cash or in building materials to deserving persons. It is 
proposed to distiihute another IN. 7 lakhs for the purpose during the current 
financial Near. 

One lakh maunds of paddy seeds were sanctioned for distribution free 
to the Hood -a fleeted people m Chittagong to ensure maximum possible 
cultivation aftei ihe recent Hoods Anangements were also made for free 
distribution ot stiaw m Hank ura district where, due to failure of monsoon 
last year, acute shortage of cattle fodder prevailed in certain parts of the 
ilist rict . 

ruder the Bengal Rural Poor and CnemploN ed Relief Act, poor funds 
have been established b\ union hoards to provide for immediate und urgent 
cases ot distress pending the organisation of normal relief measures. 
Government makes an initial grant of Rs. KM) to each union hoard under 
section 14 of the Act and thereafter by wav of stimulus to local charity 
contributes an amount equivalent to that contributed locally, subject to a 
limit of Rs. 1,000 per annum per union hoard. To date a total of 
Rs. 0,10,000 has been contributed by Government to these hoards. 

Very Substantial assistance, both in cash and kind, has also been 
Accorded by Government to non-official organisations engaged on relief 
work. Normally this assistance is equivalent to 50 per cent, of the total 
expenditure incurred in this work by the societies concerned. 

As lias already been stated, a provision of Rs. 45 lakhs has been made 
for carrying on test relief works. I think the House is aware that this 
relief measure is undertaken on the appearance of the first signs of distress 
in rural areas and it is generally in the form of village works consisting of 
improvement of village roads and communication, excavation of tanks and 
canals, clearance of water-hyacinth, jungle clearance, etc. 

Ijet me now, Sir, say a few words about our rehabilitation programme 
for which a provision of Its. 94 lakhs has been made in the famine budget. 
Out of this amount Rs. 44 lakhs is for Central Destitute Homes and non- 
residential work centres and the balance, viz., Rs. GO lakhs, is for permanent 
orphanages. Thirty-six Centra! Destitute Homes with a total number of 
6,413 inmates are at present functioning in different districts. In addition 
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jfco these, four new Homes are proposed to be set up in the district of Bankura 
and Nadia (two in each district) which have been badly affected owing to 
failure of crops last year. Thirty-eight non -residential work centres with 
a total number of 2,4 57 workers are also functioning. 

Sir, I may mention for the information of honourable members that the 
Belief Directorate has arranged for the setting up of a network of skeleton 
Relief Units in the Province with a view to organise effectively an intelligence 
service of rural economic conditions and to undertake immediate relief work 
when and where necessary. 

One honourable member of the Opposition has said that there should be 
no death from starvation. I can assure the House that the Relief Directorate 
always gives an all-out help whenever asked tor to save people from starva- 
tion. Relief Directorate will take note of all the valuable suggestions 
given by different honourable members, specially by Mr. M. R. Chaudhury, 
and try to implement them as far as possible. 

With these few words I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

The motion of Mr. Radha Nath Das that the demand of Rs. 2,89,(19,000 
for expenditure under the head 1 *54— Famine” be reduced by Rs. 100, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman that a sum of 
Rs. 2,89,09,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine** 
was then put and agreed to. 

83— Extraordinary charges in India. 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. {1,75,77,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “(id— Extra- 
ordinary charges in India”. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI : Sir. 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Ms. 9,75,77,000 for expenditure under the head “03 — Extra- 
ordinary charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 100. The reason for moving 
the motion is to raise a discussion about inadequacy and the unsatisfactory 
system of distribution of yurn for fishermen and weavers. 

Mr. RAJANI KANTA PRAMANIK: Sir, I bt»g to move that the demand 
of Rs. 9,75,77,000 for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary 
charges in India” be reduced bv Rs. 100. The reason for moving the 
motion is to raise a discussion about the inefficiency, bribery, nepotism, 
corruption and failure of the Civil Supply Department and the misery 
caused by it to the people of Bengal, and the desirability of and need for 
its abolition. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, l beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 9,75,77,000 for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary 
charges in India” he reduced by Rs. 100. The reason for moving the 
motion i,s to raise a discussion about the failure of the Government policy 
in regard to procurement and distribution of rice. 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 9,75,77,000 for expenditure under the head “03 — Extraordinary charges 
in India” be reduced by 1U. 100. The reason for moving the motion is to 
raise a discussion about the formation of the Food Committees. 

Mr. BKMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the cut motion 
that I have moved relates to the rice procurement and distribution policy 
of Government. When at the beginning ot this session we moved an 
adjournment motion on the food situation, we gave a warning to Government 
jthat the food situation in Bengal was likely to deteriorate in the ooming 
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months. At that time. Sir, Government did not pay sufficient heed to our 
warning, and as a result what has happened ? Sir, just within a month 
and a half it has been proved that our warning has come true. What is the 
situation today? At that time we urged that unless adequate steps were 
taken to counteract the dangerous situation, prices would soon go up higher 
and higher and unless there were sufficient imports there would occur 
shortages which might in some places at least lead to severe famine. Now, 
Sir, at that time the Hon’blc Thief Minister in a Press Conference held on 
the 2nd July, 1946, stated that nrices were not, after all, high in the district* 
of Bengal, andjie gave the following figures : He stated that Government 
had purchased 7.) ,000 maunds ot rice from Burdwan at prices ranging from 
Rs. 11-4 to Its. l->-8, the latter price being for the finer variety of rice; 

60.000 maunds of rice from Birhhum at prices from Its. 11 to Rs. 11-4; 

55.000 maunds of rice from Dmajpur at Its. 10-8 ami so on. Now, Sir! 
what is the situation at the present moment. At a Press Conference held 
on the 28rd September, i.<\, the day before yesterday, Mr. S. N. Ray, the 
Additional Food Commissioner, revealed the following facts: During the 
week ending September 18, there was a rise in the prices. The average retail 
price on September 18, was Its. 14-10 per maund in surplus districts, 
Its. 14-9 in the self-sufficient districts, and Hs. 19-5 in deficit districts. The 
Provincial average rose from Its. 1 • »-8 to Its. 10-8 per maund. He also stated 
that in Munikganj, Jumalpoie, Netrokomi, Bakarganj (North), Nilphanmn, 
Tangail, Narayangunj, Brahmanharia, Fnridpur, Tippera (North), Tippera 
(South), Chandpur, Feni, Munshiganj, (ioalundo and Noakhali prices 
varied between Rs. 21 and Its. 80 per maund. Now, Sir, that is the situa- 
tion in the motussil districts today. There are several other mutters which 
should also be taken into consideration. Since July last there has taken 
place in Bengal a number of calamities that has severely affected the food 
situation. It has been admitted on all hands that the oi/,i crop in Bengal 
has been damaged very serioush in certain places. 

Sir, next comes the flood menace. Flood has caused much damage to 
agricultural land which are under water and crops have also been damaged 
by floods. 1 his certainly has a fleeted the food position in Bengal. It has 
not been contradicted b\ Government that there has taken place another 
suicide at Netrokomi in the last week. And, Sir, what about imports? 
At that time we said that unless there were sufficient impoits the food posi- 
tion was bound to deteriorate. Wo do not know if the Government of 
Bengal have been able to se<u»o Miflioient imports from abroad. 

Sir, the recent cut in the ration-quota in Calcutta proves be\ond doubt 
that the situation is deteriorating and is likely to deteriorate further if 
sufficient steps are not taken even at the present moment. It is well known 
that when the rationing started the inuximum amount of rice which could 
he drawn by an adult per week was 4 seers. Then it was reduced to 2 seers 
10 chittaks. Now beeausP Government have not enough stocks it has been 
further reduced, and reduced to an absurdh small amount, namely, to 1 
seer 8 poas per week per adult. I need not make any comment on this 
point except to quote from the* Report of the Famine Commission itself 
which in its second part stated that the composition of balanced diet might 
be something like the following: — 


Cereals . . 

Pulses . . 

Green vegetables 
Root vegetables 
Other vegetables 
Fruit 
Milk 

Sugar and jaggery 


14 o*. 


8 

4 


J f 


8 

8 


8 

10 

10 


M 

ft 



m 


DEMAND FOB GRANTS . 


[25th Sept., 


Vegetable oil or ghee ... ... ... 2 oz. 

Fifth or meat ... ... ... ... 3 ,, 

Egg ... ... ... 1 

In the present context this seems to be a cruel irony that the Famine Com- 
mission have recommended such a princely diet for those who are not even 
getting the absolute minimum to keep their body and soul together. Well, 
Sir, if you look at the chart .of ration that was submitted to the Council of 
State by the then Food Member to the (fovernment ot India, you will find 
that the scale of food rationed is not the same in all the important towns 
in India. If you compare the scale of rations in Bombay, in Delhi, in the 
eastern towns of the Cnited Provinces and other places, you will find that 
the scale of ration in existence in Calcutta compares almost in all cases 
unfavourably with the scale of rations that are in existence elsewhere. I 
will give one or two instances. At first the maximum amount of rice allow- 
ed in Calcutta was f> lbs. That was in 1944. The situation has deteriorated 
considerably since then. At that time at Shillong the maximum rice ration 
given was ii lbs., Cuttack -V4 lbs., Sind 8 lbs., F. P. 5-4 lbs. wheat and 
,V4 lbs, rice. Even in the North-West Frontier Province, in Peshawar, the 
total rice ration allowed per week was 8 lbs. This proves. Sir, that the 
Culcutta administration compares most unfavourably with most ol the other 
towns now put on ration in India. I would not sav more on this point 
except to state that the mal-admimstration, bungling, corruption and 
inefficiency for which the Bengal (iovernment has been famous, or should 
1 say notorious, are again proved by the figures given above. 

Sir, the time at my disposal is short and l would refer briefly to one or 
two points regarding procurement and distribution. When we moved the 
adjournment motion we recommended that this ssstem ot chief agents 
should at once be abolished and some sort ot monopoly procurement, as 
recommended b\ the Famine Enquiry Commission, should he ensured under 
a real popular (iovernment. Sir, unlortunuteU that svstem ot chief agents 
is still now in existence and with well known results. 

Then about distribution: the distinction between A, B and C classes 
of rice still exists and it is well known that this causes immense hardship 
on those who are said to have sufficient resources hut in reality are on 
starvation. These points have been urged on (iovernment times without 
number but, as is usual wit It (iovernment, the % \ have turned a deaf ear to 
this demand of the people of Bengal, irrespective ot caste, creed and 
community. We know that this (iovernment and its predecessor was 
responsible for 50 lakhs of deaths ot the famine year, and I can say without 
any fear of contradiction that (iovernment has not yet given up that policy 
of slowly starving the people of Bengal to death irrespective of caste, creed 
and community. I may conclude my speech, Sir, with a warning to Govern- 
ment that the time will soon come when the commoti j>eople, irrespective 
of caste, creed and community will rise in revolt against this slow grinding 
and slow' death and their leaders will then realise that this thing cannot 
continue forever. 

Mr, RAJ AN I KANTA PRAMANIK* Sir, the Civil Supplies Depart- 
ment has done ull harm and no good to the people. Its record is one of 
notorious instances of corruption, bribery, dishonesty and all sorts of 
conceivable vices. Its inefficiency is too glaring to need mention. It has 
failed to do one siugle acUof service to the people and it lias failed to serve 
the people in any manner whatsoever. On the contrary it has injured the 
interests of the public in all possible ways. Sir, its inefficiency has under- 
mined the efficiency, if any, of other departments. It has set too bad an 
example to the people. Sir, its corrupt nature is a menace to public 
morality. The story of scandals associated with the working of this 
department is too well known to need mention. Sir ? no popular Govern- 
ment will ever suffer the existence of a department like this. The first and 
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the foremost duty of this Government, if they ever cared for public interest, 
would have been to abolish this Department. But, broad public interests 
never weigh with the type of Government we suffer from. That is why the 
Government encourage this department and never think of even reforming 
it, far from abolishing it, which fa the popular demand. Sir, this depart- 
ment is a dread to the people. They feel acutely the existence ot this 
department because it causes them inconvenience in diverse wavs. If any 
department is run with t lie motto of disservice to the people, it is this 
department. Sir, the sooner it is abolished, the better. Its abolition will 
bring a reduction of the total expenditure by six crores of rupees. The 

S eople to that extent will he exempted from taxation. This is the universal 
einand of the Province. Even members belonging to the Ministerial Party 
have censured the department in strong terms. This is sufficient proof of 
the real character of the department which should he abolished at once to 
satisfy a popular demand. 

Sir, with these words I commend my motion for "the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL : Mr. Speaker, Sir. firm tpw mmm 
fa rn?, fa cwntfa*, fa fafa, fawtfo, vm **ft**r*i Food Committee m* 4* 

committee *ft rtfltf » *** ^ *tfa ft. ***** *** 

wmi ?T*t? =n i fa* 4t? dfa c? ftift <yt-r* yt? 4?; ttfam 4?; wt^tti 

Food Committee* I *5TT3 Governments? m offiocr?i *\vat , faf WTtCff 
<70* 3 *Tt$ i 4* Food Committee? 4W*i wtffa wtt? <tt* v??rt? fa^ftfira vc? SflTSi 
fa^ffaj *?r? rr & c?, orr* ?ifa 

ent oft* wrorfn fjfa 5T*ott? *ft$ fa *n 4*r«? c»??t? uvfri 5*tn ft:* i 
?i *<} m, officer?!* fat*t»? mrz oft* fat? 4W*i committee *0* 

^ fa^fa* ?r? r* ?!?, «? $? fa^ ft i* *i . d*frt? fcf? 4?^ black- 

marketing rs **i faf rrs *ftc? ??* tff? fto* I *Tr*i cRd? ftft* fa^ fa? Oft* 
4 t*?Tt? wtii (W .5 fat? ?t? *tfa i 4*ttw f*of tFi ?i *??T? ?t**i Governments? c*t* 
?r? *n i fa? ?t? 'stt^i ?wi«*?t*f? ?T?i c? '-tfti rt?fa*. 

fa^f fR**? TMl **ftl Oi WT*? Vt?C5 <71* «R?tC? ’51 0** ??fa It? *1?? O r ftZ 

•n i ?u*i c*t"T? Assembly faj R?fo* ?i ?tw? • ■*TTwtc w * c?faJfat?? District 
Board 4? 3 v?fa c?rc, 5T3 wt??i wtfa si i *?TT?i District Board 4 3 fatfrc? *r?fa I ' 4 * 
wf-wi Govemment4? 4**i fafi*T firmt? d?fa c?. 4W?t? ?t? ’few wi *c? m Ttr* osr$ 
facs »n i 4 * Food Committees c?T< rv ( 71 *w^t *«i vm W** 

w*Pi *?i ?fa ?tr* tSTr’TT ?T?i Secretary fa?i President rs» ir^i (.ft*:* *!!& ▼??!?, 

favi WT*??rfa* W?t?,fal! 3!? <7to *^T c?*l oKotrt <5*1 I fa? <71*1 

30 ?f*t? $t?1 (71611 wl? officerc* ?? (7T3?tfl **** f B t? ^ ^ 

cf*tr5 ftr* i ^ 4 * 1*1 vw* cOt? cm c?, ft* Frwr? *zm *vnv, seize vt* i 

C?*l *rpr* 0 T 3?1 ert*, C*? C? 5t? C*T3i *T?*f <7^* I ^ W HSU <?. station 4W 
X)I^ ft* *T*T? *!^ 6 m v ?rn ?<? ^ *t<f I officer?! To, ControlW?l *C1CN, 
district controller?! ffrrci ; c*^ ^T?i <7!*i fat? 4t? far®**? *T? si wtm T Ui < 1tfa 
*1 I c?*tw ??? fat* WT *1 ?t? C?, ?r?i * 1 *^ eft* ^Itsfa 1 *fal*C!5 ?fa 

^ffSlTC?? C&3* eft* fa^fffa^ rt? t*T* ?t? 4* C? ?!?!?? C*T* fafa Wft, **** 

?n— black market 4 R* ?!?— 4 ?1 r?i 4?^ ?m ®t?l ?t? W CftS V* 

JlfCf p*¥, W?"K OTT? C*t*l Wott? R* ?!ON ft* 3t?l ?!?!?? t*tt*^ C? *«!? *fatSt’! ^ 
W??l? C*m Crtl *t? ?n *Tfa vtfa.~*Tfa 4**i C¥R Bank 4? ft* connected-rtt? 
4*$1 f?3 4t*l C? 3^51 COT11 fafa **05 ftft* ft 1 faffa* ?t? ?*? 4* C?, IrO.OOOs 
*T*T? 3jj5i wl*tW ?Tt<l 1 4 CSR ?’t*l ? 4 "R? ?fWW 1 ^ W 1 
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4 * m iffrf irrt & committees firtftiFi wwi i wfft Mr. Speaker KWai 
through ftnf ^sti Governments srptfre 5tfa$ of, #n 4* ^p*ftw 

frfw&l TFT?1 5fT5 C*t1? wT-^sm? «t¥ 4$ 4H cwfm fafa, CTOtfa?, 

*pt$ tr?^5 ^ quota ’ft? ^ fTCW TO^T 3t7T*r of? 75 1 4*fo fafa? <S<tTo *!t* 
C7, black market4 *n:«f£ ftfa 4?t *fTsn m quota? f^3? W$, fafa 

?! i cfWi (W black market vzv 5fr&S ? officer ?tTO, Inspector inspect *T3f? 
5RT ?nr^, Preventive Officer ^ts— *pra S5 department fa? ??i ^rts, 
black market4 o?f? fa fas ?i *trstn 5t? ? c*r? 4?fo fsrfaw *TfC55? ?i black markets 
m> W ’ttFR I Government4? Control Order w fafav ?fa control ?rc? «tts ^5t7S 
$t? Of sfa 75, ^rfr Ti XL # *tr 5 \ Cov^rnmcnM^ 5^! officers ■stpra w?j$ 4? black 
market wm I 4^1 W 5$ Cs, vft 5%‘tl? C? oh falTCF? 43 Stff 1*71 VC?, fal 
<3ifci representation n van $fcs i C5? fsfa far<&?! *r*?. fasts callous 7t? ?t 

Itmi -rsu'i 3»o «R c*Tts? Wt7tc<? at? a committee? $-*? oi committee ’it5t? < T5rt? 

fa 7 / ffaj 7 55! $fbi i 

Mr. MUDA8SIR H088AIN: Mr. Spt •uker, Sir, I urge upon the House 
that the demand be voted without a single dissentient voice. I have 
already informed that wo must carry on the King’s administration. We 
have taken the oath of allegiance to His Majesty that we shall be loyal and 
we have further taken the oath that we must carry on our duties effectively. 
So, it is our business, so far as this House is constituted, to run the King’s 
administration. (Cries of “Hear", “heaT’ from Opposition benches.) 
Anyway, if you say t hut we should not run the King's administration, you 
are a traitor, you will commit breach of faith and oath which you have 
taken. Therefore, 1 say that when this amount is necessary to carry on the 
administration properly and effectively, we have no other alternative but 
to vote for this amount. Of course, you have complained that the Police 
is corrupt, the staff of the Civil Supplies Department are cm nipt and so 
the administration is not going on well and therefore the demand should be 
thrown out. 

Well, 1 beg to enquire, Mr. Speaker, who are these prisons who are 
corrupt. So tar as the Police is concerned, your sons, your sons-in-law’, your 
nephews and all your relatives are on the Police staff. So far as the Civil 
Supplies Department is concerned, you are carrying on the administration 
of the Civil Supplies Department. It is again your sons, \our nephew's or 
sons-in-law. (Laughter.) Take a census of the number of people who are 
engaged in the administration of the Police Department and of those who 
are engaged in the administration of the Civil Supplies Department. You 
will find that the vast majority of these persons are your sons (laughter), 
I mean the sons of the Opposition members and their sons-in-law and 
nephews. (Renewed laughter.) Money which is raised by corruption goes 
to the pocket of these gentlemen. (Laughter.) You may laugh but this 
is the bare truth. Of course, if it is derisive laughter, 1 quite resent it. 
If it is mirthful laughter, I welcome it. 

Therefore, whom do you like to dismiss? Will you dismiss your sons, 
your sona-in-law and your nephews? Who educated them 1 It is you who 
educated them. It is you who trained them.* They are the brilliant products 
of the Calcutta Cniversity*. It is they who educated them. Y"ou are 
responsible for their corruption. It is not the responsibility of the Govern- 
ment. In order to carry on effectively the administration, they must take 
some people or other. If all your people are inefficient, oorrupt and bribe- 
takers, what can be done? 

Mr. 8PEAK1R: Your time is up. Please resume your seat. 

Mr. MUDA88IR H088AIM: One word. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: All right, one word. 

Mr. MUDA88IR H088AIN. I am stating kre facts. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Please he true to your word. You have said you will 
utter one word only. 

Mr. MUDA88IR H08SAIN: Sir, one word is illustrative and not 
exhaustive. (Laughter.) 

Mr. H. R. NORTON* Mr. Speaker, Sir. Before my party votes on 
demand for Civil Supplies, there are several points that require clarifying 
when the Hon'ble Minister replies to this demand. 

Announcements from the Centre about two weeks ago indicated that 
controls over essential commodities would consist only of .steel, iron, coal, 
foodstuffs, cotton and woollen textiles. 

The Bengal Government, it appears to me, wants the continuance of all 
war-time controls including tin* Hoarding and Profiteering Prevention 
Ordinance and the Consumei Good* (Control of Distribution) Order. These 
last two measures have hitherto stifled trade along with import restrictions. 

Import restrictions having been considerably relaxed, there is now u 
considerable How ot consumer goods part iculark from the Cnited Kingdom 
and the need to perpetuate wui-tune controls is no longer justified. With 
free trade and larger impoits, there will be plentiful supplies and prices 
will adjust themselves in tin* natural course ot trade competition. 

Rigid control offers no solution to the economic problem of trade and 
those engaged in trade would consequently not only reuse to exist but also 
cease to provide a market foi the manufacturer and be a source of revenue 
to the Indian exchequer. 

I should like to hear a statement of the Double Minister's intentions 
with regard to continuing the controls over drugs and consumer goods after 
the 30th September So tar as dings aie concerned, the uncertainty of the 
position is already leading to withdrawal of supplies from the market ami 
blackniarket operations. 

Notice has been given b\ the Hon'ble Minister-in-charge ol Finance and 
Health and Local Selt-Goveninient ot two resolutions under section 103 of 
the Government of India Act requesting tin* continuation of the existing 
controls over drugs and consumer goods by an Art of the Central Legis- 
lature. The list of controlled articles includes articles of importance to the 
ordinary consumer. 

The resolution, relating to drugs was actually moved by the Hon’ble 
Minister, but owing to protests from members of his own party, its considera- 
tion was postponed. We are now left in doubt ns to how Government’ 
propose to continue the controls. Will the Hon'ble Minister also please 
explain the position with regard to the continuation of the Control Order# 
over food and cloth such as the Bengal Rationing Order, the Food grains 
Control Order and the Cotton, (loth and Yarn Control Order, all of which 
were promulgated under the Defence of India Buies? Is it correct that all 
these Control Orders will be continued by Central Legislation under the 
recent amendment of the Government of India Act, or is it the case that 
some of the controls will have to be continued bv Provincial Legislation? 

The Hon’ble Minister in his reply will no doubt review the food jjosition 
and give us some indication of his future policy. This, we think, is over- 
due. We would in particular like to hear his policy with regard to con- 
trolling the retail prices of rice. During 1946 there have been considerable 
fluctuations in retail rice prices causing hardship to the consumer. There 
has been a slight deejine recently, but the average retail price still remains 
much too high for poor, and even middle-class consumers. According to a 
recent official statement, in many places the price varies from Rs. 16 to 



DEMAND FOE GRANTS. 


[25th Sept., 


E». 18 per maund ami in some places it is as high as Rs. 20 or even Rs. 25 
per maund. How does the Hon’ble Minister propose to reduce this price 
level? His only weapon of control is apparently the stocks procured by 
Government, and, it is obvious that this year Government procurement has 
not been adequate. What are the Hon'ble Minister’s proposals to ensure 
a more adequate procurement in future? 

The Hon ’hie Mininte r has been in office for nearly five months, but we 
have not yet heard from him any public statement on the food position or 
any public indication of his policy. Press Conferences have, we notice, 
been presided over by officials of the Department. There was a proposal to 
form a non-official Food Advisory Council, but this appears to have been 
allowed to go to sleep. 

An official circular signed hy the Secretary of the department was, we 
know, addressed to political parties and other organisations, hut there the 
matter seems to have been til lowed to rest. Public co-operation and public 
confidence are essential for a successful food policy, and we feel sure that 
the Hon’ble Minister could obtain this public co-operation if he would him- 
self take up the matter a little more vigorously. 

To stop black-marketing, the local Government should press for the 
abolition of the restriction on imports so that there can he a plentiful supply 
of consumer goods at controlled prices. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARY: Mr Speaker. Sir. as the 
time is extremely short I shall confine myself to distribution of yarn. 
Without going into the details of the system of distribution of yarn that has 
been adopted and encouraged b\ the department concerned, it may be said 
here that the prevailing system is not at all inseparable from corruption 
that has already vitiated the economic and social lift* of tins unhappy 
Province. Before I level m\ criticism against this system, I like to place 
before this House the method that lias been adopted by the Government to 
distribute yarn amongst the unfortunate poor weavers and fishermen. T 
can inform the House that the weavers and fishermen never get their \arn 
either direct from the mills or through the normal trade channel. The yarn 
has to pass through mane intermediary stages before it reaches the actual 
weuvers and fishermen. From the mills the \arn goes to the quota-holders; 
from the quota-holders to the wholesalers; fiom the wholesalers to the 
handling agent; from the handling agent to the subdivisional wholesalers; 
from the subdivisional wholesalers to the subdivisional retailers; and from 
the retailers to the actual weavers and fishermen. 

Sir, we, therefore, find that the yarn has to pass through as many as six 
successive agencies before it reaches actual weavers and fishermen. This 
system did not in the least facilitate the distribution rather the distribution 
is deluded and misdirected to the black market in spite of this hierarchy 
of distributing factors. Further, this system pushed up the prices of yarn 
and consequently the cost of production ot hand-loom clothes and fishing 
nets becomes much higher. I am mentioning here the rate of commission 
which is allowed to these different factors of distribution and it will prove 
the fact that 1 have just mentioned. 

Sir, over and above the ex-mill rate the quota-holder gets *U per rent.; 
the wholesaler 7 per cent. ; the handling agent JU per cent.; the subdivisional 
wholesaler 1 per cent, and the subdivisional retailer 3 per cent. Over and 
above this percentage the Subdivisional Controller of Textile and Yarn 
has a discretion to allow another 2 per cent, to the subdivisional whole- 
salers and retailers. It therefore comes to this that the actual weavers or 
fishermen have to purchase yarn at a rate of 20 per cent, higher than the 
ex -mill rate. 

Sir, now let us examine the functions of these intermediaries. Mills 
produce yam. The quota-holders have practically no function but they 
must earn 9 per mint, though they are aWlutely idle in the process of 
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production. Then the wholesalers pet 7 per cent, for storage of yarn from 
file mills. Then comes the handling agent, Rai Bahadur R. P. Saha, whose 
only function is to ring up to the wholesalers to book the quantities of yam 
to the different subdivisions as per allotment by the Director of Yarn and 
the Director of Fisheries. If the provincial quota is (i,000 hales per month, 
this gentleman is getting Rs. 90,000 per month without investing a single 
farthing. The subdivisions! 1 wholesalers are to pay the amount required 
against railway receipts. They really invest money and earn their one per 
cent. The actual distribution is really made by the subdivision^ retailers. 

Sir, in fact, these intermediaries have been created only to camouflage 
nepotism, which has become the main characteristic of this Ministry. The 
interest of the favourites of the Council ot Ministers is served by the method 
and not the interest of the poor weavers ami fishermen who are at present 
on the verge of extinction. Sir, in my humble opinion, all these inter- 
mediaries should he eliminated here and now and an easier method should 
he adopted so that the weavers and the fishermen get the yarn promptly end 
at a much lower rate. 

Sir, regarding the despatch of monthly quota I must point out that even 
the quota of yarn for June and July has not reached many districts of this 
province though today is the 2’>th of September. This, Sir, is a criminal 
negligence on the part of the department concerned. There is not a hank 
of yarn available at present in many districts and the pool weavers and 
fishermen have already been thrown out of employment. They are starving 
and their extinction is a certainty if immediate arrangement he not made 
for the supply of yarn. 

Sir, I very much doubt it the Government have any idea regarding the 
needs of the weavers and fishermen of this province. Is the Government 
aware about the crying needs of the weavers and fishermen for yarn P I» 
the Government aware that there is extreme dearth of yarn in this Province P 
Do the Government know that at present the total monthly requirement 
of a weaver for yarn for keeping a loom going n 2t lhs. and the weaver is 
getting only H lhs. per month, that is. exery weave? is aide to keep his loom 
active only for 10 days in a month and he is to sit idle for the remaining 
20 days ? I know that a scheme for establishing a spinning mill was sub- 
mitted to the Government so that yarn may he available at a cheaper rate 
and in greater quantity for the development of the hundloom industry. But 
this proposal was turned down by the Government on the advice of the 
Textile Adviser on the ground that there is no dearth of yarn in this 
Province, and if necessary, yarn may he procured from Botnbax . But every 
one knows that there is dearth of yarn and Bombay yarn will never reach 
Calcutta. In this respect H may he safely concluded that the Government 
cannot he exonerated from the responsibility of shelving the real issue, and 
thereby bringing misery to the weavers and fishermen, and suffering to the* 
people in general. 

Sir, with these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. AHAMMAO ALI MIR : fprfh -Own verm, sftc? Civil Supplies Depart* 
ments? vfvtwsi. wtfrswsi <ro* vurff ; farm m vmi totoOkcv* c*w» 

WHPgV WPfPW ftffefepR deficit area TO i wwun ’ivt* wwfrt* surplus 

district srk s*i wtrofs »pf a <hrti wff cv, wmi Surplus Districts ft* wft i 
TOTOW TOC51 ftfll cf, TOffi wm*^ Surplus Sub. Divisions ft* wfa, wssf TOftCTO 5t$*- 
fttro w*tf or* i fv% V3V3 wtft wtf*, s* Supply Department ifln c* nn fiw wi 

TOTOf 31 Wtc^t *CftfV4+ TO | TOTOfa* C**ff TO 5t$* $ St* ffl* ▼*! ffClff*, 3 C*f*fWf3 
Sf? *3*'Cf«* C*t5t$*ff* ¥fl fCVff*, fWl C»*l C*C*1 C*«f* faf&f Cl* C**C* 

Rtf TOsmfe $fr« trci ft r* s*r stt to* totoi s* c* ; Wt*i ft* «r* ft* tm i< t toi ftf i 
MR OTOt* TO*f If *ff CTO* TO*ff Cf , M$C*f *1f Rjft *t¥l f« Vtftf I S*f 
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*ttfw <?, 5 tow to wi: cros fefil fcrro i TO sto? wsft? TO? fe- 
mfa &TO TOf i wfft cro? wfTOPp ?ffefOT?s TOT ?! I whole districts 
TO i sr* ?*, -4?? tot c?, cr? cro gtcro ^ Ftft tor ?? Tf? 
wrotfu **. w c ?i to tot c*^ to? Ff? tots tot; fa? w gftro cT? 
fcfa tots ms to, ft? *n^n ntm ?ii tot 4$ *m ft%R5i ^5TO 

Tfa «R!OT ?f^fT* RfaTOr? WTO toR f%f? cut? 4 ?; Supply TO 5 f§TO3 
??c? c’fns tos 3R *rer tor i in ?f? ?i toc3 to?? toc? wrf? wt ct, 4$ 
Department cr? CTO wrsr ?cfs sn i 4 * Department TOT? « cTO ?T 3 
?tfr, it; wfi$ vw i tog ? 5 t?ri *rsfro 4 $ Supply Department ?r irnrfa? ssfro TOT 
TOirro ts cirs TOrc TOnro, TOro w&zi vmrz Swi to? jttji ?i i fai orfr? cTOf 

4 $ Supply Department 4t?n? c’rtrfar cTOf tor*? ?:?-frr?T, ?TO c*rT f?m?i 

TO TOm ortcs a rfn qyro toto rr$ i tot? ?’r? ?f?i to to, fa? 3 T? cfhtg 

worst Ct? i Supply Department, ?tf? 4$?vn TO TO ??c?i <?, Supply Department 4 

4 CTO tfTO ?TO faTO tt\ 

totcto? ftfafct*, to?i wrofaTOtfT TOTOtfR? ?t:?rtT •& TO? ?«ra nmrr Tfrfa, 3tcro 
^TFtro 4c?fe i tomi ?K?tt ? r-far Ftft-wcro ctoto. trfafafa ns 4 to? 4t?fa toi to?? to 
ton nrRm 4 ws rra to? ?i 1 to tokto to>t criTOftc? ??? tjro ?rrmi fa? ^frslr^ 
?cn 1 wtfa TO?r* tfTO-TOT?:?' ftfa fTO %?t cnTOrm ?fnTOTcw 

totti 4n: ^n n«r<-Mvt ntrs cnen ^r<, nr?cw ts ^TK'i ?rcn a to ^ 

1 TOn ?t^ RfntTrnr TOnrn 3 R 1 n?^T vr4^5r:cm or* 4* m * FT^? 
cv? c>tTOr? TOr cttto c^T? '/'tlstScw np? to nr ; to FtvT Rn c?c? torts n'^ryn 
+rfcs Tcm 1 toh Fnft crw c?tos, ft^t ni $?r? to«tits ^tr^; TOrni m 1 TO Fnftr? 
iTFtt^ nen 1 T^t: FTfTcnf 4rFTc^5 R?, t[TO ^^nr sren. tot c**T ftS? 4 C?, 

4cw torj tot 1 Ttfn wrfn Ft’^R-fTOTf^T nTf’ficn fi**n n>r?nTrw oMfsrfM ?rn (’ommunal 

Ratio R r i 1 ?TRTO^ TO 4 ? Communal Ratio Rule, Civil Supplies I)e})artment4 
TOT f* ?i ? nf*r ?i «(Trf TO’c? wrfn nmntn tot-tR TOtni nrc3 c^ttot n^n # « 

TO^t-ro rt^f? Communal Ratio ltule4C5 fnw? W, TO TOT1 *TO 1 4t»i n^R? ^TSr^TCW 

TO£?9fa ctoto bin'^T tTO cvr-f, m ?*TTotm cw^r ?rn cvm, tor IVf ^Rm to i 

cn^RT ?tf? RRirtn ntvf^nc^ sR-'Ttf nrn '^f tf*J toRto cn. Supply Depart men t4 T 3 «f? 
cwpr (fvn s^n?*fM) RV^T c’fcnc?. prom(»tion c*ftRS s TO-af? c?tnT? degrade tott; 
Rft »:c?n fro to fvntn 4 TO 9 Mnr® c^tto ni 1 TO ?mr< cm fncro cn, tottcw 

orrfn toh cTO tojt Ten toto? RRTO tow ntn 4n; f%f? far* fro 

Rfr Ten evnm utro T«n nR tft sr TOc? to tffFTOf tto i fn«m tot, f^f? *n tor, 
ftrtw TO 1 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, despite my being a 
member oi the Government Party I am often confronted with the peculiar 
situation of having to offer severe criticism of the actions of the various 
departments. 1 will sneak a few words about this department. Because 
there is so little in its favour and so much against it that I will try to give 
a full picture to this House of the working of the procurement and distri- 
bution system of the Civil Supplies Department. I want to draw the atten- 
tion of the House to mal-distribution of the Civil Supplies Department. X 
need not go into the details of every item. I will just give only one instance 
which will show how the mal-distribution and the procurement system of 
the Civil Supplies Department is sapping the vitality of the Bengalis, and 
how it is becoming a growing menaoe. Take the case of mustard oil. 
Mustard oil that i| being catered all over the Province can hardly be 
characterised, as mustard oil; it is everything minus mustard. Khulna is 
the worst sufferer. A certain officer has characterised Khulna as surplus 
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district .with regard to mustard oil. For such a beautiful thesis he ought 
to be given a Doctorate. Khulna is a district where even two hundred 
maunds of mustard oil is not produced throughout the year. 

Now as regards the system of distribution, in the liiofussil there are retail 
dealers who are mostly selected by Food Committees. You will find that 
in riverine districts the retail dealers come to headquarters by boats from n 
distance of 20 to 00 miles. You will agiee with me that if the same system 
of rate is applied to a man coming from a distance of about 50 miles by 
boat and to a man coming from a distance of five miles by motor car. it is 
bound to lead to blackmarketing, because the motussil dealer immediately 
on drawing his quota will sell a quantity ot the mustard oil in the town at 
blackmarket rate in order to save his own skin. Mofus.sil dealer at the end 
of bis quota hardly earns Rs. 411 to Rs. 50. Hut he has got to spend a lot 
by way of conveyance charge*, hotel charge* and bribes to the Civil Supplies 
officers. These people are harassed by the Civil Supplies officers and nothing 
less than Rs. 10 to Rs. 50 lias to be given to tin* staff of the Civil Supplies 
Department each time they have to come to the Civil Supplies office. 
Naturally these people will stoop low and and will take recourse to black- 
marketing endangering the well-being of the community or the society as 
a whole. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the food committees, they arc an irresponsible 
body with no consolidated method of work and no system loi supervising 
their working. Once in a blue moon these food committees were created, 
and no attempt lias since been made to ovcilmul oi re-elect these bodies. 
When they first came info existence people were not quite conscious that 
these committees will exercise kih h a tremendous influence on our very 
existence, but as days are pushing, these committees aie assuming a verv 
great responsible position. We are utterly surprised to find that up till 
now no mention lias been made as to when these committees are going to 
be reconstituted or improved upon with a view to driving out the interested 
caucus and improving the tood position in the towns and villages in the 
interest of the common people. 

• As regards the mtcgnt\ ot the department and its intention to remove 
corruption, we have been doing oui utmost fiv ventilating our points to the 
best of our abiliU, but the department refuses to listen to our advice anil 
refuses to take any active sieps suggested by us. Whenever glaring 
instances of corruption and hriheiy were brought to the notice of the depart- 
ment several months ago, nothing was done. About 1 ,-‘{(10 maunds of rice 
was sold by the District ( nntiollei ot Khulna as deteriorating rice. It was 
sold to a relation of the District Controller at a icdueed rate who had not 
bad any bona fide licence. Hut when they were on the transit, the District 
Magistrate seized this entire stock of 1.400 maunds, and he refused to give 
a permit for its being sent out elsewhere. The District Magistrate sold this 
very T rice at Rs. 12-12. that is, at the controlled rate. So it is evidently 
true that the officer who hail pronounced the stock to be deteriorating and 
sold it in auction which was surely a private auction as Rs. 6-4 per muii fid, 
definitely cheated Government to the extent of the difference between 
Rr. 12-12 and Rs. 6-4 a maund for a quantity oi 1 ,400 maunds. Hut the 
department did not bring the man to book and take Midi steps as will dis- 
courage officers in u similar position to do *o, My friends over there think 
that control order" should now be withdrawn, but let me utter a word of 
warning to the Minister of the f’ivil Supplies Department that decontrol 
of things like cement and eoi ruga ted tin of which the demand is much 
more than their supply will spell disaster to the poorer sections of the 
people. If a certain article is all on a sudden decontrolled, and if the 
demand is much more than its supply, then the entire quantity will go 
to the blackmarket J ike cement and corrugated tin jityt at present. So, 
as regards the decontrolling of any article, stress must first be given on 
sufficient quantity of the article being available. 
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The Hoil’blt Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Government’** 
Procurement Policy is to purchase as much as possible of the marketable 
surplus. The total produce of the Province mav be in the region of nine 
million tons, ft would be a physical impossibility for Government to take 
possession of the whole quantity and redistribute it equitably. It can be 
roughly calculated that a very large proportion, perhaps as much as four 
million tons, has to change hands in order that the wdiole population may 
be fed. Government does not possess the administrative machinery for 
bundling even that portion of the total and the present policy is to rely 
on private trade to redistribute the bulk of it while Government itself sets 
out to get possession of the balauey which may amount to anything from 
(>00,000 to a million tons according to the crop results of the year. This 
quantity, together with some assistance from outside the Province is 
expected to enable Government to control the market by making supplies 
to those whose requirements would otherwise be a big drain on the open 
market, and to make distribution in deficit areas which may temporarily 
run short before private trade can come to the rescue and in overall rationed 
areas. By this control of the market it is expected that prices can be kept 
at a reasonable level and private trade cun continue to satisfy the needs of 
the majority of the people. 

The present policy is to persuade holders to sell surplus stocks voluntarily 
to Government. The advantage is that so long as the* have sufficient 
incentive to do the* play an important part b\ themselves moving stocks 
from the interior towards rail heads, and Government is largely relieved 
of what won hi otherwise be a ven seinin'* problem, viz., to set up an 
adequate organisation for fetching stocks from the cultivators’ doorstep. If 
such an organisation were attempted and were not perfected, there would 
be a real danger that procurement would be slower, and the total quantities 
procured less, than under the present voluntary svsteni. 

Although sales to Government are at present said to be on a voluntary 
basis, certain measures have been adopted as aids to procurement which 
have an indirect),* coercive effect. The most important ot these are— 

{(t) The Bengal Bice Mills Control Order which requires Bice Mills to 
sell their products mil* to Government. 

(M The Bengal Food Grains ('ontrol Order, 1945, which is designed to 
keep the administration informed of the activities of dealers, large producers 
ami carriers and of the quantity and whereabouts of stocks held In them 
and to enable Government to control any activities which might reduce its 
own procurement prospects. 

(r) The Embargo Order forbidding export of rice and paddy from poten- 
tial procurement areas. This order is designed to limit export from areas 
believed to have a marketable surplus, so that competition is reduced and 
prices kept down, with the result that most of the marketable surplus finds 
its way to the Government procurement agencies and Government is able 
to transfer the stocks to the areas in which they are most required from time 
to time. The effect is, therefore, control and distribution at a reasonable 
price, whereas if no embargo order existed, traders from deficit areas would 
tend to invade areas which had the largest surplus, and therefore the lowest 
price, from time to time, thus causing the price to rise inordinately. The 
stocks they might thus ucqqjre at continually rising prices, they would in 
turn have to sell at higher prices, and they would also be tempted to hoard 
the stocks after acquiring tnem in order to speculate. 

(d) The Bengal Food Grains (Movement) Control Order, 1943, which 
forbids export of rice and paddy from the province except under permit. 

( t ) Use of powers under Clause G of the large producers license or 
clause 9 of the dealers license to direct holders of large stocks to sell them 
to Government and, where necessary, powers under rule 75(o) of the Defence 

: k 
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At present. Government make purchases in about half of the potential 
procurement area through Chief Agents and in the other half through their 
own officers. In both cases the actual procurement machinery at the lower 
level is similar, the hulk of purchases is made through privute traders 
who work as the agents of the Chief Agents in one case and of Government 
Procurement Officers in the other. Milled rite is purchased direct irom the 
rice mills by the Chief Agents or by the official agencies. Facilities exist 
for cultivators to offer their stocks for sale direct to Chief Agents or to 
Government officers without having to go through any intermediate agency, 
hut in practice they are not often found inclined 1 * * take advantage of such 
facilities. 

The ad vantage of tin* chief agency system is that the Chief Agents or, 
at any rate, their employees have a more intimate knowledge of the trade 
than Government officers and are better equipped for successful bargaining 
and to avoid purchase of unsuitable stocks. The advantage of the direct 
procurement system is that one stage of intermediate agencies between 
Government and the cultivator is eliminated and Government has a closer 
control over the actual purchasing operations through its own officers. 
Government s aim is to extend the direct procurement system to the whole 
of the procurement area as quickly as is found practicable, flu* main factor 
being the rate at which Government employees cun he recruited and trained 
and given sufficient experience to enable them to cum out adequately all 
the functions of the present Chief Agents' employees. 

A> regards prices, Government's present policy is to |i\ reasonable 
offenng prices tor each procurement district and to maintain them at the 
fixed level for as long a period as possible. Government aims at fixing 
prices sufficiently high to encourage the cultivator and reward him for his 
labour, to ensure that adequate quantities will come into Government's 
possession, but at the same time to avoid offering competitive prices which 
would encourage a rising tendency in tin* general price level of the province. 
Government has consistently refrained Irom making any temporary or local 
increase in its ottering puce merely tor the sake oi a temporary increase in 
the quantities purchased, in the knowledge that such a policy would 
inevitably lead to a progressive increase in the general price level to the 
ultimate detriment ot the poorer classes. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: On a point of order. When is the Hon ‘hie Minister 
going to reply to the debater' The Hon’ble Minister is reading a written 
reply. Various cut motions have been moved and various speeches have 
been made in this House. I do not see how he can reply to the debate by 
continuously reading a previously prepared written reply. (Laughter from 
the Opposition benches.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I will do that later on 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister is explaining the Government 
policy and then he will give replies. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May ! make one suggestion to the 
Hon’ble Minister. He has got a written speech. He must raise his head 
up and look at us and read ; otherwise his tone becomes low and it is not 
possible for us to follow. 

Tito Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN. In 1944 Government purchased 
over a million tons in terms of rice and in 194o over Mb, 000 tons. By tile 
end of August 1940 procurement had exceeded 422,000 tons although the 
last Am an crop was a mediocre one. Temporary set backs to procurement 
have not been due to defects in the system employed or in policy, but 
rather to unfavourable conditions created by the nervous disposition of the 
public who have naturally been influenced bv reports of shortage of food* 
grains elsewhere m 'lndia and outside. The publicity given to such reports 
has often lacked proper restraint. 
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Then, with regard to distribution, the distribution of rice paddy under 
Modified Rationing wan introduced at the end of February, that is to say, 
as soon as prices began to rise in the districts this year. By the end of 
July, Modified Rationing has been introduced in 46 towns and 1,700 rural 
unions situated in 10 districts and covering a total population of 19,000,000. 
So far, therefore, as extension of Modified Rationing in deficit areas is con- 
cerned, no criticism can be levelled at Government. 

The total quantity of rice and paddy tin terms of rice) issued for 
consumption in the districts up to first half of August was 281,500 tons. 
For the non-rationed areas in September the consumption quota (in rice 
and paddy fixed) is 42,700 tons. 

While Modified Rationing has been extended to areas with a total popula- 
tion of 19,000,000, the offtake figures given above will show that even in 
June when the peak figure in issues was reached no more than 084 lakh 
persons could have actually participated in distribution. Criticism, there- 
fore, attaches to the following things : — 

(a) Restriction of the numbers of families to which foodgrains are 

given, and 

(b) The small ration scale adopted for Modified Rationing. 

Both of these are the results of the over-all provincial food situation and 
the explanation is to be found, if anywhere, in the policy of internal 
procurement adopted by this Government, the policy of allotments adopted 
by the Government of India and possibly also in the policy of inter-national 
allocations adopted by the World Food Organisations. 

While the above relates to major criticism of distribution, there may 
well be minor criticism of the actual working of distribution in local areas. 

It has been said by several members that there is corruption in the Civil 
Supplies Department. It is impossible for me to deny that there is none but 
I must also say at the same time that we have often heard general allegation 
of corruption in the Civil Supplies Department. Supposing for the sake 
of argument, if today 1 serve notice upon all the employees of the Civil 
Supplies Department ami tomorrow I substitute them by employing another 
set of officers, 1 do not think there will be ain the least improvement in the 
situation. I must say this is the unfortunate position in which we are at 
present situated. However, we are certainly trying our best to check 
corruption in the Civil Supplies Department. I have already said on many 
occasions that if there la* evidence in order to raise strong suspicion in my 
mind regarding any particular officer. I will be quite prepared to tell him, 
“Friend, we have no need for you. You better go." But unless there be 
evidence against any particular person regarding his dishonesty it is 
impossible for us to take any action. 1 must also say that our friends 
always make general allegations but when we request them to make parti- 
cular allegations against any particular officer we receive very hardly auy 
response from them. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: There are instances, Sir, where cases 
have been withdrawn by Government. 

Mr. ABDU8 BABUR KHAN: 1 have given particular instances; there 
ia no sense in telling the House that particular instances were not brought 
to the notice of Government 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I may also tell my friends that 
whenever any particular instances have been given, I have sent them to 
'the Director-General of Enforcement for necessary enquiry and report. 

J have never failed from doing that. What else could be done, I do not 
kuow\ 

Mr. ABDU8 BABUR KHAN: Suspend these officers first and then 
make an enquiry afterwards. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: As I have already said, it is 
impossible to take action against anv particular officer unless there be 
evidence, if not very good evidence but good evidence against him or 
there be reasonable grounds of suspension. 

Then it has been said that there should he more imports from abroad. 
Sly friends know it quite well that we cannot at present bring any 
foodstuff from outside Bengal unless it is granted by the Government of 
India. Government of India fixes a certain quota tor Bengal and that 
s the only quota that we can bring to Bengal, We have got from the 
[lovernment of India, from January up to now, certainly a large quantity 
of wheat and wheat products and also large uuantities of gram, pulses 
and other things, hut the quantity of rice has been no doubt not so very 
large, and often it has been found that although the Government of 
India had given us hoj»es to make certain allocations, it has not been 
possible for the Government of India often to fulfil that promise. 

Formerly we used to import from Assam and Burma ami also from 
jther Eastern States, Tripura State and Coock Bihar State, but 
unfortunately it is not possible to do so now. 

Mr. Norton has asked me to say something regarding continuance 
of the control orders. My friend Mr. Sahur lias already stated that at 
soon us the control orders on certain goods, for example, cement and 
corrugated iron sheets, were discontinued everything of whatever 
quantity of those goods that came to Bengal disappeared and those 
commodities could be had only at night in the black-market. Therefore, 
the supply position is not yet as satisfactory ns would make us think 
that it would be better for the country to lift the control orders now. So- 
I think it would be necessary for us to examine this question very soon 
and to re-establish control over some of these essential commodities. 

Regarding Non-Official Food Advisory Committee, we had sent request# 
to seveiul associations and also lo the Congress. Only some of those 
associations have responded to our request ami some others have not, 
but unfortunately owing to the Calcutta Killing no further steps could 
be taken. Very recently 1 have asked our officers to take necessary step# 
dn this matter. 

Regarding weavers and fishermen, some of my friends have raised 
the question that fishermen are not getting sufficient quantity of yarn 
for making nets, etc. I may tell my friends for their information that 
since April, we have given bales for this purpose alone. Now, of 

course, the position -is this: that through the co-operative societies— 
co-operative societies should also be encouraged — yam is being distributed, 
and these fishermen and weavers have been asked to form co-operative 
societies, so that they themselves might manage the distribution of the 
yarn. It is impossible for us to give an increased quota to these weaver# 
because the quota that we receive from the Government of India i# 
distributed per capita after keeping certain quantities for specific 
purposes, as for example, for the fishermen, and the balance is distributed 
per capita to the weavers of the Province. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYAs Are they getting los# 
.quota since this Ministry has come lo office? Previously they used to get 
much more quantity of yarn. 

The Hoft'ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: If that has been the case, I 
believe, there must have been some mal-distribution or inequitable 
distribution in some places. After I have come to office, I have already 
taken stocks, I have got a list of the quantities that each subdivision 
is entitled to get and I have already passed orders that yarn should b« 
equitably distributed to every district and every gubdivision, so that it 
cannot be said that some subdivision# have been getting more and somi 
subdivisions have been getting less. 
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Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: I do not say that some 
subdivisions are getting more and some less. What I want to say is 
that previously thev used to get about two bundles of yarn. Now they 
are getting only 8 iW whereas previously they used to get about 20 lbs 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN. That has already been replied. 

Regarding mustard oil also the situation is this: Government of 
India have fixed a basic quota for Bengal, because Bengal produces a 
Very small quantity of mustard seeds and consequently we have to depend 
very much upon the quota fixed and given by the Government of India. 
We have to bring it from U. J\ and some other Provinces. Unfortunately 
it so happens that some of the traders of certain districts purchase 
mustard seeds in black-market and bring them to Bengal and then that 
quantity is deducted from the quota fixed for us. That is the reason why 
some districts are getting larger quantities of mustard seeds than some 
other districts. However, our basis of distribution is this that the 
quantity that is available in our Province is to be divided among the 
people of our Province per capita, and accordingly the quota is fixed for 
each subdivision. 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Mustard oil has been 
decontrolled altogether in the district of Burdwan and the price of mustard 
oil has risen in other parts of Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: 1 do not know. Regarding 
food committees I must say that although it has been stated that food 
committees are bad and useless, 1 do not think a statement like that 
should lmve been made from the honourable members of this House. 
Failure to reconstitute these food committees, particularly village food 
committees, is due to the fact that the development stuff has disappeared 
and the circumstances lor holding t lu- election no longer exists. 
The present situation being not so much favourable, the opinion of the 
District authorities has been taken, who believe that this is not the 
proper time for the reconstitution of these food committees. I have 
certainly taken steps so that as early as possible, the food committees 
might be reconstituted. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: On a point of information. Sir. Mr. Norton’s 
question was, “bow does the Government propose to continue the controls 
over consumers’ goods after 30th of September, when the Defence of 
India Rules expire”. My honourable friend Mr. Norton does not want 
removal of controls; he wants to know how Government propose to continue. 

The Hovt’blo Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Of course, the control order at 
present in force would be ineffective from 30th September next, and, if 
necessary, we shall request His Excellency to issue an Ordinance. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Does the Hon’ble Minister regard it as necessary? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Yes, we consider it very neces- 
sary, because the supply position is not at all satisfactory. 

Mr. H. R. NORTON: When will the Ordinance be issued? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, it is quite clear that it must be before 30th of 
September, otherwise it wul cease to have any effect. 

The motion of Mr. Amulya Chandra Adhikari that the demand of 
Rs. 9,75.77.000 for expenditure under the bead “63 — Extraordinary 

Charges in India”, he reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Rajani K&nta Pr&manik that the demand of 
Rs. 9,75,77,000 for expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary 

Charges in India’*, he reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 
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The ^motion of Mr. Rimal (Tundra Sin ha that the demand of 

Be. 9, <5,77,000 for expenditure under the head “00 — Extraordinary 
Charges in India”, be reduced by Its. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Iswar Chandra Mai that the demand of lis. 9,75,77,000 
for expenditure under the head “M— Extraordinary Charges in India*’, 
be reduced by Hs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion ot the Hon’hle Mr. Abdul (tofran that a sum of 

Its. 9, 7o, 77, 000 be granted for expenditure under the head “t>3 — Extra- 

ordinary Charges in India”, was then put and agreed to. 

25— General Administration— General Administration. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. Sir. on the recoin mend a- 
lion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Its. 2,72,49, 00tl he granted for expenditure under the head M 25nUeneral 

Administration — ( iencial Admi nisi rat ion” . 

Sir, looking through the cut motions, it appears to me that most of 
them refer to other departments and other Ministers whose budget grants 
have been mo\ed or are going to he moved. Very few of these cut 
motions act nail \ relate to matters which come under my personal 
>upei vision. However, I leave it to tin* good sense of the House to raise 
discussion which 1 hope 1 will be able to answer. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Its. 2,72,49,(100 for expenditure under the head “25-General Administra- 
tion — General Administration” he reduced by Hs. 100. The reason for 
moving the motion is to raise a discussion about tin* failure of the Govern- 
ment to institute anv planned post-war reconstruction programme, 

Mr. BHUPATI MAJUMDAR: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Us. 2,72,49,000 for expenditure under the head “25-General Administra- 
tion — General Administration” he reduced by Hs. 100. The reason for 
moving the motion is to raise a discussion about the poor scale of pay of the 
Librarian and t lu* Library Assistant ot the Library ot the Heugal 
Legislature. 

Mr. A8HUT08H MALLICK: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Hs. 2,72,49,000 for expenditure under the head “25-General Administra- 
tion — General Administration” he reduced by Hs. 100. The reason for 
moving the motion is to laise a discussion about the disparity of scales of 
pay of upper division assistants ot the Assembly with those of the Secretariat 
and non-grant of any compensatory allowance to the staff of the Assembly 
for working late hours. 

Sir, I have got another cut motion in my uajne. If 1 may be permitted 
I may move it now. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes. 

Mf. A8HUT08H MALL (CIC. Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Ea. 2,72,49,000 for expenditure under the head “25-General Administra- 
tion-General Administration” be reduced by Hs. 100. The reason for 
moving the motion is to raise a discussion about the non-grant of overtime 
or compensatory allowance to the superior and menial staff of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly. 

Mr. KAMAL KRI8HNA ROY: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Re. 2,72^9,000 for expenditure under the head “25-General Administra- 
tion— General A drm lustration” be reduced by Hs. 100. The reason for 
moving the motion is to raise a discussion about the delimitation of con- 
stituencies pi the diftrict board election in the district of Bankura. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 2,72,49,000 for expenditure under the head “25-General 
^Administration — General Administration’' be reduced by Rs. 100. The 
reason for moving the motion is to raise a discussion about the failure of 
Government to institute a public judicial enquiry into the Diamond 
Harbour jetty disaster in which 143 Gangasagore mcla pilgrims were 
killed and many other pilgrims were injured by the collapsing of the 
jetties and their railings at Diamond Harbour on the 12th January, 1946, 
and to compensate the injured and the relatives of the deceased. 

Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,72,49,000 for expenditure under the head “25-General Administra- 
tion — General Administration” be reduced by Its. 100. The reason for 
moving the motion ft to raise a discussion about the failure of the Govern- 
ment to give effect to the recommendations of the Chowkiduri Enquiry 
Committee by making provisions for the salaries of the Chowkidars to the 
extent of the half from the revenue of the province. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAfl: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,72,49,000 for* expenditure under the head “23-General Administra- 
tion*— General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. The reason for 
moving the motion is to raise a discussion about the general conduct of the 
present Subdi visional Officer of Kishoreganj (Mvmensingh district), with 
particular reference to his relation with the, ( T nion Food Committees, 
Multi-purpose Societies of Kishoreganj subdivision (Mvmensingh). 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 2,72,49,000 for expenditure under the head “25-General 
Administration — General Administration” he reduced by Rs. 100. The 
reason for moving the motion is to raise a discussion about the policy of 
tank improvement and tank excavation. 

Mr.^ DHANANJOY ROY: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Its. 2,72,49,000 tor expenditure under the head “25-General Administra- 
tion General Administration* ’ he reduced by Rs 100. The reason for 
moving the motion is to raise u discussion about mal-administration of the 
Rationing Department. 

Mr. HARAN CHANDRA CH08H CHOWDHURY : Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 2,72,49,000 for expenditure under the head 
“26 — General Administration — General Administration” be reduced by 
Us. 100. The reason for moving the motion is to raise a discussion about 
the necessity of keeping a regular and permanent communication between 
the mainland and the islands of Hatya and Sandwip by sea-going craft. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Sir, 1 must confess" that in moving my 
cut motion, I find myself in u somewhat difficult situation. Naturally 
1 wished to acquaint myself with the Government’s Development Plan. 

I know that the Finance Minister had stated in his budget speech that 
for the first time in the history of , this Province, she had been 
enabled with the help of the Centre, to embark upon a comprehensive 
and well-thought-out plan of development embracing every field of 
Hation-building activity. 1 would request you, Sir, to particularly 
underline the words “comprehensive” and “well-thought-out plan of 
development”, for was I jiot surprised when on referring myself to the 
Five-Year Plan, I found it was stated in the Introduction that it wan 
not a Blue Print, and that on further re-examination all the schemes or 
perhaps ^ most of them would undergo modification, and, jrh&t in 
more, there were important and obvious gaps in the Plan itselff, Now 
auoh is the character of the Government’s comprehensive and well-^ 
thought-out plan of development. Another surprising, if i|pi netdunding, 
statement made by the Finance Minister in oourse * of ‘ Ms reply 
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tq the general discussion of the budget was this that this yeur*fe develop- 
ment expenditure was to he regarded as la\ing the foundation wall and 
that schemes and plans which are still under consideration and in the 
process of incubation would be made to fit on to it. Sir, an architect 
who would lay the foundation without having any precise idea of what 
the superstructure was going to be stands in a category by himself, and 
that honour is due to the Finance Minister of this Government. 1 will 
not tire the patience of the House by emphasizing t lie obvious by saying, 
for example, that the plan is no plan at all, but a collection 
of disperate departmental schemes, that in its tormulation the fundamental 
principles of planning have little or no bearing, that its primary object is 
not the raising of tin* standard of living of the masses hut provision of 
employment for demobilised personnel, that it has been framed hv official* 
about whose knowledge of our problems and uppreeiatioh of our needs, the 
loss said the better or that the Ministers on their own admission could give, 
but little thought to this comprehensive plan. 

i could go on adding to this list of perfectly valid criticism*. But 
1 am aware that 1 might be characterised as a caiping eritic offering 
no constructive suggestion. 1 have wondered, therefore, what 1 would 
possibly have done, if I were in the Chief Minister’s position which, I 
consider, to foe an unfortunate position. 1 say unfortunate because of a 
certain limitation which the policy and the mod** operand i of the party 
tu which he belongs impose. The first thing that 1 could do was the 
assessment of my limitations and my advantages. For example, in the 
first place I would have known that l had to maintain the 

party in power by distribution of suitable patronages and by other un- 
orthodox methods even though it were very uneconomic and inefficient. 

1 could not therefore expect any saving out of the general 
revenues for development expenditure. In the second place the European 
party had to 1a* kept in humour. Fortunately, the development 
expenditure does not infringe upon any of then special interests. In 

the third place no well-thought-out plan exists, but I would have tried 
to make the utmost out of such materials as were already available to 
me. In the fourth place I would have to depend on (Vntral funds for 
development expenditure. I know that the ( ougress-riddeii C entral 

Government is wicked and a pariah and not fit to be touched with a 

pair of tongs, but I know mmtc.v has no religion 01 community. Ami 
from wliatevei source it 'comes — whether it he from the cursed (Vntral 
Government or not, -it does not become tarnished or contaminated in 
the process. What l would be concerned with was the amount that 
would be available to me. An Hon’ble Minister had said that it would 
be about ti9 erores, although I have doubts about the correctness of 
that figure. You will recall, Sir, that Sir Archibald Rowlands had said 
in the (Vntral Legislature that the amount that would he avail- 
able for distribution to the provinces for development expenditure would 
be about 2o0 erores, and that this was to be distributed on a 
population basis. That would have ‘ given us only fifty erores. But 
let us assume that it is tilt erores which, I presume, is exclusive of such 
amounts as ma> be available wa\ of loans for undertaking self- 

financial expenditure. This amount of (ill erores, I would not have 
permitted to he frittered awa.\ in the shape of doles to different depart- 
ments, as has been the practice in the past, but I would have rather 
concentrated on a selected number of projects which were likely to 
bring benefit to the masses. For example, I would have suggested these 
projects: to make Bengal self-sufficient in food by bringing under 

-cultivation the cultivable wastes for which I would recommend (a) 
adoption uf .schemes which would be self-financing, and (b) instituting 
measures lot increasing the yield for which I would set apart 
fvTo erores ^ * I fVould have a comprehensive scheme of rural water- 

supply in Bengal having the provision of one source of supply for every 

a** • > 
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iour hundred persons with a view to combating water-borne diseases 
such as cholera, malaria and typhoid costing six crores (vide an unpriced 
Government publication, “A plan for Better Bengal”); (3) a scheme to 
combat malaria costing one crore (vide scheme*No. 188); (4) introduc- 
tion of compulsory primary education costing 38 crores (vide the 
Sargent scheme) ; (5) a scheme for increasing cloth production by 

encouraging mill production and charkha - spinning and hand loom- 
weaving, particularly in villages as a self-financing project; (G) develop- 
ment of roads costing 530 crores as part of expenditure with scheme 
No. 101. 

I would like to conclude by saying a word to my honourable friends 
opposite. This is what 1 would say. You have your League Govern- 
ment here. Bengal is virtually a Bakisthan province, because oi the 
essentially undemocratic and British sponsored 1935 Act. But what have 
you achieved? You have generated fear, distrust and resentment in 
the hearts of t he Hindus, but that may not worry you. But what 
economic benefit have you assured to the masses, and let us say, the 
Muslim masses. Here was a sum of G9 crores obtained as a gift from the 
Centre, more than two-thirds of which came from the coffers of the 
kufhrs and this is going to be wasted on uneconomic projects. I would 
ask you, what are you going to do in order that this money may not be 
wasted, but may, on the contrary, he used fruitfully in the interest of 
the masses. 

Mr. GANENDRA CHANDRA BH ATTACH ARJEE: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the demand of Us. 2,72,49,001) foi expenditure under the head 
“25-General Administration — General Administration'' he reduced b,y 
Its. 100. The reason for moving this motion is to raise a discussion about 
(/) failure of the Government to fix the minimum price ol jute at 11s. 40 
per maund, and (//) failure of t lie Government to abolish the maximum 
price ol jute. 

fa: "ntro mm, tom cut motions fac-N hs tosi tom ^rfa 

vrfa at vtScn <rgTO tfhsfafa TOi S’tfrs tosm, tfrat wTft v*t 

i vfaTO to fat-ro tin* TO>ifaftnr 

bfiftcni to' 5T^> i m hi va nfa TOn fcTO 

TO-ll O I, tffo’H MlS bTV — OC\ MHb tfC? TO I 4$ TO 

*t$*t iron w to f<iR nr, to trttrtw4fa nr*t fafav* oTO* yijp ?rcu 

to rffarotin ntTOTO ^rsrs to to bfafai vcfci cTOffi? vsro 

TOr$ , ert* >pru nfa cv-m TOr* nmifaftni hto fsrn* $rfVnr nrrv fnpyr? eft* orst n 
nr, 'mfa cro to nrts to toi ch, toto *nfr5rftcnr tffas Tjn wro to to i 
nr «0\ van Sfos, Government nr cro fatro i fa* btfton 

*mr *n i to fcrvi to *trfr fa^r wz to *tr i to vfa ftts tot stror 
btft, fact* to torr bpn to «ttfc wffan to stem to i *nfa vrit wm vfa, 
Vrfarc *rftbtfw3 at vfnr^, fm vto tor ^sttort to'* to to TO=t, <5tn vfa 
TOfav *F2n$ ^mrrmr to' to toto to 'STt’cm ?;TOtnr ynr fror ’JTfror ’ftt^r 

nr w^pr 8c\ <rfaT to fan 

i:mr fanr, fwffnr TOf mv* to^i vft mw at faro totoi to%, 

W f^fa «« wi ca fTO%TO fr r TOrwnr i wtfa toi ^rfa 4vi to 

nro nfabtfara tor •n ; vrus ■htc^ , ^*os *rcw sex, fcfan, 

m €tf! to ctot i vfa at nr s«\ tPf] fays? m hi w, OT’m wrfw cTO 

to ntw , itfi or 4* v faro mxm -Tfat fa:nv to to i 

st^cror nr. n orro *tit, nrrw to; tos cto? to, tom nfnrH m c=tt 4 
(Avoid: TOfa Central Governmentcv vp) ftr*T wi wffa TO vft TON 
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TO *m$i ^ 80 s $t*i TOt v:? cy? 'stw cfrt ?t?i fa? wi, wm 
TOt yjryf vcs ?wi TOi to? ^ cn? wfro TO f?cw toi* Yttrs m, ft? ?f?nt 
tff% ff? cfftra ?i sr?, wt? c¥f*r y? w cftfcf, yw ?rc?? *pf TO, yrnro? m 
WPRl TO, 4*«fl TOf *4?I df TO?, 3ft*? fWf TO Y1 I 

?nTO 8t4t 13**1 as v? i 4? TO?a*h $fo$ fV? TOnttf? itc$? faps? 

^n 80s TO c?sfi, f*i 3i, TOi TO?f?i fatro? to'? «r?r, ^tTO TO 

TOn? ?ft wt*c$ *? T urt? ?? Srof c^c? ftcTOt*? i *rw TO jjf *n 3m w4t*t? 

TO? *tf? YTO 1 3 t?l f?(l I f*l TOff CTO TO fTO TO 3 m wtw * to Toy, 

sr^? irrrs wrsi *ro, 3m cy* writ? wiytyyi? *«nc3 to?, TOfws wjptt?t?to $y 
TO 5tf%3 fro TO?. TO? c?T*i fro TO? (Hon’ble Mr H. K. Kciirawakdy : YtTO 
cst*i fro$?) 3m to* f *5 ??rc ire?? ?rfr? cnrrt fro, f*i ftf-ps *to? c?, m\ TO 
wf*tf*3 C5T* ?i c*?. 3T?i 4*f»? fTO TO? *TTOv? t[*3 ttys'! ( A voicK : You are 
flogging a dead horse. ) TO & *?1 YtlTO? TO? fro Sit c?, TO TO? ,e»rtflt 
fror *t? cvi*tf"? TOa? M»t ?wi *?i s?c? ?i i ?f* ? 3 Tt to? w? si?. TO? to? ywy-* 
wy* *tc* w?[TOt to 'TO? S’Wt **r i 

TO ?hi TO c?, TO *trc$? f?ys? *? 80\ $t*i etc? to sure? ^*?tu *c?*v? t«- 

wtTOt? TOi* fe*f 5 ? jtiSt:’! STOrs w? c?t*t e?$i w ? *?t?? i 

TO?? TOi site? t*rf Yi *tts? 3f?i c?r?-n **? cy mh:!?* ft-j'5? »? h'a $r*i etc? evt??, 
^ii -n r’e? '=rrf a i to ??C3 TO ^r<n cro* jpi, ??rc*? tffs, f?cr? to ^???i? *?c*? 

•ff®, f? , ji 5 P?r^*3i i 

Mr. J. N. SMART: Mi. Speaker, Sir, J wish to draw the attention 
of (iovei nnient to the urgent necessity ot giving otter t to the recommenda- 
tions of the Rowlands ronirnittee. This ('omniittee in their Report 
have provided us with the blue-print of an administrative machine 
adequate for our post-war needs and their recommendations are of funda- 
mental importance. The kesnote of the Report is the emphasis 

on development, and the Committee make no secret of their view that 
the present administrative machine is quite inadequate for currying 
out large-scale development schemes. Government >pflopsc to spend no 
less a sum than twelve crores of rupees during tin* current financial year 
on various development schemes. Rut can such a large cvpemlitme he 
properly surpervised or can any real progress with these schemes he 
expected under the present administrative organisation Y 1 would ask 
the Hon’ble Minister to tell us what, for example, has hcefc done to 

formulate district plans and to put the District Officer in charge of these 
plans? Will he tell us what has been done to place the District Officer 
in a position to discharge his new responsibilities, by increase of staff 
and reorganisation of his office? Has any action been taken to increase the 
number of Circle Officers as recommended b\ the Howlands Committee? 

A notable omission from the Budget Estimates is the important 
recommendation for the subdivision of the districts of Mymensingh, 

Midnapore. Dacca and Bakarganj. These districts were pronounced 

unmanageably large by the Administrative Enquiry Committee of 1913 , 
and the setadilv increasing population of the intervening years, cannot 
have rendered tlicm a less difficult administrative proposition. It is surely 
a first principle of good administration to work with units of manageable 
site and this question should receive primary attention. 

Turning now to the quality of the administration, this Party would 
welcome some evidence of Government’s determination to tackle the 
£rave problems of bribery and corruption. It is not enough to leave 
it to the Goverpmept of India to give effect to certain recommendations 
by Ordinance. Government must snow determination to deal with these 
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problems themselves, and I would suggest the best way of doing this 
ft to deal swiftly and decisively with offenders. If bribery and corrup- 
tion is to be checked, retribution must be swift and sure, but the present 
position is that cases drag on * for years while offenders are seldom 
suspended and much more often are transferred to some more desirable 
post! We would like to hear from the Hon’ble Minister, particularly in 
view of his assurances when he took office, what are his proposals for 
dealing with bribery and corruption. 

The position with regard to the Public Service Commission recom- 
mendations is also unsatisfactory. The Rowlands Committee have made 
three important recommendations, namely — 

(1) That Ministers should have no hand whatever in the appointment, 

S romotion, transfer or posting of any officer below the status of Secretary, 
leputy Secretary or Head of a Department or Deputy Head : 

(2) That the Commission should not ordinarily be asked to suggest 
the names of more candidates than there are vacancies for: and 
’ (3) That the Commission’s Annual Report should be published in totn. 

The Hon’ble Minister, in reply to a question on these recommendations 
by my Hon’ble friend Mr. Sawday, stated that the first two 
proposals were under consideration and as regards the third, it had been 
decided that this recommendation need not he accepted for the present. 
These replies appear to us to be merely evasive. It does not require 
four or five months’ consideration for Government, to decide whether its 
Ministers should take a hand in appointment making. Surely an 
immediate decision can he arrived at on such an important point as 
protecting Ministers from political press me and keeping the Services 
free from political influences. By rejecting t ho Committee’s recommenda- 
tion that the Commission’s Annual Report should be published, it 
would appear Government wish to conceal the Service Commission’s 
activities and opinions from public. Perhaps the Hon’ble Minister will _ 
give the House some explanation. 

And finally, Sir, there is Local Self-Government The Rowlands 
Committee point out that the Local Self-Government Department has 
largely failed to give local bodies, the attention, assistance and super- 
vision they require and are entitled to expect. The department has, in 
fact, failed to develop as it was intended that it should. The Committee 
recommend that the Department of Local Self-Government should be 
separated from that of Public Health and that a small Inspectorate of 
Local Bodies should be attached to this new Ministry of Local Self- 
IGovernnfent. This Inspectorate would work in close collaboration with 
the District Officer and with the Examiners of Local Accounts. The 
Rowlands Committee describe the general standard of Local Self-Govern- 
ment us being ‘‘depressing!}* low”. Government cannot evade a share of 
* the blame for this state of affairs, and it is hoped they will give serious 
and early consideration to the Committee’s recommendations, designed as 
they are, to raise these standards. 

Mr* BHUPATI MAJUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the scale of pay 
obtaining^ in all the departmental libraries of the Government of India is 
Ra. <‘100-500. The librarian of the Bengal legislative Assembly Library 
has got a scale of ILs. L'10-175, which is rather poor. Our librarian is an 
efficient librarian; he is qualified enough. He is an M.A. He also holds 
a diploma in librariansliip from the Government of India and also 
certificates from other foreign Library Associations. I think he should 
* gat the same emolument as is given to the holders of library diploma 
from the Government of India. 

Then I come to the question of the scale of pay of the Library Assist- 
ant. She is a graduate and has generally been found to ba 
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an efficient worker. She has been working here for the last four years. 
Her scale of pay is Rs. 45 to Its. 75 — a very poor scale of pay. She gets 
the pay of a paharawalla ! I think, Sir, that the Library Assistant of this 
'Legislature should receive proper pay. The corresponding scale 
prevailing in the Bengal Library, the University Library and the Govern- 
ment of India Library is R,s. 100 to Rs. 300. I draw tne attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge and would request him to revise the scales of 
pay of our librarian and Library Assistant. That is all that 1 have got 
to say. 

Mr. A8HUT08H MALLICK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not think any 
long speech is necessary on this subject, but I should like to submit 
certain facts for the consideration of this House. There are many new 
members in this House and therefore l would like to speak something here. 

Overtime allowance used to be given to the stuff of the now defunct 
Council up to 1931 and was discontinued on the recommendation of the 
Retrenchment Committee. The rate was as follows: — 


Upper Division Assistant 
Lower Division Assistant 
Typists 


5 per diem. 
4 per diem. 
3 per diem. 


Allowance used to be given for working overtime beyond 7 p.m. for each 
day of meeting. 

Times without number this matter came up before this House. I 
shall enumeiate those facts. In the July session, 1933. in reply to some 
supplementary Question to starred question No. 211 by Mr. Surendra 
Nath Biswas, tne then Deputy Speaker Mr. Asht-uf Ali informed the 
House that Government would be moved to grant some allowance to the 
staff for doing Watch and Ward duties. Then, Sir, on the llth July* 
1939, in reply to a question by Maulvi Md. Mozatnmel Huq, M.L.A., the 
then Deputy Speaker informed the House that the Hon’ble Speaker 
would move Government for the payment of some allowance for doing 
strenuous duties over a period of 8 to 9 hours a day. Then, again, Sir, 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyul. M.L.A., now M.L.A. (Central), enquired 
by question No. 305, about the result of the move to be taken as promised 
by the Deputy Speaker on the llth July, 1939. The Deputy Speaker 
Mr. Uashemy informed that Government did not agree to overtime 
allowance and that Government would be moved for a compensatory 
allowance. In reply to a supplementary question by Mr. Nishitha Nath 
Kundu the Deputy Speaker agreed to the desirability of appoint- 
ing a committee representing all the grievances of the staff in regard 
to working for extra hours. No such committee has so far been formed. 
Then, Sir, Mr. Azizul Haque. on the eve of his leaving for England* 
stated as follows on the floor of the House on the 13tn March, 1942. 
I shall read now th<j relevant portion. This is what he said: — “The 
second function which the Speaker has to discharge is in connection 
with the administrative work of the Assembly Department, and here 
under the constitution as it at present stands the financial responsibility 
of every expenditure in connection with the Assembly is with the Govern- 
ment and it is the Government which has to submit budget 

r posals to this House and has to explain its reasons and justifications. 

is in these circumstances that the Speaker has to administer his 
department under rules framed by the Government. Here he is often 
powerless at points w£ere he may come into conflict with the views of 
Government. I propose to write to you later in full as to the lines on 
which the Assembly Department should work and to place my experience 
before yon so that *you might at a time when I shall not he the Speaker 
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consider the whole question on its merits. There are, however, two 
questions to which I would like to draw your special attention, namely: — 

( 1 ) that the status of the Department and of its officers should be 
„ exactly the same as those in the Secretariat, and 

( 2 ; that the pay and prospects of the Assembly Department staff 
should in no way be inferior to those working in other Depart- 
ments directly under the control of Government. I do hope 
that you will kindly consider this matter as early as possible. 

May I also state one other matter. For the last five years, I have 
tried to build up the working of the Assembly office as belonging to thin 
House and even though in administrative matters we have to accept 
Government rules, [ have all along worked towards the ideal that it 
is to this Assembly that it should ultimately be responsible and that it 
must function keeping this House in front to build up parliamentary 
traditions. I^et us remember that a very large part of our success 

depends on the genuine devotion and work by the office staff and I do 
honestly, frankly and unequivocally admit, how much I owe to the 
office staff with whom I have worked for the last five years. They work 
in ^ silence and they work behind the knowledge of others and 
their work does not appear before the public gaze. Lot us remember 
that they are also human beings and that they have to work often from 
morning till evening and even sometimes till midnight. I can assure 
you that the> belong to sou and thev work with devotion and 

zeal, das and night, at the sacrifice of their health and comfort. I feel 

deeply personal grief in parting coni pan, \ with the staff of the depart- 
ment and sou all. I s|>euk in no conventional sense, hut with mv humble 
experience in various spheres of life, l can say 1 have hardly come 

across a better and a more devoted hand of officers and men, devoted 
honest Iv and devoted sincerely, than the staff of the Assembly Depart- 
ment — be he an orderly, a menial, a clerk or a gazetted officer of this 
department and if 1 have got anything to say it is that 1 leave them to 
your charge, to your responsibility, individually as well as collectively, 
and I do hope and trust that you will look after them. My personal 
responsibility is all the greater; many of them I brought here and I 
cannot leave them without discharging this duty of mine.” 

With those words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 
Mr, KAMAL KRISHNA RAY ; Mr. Speaker, Sir, font v’lft) 

<W*TPt CV^Ti ’TTOT foj ftrro ( 7 t delimitation vevre, cwsp < 7 TT& ’fTHTTf 

s crfoTtvpj JT«rvtr*r< foi-wtre <71 wre? i 

wtft TOrforo c^r\ TOvtrro >*^-00 nm ctfr* <71 foi- 

f 2 font (71 <7t RTO $1 WOT TO ! CkiUMfML. 

WTOPr wwr fof to, t vm;<f c**} m o 

•ffS CtCW in; ’Vfws »r JWfft fro? Chairman I ’TNttltTO fof ffos 

Tffoftfon cwitotpt foy? rm tftti otev srs wmc* i foro sr«n c* 4* c? 

delimitation 4* fo 4 &T* wmtro c*mz? w i efv cvfa 

fofars, cwm foftffrc *'rs\ wrartro foj for sn i wttftro fo/nr 

4 t cwwtufara cwra vtci i*f u to ; cvpt (mvf wrrrsf fcTOrtfaw vt 

OTtw ^tr 5 c**ni 4<R HjpTOi cw <71 delimitation vi foffFT cw& OtiffCTO 
’ftfo ft wus * 1 X 1 ; — w^tm, 4 * t *rv$i ever* seat vnrnr *ot — * 5 nr fc«rr 
fop w 4vt jjwitto wwr 1 *ff to* ftfi fofrfre jfi otcw firsjrc :>*§ 
SWf >*t seat tow TTotfof 4 ft ; wtf evt ftffow y r rom c»tt TOtf fwamr j 

foi <51 *1 wci ¥fi cwn fo c*P|y : 4 W=r vnrwt 4 Ptn seat v?i wcint 1 fwwtv 

wtfw ffw wroro wfotf^Ht ertewn \ cv<i vn wt ^ot seat 
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4 60 f ooo c * at 4*9 to seat mi i si tontft vf-wr ci *it 

TOi wtts-— cm to, into, s>i s to?i imfros m^ntn httov'wt > 00 , 680 , *6,ooo 

TOJ *^,66*1 I 4$ 4¥ 4Tfr TOT? 4Tt£ TO ’TOR TOT! TCICf I TOT? CUTS qrfafc—TOWIT 

4T S fa* 3 rt*m toi tot? mron 8 * 1 , 6*16 $ 8 b,o $6 tot* mr$ st 9 to tori 4 finrY *tfar- 
TOR tot? mn^tn 6%,ooo tots <tt tot? cto to? sn fro tot froTOt to froto tot? 

TO WO? C*3?1 5TTTOF I tTO TOT? ?f?T3 TOPTlCf? TOT? - TO, ?*£ tfcfTO, C?M TO *9 
* 0 

TOFTC l* TTTT! TO TOl wfclTOT vt T*l TOC? I *TtffTO* TOtT? CTO *TT*/T^ $TO 

fr^I* 4IT C?t?fJpfi TOfsfal ?RI *PW ?TO W?T3 v tt:ffTO?* TOTCT TOT? •JCTOfl 

fm ^l f THH IT TOt^fa* 8fTO*?ri I*tTO 60,66*1, H?,kr06 4*T 8b, >06 I Y'ftCffTOf? 

TOTOH 3 f???TTO TOT? 8? TOR 3 8b TOT? TOTOTT? $TO 4? 4¥ll» TO? (T$I| ?C?0| 1 

TOTTOI TOTO] ffcffltfT 5 tffc *ft TO'*M ¥*! ?¥* ?? I Ttf* WRIT TORT* TTOT 

C^9i TO* w, ifo s ?Tf% TO?ttfT, 3t c?c? 4t TOJfaT s delimitations? TOT 

f V ®Tto 7C3 TO? (TOl f?tHR] TTO I 

Mr. SPEAKER s Y our time it) up. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA RAY : One minute Sir, 4 tto stou to? vci TO*c? CTO- 

OR TTOC? TO TO TO*? TOTO ?CTOffTOT, CVl-facrtT* Tf TOT I TOR RJpTO STfcl iftfot 

fcro? f«fe t#?, ?? uto.ttr $to, ?i $? tot-- $to i <rto? 60 , ooo cto *c?t* c? totct 

TOT? TO f*T? C?TO CTO CTO CTO ?1 TOfr? ?*TfC** fa ?N fafa »T3 TOT? 31 Ttf* JTO5 
*ttf? ?1 I ?flfl >T*TOTT W-JtTO TTO1 C? 3r*l 4* C? CT!*T? f*TW *rfTOrfcl TOCS? 31? sftTO 
tot! 4?; TOR rjTR T?R I 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI: I wish lu dittcuHH the dinaster 
that overtook the pilgrims at Diainoml llarlmur. The (iau^ana^ord mein 
is famous and pilgrimage held every year on tlu* last day of the Bengali 
month Pons at the confluence of the Gunge* and the Bay of Bengal. 
The place i* vwted every year by tens ot thousands of pilgrims ironi all 
over India. The meht is managed and arrangements are made by the 
Government and the 24-Parganas Jhstriet Board jointly. This year 
arrangements were made with joint steumei companies of tiie I.G.N. and 
R.S.N. to carry the pilgrims to the meld . They ennstrueted two jetties 
at Diamond Harbour, two wooden jetties, for the embarkation and 
disembarkation of pilgrims. On 12th January, embarkation of pilgrim* 
was proceeding by the southern jetty when the first accident happened 
at 11 a. in., and Id pilgrims were killed and 2d were seriously injured. 
The accident happened by the breaking of the railings df the jeti.v . 
Thereupon the executive authorities as well as the steamer companies 
were given warning and were repeatedh requested to stop embarkation 
and not to allow embarkation hj the second jettv, which was suspected 
to be a weak structure, but it was not heeded to. Kmbarkution by the 
second jetty started according to their plan. In helplessness and 
desperation the local leaders approached the Subdivisionul Officer, but 
before he could do anything the second accident happened by the collapsing 
of the gangway of the second jetty and breaking of its railings. Thi* 
time it was not 13, but 143 pilgrims were killed outright and <V> seriously 
injured. Sir, the ghastly tragedy aroused resentment and sensation in 
thd pubic mind and in the press. The ghastly tragedy is unique in its 
nature, it is unique in the history of pilgrimage in the history of India. 
There was a universal demand from the public as well as the press to 
institute a thorough enquiry of a judicial nature. 

Mr. NIHARENQiJ DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Sir, on a point of order. 
Ho Hon'ble Minister appears to* be listening to the speech. There seems 



DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


[25th Sept., 


280 

to be some conference and commotion going on round a police officer. 
We should like to know what it is about? There is a police officer inside 
the House. 

Kir. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: We want to know the subject matter 
of their discussion. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Because I do not follow 
what the honourable member has been saying. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, Sir. 
If the Hon’ble Minister does not seem to be following the speech, how 
will ho reply. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. The Parliamentary Secretary is 
present and is listening to the speech. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA BHANDAR! : Therefore a competent 
tribunal should have been appointed for determination of compensation 
to be paid to the relatives of the deceased as well as the injured. But 
that is not to be, for it was at, the time of section 93 Government. It 
appeared in the Press report, some time ago that the Commissioner of 
the Presidency Division was enquiring into the matter. That will not 
do even it it be a fact, because the Government itself is one of the parties 
considered responsible foi the tragedy and one ot its officers cannot and 
should not therefore sit in judgment where its own conduct is in question. 
This incident does not concern Bengal alone, but the whole of India. 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit, but was allowed 
one minute more to conclude. » 

Sii, it is of all-India importance, because most ot the victims were 
pilgrims— 120 out of 143 — and came from all other provinces of India; 
and it is in the fitness of things that Government should do justice by 
appointing an Enquiry Commission as the honour of Bengal is involved 
because Bengal was in the position of a host of pilgrims from other 
provinces, and it*is up to the Government of India to appoint a Commission 
of Enquiry. 

Mr. GOBINDA LAL BANERJEE:: Mr. Speaker, Sir, within the 
short time at my disposal, it will not be possible for me to deal squarely 
with the subject. 1 shall therefore make my obseivation in a general way. 

Sir, the most encouraging feature of tliLs year's Budget is that the 
Government is going to spend 52 crores of rupeees for, say, the good of 
the province of Bengal, hut the most disappointing aspect of it is that 
this huge sum of money of this wretched province will be drained away 
through a leaky and absorbing system and the people who expectantly 
stand at the other end of the system will get nothing, but drops which 
evaporate in the heat of their want and privation. Why this happens? 
Sir, this happens, because of the nature of administrative machinery 
°f the Government. It has been admitted from all sides that the « 
Administration is corrupt, inefficient, top heavy and tainted with 
tSDmnnuialism, and all that. So when this huge sum of money if going 
to be spent in the name of poor and famishing Bengal through suck an 
administrative machinery, it can have no other purpose than to make 
the machinery ignore corrupt, more inefficient and more dishonest. The 
Ministry lias not been able to set up an ideal for the General Admimfctra- 
tijpn of the province. It has only laid down a formula for recruitment 
to Services. I mean, the communal ratio. It has administered a deadly 
injection of communalism into Services. It has consciously and in a 
planned way encouraged corruption, bribery and all those unpardonable 
▼ices. The other day the Premier had to confess that in one caae be 
interfered with the operation ef law in Park Street thana- — * 
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The Hon’We Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: No, he did not. 

Mr. COBINDA LAL BANERJEE: But he had no apology for it and 
le has not the worth in him to realise that one such interference by hint 
aeans hundred such interferences hv others and that will he done by 
ff^ring bribes. The Communal Ratio in Services has not in the least 
m proved the lot of the Mussalmans. If the Muslim l*eague Ministry 
eally desired to ameliorate the condition of Muslim masses, they could 
five them more roads, free education, more tanks for drinking water, 
ree hospitals and better hygienic condition. Since the beginning of 
British rule the authorities have been trying to train up the 
fficiuls as Sahibs. They gave them their costume, their language, 
heir fashions and their mode of li\ing. That model still persists in 
pite of t lie competency of the Ministry to set up a different model that 
its in our poor, unfortunate, but beloved provinee. Government thinks 
hat efficiency of administration cun be increased and corruption removed 
>y, increasing ihe salary and the number of officials, but unfortunately 
he disease is elsewhere. It has not been able to infuse a spirit of 
lervice in the administration. We have seen Premiers and Ministers 
>f other provinces. When they draw as their salaries in hundreds, our 
Premier and his colleagues draw in thousands and they do not feel shame 
n making perfection of their dress in English fashion and their demeanour 
s sucli that they find no moral sanction in them to set up a model of 
limplicify and service before the administrative system. 

Sir. I am referring to all these, because it lias its hearing upon 
expenditure of the Provincial administration Government should have 
iet up a standard of living for its officials, high and low, and in the 
mse. it could give more attention and care to low-paid Government 
lervants whose miseries have almost become proverbial. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Bancrjee, are you speaking on cut motions 
Nos. 47 mid 4N? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: No, Sir. He is speaking on the 
main demand. 

Mr. COBINDA LAL BANERJEE: Then, Sir, the desirability of 
the separation of judiciary from the executive has not, I think, been 
doubted. The Government may find it difficult to carry that into 
effect. But this fact cannot give the Government sanction for tolerating 
tbe glaring evils that result from the very nature and tempera- 
ment of the officer who holds the two at one and the same time. One 
1.0. S. officer who earned his notoriety as the District Magistrate of 
Jessore and then of Midnapore was charged with malicious prosecution 
of one Alfred Morris Dean, and the Hon’ble High Court after going 
through this case convicted and sentenced him to a fine. And such an 
officer is »ow tolerated in such a responsible post as the Director of 
Agriculture. * 

< At this stage the member reached the time limit.) 

With these observations, Sir, I oppose the main demand. ’ 

Mr. SERAJUDDIN AHMED : Mr. Speaker, Sir, n f rft f* fattl 

rin **r iLttt-t "ft? wm tfvj (V *1 rtSifr mra re* rwr roci i rft rrtfiw 

tsi vector* n x mr* wrvm* tot wr? err* to* famr ♦tmr 

*n i fV w HT 8 Os few w *<■ c3 ? ’ftm «ri r n wwi f*r*r- 

m itta i 4t TO tsft *fa «trr*, yzvrcit TOrrera fan to, 

wtw itnfi fn infofe r cro wmt vtw fa%i *TTO ^ i wm n*{ ft* 
to toe* ; wrtffa aw *i i wnft to ikh cron r 
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cto & tohmi 4$ *7T«trnnr cwc3 r, Q wisry fafani 4k^*i i c^^^iud 

cwtn fa%* 5R ; cs\ wmm nn cto frorct i iqw, ^t«- 


Mf. SPEAKERS You should address the Chair and not 

Mr. 8ERAJUDDIN AHMED : Mr. Speaker Sir, & *Ksn ^sn ; & *1^ 

C. R. Das 4* *t^i % i fas TO ort C. R. D&sw Srosi 4V S vi- 

ffflil C^fTO ? TOP?! wwt 3T<T5 ^[T5, TO ^rTT3 ; 4TO fa CTOT CTO 9 fTZT s f^ r f JffTO I 

(noise and disturbance ) m 4 TO fa ? 4 TO. 5 «f fro S?*fhtf wsc* *rrra TOT* 
TO*fs?n wf^nf ^i Mr. Speaker, *nfir 4 $ 1 TOf* faTOi c* ^T’TJTtrfS 

WC^TToP'f ’ifalt 4$ 7PR TO \5tTO TO*1 TO i]fTO OK^> ’ttfa I 57P5 ’TO C*t TO TO? ] 
<iHTC*T TO *ifaarc C®r*fS> 1 TOf* leader ii^cR officers? to W TOop 
c^rtS 'sf^fattro 1 cs* *r ta ? wtfa ipF«n ■^f^'pTttro faroi **T 5 i <? 1 leader 

TOTtro Muslim ^rf%* cro, Bengal 43 to cto ’ittfas *Tfa 1 irrfri to^titto 

sto ^1 1 3 tus fa TOfe ’ a **t*faiw (?\ $mro to c^, *i TOr* to*i 4 to£ TOfar 
cro cwr eft* faro, Ernst's csro eft* fare* 1 TO tototo, Mr. Speaker, **tfa 
4 $ TOT 31 C* TO*TCTO 4 S 1 C* general administration *3^ to* faj CTO ^rtre 1 : *tfa 
4&1 *TOi 1 *Ufa 4 *ef* faftfc ftTO officers **re $c*fa c* retroi 4 t c* Govern- 
ment 43 ^roesn, *3 officer rc*c§ TOi c^fa* c^lc* Governmentcs 

payment frea *j*re <om *e*rei c^fa^r cto csfroi c* ’ retroi vri fr^, 
si Christian: =n c^S , c^ii ^rmrwi e?n 1 fa? to c^fe ^1 , 4 H 4 $ Govern- 
ments officered ;<f facTT v\ fa?T * 71 , enf communalismij^ fo 3 ?i fro 

TO 05 I Mr. Speaker, =ttoi 

Mr. SPEAKER: Time is over, please take your seat. 

Mr. 8ERAJUDDIN AHMED : One minute. Sir, ^jfa TOtc-v 

*rcrofc ^5^:^ 1 TOr? leaders it*l c*J |Tram Co ^fa? 

¥TO CTOfat^, TOf^C’R c*i Tram Co. nationalise ¥TO1, “51 fTO resolution 
*fH TO TOfa^f fa I TO TO w c^r-i 7’c^n ^11 ^Tfa m-Ttfaf w 

take up TO fro 4 P 1 nationalise 1 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Your time is up. Please take your seat. 

Mr. MANORANJAN DHAR: Sir, with the fullest sense of responsi- 
bility I am tfoing; to fling a series of allegations against the 
Subdi visional Officer of Kishoregunj which 1 am prepared to substantiate 
before any itnpartial tribunal, il set up to enquire into his conduct. 


Sir, bis perverse conduct came up for criticism on the floor of this 
House more than once in the past. In the month of February, 1945, his 
moral character was also put into question on the floor of this House. 
1 do not know it thereafter the stigma to his character has been removed. 


u 11 '. , vo I' k | M,w ' ariou * “negations had been made before the 
Dutuct Magistrate by the public of Kishoregunj and the Diatrict 
Mftgistuite enquired into them and his clear finding wag that the people’, 
gmyance. regarding the conduct of this SuhdiviLnal Officer w^ very 
real, genuute and well-founded. Sir, instances of his interefering wiS 
the administration of justice are many. Only the other day a c as e 

mean 1 S? " hl the W'li^ of ^.vinensingh Observed clearly 
,U whlok Ahalyasundari was the complainant— that 
Wi™ ^ : was intent on deliberately bringing*^ the ad min i^ 

f.r'T 1Dt0 , dls( '” ,rl ‘t- As the time is very short. I am going to 

^ir.tr^ohte^*L ag "" S ‘ h > I*”! 1 j h °P e ln the interest oHaS 
Mmimstratioh this will be pnanpUy looked into so that the culprit the 
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Subtii visional Officer himself can also find an opportunity of exculpating 
himself from the charges. 1 hope Government will take immediate steps 
to institute an impartial enquiry into his conduct am} pending the comple- 
tion of the enquiry, 1 hope the Government will ttnie steps forthwith for 
bis removal from that subdivision, nay, from the district. 

Here is the charge-sheet. The Subdivisional Officer has autocratically 
foisted the multi-purposes co-operative societies upon the unwilling 
people of Kishoreganj, completely ignoring the vehement opposition of 
the consuming public of all colours h\ sheer abuse of power as the 
administrative head of the subdivision and by resorting to coercive 
methods. 

Government control of various essential necessities bus been made a 
ready weapon in the hands of the Subdivisional Officer to thrust on the 
people' whatever he would like to. 

On occasions he adopted repressive measures even to suppress any 
voice of opposition and criticism against his pet and motivated scheme 
of multi-purposes societies. 

In selling shares of the societies, drastic and high-handed measures 
were resorted to, such as issuing notices to main respectable persona 
thereby threatening prosecution and harassing them for months together 
without disposal of cases till the\ would give undertaking to support 
the multi-purposes societies and bu> shares. There are hundreds of 
instances where rationees who could not afford to purchase shares were 
denied the supply, for several months at a stretch, of controlled articles 
like cloth, kerosene, salt, sugar, etc., which tlu\> were entitled to get 
under the lationing and control scheme of the Government which was 
thus defied by the Subdivisional Officer with impunity. 

Shareholders wen* not given their Ouie scripts under his guidaucr and 
instructions. 

Man} educational institutions have been forced by him to buy shares 
on denial of rations like salt, kerosene and cloth (vide orders, dated 23rd 
May lb-lb and 30th May 1 > 

He has allowed communal considerations to vitiate the whole system 
of supply and distribution there through his indecent manoeuverings in 
the multi-purposes societies dominated everywhere by the unscrupulous 
Onion Hoard members and Presidents. 

People of had repute and of scandalous anti-social character and 
known profiteers and hlack-maiketeers have been taken into confidence 
ami management and have been included in the executive committees of 
the societies, all members whereof are nominated by the Subdivisional 
Officer, the elective method being quite foreign to that scheme. He never 
entertains any complaint against any of the members. 

His interference has rendered the Food Committees formed under the 
Government scheme practically non-existent and useless. 

He has so bungled the monopoly business of the multi -purposes 
societies throughout the subdivision that people are constantly faeed 
with various difficulties, because of non-supply of essential things Conse- 
quent upon the societies’ inability to purchase due to paucity of funds at 
their disposal. 

He is directly and indirectly encouraging corruption, bribery, profiteer- 
ing and nepotism to the detriment of the poor people’s interests. Now, 
some 60 criminal cases are pending against the Secretaries and other 
authorities of the societies for defalcation, etc. 

Many cases of profiteering, etc., were reported to the Subdivisional 
Officer, but no action whatsoever was taken by him. 
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The Subdivisional Officer by different orders and instructions 
encourages the multi-purposes societies to take to profiteering by urging 
the societies to sell controlled articles at a rate much higher than the 
controlled one, e.g., 'kerosepe^-when the rate in tins was Rs. 5-L per 
tin, the multi-purposes Societies and the Central Bank under written 
authority of the Subdivisional Officer sold them at Rs. 7-5 per tin. 
It was so charged and realised from the Kishoreganj municipality even, 
about which written complaints were made to the Superintendent of 
Police and Enforcement Branch authorities. „B.O.Q. authority also moved 
in the matter, but no action was taken. The price-rate of kerosene per seer 
was reduced by one anna (ride District Magistrate’s memorandum 
No. 3102(6'), dated 4th October 1944). But under Subdivisional Officer’s 
instruction multi-purposes societies were selling kerosene up till' Pith May 
1949 for 1 year 8 months at the old higher rate thus making an extra profit 
for kerosene only sold in tins (taking $,U00 tons to be the minimum monthly 
consumption) of Rs. 1,00,000; but no excess price was charged for kerosene 
sold to Government officers in tins. 

S salt . — Instead of controlled retail price ot three annas six pies per seer, 
it was sold at four annas per seer for a long time thus profiteering to the 
extent of Rs. 25,000. 

Yam . — Yarns are supplied b> weavers by multi-purpose societies who 
are to deliver produced goods on getting labour charge. The society 
sell those cloths at an extra profit of Rs. 1-8 -or more for each piece of cloth 
at the expense of the poor weavers. 

Paddy. — 08,000 uiaunds of paddy meant for relief in Nikhli area were 
unnecessarily distributed through multi-purpose societies by giving 
them 3 annas per maund commission. It was complained that the said 
paddy went into black-market within the knowledge of Subdivisional 
Officer. Enquiry was made. Result is still unknown thus indicating 
whitewashing. 

Corrugated iron-sheets. -Selling at much higher late than (he controlled 
rate by Central Bank who purchased this advantage at the cost of 
Rs. 70,000 for buying shares of multi -purposes societies. Now though 
decontrolled through Subdivisional Officer s manipulation, its supply (very 
much short of needs) is monopolised by multi-purposes societies and Bank 
of Eastern Pakistan, another strange institution created under Subdivisional 
Officer’s unholy patronage without any capital except the Subdivisional 
Officer's grace. 

(At this stage the honourable member reached his time-limit, hut one 
minute was allowed to him.) 

Application of the Eastern Bengal Pakistan Bank for food licence 
being rejected by the Procurement Department, the Subdivisional Officer 
has given them certain unseemly latitude in the matter of conducting food 
business even thereby allowing them to earn thousands of rupees. Tnough 
black-marketing through the Bank of Eastern Pakistan was detected and 
reported to the Subdivisional Officer, no action was taken. 

The Subdivisional Officer h&s caused the multi-purposes society to 
illegally deprive many rationees of their legitimate dues of olotn by 
suddenly ordering that old ration cards were to be changed for new ones, 
where arbitrary entries were found as to be — “no balance of doth quota’*. 

The Subdivisional Officer while persistently neglecting his own functions 
has usurped to a great measure the duties ana responsibilities of the 
Subdivisional Food Controller t who is Sitting there as a mere figure-head 
to enjoy a big salary. ^ 7 

(At this stage the honoumbie member having reached his time-limit 
resumed Us seat.) 
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, Mr. R. A. COMES: Mr, Speaker, Sir, I would draw^the attention of 
government to the matter of recruitment of the members of the Indian 
Christian, coinmunity to the public services under the Government of 
BengaL There is no reservation* for Indian Christians as a separate 
community. The community has to look for its chances in the joint 
reservation for “others” — a term denoting the non-Muhammadan, non- 
scheduled caste members. In actual ' practice, these “others” are 
usually other than the Indian Christians. The latest example is found 
in the list Of lawyer Magistrates, Tlie\ number nearly a hundred, but 
there ia not a single member of the Indian Christiun community in the 
list, although to my knowledge there arc several well (nullified eligible 
candidates. 1 trust Government will hasten to rectify this discrepancy. 
The Indian Christian community would 1 m* prepared to waive the 
demand for reservation if the other -communities would agree. Hut so 
long as there exists reservation for some of the communities, the Indian 
Christians vehemently protest against the use of that reservation for 
the purpose of their exclusion. The problem of recruitment should also 
be considered in the light ot the bigger problem of unemploy- 
ment. The Indian Christians aie an educated, but working class 
community. By no means can they be called a business community. 
Whereas the major communities by virtue of their bold on the commercial 
world can freely accommodate members of their community ia 
commercial service, Indian Christians can find no such accommodation. 
Entries in the commercial firms are a matter of favour for Indian 
Christiana from other communities and such entries may become 
increasingly difficult, if the threatened economic boycott resulting from 
communal fear materialises. Viewed in this light, sufficiently weighted 
reservation in the public services for Indian Christians is necqiSury, 
just and equitable. In this respect the Government of Bengal may 
consider the better treatment dealt out by the Government of India. It 
has also been reported to me by members of the Indian Christian 
community in public service that in the matter of promotion and transfer 
their rightful claims are sometimes subordinated to suit the convenience 
of the members of the present governing communities, Government 
should keep a vigilant eye so as to ensure that members of this community 
are not unjustly treated. 

Turning to the question of Internal Security of the province, I think 
that the formation of the Peace Committees is a move in the right 
direction. But it would be futile to expect of them any tangible work 
if they are left in the beggarly position of preuching saints. It is desirable 
to invest them with some powers and prestige. Government 
should study the advisability of investing them with some degree of 
magisterial power so as to afford them the opportunity of discharging 
some of the functions of English Justices of the Peace. The Committee 
should have the advice and guidance of a group of expert educationists 
and social psychologists. It would be all for the best if a part of the 
problem of internal security could be separated from the department of 
Home and placed in charge of a separate department . The function of 
this department would be to supervise e\ery piece of legislation and 
Government order from the point of view fff communal harmony and to 
control press and public expression and carry out the duty of initiating 
legislation and incurring expenditure solely designed to promote communal 
harmony. 

At all events it is necessary to reckon with the fact that communal 
harmony in Bengal has suffered a destruction on a volcanic scale. Out 
of this destruction evenone concerned should learn a lesson that 
we may not have to learn over again and that lesson is that if we are not 
prepared to destroy communal hatred, cOtomunal hatred is surely 
prepared to destroy to. It would be multi-headed obstinacy on the part 
of Government to refuse to take this or that step simply because- similar 
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utep in not being, , taken in other provinces. This is tantamount to say 
that Government would not prevent, crimes in this province, because 
other provinces are not taking steps to prevent their crimes. It is nothing 
short of perversion of democratic party Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It seems that we will not be able to finish this 
demand to-day, because there are a few members who want to speak 
and the Hon’ hie Thief Minister will have to give an exhaustive reply. 
(Tm. Hon'mmc Mr. H. S. Suhaawardy: Not exhaustive.) The tramcara 
will stop at half past five and there is no other means of communication, 
i w'unt to know whether the honourable members would like to continue. 
(Cries of “No, no”.) 

Mr. MIHIR LAL CHATTOPADHYAYA: Sir, I want to say one word 

in connection with the cut motions moved. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Then you want to continue the discussions. You 
will finish in one word; another gentleman will want to finish his speech 
in two w f ords, and third in three w r ords. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, I won t take much 

time of the House. I would like to say something not only regarding 
motions that have been moved, hut also about the motions that have not 
/been moved. These relate to some of the important grievances which 
the honourable members entertain. Although 1 do not think that much 
good will come out of the, discussions on the floor of this House, I shall 
he most happy if honourable members will communicate their views to 
me and I shall look into the matter. Sir, take the case of Hatiya and 
Sandwip. J am aware of the difficulties of communication there. I 
have already taken some steps in that behalf. If the honourable member 
representing those islands will communicate his views to me I 
shall tell him what the difficulties are and how we propose to surmount 
them. So, this will also apply to the various other cut motions which 
they have not been able to move. 1 think the contact between myself 
and the honourable members, although tlu\\ are sitting on the opposite 
side of the House, will be much closer than before and that they w T ill not 
feel that this Ministry is hostile to them. 

Sir, it has been suggested by an honourable member that the Ministers 
have no constructive suggestions to offer regarding planning. It is 
rather regrettable that after all these years of public service, we should 
at this stage he absolutely devoid of any idea or any conception of the 
needs of the Province. I think, Sir, if the honourable member looks 
at the programme which 1 outlined when I assumed ' office of Chief 
Minister, he will find much there which will give food for thought and 
will also clear up any misconception that he may hu\e in his mind. 

Sir, there is a plan called the 5-year plan, as all honourable members 
know, which is estimated to cost its. 100 crores. The honourable 
member suggests that this will come out of the Congress fund and the 
Congress will be the buttress of this fund. Unfortunately that is not so. 
Ks. 09 crores was set apart for the Government of Bengal before the 
Congress Government came into power. This sum was given to us 
by the late Government in view of the backwardness of the Province of 
Bengal and on account of the fact that she has not been able to develop 
herself due to the iniquitous financial settlement under which 
she has suffered. It wae also proposed to increase this grant in order 
to enable her to make up her position. The Bengal Government will 
not lose sight of that. Then, Sir, it has also been suggested that this 
money comes out of the cofera of the Kafirs. It really comes, Sir, from 
the cultivators who produce the wealth of the country and if ultimately 
it finds its way into the coffers of Government, it does not mean that 
the money*' belongs to the Kafirs. I think, Sir, the money belongs 
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ore to the true believers than to others. There are undoubtedly aoUie 
uportant paps in that plan, notably in the industrial field and that is 
ae to the fact that the All-India and Provincial policies have not yet 
sen finally clarified. Another pap lies in the mutter of area planning 
tid the development of large scale housing, etc. Sir, necessary 
reliminary investigation is being undertaken in that connection. It 
necessary to decide on problems of major policy such as freeiiing of 
ind value, and problems affecting local bodies before the schemes to 
11 up the gaps referred to above can he taken up. 

Now, Sir, another honourable member wanted that price of jute 
lould he raised to Hs. 4(1 per maund. I am really surprised to hear a 
i ember from the opposite side making that assertion ufter the Nehru 
overnment, which he considers to he his own Government in New 
►elhi , has turned down every proposal to increase the price of jute, 
fries of “Shame, shame" from the Ministerialist Benches.) Sir, I want 
> tell the House the complete history of it. So fur as this Government 
i concerned. Government was of the opinion that the price of jute 
tiould not he controlled this >eur and that the cultivators should he 
ermitted to receive whatever price a as determined by the law of supply 
ad demand. The Government of India pressed upon us to revise our 
ul icy, hut we have refused to do so. (Mu. Dhihknihm N \UAYaN 
f u kh kkjek : When?) That was. Sir, before the Nelmi Government 
ssumed office and now after the Nehru Government came into power 
e leccived a letter hum the Government of India m which they insisted 
n the present eontrol of prices being maintained ((’lies of “Shame, 
liame" from the Tmisun Benches! and suggested that the Government 
houhl pass legislation fixing llie price at its present level. 1 hat 
.'Us due to the fact that we said that in future, we weie not prepured 
o give that power to the Government of India. The\ further suggested 
hat in ordei to see that pi ices were maintained at this level 
he\ intended to eoeiee the people heie and force the control of price 
>\ controlling expoits. and the\ were going to semi to eountries outside 
illy that jute which was purchased at controlled prices, namely, ut 
, rices at this level and the jute purchased at higher rates would* not he 
xported outside. It is ideal that the intention of the Government of 
nd in was to force the Government of Bengal to keep the price ut this 
evel ami to export jute outside. (Interruptions hv Opposition members.) 
The situation would therefore take a serious turn, so far as fin* growers 
ire concerned. The jute would t fills remain in the hand of the cultivators 
vho will he compelled to sell it at the present prices. (Interrup- 
tions. ) The Government of India— I mean the present Government, 

ind not the old one — asked us (Interruption.) (Mu. DlitltKNDBA 

V ah a van Mvkiikiwkk* When?) I think about 7 days hack, to keep the 
>rice down. We wrote to that Government to meet us at a conference 
>ver this question, because* we saw' that if they carried out this 
jolicy of coercion our cultivators would not get even the present orioe 
vhich they are getting. They are here at the present moment and we 
iTe having conferences with them. They have suggested a certain 
increase — a very small increase at that — 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJEE: Did they recommend 
iny increase and has a decision been arrived at? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No decision has been 
taken. On the other hand, I suppose honourable members do know that 
there was a meeting at Delhi presided over by Mr. C. Eajagopalacharia 
ind attended by !>r. Itajendru Prasad and other members of the Cabinet. 
There were also jute magnates like the Birlas * present in that conference, 
and there it was decided that if the price of jute was to he 
increased, it should* not be more than 2o per cent, of the present rate. 
What I am pointing out to this House is that a resolution like ft* 
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f resent one coming from the Congress Benches is nothing but mala fide . 

t is meant for political purposes only. We know what is to be done in 

a matter like this and leave that to us. (Interruptions.) 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Did any Minister or any 
representative of the jute growers attend the conference? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes. You are certainly 

not the representatives of the jute growers, you are simply the persons 
who take the money. I do say most definitely that those members who 
are supporting the Ministry are the true representatives of the people 
and they are going to suggest steps for their betterment. While' on the 
one hand we want to increase the price, the Government of India on 
the other is coercing us to keep the price down. So there will be fight 
with the Government of India on this issue, but the result will be that 
our cultivators will not get even the price which they are getting at 

present. Therefore, I think, we have to choose a middle course. 

Mf. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR. Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to tell the House whether the Bengal Government representative 
was present there? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: This conference was no 
conference at all. As u matter of fact he asked them whether it was 
a conference, and thev said that it was not a conference, but that they 
had met together and made the decision. We invited a conference, 
however, in mv room with two representatives of the Government of 
India. Formerly, the Chief Minister and two other Ministers of this 
province went and saw Sir Gurunath Bewoor, when he was the member 
in charge and placed before him the views of the Government of Bengal 
and after that we had no conference at all with I lie Government of India. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: So you allow the jute 
growers’ position to go by default. 

Th® Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 think the position is 

quite ujear. So far as we are concerned, we do not propose to attend any 
conference called by the Government of India. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: l)o we understand that due 
to the political rancour of the Government of Bengal, the Bengal jute 
growers’ interest has been sacrificed by the Bengal Government — (Loud 
noise from the Government side benches.) 

Th® Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I do not wish to refer to 
any political rancour either of the Congress or of the Muslim League 
but if you say that we have sacrificed the interest of Bengal jute growers 
on account of our political rancour, and if \ou wish to hear in reply to 
that, I must say that that charge can be definitely levelled against the 
Congress Interim Government. But 1 do not wish to level it. But if 
you qo on to do so, then I must say that due to political rancour the 
Interim Government was trying their best to bring down the price of 
jute here. 

Mr. tJOOE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Then win not accept this motion 
and strengthen your hand? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: But a countercharge does 
not absolve the Bengal Government that it has sacrificed the interests of 
the Bengal jute growers— (Loud cries from the Muslim League benches.) 

Th® Hon’bi® Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I do not want to 

impute any motive on the members of the Government of India. It i® 
not for me to say that they are doing it on account of any political 
^ ranpeur . They are doing so, because they consider that it is in th® best 
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interest# of the country, and in that connection they have to conaider 
many factors. They have to consider the effects of inflation, the fact 
of getting foodgrain# from other countries and they have got to increase 
the prices of other commodities. But if you talk of political rancour, 
then I tell you that even if any charge can he levelled against anybody, 
it cannot be levelled against us. I hope the Government of India will do 
their duty by this time. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : If Sir Gurunath Bewoor — 
(Ad this stage there was tremendous noise from the Government benches 
as well as from the Congress side in which the voices of Mr. Dutt-Marumdar 
and the Hon 'hie the Chief Minister were drowned.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 find that on the one side 
some honourable members want that the minimum price of jute should 
be raised to Us. 40 per maund and on the other side the Government of 
India says that they would keep the price down to the present level, 

1 cun tell them that the price of Rs. 40 per maund will not he accepted 
by the Interim Government which is a Government of their party — 
(Loud noise from the Congress benches.) 

A reference has been made to the Howland Committee’s report. So 
far as that report is concerned, I must confess that we have not been 
able to examine it with that care which it requires. We have not been 
very long in office and more than that we have bail to spend a pretty 
long time in formulating and discussing the development plan which wo 
consider to he of very great importance. Undoubtedly, us it has been 
pointed out that in order that this development plan may succeed, in order 
that we may spend the money allotted, the administrative machinery 
has got to he increased. We are looking into the matter and considering 
the question of increasing the number of officers and we arc also arranging 
for the building of smaller circles in order that a circle officer muv he 
able to give moie time and attention to it. 

Sir, we have taken a note <>t tin* points which have been raised by the 
member ot the European group. They are very valuable ami I can assure 
him that each point will he duly considered by our department. 

Now, Sir. a reference has been made about the pay of the Librarian 
of the Assembly Department He is an efficient person, hut unfortu- 
nately t lie pay ot tlie Lain, m, in is the pay attached to the post 
and not a pay fixed in consideration of the efficiency of the present 
Librarian. At the same time, 1 shall he glad to discuss the matter 
wiih you. Sir, to see if anything can he done. Regarding this matter, 
however, I can only say that this pay was agreed to hv the then President 
and Speaker. I need hardly refer to the other assistants, because I 
believe that the Speaker has got the right to give special allowances to 
those employees who had hepn in the Legislative Department and who 
have now got to work hard beyond office hours. But I must say thert* is 
compensation on the other *ddc as well, because for the major portion 
of year they have not got enough work to do. As regards compensation 
•for hard work beyond office hours, we do not grudge it to them if they 
really deserve it. 

As regard** the suggestion made that I interefered with the work of 
the police in one instance, I may tell them that the persons regarding 
whom I went to the Park Street station were not under arrest and 
consequently it was not necessary for me to interfere on their Viehalf. 

As regards the Subdivisional Officer of Kishoreganj most of the charges 
against him refer to the multi-purposes societies. I regret that 
I cannot agree with the honourable member’s charges against him, but 
I am prepared, if the honourable member pass those charges on to me in 
writing, to enquire into and consider them. But I may tell you that 
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this Subdivisional Officer is a pioneer in the experiment of establishing 
Consumers’ Co-operative Societies. Sir, these are things which are 
considered to be of great importance and if this experiment succeeds, I 
shall have it considered by the Registrar of Co-operative Societies 
whether instead of condemning him, he will have to be put up as a 
pioneer in that direction. Indeed l am personally in favour of the 
establishment of consumers’ co-operative societies in various parts of 
Bengal, and I think members opposite will agree with me. 

As regards Indian Christians, I wish to say this that if there are able 
men they will certainly he taken up. I do not think that any Indian 
Christian who could have passed the competitive examination has been 
turned down, because he is an Indian Christian. But I am quite prepared 
to tell the honourable member that whatever may be the stress 

that is made on the Muslims, Scheduled castes and the caste Hindus. I 
can assure the minorities in this House that so fai as this Ministry is 
concerned this Ministry will pay special attention to the minorities and 
I can say from tm position in the House that Muslims will be even 
prepared to give up some of their rights in order to see that the minorities 
are properh encouraged. This I know is the sense of our party 

and I am sure that the minorities will accept m\ bona titles so far as 
this assurance is concerned. I am sun* \ou will have to accept my 
bona tides It is nol for the purpose of getting the honourable gentle- 
man's vote. As a matter of fact, that honoutahle gentleman voted 
against us in the no-eontidenoe motions But I do know what is the 

view of this Ministry and what is the view of the part> behind this 

Ministry and I sa> categorieulh that we are iu svmpathx with them and 

we shall continue to support and encourage them in even possible manner. 

I hope that the House will pass the grant. 

The motion of Mr. Bimal (’omar (ihose that the demand of Rs. 2,72,49,000 
for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administration — General 
Administration” he reduced by Us. 100, was then put and lost 

The motion of Mr. Bhupati Majumdai thut the demand of 

Rs. 2,72,49,000 for expenditure under the head ”25 — Gcnetal Administra- 
tion-General Administration'' he reduced by Us. 100, was then put and 
lost . 

The motion of Mi. Ashutosh Malliek that the demand of 

Rs. 2,72,49,000 for expenditure under the head ‘ 25 — General Administra- 
tion —Genera l Administration” he reduced by Us. 100, was then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Mr. Kamal Krishna Hay that the demand of 

Rs, 2,72,49,000 for expenditure under the head ”25 — General Administra- 
tion — General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Mr. Charu Chandra Bhandari that the demand of 
Rs. 2,72,49,000 for expenditure under the hend ”25 — General Administra- 
tion — General Administration” he reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Rajendra Nath Sarkar that the demand of 

R«. 2,72,49,000 for expenditure under the head ”25 — General Administra- 
tion — General Administration” be reduced b\ Rs. 100, was then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Mr. Manorunjan Dhar that the demand of 
Rs. 2,72,49,000 for expenditure under the head ”25 — General Administra- 
tion-General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and 
lost. 
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The motion of Mr. Mihir Lai Chattopadhyay that the demand of 
Rs. 2,72,49,000 for expenditure under the head ‘“if) — General Administra- 
tion-General Administration" be reduced by Rs. KM), was then put and 
lost . 

The motion of Mr. Dhnnanjoy Ro> that the demand of 
Rs. 2,72, 49, (MM) for expenditure under the head "25— General Administra- 
tion — General Administration" be reduced b\ Rs. 100, was then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Mr. Haran Chandra Ghosh Chowdhun that the demand of 
Rs. 2,72,49.000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion — General Administration" be reduced by Rs. KM), was then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Mr. Ganendra Chandra Rhuttuchar jee that the demand of 
Rs. 2,72,49,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Administra- 
tion — General Administration" he reduced In Rs. 100, was then put and 
a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 68. 


Adhikari, Mr. Amulya Chandra. 
Bandyopadhaya, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
Banerjee, Mr. Gabindalal. 

Banerjee, Mr. 8usll Kumar. 

Barman, Mr. Mohlnl Mohan. 

Baiu, Mr. Hamanta Kumar. 

Batu, Mr. Jyoti. 

B bandar i, Mr. Charu Chandra. 
Bhattacharjaa, Mr. Ganandra Chandra. 
Bhattaoharjee, Mr. Munlndra Nath. 
Bhattaoharyya, Mr. 8hyamapada. 
Birtha, Mr. Bir. 

Bote, Mr. 8atish Chandra. 
Chakraborty, Mr. Banoda Chandra. 
Chattopadhyaya, Mr. Mihir Lai. 

Oat Gupta, Mr. Sureth Chandra. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Da, Mr. Kanai Lai. 

Dhar, Mr. Manoranjan. 

Dolui, Mr. Harandra Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Outt-Mazumdar, Mr. Nlharandu. 
Ganguii, Mr. Bapln Bahari. 

Gayen, Mr. Arabinda. 

Ghose, Mr. A. K. 


Ghota, Mr. Bhnat Comar. 

Ghosh Chowdhury, Mr. Haran Chandra. 
Guha Roy, Dr. Protap Ohandra. 

Gupta, Mr. J. C. 

Mahanty, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Maiti, Mr. Nlkunja Bahari. 

Majhi, Mr. Nlahapati. 

Majumdar, Mr. Bhupati. 

Mai, Mr. Itwar Chandra. 

Maliiok, Mr. Athutosh. 

Mandil, Mr. Annadapraaad. 

Mandal, Mr. Bankubahari. 

Mukherji, Mr. Dhirendra Narayan. 
Panja, Mr. Jadabendra Nath. 
Pramanlk, Mr. Puma Chandra. 
Pramanik, Mr. Rafant Kanta. 

Ray, Mr. Kamal Krishna. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Roy, Mr. Harandra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran 8ankar. 

Barker, Mr. Prafulla Ran|an. 

Sen, Mr. Debendra Nath. 

8en, Mr. Satindra Nath. 

Ben Qupta, Mrs. Nellie. 

8inha, Mr. Btmai Chandra. 


NOES — 18*. 


Abdul Ahad, Dr. 

Abdul Awal, Mr. 

Abdul Aziz Munahi, Mr. 

Abdul Haftz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hal, Maulana. 

Abdul Hakim Mia, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampurt, Mr. Md. 
Abdul Halim, Mr. Molla Mohammad. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Hannan, Mr. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Khaleque, Mr. 

Abdul Mannan, Mr. Fakir. 

Abdul Momin, Mr. 

Abduilahet Baqui, Mr. Md. 

Abdur Rahman, The Hon’ble Mr. 
A. F. M. 

Abdur Rahman Khan (alias Nuru Mia), 
Mr. 

Abdur Raiehid Mahmeod, Mr. 

Abdur Rashid, Maulana Khondkar. 
Abdut Babur Khan, Mr. 

Abdut Salam, Mr. McU 
Abul Kalam Shamsuddbi, Mr. 

Abut Masud, Mr. Kazi. 


Ahammad All, Mr. Mir. 

Ahmed Ail Mrldha, Mr. 

Ahmed Hosain, The Hon’ble Mr. 

Ahmed Kabir Chowdhury, Mr. 

Akbar All, Maulvi. 

Ali Ahmed Khan, Mr. 

Anwara K ha tun, Mrt. 

Arif Chaudhury (Dhanu Mia), Mr. Md. 
Asan Ali Muktear, Mr. 

Azizur Rahman, Mr. 8yed. 

Badtuzzaman Muhammad llias, Mr. 
Bafatuddin Talukdar, Mr. A. K. M. 
Barman, Mr. Haran Chandra. 

Barury, Mr. Dwarka Nath. 

Emaduddin Ahammad, Mr. 

Eskandar Ali Khan, Mr. 

Fazlul Karim, Mr. 

Fazlul Qadlr, Mr. 

Fazlur Rahman (Mymonslngh), Mr. 
Failur Rahman (Noakhalf), Mr. 
Gladding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Gomes, Mr. O. 

Hablbul Huq, Mr. 8yed. 

Heftzuddin Choudhurl, Mr. 

Hastan All, Mr. 
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Natan Ally, Khan Sahib. 

Haywood, Mr. R. 

Hu tan Art Begum, 
lilts All Molfa, Mr. 

Kabir Ahmed Choudhury, Mr. 

Khairat Hoeealn, Mr. 

Khuda Bukhih, Mr. Md. 

Lutfar Rahman, Mr. Dewan. 

Madar Bux, Mr. 

MaAzuddln Ahmed, Mr. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur, 8yed. 
Mahammad Owals, Mr. 

Mahammad 8ayeed Mia, Mr. 

Majfbar Rahman, Maulvl. 

Malik, Dr. A. M. 

Mandal, The Hon’ble Mr. Jogentfra Nath. 
Martuza Reza Chowdhury, Mr. 

Matlduddln Ahmed (alias Raja Mlah), 
Mr. 

Mazharul Haque, Mr. Abu Taiyab. 

Mobarak All Ahmed, Mr. 

Mohammed All, The Hon’ble Mr. 

Morrlet, Mr. I.F., O.B.E. 

Mozammel Hoseain, Dr. 

Mudatiir Hoeealn, Mr. 

Muhammad Hablbullah Chaudhury, Mr. 
Muhammad Idrle, Maulvl. 

Muhammad lehaque, Mr. 

The Ayes being 50 and the Noes 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. 
Rs. 2,72,40.000 he granted for expe 
Administration — General Administruti 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The remaining 
tomorrow. 


Muhammad Quaeem, Maulana Haji. 
Muhammad Qumruddin, Mr. 
Muhammad Rukonuddin, Mr. 
Muhammad Siddique, Dr. Syed. 
MuzafTar Rahman Choudhury, Mr. 
Nawab All, Mr. 

Nazir Hoeealn Khandkar, Mr. 
Nurazzaman, Mr. 

Oeman Gani, Khan Sahib Md. 
Paniruddln Ahmed, Mr. 

Pentony, Mr. L. R. 

Ray, Mr. Nagendra Narayan. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Serajal Haque, Mr. 8yed. 

Serajuddin Ahmed, Mr. (Midnapore). 
8crajti(*cHn Ahmed, Mr. (Galbandha). 
8erajul lelam, Mr. 

8hamsuddin Ahmed, The Hon’ble Mr. 
8hamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 
8hamsuddin 8fkdar, Mr. Md. 
8harfuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

8tark, Mr. A. F. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 
Tafazzal All, Mr. 

Wilkinson, Mr. G. 

Yusuf Hoseain Chowdhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Mr. 


)2. the motion was lost. 

H. S. Suhrawardy that a sum of 
liture under the head “25 — General 
n“ was then put and agreed to. 

demand for giant stands over till 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 5-45 p.m. till 2 p.in. on Thursday, 
the 26th September, 1046, at the Assembly House, (’alcntta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
26th September, 1M6, at 2 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ hie Mr. Ncrvl Amin) in the Chair, 7 Hon'ble 
Ministers and 192 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Construction of cheaper houses in Calcutta. 

*54. Or. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: pi) Will the llon'hle 

Minister in (barge of the Department of I«ocul Self-Government be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact — 

(/) that alter the last census in 1941, the population of Calcutta has 
risen from 2b lakhs to 40 lakhs; 

ui) that due to luek of aeeommodation people are being huddled together; 

(i/i) that this condition continuing an epidemic of a very serious nature 
is likely to happen ; and 

(tv) that duo to shortage and excessive price of building materials very 
few new houses an* being constructed in the city? 

(h) If the answer to (o)(/r) is in the affirmative, will the Hou’ble Minister 
he pleased to state what step*, he has already taken or proposes to take to 
relieve congestion in the city bv making const met ion of new houses cheaper 
and easier? 

(r) Has the Government any plan to undertake any such construction 
itself ? 

{< / ) Jf so, will tin* Hou’ble Minister In* pleased to state the nature of the 
plan and when it is likely to be executed? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 8ELF. 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali): (a)(i) The population 
of Calcutta has risen from 1,12*1, 790 in 19-41 to 2,070,619 in 1941, according 
to the Census Reports. 

(ii) There is a dearth of aeeommodation in the city. 

(iii) Overcrowding and consequent unhealthy surroundings foster out- 
breaks of epidemics. 

(ir) Yes. 

(b) Control of bricks has been lifted. The Government of India have 
been moved to lift petrol rationing and thereby to make transport cheaper, 
as well as to counter hoarding by cheeking stocks of steel, especially section 
steel. 

• (c) Proposals for rehousing of hunter dwellers, industrial labourers, and 
the middle class population are under examination. 

(d) The proposals include erection of quarters for industrial labour by 
employers with Government assistance: building of workers’ tenements in the 
city; building of suburbs or satellite towns; and renovation of existing 
dwellit»g8_by landlords. The agencies to be employed will be Government, 
the Calcutta Improvement Trust, the Calcutta Corporation and private 
enterprise. 
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Mr. DEBENDRA HATH SEN: Will tlie Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state, when the examination of the proposals is expected to be completed, 
and when actual work is going to be taken up? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The examination of many pro- 
posals has been completed and we have started work. But all the proposals 
nave not yet been examined ; most of the proposals however, have been 
examined and we are now in the process of starting work. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state which of the proposals have now got the sanction of Government 
and are in the process of being translated into practice? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, if the honourable member 
will refer to answer (d) he will find that so far as provision for the construc- 
tion of tenements for the poorer classes of families are concerned, Govern- 
ment have examined the proposal of the Calcutta Improvement Trust, and 
have sanctioned about 6 lakhs of rupees as subvention, and work will be 
started very soon by the Calcutta Improvement Trust. So far as the acqui- 
sition of lands for our own construction is concerned, we aie starting the 
land acquisition proceedings. The first step, that is to say, proceedings 
for the acquisition of land have been taken up. and immediately we are in 
possession of those vacant lands, we shall start our construction. We have 
also set in motion our machinery for the preparation of plans and estimates 
for the construction of these tenement flats. 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Will the Jlou’ble M mister be pleased 
to state what immediate -steps he lia^ taken or proposes to take in view of 
the fuct that a large number ot Muslim bustee^ have been destroyed during 
the recent Calcutta riot, for the purpose of providing housing accommoda- 
tion to such displaced bustee dwellers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. vvc have taken that matter 
also in hand. We have a list of about 40 vacant lands, or almost vacant 
lands, and it is now proposed by Government to secure as nuiii) oi them as 
possible. We have now at our disposal over and above the quinquennial 
sanctioned amount, a sum of rupees one crore for works to be undertaken 
by the Housing Board. Before the Housing Board is constituted we pro- 
pose to acquire as many lands as possible that have been rendered vacant 
recently. In this connection we have got two schemes — one short term and 
the other loug term. So far as the short term scheme is concerned, we 
propose to take nissen huts now available from the Military and in these 
we will accommodate the displaced person;* and refugees of the last riot. 
We also propose to construct temporary huts out of the salvage materials 
available trom the Military on vacant bustee plots. They will also serve 
as a sort of short term plan for the immediate housing of displaced persons 
as a result of the last riot. I hope the honourable members will realise 
that it is not possible to start the work of construction on all available 
vacant lands. So far as our long term proposals are concerned, I have said 
that our plans and estimates are being drawn up and our construction will 
•tart as soon as possible. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Huu’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what will be the composition of the Housing Board which 
he just referred to in his last answer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 think 1 have stated on more 
than one occasion on the floor of this House that the Housing Board will 
be composed of experts. Government officials and non-officials. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: In view of the widespread 
communal distrust prevalent iu this Province, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased* to state now does he propose to ensure that the Housing Board 
will be free from any communal bias? 
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JWf. SPEAKER* That question does not arise. It is a matter of 
opinion. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUOHURY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state as to where the lands have Wen acquired for 
the short term and long term plans— in which part ot' Calcutta ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated that we 
have a list of about 40 such plots of lauds submitted by the Chairman ot 
the Calcutta Improvement Trust, and by the Mayor of the Calcutta Cor- 
poration, and by various other officers who are in charge of relief opera* 
tions. We have now asked the Land Acquisition Collector of Calcutta to 
acquire all those lauds tor us. After we have acquired we shall start our 
short term as also the long term schemes. 

Mr. FAZLUL QADIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state 
whether he is going to localise these destitute people —Hindus and Muslims* 
in the same Hat or in separate Hats. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: It is a matter of policy on which 
no decision has been arrived at. We hope to come to u decision after the 
Housing Hoard has been composed. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to say what is the number of the people he expects to In* re-housed as u 
result (a) ot the short term scheme under consideration uml (h) ot the long 
term scheme undei ronsidciation Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ;un afiai.1, 1 am unable to 
give a reply at this stage as to how man\ people we will be able to accom- 
modate as a result ot (lie short term scheme and the long term scheme, 
Tlie short term -.rhemes are of two kinds, namely, (>) buying ot nissen huts 
front the Military, and {m constructing of temporary huts out of the 
salvage materials available troin the Military. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: With ret creme to answei (</) will the 
Hoil’bh Minister be pleased to state what is the natuie ot Government 
assistance that would be available in this connection?' 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Is the Hon 'hie member referring 
to industrial labour? 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CH08E: If that kind of assistance is proposed 
to be given, yes; and if there are other forms of assistance, l want to know 
what are those for each case. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I cannot undei stand what is 
in the honourable member’s mind. Is lie referring to housing the industrial 
labour? 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Is it the intention of Government to 
give assistance to all kinds of labour? If so, then I want to know about 
the nature of assistance proposed to be given to carl, kind of labour. Hut 
if it is only in connection with industrial labour, then it is only in regard to 
that matter that 1 want to know. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We propose to give assistance 
not only to large employers but to public Uidies a** well. We have given :i 
substantial sum of Km. ">,90,000 to the Culcuttn Improvement Trust for 
building houses for bustee dwellers. If our assistance is asked for, we 
propose also to give contribution or subvention to the Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust and the Howrah Municipality, but the condition attached to 
these grants is that the plans and estimates have to be approved by the 
Government and on our approval of the scheme we give grants or subven- 
tions to a public body and similarly we are agreeable to jfive financial 
assistance to large employers in the matter of housing industrial labour. 
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Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
etate if the original consideration, namely, housing of Hindus in a Hindu 
majority area and of Muslims in a Muslim majority area will be given 
effect to in connection with the short term scheme? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, the Hon’ble Minister has already given 
answer to that. 

Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: I submit, Sir, he only referred to the 
long term scheme. He was not clear as to the immediate short term plan 
which is going to be given effect to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I have already said that that is 
a matter of policy, but no decision has been arrived at as yet by the 
Government; and so far as this policy is concerned, it will depend very 
largely on the conditions prevailing when we have these temporary 
structures available for housing. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH 8EN: With reference to answer (d) relating 
to the proposal of erection of quarters for industrial labour, is it the idea 
of Government to insist upon every employer to erect sufficient quarters so 
as to accommodate all their employees, or is it to erect houses irrespective 
of what number of employees are covered or not ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: So far as this matter is concern- 
ed, no definite programme or policy has yet been laid down. It is a matter 
in which the Government of India and the Government of Bengal a,e still 
in negotiation. We expect the Government of India to lay down certain 
principles on which the policy of housing all industiial labour can be 
carried on by the Provincial Government. But there has been some dis- 
agreement between the Government of India and the Government of 
Bengal primarily on the question of rent that will have to be charged. 
The Government of India lays down certain standard ot rent which is more 
or Ichh the economic rent, blit tbc Government of Bengal insist on a lower 
Tate, that is a subsidised rule, so that it may he more or less in conformity 
with the standard of rate at. which the labour people are at present 
accustomed to pay. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Will the Hon/ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government has formed anv estimate of the 
number of industrial workers for whom bousing accommodation is needed 
and a plan has to be formulated? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot answer this question 
because this matter is being dealt with by the Minister in charge of 
Labour. Commerce and Industries Departments. 

General eleotlon of the Bankura district board. 

•85. Mr. KANAILAL DE: <«) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Department of Dual Self-Government be pleased to state whether the 
general election to distiict hoard, Bankura, has long been overdue? 

(b) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when the next election will he held? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed All): (n) 

Yes. 

(b) The matter is under consideration of Government. 

Mr, KANAI LAL DE: Will the Hon v ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether a representation has been filed by certain members of the District 
Board? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: Yes. 
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Mr. KANAI LAL DE: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state 
whether Government is contemplating: postponing: the election at present? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: A representation has been received from a large 
number of members in this connection. 

Mr. KANAI LAL DE: Sir, my question lias not been answered. My 
question is, whether Government is contemplating postponing the election 
for the present? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: The representation i> under the consideration of 
the Government. 

Dismissal of a process-server of Contai Criminal Court. 

*56. Mr. 8URESH CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Revenue Depaitment U* pleased to state- 

la) whether he is awaie of the tai l that a process-server named Surendra 
Nath (ihosal of tin* (ontm Cmmnal Pour! has l>een dismissed from 
service on the 29th lime, 1944; 

(M what are the leasons for dismissal; and 

\c) if the reasons are sufficient fm such a dismissal under the circum- 
stances ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. 8aiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): m) Yes. 

i M The charges were insubordination and neglect of duty. 

(c) The Hoard of Revenue has since set aside the order for dismissal of 
the process-server and directed ins reinstatement in service. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DAS GUPTA : *f«t scrim f 

the Broard of Revenue fa wvvtt'T nt ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: The charge 
was msuhortlinalion. But the charge did not constitute any insubordina- 
tion because he was asked by the Subdivisioual Officer to cleanse his bicycle. 
But it was not his usual dut> , and so the Process-server did not commit any 
neglect of duty or insubordination by refusing to do that. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DAS GUPTA : Suplwnentnry question. Sir, 

VTt'TO **^5 4? vvn fa ? Process server*! Vlfv VCM vUsM 5f JR I 

iPn vsffcro vrw ?mz **,--4 *ttci cvrc circular fa hi ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H088AIN: Not at all 

necessary. 


Abolition of zamindary system of Bengal. 

*57. Mr. MOBARAK ALI AHMED: («) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Land and Land Revenue he pleased to state 
whether the Ministry contemplates the abolition of the xuiniudarv system 
of Bengal? 

(b) If the answer to ui> is in the affirmative, will the llon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

( i ) when they intend to take up the matter; and 

(ti) when the Bill is likely to be introduced in the legislative Assembly? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of LAND and LAND 
REVENUE (the Hen’bie Mr. 8afyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) Yea; 
Government have accepted in principle the main recommendation of the 
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L*nd Revenue Commission to bring the actual cultivators into direct relation 
with the State by acquiring the interests of all rent-receivers. 

(b) Necessary proposals for legislation are under consideration. Every 
attempt will be made to introduce the Hill in the next Budget Session. 

Certificate system in Khasmahal. 

•58. Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that the rent realisations by certificate system 

in khanmahal areas have been abolished or are not in vogue in all 
the districts of Bengal; 

(b) it so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why the certificate 

system still exists in Coniai subdivision : and 
(r) whether Government is considering the desirability of abolishing 
the certificate system in Contai subdivision? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a) No; 

application of the certificate procedure for realisation of rent in khasmahals, 
W'hich was suspended in April, 19-iS, was re-int induced throughout the 
Province since December, 1 94‘i. 

(b) and (r) Do not arise. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’hle Minklei he pleased 
to state, with reference to answer («), why the application of eertifieate 
procedure was re-introduced since 194*1? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Because it 
was thought necessary both in the interest of the raiyat and the Govern- 
ment. It was found that for realisation of rent if Government had to go to 
the Civil Court, then the raiyats could not retain their holdings at all. 
Generally they were saddled with costs and other things so much that they 
could not save their holdings, and consequently i< was ako found that it 
was mote quirk and so Government realisation would he better it this pro- 
cedure is followed. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the llon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state if landlords applied for certificate procedure and if they were 
granted the right of certificate during this period? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIY ED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 1 cannot 
say if they had applied. 

Murder of two young boys at Parbatipur. 

•59. Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister iu charge of the Home Department aware of a recent incident of 
murder of two young boys of l‘J and 1*1 years of age at Parbatipur? 

(b) Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the murder is con- 
nected with a class of people described as KafriP 

(c) If the above alleged murder actually happened, will the Hon’ble 
Minister bo pleased to state — 

(t) what steps had been taken to bring out the real offender or offenders 
to light ; 

(m) whether auy enquiry was made into the matter; and 

(Hi) if so, with what result? 

(<t) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether there had been lately any other murder case at Parbatipur; 
and 

(it) what steps, if any, he intends to take to stop recurrence of such acta 
* of muroer at Parbatipur? 
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Mr. ABDUL KARIM (on total! of tho Hon’Mo Mr, H. S. Mirimrty)s 

(a) Yes. 

(6) No such connection could be traced. 

( c ) A case under section 302, was started and duly investigated. 

The case remained undetec ted and a final report true under aection 302, I.P.C., 
was submitted by the Police which was accepted by the Magistrate. 
id) (t) No. 

(it) Does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Double Minister 
be pleased to state whether in connection with these murders any suspected 
persous were taken under arrest? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: No. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble Minister 

be pleased to state whether Government made any attempt to take dying 
statements from those boys? 

Mr, ABDUL KARIM: The whole case was duly investigated. I cannot 
say whether dying statements were recorded 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state whether au\ attempt was made to ascertain the where- 
abouts oi the culprits and to take* them under arrest pending investigation? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: The culprits could not he detected, 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think the answer already given < overs this question, 
because when investigation was held it means that an attempt was made to 
arrest the culprits, and then the final report was submitted which was 
accepted by the Magistrate. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state who was the officer placed in charge of conducting this 
investigation? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: 1 cannot say offhand. I want notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will the lion hie Minister 

be pleased to state whether Government deputed any special officer for thiA 
purpose or it w'as left to the ordinary officers of that jurisdiction? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: It was done by the locul polio# in co-operation 
with the military authorities. 

Irrigation projects in Dinajpur. 

•00. Mr. HA8SAN ALI: Will the Hon’blo Minister in charge of the 
Department of Irrigation be pleased to state, regarding the Dinajpur 
district — 

(a) how many irrigation projects (with a view to grow more food) have 

been extended up till now ; 

(b) how many acres of lands belonging to private persons have boon 

acquired for the purpose ami at what costs; 

(c) whether prices of these lands have been paid to the owners as yet; 

(d) if not, why not ; 

(e) what results have been achieved by means of these works; 

(/) whether any measures have been taken with regard to any of the 
irrigation works for safeguarding from any harm that might be 
done to the cultivable lands concerned; and 
(g) if not, why not? 
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minister in ohtrge of the IRRICATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman): (a) Nineteen. 

(b) Four hundred and forty-five acres at an estimated cost of Bs.l,»o,UUU. 

(c) and No. I -and acquisition proceedings have not yet been 
completed. 

(e) Amt benefited is 4,8(K) acres (approximately). 


(/) Yew, wherever considered necessary. 

(g) Does not arise. 

Mr HA88AN ALIS With reference to answer (d) will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when the land acquisition proceedings will be 


completed f 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I ask for notice I 

cannot give the answer offhand. 


Hours of work and length of holidays in Government offices. 

*81. Mr. 8. K. 8AWDAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Chief Minister’s Dejmrtment be pleased to state— 

(tt)(i) whether the recommendations of the Bengal Administration 
Enquiry Committee, 1944-45, with regard to hours of work and 
length of holidays in Go\ eminent offices have been— 

(1) accepted, and 

(2) implemented, 

( ii ) if not, why not; 

(b) what are the present hours of work in the Bengal Secretariat; and 

(c) what steps ha\e been taken to ensure that these hours of work are 

observed by all Government officers? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy): 

(<,)(?) The recommendations have been accepted with modifications and 
implemented. 

(ii) The seven-hour working day recommended by the Committee has 
been adopted but the recommendation that work in Government offices should 
i»tart at 10 a.rn. has not been accepted in view of the ver> real inconvenience 
that would thereby lie caused to the large number of assistants who are daily 
passengers and attend Calcutta offices from the suburbs. 

The number of Government holidays by executive order has been some- 
what curtailed but it has not been found feasible to abolish such holidays 
altogether as that would cause inconvenience to the litigant public who 
would lie forced to attend the courts on the days of their festivals. 

(h) The hours of work in the Bengal Secretariat are from 10-30 a.m. to 
6-ttO p.m. on week days and 10-30 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturdays. 

(c) An assistant who arrives late has to report immediately to the 
Assistant Secretary of his department and an assistant wishing to leaye early 
has to obtain the permission of the Assistant Secretary. Officers have been 
instructed to take disciplinary action against these assistants who habitually 
come late to office. ** 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKAIW: In view of the answer (ii), 
will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state if the Government think it 
desirable to introduce the Indian Standard time instead of the Bengal 
Time? 

Mr. 8. A. 8 ALIM: The matter is under the consideration of the 
Government. 
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Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how long the Government will take to make this deci- 
sion? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: I cannot give you any date but it would be done 
very shortly. 

Mr, BIMAL COMAR GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the net result of having curtailed some holidays by executive 
orders and the Government not finding it feasible to abolish these holidays? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: The point is that they are getting more days for 
work. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Have holidays been curtailed at all as 
a net result P 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: *Yes, for the benefit of Government. 

Ratio of appointment reserved for members of 8oheduled Castes. 

*82. Mr, HARAN CHANDRA BURMAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
; n charge of the Chief Minister’s Department lie pleased to state — 

(а) what is the present ratio of appointment in services for the Scheduled 

Castes in various departments of the Bengal Government and 
the actual statistics of the same; 

(б) whether the Scheduled Castes ratio in appointments is fulfilled in 

every department ; 

(c) if not, whether the vacancies are kept reserved for the Scheduled 
Castes applicants; and 

((/) if not, the reason thereof P 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhr«wardy) s 

(a) According to the Communal Ratio Rules the ratio is If) per cent. The 
actual statistics are not readily available. 

(b) Yes, as far as practicable. 

(c) and ( d ) When qualified Scheduled (’ante candidates are not available 
to fill lip posts reserved tor that community, such posts are filled up by 
members of other communities in accordance with the provisions contained in 
rule 10 of the Communal Ratio Rules. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Will the llon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state, if any Scheduled Caste candidate is not available in Bengal, 
whether it is the practice of the Government to have Scheduled Caste can- 
didates from other provinces as is often done in the case of the Muslim 
candidates P 

Mr, 8. A. 8ALIM: The usual practice is that a notification is made and 
applications are called for. If suitable candidates do not apply from out- 
side Bengal, then the rule is not observed. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Will tile llon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state if suitable candidates often do apply from oth* r provinces or notP* 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: As far as m,\ information goe*, yes. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon hie 

Minister he pleased to state whether he is aware that on the 10th June, 
1045, Mr. S. B. Bapat, Joint Secretary to the Government of Bengal, in a 
memorandum admitted that on many occasions posts reserved for one com- 
munity are given to the other community on the plea that suitable candi- 
dates are not available though actually applications are lying in the 
Writers’ Buildings P 
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Mr. 8. A. SALIM: Tea. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the 

Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps Government took or pro- 
pose to take for the infringement of Communal Ratio Rules like this? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: Government is contemplating to appoint an officer 
shortly to go into the question of the Communal Ratio Rules. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps Government generally takes when 
a post reserved for one coinift unity is being usurped by another community 
by a process like this? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: When a post is reserved for a particular community 
and (jualified candidates of that community do notatpply and have not been 
found, then according to rule 10 of the Communal Ratio Rules, the appoint- 
ment is thrown open to everybody. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: That was not my 

question. When a post reserved for a particular community is usurped by 
another community hv underhand means, then what happens? 

Mr, 8. A. 8ALIM: No information to that effect has been received by 
Government and if such a ease is brought to the notice of the Government, 
that question will he looked into. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is Government aware that in the 
Hindu society the backward communities are known as Scheduled Castes? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: Yes. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sider the desirability of giving preference to those communities? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: They come under the category of the Hindu com- 
munity and not under the category of the Scheduled Castes. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Does Government consider the 
desirability of giving preference in the matter of appointment to such 
communities when they make appointments? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM : From the quota of the Hindu community. 

Mr. BIJOY KRISHNA 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether communal ratio has been observed in the Court of 
Wards estates? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: No, Sir 

Mr. FAZLUL QADIR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
bow many da vs before the last date for receiving applications are advertise- 
ments generally given? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry I could not follow the question. 

Mr. FAZLUL QADIR: How many days before tbe last days for sub- 
mission of applications ^re advertisements given? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: As far as advertisements are eoncerned, they depend 
more or less upon the rules framed by the Public Service Commission and 
they are advertised in all the prominent papers of the province. 

Mr. A1DU8 8ABUR KHAN: What is tbe margin between tbe date of 
advertisement and tbe date of appointment? 

(No reply.) 
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Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state, if a suitable candidate for u post reserved for a particular com- 
munity is not available within the province, whether it is the Government's 
policy to import somebody from outside of that community or to throw that 
post open to other communities in the province? 

Mr. S. A. SALIM: As far as possible, attempt i8 made to get the candi- 
date from the province. If it is not found possible, then candidates apply- 
ing from other provinces are also given preference. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 


Dying rivers in Sundarban area. 

15. Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: (<i) Is the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Irrigation aware— 

(i) that the rivers in the Suudarban area of the &4-Parganas are 

gradually silting up, thus creating easy conditions for floods aud 
other problems; 

(ii) that the river Jamuna in the Basirhat subdivision of 24-Parganaa 

has almost silted up ; 

(ui) that the river Peali in the Alipore Sudar subdivision has completely 
silted up; 

(tr) that as a result of the complete silting of the Peali, extensive and 
permanent water-logging has taken place covering thousands of 
acres and laying waste valuable agricultural land; uml 

(r) that such silting up and water-logging have created unfavourable 
health conditions and helped the spread of malaria and othei 
diseases ? 

(Ij) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble Miniate] 
he pleaded to state — 

(i) whether the Government propose to make an enquiry into th< 
problem of dying ri\eia in the Sundarlmn area; and 

(u) whether the Government consider it desirable to take innnediab 
steps for reopening the channels of the .lamtma and the Peali am 
for preventing water-logging by cutting suitable diversioi 
canals? 

MINISTER in charge of the IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (Di 
Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman): ( a)(i ) No. Except the uppe 
reaches of the Peali and the Matla and some smaller channels. 

(it) Yes. 

(iit) and ( iv ) A portion of the upper reaches of the Peali river has silt© 
up. This has resulted in the drainage congestion of a part of the uppe 
basin. 

fa) The figures for malaria mortality in the Sadar, Basirhat and Diamon 
Harbour subdivisions during the 5 years 1941-45, show an increase over th 
previous quinquennium, but this increase might have been due to othi 
conditions that prevailed in the Province during that period. J am, bo* 
ever, informed that the death rate from malaria in these areas has come dow 
considerably from the beginning of 1945. Silting up of rivers and wate: 
logging have, I understand, little direct bearing on the spread of otiu 
diseases. 

' (b\ The whole matter is under investigation. After the investigation 

complete, Government would decide upon the measures to be taken for tl 

20 
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revival of the Jamuna. As lor the Peali, a scheme for its improvement is 
under investigation and model experiments are being made in the Bengal 
River Research Institute. 

Mr, BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that at many places in the Sundarbans bunds 
nave been breached because of the silting up of river channels ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Yes, I am aware of 
that. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: In view of the answer just given, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be' pleased to state if he is considering the desir- 
ability of having an extensive survey as to what rivers and what channels 
are (being silted up in this fashion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Yes, a detailed survey 
is being made. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that as a result of recent rains there has 
been very extensive waterlogging in the Sonarpur and Baruipur areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Yes, I myself went 
there. I myself have seen the place and 1 have taken steps to provide 
relief. With regard to water-logging I have consulted the Chief Engineer 
and we are devising some means as to how we can relieve the congestion ot 
water. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: With leferenee to answer (b) and 
with reference to the answer just now given by him, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if he has received any suggestions from his 
department as to how this solution of water-logging can be made imme- 
diately? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: It is being examined. 
I took the Chief Engineer with me, but be could not give me any sugges- 
tions offhand. In answer (b) the suggestion there has been made in con- 
nection with the Jamuna. With regard to the Peali at present we are 
having a model experiment in the Bengal River Research Institute. I 
think the model experiment will take about a couple of months to he 
completed, and as soon as the result of the model experiment is known, we 
Bhall be able to do something w f ith regard to this river. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: I understand that is a long term 
proposal. In view of the statement made will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is considering the desirability of adopting some short- 
term proposal for letting out the flood water that is standing in those areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I do not think any 
short-term measure will help in removing the congestion of water. At 
least that is the opinion of my Chief Engineer. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUOHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many schemes are under investigation of 
Government at the present moment and bow many years will they take to 
complete the investigation? ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER; That question does not arise, because the main ques- 
tion generally refers only to rivers in certain areas. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if jbe has under his examination any scheme regarding 
re-excavation of the river Jamuna in the subdivision of BasirhatP 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Yea; it i» under 
investigation. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA S1NHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state an to when that scheme will come up for final decision P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMANS 1 am sorry 1 cannot 
give you the exact date. 

Pay of ohowkidan and dafadars of Faridpur district. 

16. Dr. 6UREBH CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to state whether it is u fact — 

(i) that the District Magistrate of Faridpur has of late given an order 
to the effect that the pay of chowkidars will be raised from Its. 7 
to Its. 14 and that of dafadars from Its. 10 to Its. 20 a month and 
that the additional expense is to bo met by increasing taxation, 
the rate of which will not bo fiat but vary with individuals; and 

(it) that the maximum tax chargeable by the union board is Its. 84 a year 
and that the tax already charged from the few rich men within 
a union is already near the maximum limit? 

i h) Does the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of asking the 
District Magistiate of Faridpur to suspend the exocution of the order 
increasing the union rate for so long famine conditions persist P 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 8ELF-C0V. 
ERNMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali): («)(<) The District Magis- 
trate, Faridpur, has given an order — 

(1) raising the pu\ of chowkidars and dafadars as stated, and 

(2) directing that the increase in expenditure shall lie met partly by 

decreasing the num)>er of chowkidars and dafadars and partly by 
proper assessment of rates on jkm*soiis who are at present under- 
assessed. 

(tt) It is a fact that the maximum tax (union rate) assessable on a ]>erson 
is Its. 84 j>er year. Only u very small number of rich persons within a union 
pay the maximum union rate. There arc other ricn persons who are at 
present under-assessed. 

(b) In view of the fact that only the jwrsons who are under-assessed and 
are going to be properly and reasonably assessed in order to give relief to 
the ill-paid chowkidars and dafudais who are hard hit by the increased cost 
of living, it is not contemplated to ask the District Magistrate to suspend 
the execution of the order for increasing the union rates of such persons. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARdEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that the District Magistrate of 
Dacca has issued a similar order? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not refer to the question at all, 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA B H ATTACH ARdEE: Yes, Sir, ft 
does. 

Mr. SPEAKER* Certainly not. The question refers to certain orders 
of the District Magistrate of Faridpur. That cannot refer to all the orders 
of all the District Magistrates in Bengal. 

, Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In view of the disturbed situa- 
tion in the rural areas of Eastern Bengal does the Government consider the 
desirability of increasing the number of chaukidan and dafadars? 
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Mr. S. A. SALIM: Jfo; there is another scheme of Government for the 
formation of a volunteer organisation. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In view of the answer will the 
Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state how the necessity of increased tax can 
be justified if the oraer of the District Magistrate was to decrease the num- 
ber of chaukidars and dafadars? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: As far as the District Magistrate is concerned, he 
may increase the chaekidars and dafadars to see the work of a particular 
union. That does not concern all unions. As far as the distribution is 
concerned 7 chaukidars are necessary for work in a union, but the District 
Magistrate may think that £ chaukidars are necessary for any particular 
area. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Does the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sider the desirability of giving effect to the recommendation of the Chauki- 
dari Enquiry Committee P 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. That is again a general 
question; that doe* tfbt form part of this question. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Does the Government consider the desirability of 
commending the example of the District Magistrate of Earidpur to other 
districts P 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: The question will receive due consideration of 
Government. 

Disposal of Agmark ghee in Rajshahi. 

17. Mr. PRAVASH CHANDRA LAHIRI: (,/> Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Eisheries 
be pleased to slate whether he is aware — 

(i) that a lurge. quantity of Agmark ghee was indented to Rajshahi in 
March, J945; and 

(it) that no steps were taken to get the said product consumed l>v this 
time? 

(/>) Is il a fact — 

(i) that the ghee has by this time decomposed and become unfit for 
human consumption; 

(ti) that requests to examiue the ghee have not been heeded to; 

(tii) that for the last 3 or 4 months sweetmeat vendors have been compelled 
to purchase the said ghee ; 

( iv ) that the food committees objected to the sale of this decomposed 
Agmark ghee on hygienic grounds; and 

(r) that the controlled price of certain sweetmeats have been increased? 

(e) If the answers to (a) and (6) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to consider the desirability of making an enquiry into 
the matter and taking steps against the officer or officers concerned if any 
responsible for decott^poaition of such product and disposing of the decom- 
l>osod commodity to the sweetmeat vendors? 

MINISTER ill ohftrga of the ^DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
FORESTS and FISHERIES (the Hon’ble Mr. Ahmad Hotsam): (a) Of 

the GO maunds of Agmark ghee allotted to Rajshahi, 40 matrnds were taken 
by the dealers. The arrangement was that the ghee would be sold by 
dealers nominated by the Collector. The Town Food Committee was first 
asked whether they WoWld arree to handle the commodity, but on their 
unwillingness to do so, tlte gkm was made over to ordinary traders for sale 
in the open market. 
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(b) { t ) No; there is no undisposed of stock, 

(tt) There was no such request. 

(hi) No. 

(ic) A report was received by the Collector in May, 1946, that the 
quality of the undisposed stock had deteriorated, but no objection was 
received from the local public health authorities. 

(r) Government have no information. 

(o) Does not arise. * 

Mr. PROVAS CHANDRA LAHIRI: Will <be Hun ’We MupW be 

pleased to state the reasons, if any, ifiven by tbe food cpminitt.ee* 5 for their 
unwillingness to handle the commodity? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: I have not got any reasons. 

Introduction of legislation with regard to Bengal Fisheries. 

18. Mr. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture be pleused to state 
whether lie is considering the desirability of introducing a comprehensive 
Hill with regard to the Bengal Fisheries? 

(b) If the answer to la) is in the affirmative, will thy Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether be is considering the desirability of introducing 
the Bill as early as possible? 

The Hon’blo Mr. AHMED H088AIH: (a) A Bill to provide for close 
seasons for the protection uud preservation of fishes is under consideration 
of Government in the Fisheries Department. Another Bill to safeguard 
the rights and interests of fishermen is also under eptisjdcruiiou of Govern- 
ment in the Land and Laud Revenue Department. 

(b) Yes. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Is the Double Minister aware that 
large tracts of valuable agricultural lands in the dwlrjet of 24-BurganoSf 
particularly in the Sundarban areas, are being turned ipto bhcnrsY CSltW 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANRA ADHIKARY: Will the nimble Minister 
be pleased to stute whether the object of the Bill is tp convert the fisheries 
into a capitalistic concern and to convert the nshermep info labourers under 
those capitalists? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: The Bill has not yet been drafted- I mo unable 
to anticipate the provisions of that Bill. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: WiU Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government is making any attempt to elicit the 
opinion of any Fishermen’s Organisation before making provisions of tbe 
Fisheries Bill? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM; Yea. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DATTA MAZUMDAR; Will tbe Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what Fishermen's Organisations are being consulted by 
Government for the purpose of eliciting such opinion ? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM. I have not got a list of all the Fishermen's 
Organisations here. I want notice. 

Mr. ABDUB BABUR KHAN; WiU the HouTde Minister be pleased 
to state what is understood by the word Phenes” as used by Mr. Sinhaf 
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Mr. SPEAKERS I disallow that question; that has already been 
answered. 

Mr. A. T. MAZHARUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has taken notice of the fact that a Bill regulat- 
ing the fisheries of Bengal was given notice of by one of the members of 
the Opposition? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I cannot follow; repeat. 

(The question was not repeated.) 

Mr. ABDU8 BABUR KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that bheries are constructed around the agricultural 
lands more to prevent the saline water from entering inside than for the 
purpose of catching fish? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Yes. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA BINHA: In view of the answer given to my 
question that valuable tracts of agricultural lands are being turned into 
bheries, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it does not conflict 
with the Grow More Food policy? 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: It is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DATTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state with regard to the latter part of his answer regarding 
the rights and interests of fishermen whether the Bill will embody provi- 
sions on the same principle as in the case of rights and interests of culti- 
vators in land with a view to securing the fishing rights of fishermen? 

Mr. SPEAKERS I can tell you, Mr. Dutia Mazumdar, that you will 
get sufficient opportunity to discus this matter when the Bill will come up 
before the House. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DATTA MAZUMDAR: In the answer the Hon’ble 
Minister states “another Bill to safeguard the rights and interests of 
fishermen is also under consideration”.* And, Sir, I am therefore entitled 
to elicit from the Hon’ble Minister whether with regard to these rights and 
interests Government would consider the desirability of drawing an analogy 
of the same model as the rights and interests of the cultivators in lands 
with a view to ensuring the fishing rights and interests of fishermen in the 
fishing areas of Bengal. 

Mi ABDUL KARIM: I would request the honourable member to put 
this question to the Revenue Department which is dealing with this matter. 

Mr, ABDU8 BABUR KHAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there 
is a legislation from the Forest Department by which fishermen catching 
fish in the Sumlarbans areas are to be levied a certain tax? 


Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I want notice. 


Message. 

The Secretary then read the following message: — 

“That the concurrence of the Bengal Legislative Assembly be asked to 
the Calcutta Disturbances Commission of Enquiry Bill, 1946, as 
passed by the Bengal Legislative Council, at its meeting held on 
the 20th September, 1946.” 

Privilege of Monitors. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR l Sir, I raised a matter 
yssterdav with regard to the infringement of members’ privilege to which 
you saiu that, so far as rules were concerned, yon considered yourself in 
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a helpless position, with a view to compel compliance of the Hon’ble Minis- 
ters concerned, in respect of Rule 24 relating? to the members' right of 
putting questions and getting answers to them. Sir, I find that you are really 
not so helpless as you thought yourself to be yesterday. l‘ would invite 
your attention to Rule 116 of the Assembly Procedure Rules. 

Mr. SPEAKER: les, I know that. You need not read the rules, but 
simply submit your arguments. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: 1 submit that it is perfectly 
within your power to give such directions or orders as you may con- 
sider necessary with a view to compel compliance of the departments con- 
cerned in making them honour members’ privileges given them uftder Rule 
24. It is for you to consider what orders or directions would be appro- 
priate in this connection. What I would suggest, Sir, is this that vou 
may be pleased to consider framing certain orders and directions with" a 
view to compel that the Hon ble Ministers shall houdtkr the privileges under 
Rule 24. In this respect, Sir, 1 would request you to he good enough not 
to drop the matter to which I drew your attention, but to refer it to the 
Committee of Privileges, and in consultation with the Committee of Privi- 
leges frame such orders and directions as you think adequate to compel the 
compliance of the Hon’ble Ministers with the provisions of Rule 24. You 
said yesterday that you did not find anything in the rules which specifically 
laid down any manner whereby you could do what 1 ask you, Sir, to' do. 
\ou have been given full powers to devise how exactly you can odmpel 
compliance of the Hon’ble Ministers. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I)o you refer to Rule ,‘ll ? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: No, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, I know it is Rule 24, but are you referring to 

Rule 11 also? * 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Yesterday I referred to 
Rule 24 — but Rule dl also helps us in the matter. 1 therefore think that 
in view of the grave calamities we have suffered, these privileges are of 
great value, both to members of this House and to the public in general. 

I therefore submit to you, Sir, that this .matter which 1 raised yesterday, 
and which I raise again today in this context should not he dropped without 
any remedy being furnished. 1 would like, Sir, that you may he pleased 
to tell the House what course you propose to adopt. My htnnhic suggestion 
is that the Committee of Privileges which is soon going to be dec teg may 
be the instrument through which you can get the suggestions, assistance 
and co-operation of all sections of the House, and ultimately, Sir, decide 
as you think proper what orders and directions will be adequate to compel 
complianoe of the Hon’ble Ministers with the privilege given us under 
Rule 24. And this, Sir, is an essential point. As for trie particular ques- 
tion in relation to which I raised this matter, l was informed by the 
Assembly Department that that question may be treated as an ordinary one 
if I agree to it. I have intimated my agreement to that effect, but I think, 
Sir, it will be impossible to get an answer in the course of this session, 
unless, Sir, you may be pleased to give direction to that effect in view of 
the fact that notice had already been given as early as 14th of August, and 
this question may be answered before the termination of the present session, 
so that op the floor of the House before the House prorogues we get an 
answer oh this point; and, as vou will have noticed, Sir, from the question 
itself, it is a grave matter which should have been answered before. I 
submit it should in any case be answered before this session is over. So 
my submissions to you are two: ft) on the point of the exercise of your 
powers, and ( w) i to ensure that the question to which I gave notice on the 
13th— -and which was communicated to the department on the 14th— may 
without fail be answered before this session is over. 
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Mr. SPEAKER S So far as the general question iB concerned raised by 
Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar, I feel it affects the fundamental right of the members 
of this House, but ds rules stand now I hare not been able to find myself 
properly armed to compel compliance to answer questions, or take action 
according to the wishes of the members. I shall certainly take into serious 
consideration the suggestion given by Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar whether any 
solution can be found out, out of these rules, and, if necessary after consi- 
deration the mafter may be referred to the Committee of Privileges. So 
far as the particular question referred to by Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar is con- 
cerned, I snail ask the Hon’ble Leader of the House, who is not present 
here, what he proposes to do in the matter, or to such person who may be 
working in his place if he comes to my Chamber and discnsses the matter 
with me. 

Mr. NIHARENOU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I thank you, Sir. I will 
also request you to take into consideration the fact that the question is not 
of such a nature and there is nothing hi it which may delay an answer 
being given tomorrow if the Hon’ble Minister wishes to reply, 

Mr. FAZLUL QADIR: I have got a similar grievance. I put ques- 
tions as far back as June last, but I have not heard anything as yet. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It will strengthen my hands if all the members join 
hands in tne matter and make it a common cause. 


Committees of Privileges and Public Aocounts. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Members are aware that the polling for the Election 
to the Committee of Privileges and the Committee on Public Accounts has 
been fixed on Friday the 27th September, 1946. But I have received a 
representation jointly signed by the three Chief Whips of the Government, 
Congress and European Parties. M They nave agreed to select the following 
personnel to the two Committees mentioned above and desire that no formal 
flection is necessary on the 27th September, 1946. I do not think there 
Is anv objection of the House in the matter and the agreed list of names of 
members may be formally declared elected. 


Committee of Privileges. 

(1) Mr. Aulad Hossain Khan. 

(2) Mr. Hassan Ali. 

(3) Mr. A. F. Stark. 

(A) Mr. Jasimuddin Ahmed. 

(5) Mr. Dewan Lutfur Rahman. 

(6) Mr. Hafizuddin Chowdhury. 

(7) Mr. Asan Ali Muktear. 

(o) Mr. J. C. Gupta. 

(9) Mr. D. N. Datta. 

(10) Mr. BankmBehari Mandal. 

(11) Dr. Profhp Chandra Guha Roy. 


Committee on Public Accounts. 

(1) Mr. Akbar Ali. 

(2) Mr. Sharfuddin Ahmed. 

(3) Mr. 8. K. Sawday. ^ 

(4) Mr. Habibullah Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Mohammad Rafiqoe. 

(6) Mr. Amar Krishna Gnosh. 

(7) Mr. D. N. Mukherji. 

(8) Mr. D. P. Khaitan. 
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13 — Other Tun and Dutiaa. * 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, on the recommendation of 

Hie Excellency the Governor. I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 10,01,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “Id — Other Taxes and 1 Duties’*. 

Mr* DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Re. 10,01,000 for expenditure under the head “Id — Other " Taxes and 
Duties” be reduced by Its. 100. The reason for moving this motion is to 
raise a discussion about not abolishing sales tax #s demanded by the traders 
as well as by the consuming public specially in respect of necessary 
commodities of life, namely, cloth, medicine, etc. 

Sir, I do not like to make any speech, but I commend my motion for 
the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. 8U8HIL KUMAR BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, fa opposing the 

main motion I like to speak a tew words. The sales tax was imposed in 
1941 and it was settled then that it would be only one piee. At that time 
there was a great opposition in the country, both in the Press and on the 
platform, but the Government said that in view of the war situation and 
in order to bulance the budget they required it and so the legislature 
assented to it. Since then H became 2 pice. Then it increased to 3 piee. 
This year an attempt was made by the Government to make it one anna in 
the rupee. There was again a hue and cry, and the Opposition both from 
the Press and the platform created such a strong feeling in the country that 
the Government had to stop and did not venture to proceed with it. 

Now again, Sir, in the Budget expenditure has been increased over this 
head by Rs. 1,04,000 over the lust year’s actuals. In this way the Govern- 
ment is playing ducks and drakes with the public money. Sir, the sales 
tax has greatly affected the people — the poor and the rich all alike. It 
makes no distinction between the communities, it has affected both the 
communities — Hindus and Muslims. Sir, this Act lmn endangered even 
the barest necessaries of life. It has increased the cost of cjsential com- 
modities of life: it has increased the cost of medicine, of cloth and of all 
other necessaries of life. 

With these words, Sir, 1 support the motion for reduction of the demand 
by Rs. 100 moved by my honourable friend Mr. D. N. Datta. 

The HOfft'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I rise to oppose the out 
motion moved by Mr. Dhifendra Nath Datta. lie has referred to the 
question of the imposition of sales tax on cloth and medicine. He is per- 
haps aware that we have a schedule of exemptions and in the list of 
Schedules there are all articles which ure necessary for the poorer sections 
of the people. And even so far as cloth is concerned, a certain standard 
has been exempted and handloom cloth has been exempted. Therefore I 
think the honourable member will realise that this imposition of sales tax 
is not meant for poorer people who ure not able to l>ea$ the burden.' This 
is a system of tax which is more equitable than income-tax, because it is a 
tax on the purchasing power of the individual. Whatever be the purchas- 
ing power of the individual in my opinion no other just and equitable lorn 
of taxation than this can be devised. Therefore there should 6e no grudge 
for the payment of this tax for the improvement of the condition of the 
masses. 

Sir,, so far as the criticisms of Mr. Sushil Kumar Banerji are concerned, 
with regard to the establishment and other expenses of the department, I 
think he will realise that this demand is for only 10 lakhs whereas we expect 
a receipt of 3 crores, that is on an average of one crore per pice per ruj>ee 
of taxation. Government had proposed to increase the tax from 9 pies 
to 12 pies in the rupee, but as a result of vehement protest from traders and 
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$hopkeepers Government agreed to keep the tax to the level prevailing in 
1945, that is, 9 pies in the rupee. At that time Government of course pro- 
posed to increase the tax but at the same time they intended to include a 
larger number of articles in the Schedule of exemption, namely, fresh fruits 
ana flowers and other commodities. In view of the fact that the rate has 
again been reduced, Government have not got a large list of schedule of 
exemptions: only one article has been included in the Schedule of Exemp- 
tion, namely, fresh fruit. 

So far as the question of medicine is concerned, Government have under 
their consideration a proposal for exemption of certain class of articles and 
items, and I can assure the House that the question of exemption of essen- 
tial medicines will be sympathetically considered by Government. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Its. 10,01,000 for expenditure under the head “13 — Other Taxes and Duties” 
be reduced by Rh. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali that a sum of 
Its. 10,01,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “13 — Other Taxes 
and Duties” was then put and agreed to. 

38 — Medical. 

The Hon’ble Mr* MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, on the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 3,64,65,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical”. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE? Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 3,64,05,000 for expenditure under the 
head ”38 — Medical” be reduced by Rs. 100. The reason for my moving 
this motion is to raise a discussion about failure of the Government to 
encourage ( i ) Ayurvedic, (ii) Hakimi, and (Hi) Homeopathic systems of 
treatment. 

Mr. KANAILAL DA88: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 3,64,65,000 for expenditure under the head ”38 — Medical” be reduced 
bv Its. 100. The reason for my moving this motion is to raise a discussion 
about the lack of Government policy and Government's failure to have 
hospitals in each and every union of Bengal. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA MAHANTY: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 3,64,65,000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. The reason for my moving this motion is to raise 
a discussion about the unsatisfactory nature of the working of the Medicul 
Colleges and Schools of Bengal and institution of an enquiry into it. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 3,64. 65, (KK) for expenditure 
under the head ”38 — .Medical’' be reduced by Rs. 100. The reason for my 
moving this motion is to raise a discussion about the paucity of number of 
seats allotted for women students in Medical Colleges and Schools of Bengal 
and want of hostels for them. 

Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 3,64,65,000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be reduc- 
ed by Rs. 100. The reason for my moving this motion is to raise a 
discussion about the failure of Government to introduce the Homeopathy 
System of treatment in this province during the present scarcity of allopathic 
medicine. 


Mr. QANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Mr. Speaker, 

Sir, TOtro <4* vfo cro nroro TOT*frtfV* fsfv'wi writ w suti fvetrs: 
jtit to croff ct froi cro <«to wrro i 

WR TORI TS -R5 3 TT{J TOI TOt#ft ftfVvfTI !f!4 f?C5 TOR I Of CTOI ftffVvn 4V 
tor wto mus to wtw <rs tm f%fw* f to to, ty w yre fro**t* 
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fro ire, $irei Prescription WW5 rre 41 ? $n wfirvs r’re grow wtref* 
^ m* ▼$ ^Pn, 4* fcm it? to *re 1 4 $ iwimtu fcfwin 4t cirri ?far w#n f i 
▼ire *ftre n 1 ▼Tret 4 rem fc*trer*n frton warn r're nwiMn, ▼*! fret stwitit, fsftv 
*rti tfi^ tfcitwi 1 m «? rere irwm cure ▼nj^Pre 41? nfwft *i'i% \*rtt fston 
tfiftra % 1 ▼res n ▼tre 41? re *w frtoim wntimii ▼res ▼ref 4i? re n ffcfwvn 
wire 4wu T?iiE3f3na reafa itre ftton, ira rew ▼tciwt n n 1 itil rew ▼tore 
** 41 ? ere tore re ▼ere ®mi imi ire fston ire in' ire im w #n irre re 
▼titre? 4t ftfiAim m *re * 1 , cimi ▼nr-u fston, wr\refto, rtfwft u ▼it cm ffcfwn 
▼re cure *nrei 1 41? 43 crei tore reiti^fre, irWt 11 crrfis*mto fsfwrem ▼ m e re 
rerei re rere ▼trewrmi ▼rere, Allopathic fttorrs fi-jn irei u 1 itt ettw 
▼tfi re fttorti sirai ▼trerrei urei wi ; ▼tfi 55 farere nf* 4reere irferrt m 1 eftfre- 
▼rto foton ▼fe ▼*▼ nun re ; 1 res 41 dram m 1 mi rent re 1 41? 
ret i irentiTs let 1 irato ifi retfonrtto fEtorrc tpjn 4 rere mi re inrre ire ire ▼tw 
efw 5 T 5 ntre, in ▼mere iiiim ▼on ▼tei 1 ▼tin ^fcirre tftre irefc ▼retinrei ren 
▼m ▼reN av$ ntfii to trerc fin re itirrei government 4 t fstoitt fcn- 

4 i? #ri wjww iff ere nt ire irer ircn irw irere s is i$ 1 4rerei government 
re cm foftiret imriTre iffrs rerei : ini recu re 4 rere ifi 4 ret*mto fttoire 31m itre 
irere trerw itot«re were re ; mi tot rere, ton cire were $n 4rere ▼tutfl 
re 1 ms s \ rei sfin rei mn ret vit fici^stre 4 rerei ▼unnrei cifstoi, 
▼n # ^f«ni, nf 5 ^ i! crrfi snirfiif, in tffo f ini it, ^cin mi 11 1 ▼mi 4t !fsn Snfin 
mn iiTiru mi vm re it isi'rec^ti ▼re mfi at fr:m ifici Mt re irei litre tfcim 
irre irre <fM, rrfVft 41 ? ortfisnitto fofmn mr Sn^np tnrnnm n? ffiftyi vrerw 
stm m m ton mn 1 41? m im ▼•jiln rei nrre, ireren wraPhr fstoin 
it ▼ne^^r, srfa^t s rerrianTTfiere irci oti in .in 111 itton ire 4t 11 

3?*jfnrre to ntre ret imn government 4 * ifiire m Sf^ii ifiitii 
4reren iremn^n itfirem m 41PH2 fjrsi m^i, ifi ini ▼miiwcn ren w nrrei 
itrei, itrre ▼tfi fi*jtn ifi re ini 4 faire S»t^ mti nnrei 11 1 'irfi stt re ifiis^Ti 

cire, government 4 i *m cin 4 t«tre citin ▼<) ren re ini 4 rer-n ▼immcm w- 
rei wit, wipnnrei snwntci' 4 i w reri^Jitnwfii 1 4 t 111 ire wifi wtiti 

tfsn iitm wift 1 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA MAHANTY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, regarding 
cut motions Nob. 45 and 40, that in, the unwat is factory nature of the work- 
ing of the Medical Colleges and Schools of Hengai, l would invito the 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister and of the House to the fact that in these 
days of Indianisation when we are supposed to ho on the thratdihold of 
complete independence, we have yet in the Medical College and Campbell 
School European Principals and Professors. These gentlemen generally 
do not know the language of the province properly to understand the require- 
ments of those for whose services they are meant, though fit and qualified 
Bengalees are not wanting for those jobs. Even in hospitals, the nursing 
staff is beaded by non-Bengalee. This state of things should be remedied. 

Regarding admission of students and patients in the Colleges, Schools 
and Hospitals, it is an open secret that much jobbery, nepotism and bril>ery 
is prevalent. As the seats are limited and The candidates are too many, 
such jobbery and bribery and nepotism come into play. Very few patients 
are admitted into the hospitals without having paid a fee to the Physician 
or Surgeon in charge of tne ward in which those are to be admitted. Even 
then they are to wait for days and months to get a seat. In the Medical 
College more than one thousand students applied this year for admission; 
so also in the Campbell School, but only a fraction of them are admitted 
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or In the ease of Campbell Medical School are going to be admitted. It is 
often reported that students have to spend hundreds of rupees before they 
hope to get admission. There is no end of diseases in Bengal and it 
requires an army of Doctors to remedy this state of affairs, specially in the 
villages. Hence the number of seats are to be increased both in Schools 
and Colleges as well as in Hospitals. 

There is a great paucity of proper medicine and instrument in some of 
the hospitals. In some cases such easily available medicine as morphia 
is at times found wanting. At the time of the Great Calcutta Killing there 
was a great want of instrument for giving saline injection to patients in the 
Campbell Hospital. The wards of the hospitals are not properly cleaned. 
The privies and urinals are not sometimes washed in time. In Campbell 
hospital, children’s ward is not properly cared for. Children are not fed 
and clothed as they should be. 

It is alleged that marks obtained by examinees are sometimes tampered 
with at the office according to the money available for the office staff. (Mb. 
Muhammad Habiijijllah Chaudhuky : cwm r ) In Campbell Medical 

School. 

Medicines meant for patients are sometimes sold away for the black 
market and food allotted to the patients is very often misappropriated. The 
quality of teaching has in recent years greatly deteriorated. Communal 
consideration has come in and unqualified teachers may find themselves in 
responsible jobs because of the community to which they belong. 

All these matters should be enquired into by a responsible committee 
consisting of non-officials and others. 

Begarding cut motions Nos. 47 and 48 I beg to draw the attention of the 
House to the facts that there are only two Government colleges, one in 
Calcutta and the other in Dacca. There is a non-Government college at 
Belgachia. Belgachia college does not admit girl students. As regards 
Dacca, the college has been started this year and as Dacca is notorious for 
communal riots, women students are and will be afraid to go there, and it 
is not known how many seats are reserved there for women. 

In the Calcutta Medical College only 14 or 15 girls have been admitted 
this year though there w’as a larger number of women applicants. Even 
girls passing I. Sc. examination in the first division could not secure admis- 
sion. 

There are six Government Medical Schools in Bengal of which only two 
admit girls, namely, Dacca and Campbell. In the other four schools girh 
are not ordinarily admitted. 

In the Campbell School, the number of girls applying for admission is 
very much in excess of the seats allotted. Even girls passing or reading 
I. A. or I. Sc. cannot find entrance into it. 

The number of girls passing Matric has very much increased during 
recent years. So more seats should be provided for girls in the Medical 
Schools and Colleges. 

Begarding women hostel, the Calcutta Medical College has only one 
hostel named Swarnamoyee Hostel. There the seats are too inadequate to 
admit all the girls of the college who desire to remain in the hostel. Even 
now the number of girls residing in the hostel is in excess of the number 
of seate allotted. A number of girls cannot find seats there add have to 
live as best as they can and have to wait for years to get a seat there. The 
ElUot Hostel of the Campbell H<%pital which is the only hostel for Campbell 
girl students is also in the same condition. 

Sir, 1 have one point to make. Midnapur students are not permitted 
to take admission in the Campbell School. The Burdw&n school is meant 
for them though Midnapur is much nearer to Calcutta than Burdwan and 
is connected in several ways with Calcutta. Students of Midnapur find it 
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extremely hard to go to Burdwaa leaving Calcutta behind. So Campbell 
behoof as it is situated in Calcutta, the chief town of Bengal, where people 
of all districts have to flock, should have no, bar for admission of all 
students from Bengal especially from Midnapur, > 

So, Sir, first a committee should be appointed to enquire into the work- 
ing of these schools and colleges and secondly more seats for women should 
he provided in the schools and colleges and more hostels should be started; 
and thirdly Campbell School should have no bar for admission of students 
of other districts especially of Midnapur which is so near to Calcutta and 
the relevant rule should be amended accordingly. 

Dr. MOZAMMEL H 0 S 8 AIM : Mr. Sjieakcr, Sir, wlty rrw'irsTw win ? ‘ stwrt? TO wwrs 
tffty i ytw+tiw totc** c*m wi wiry to w;wn i $w 3 wr w t cwy wit wctoto wtwrw 

CTO wwtwtw TOtfry cw fsfw yrwwfifw gfw ftrcwtww 1 yf TOTO w cw staff 

m yrwTOm wi ftfron nr S) tsitow 'wwwg cwm»w *wt ^ *prwi srl tw w:lt 
wrwi r sm wwt$ yrw*tT3fcww wrwn to too* 1 fwi toi wf%r wfer cwwrtw rw IV wi 

wtro 1 Ftn, toton wi ww:tcw< iwtrowi wwn wi errww 4 ww c*tw wst 4Wttw et cyw 
wcw wprtw wcw yw wi 1 ytw^tTTOww cwt^ftw Sww cw wiwriw **1 rw ui wtwtrvw wit wyytww v w w tgi 
It* fw to cveweyw 4 i; cwwtcw ci staff wtcyw 3 Tcs communal ratio c w ftfr fr 
1 toiw ^wwi cro, swrw l^r cent. 9 $mw ymv* oft ; sw: patients 

CWWtCW CW WTW 5 TW *ftW WtCWW | fcpFl WI f-^ru Off oftcW WI, f| Wflffl 

<sm $wi to wro wwci w£tw i*fmn *tn» i wvn cro fanrey cw, cw $vw wwro ctcw 
wf? yw TO $113 sn c*w otr^i cwttfr wi i cwwrcw cw wwvi yy <51 tocTO fwf«n5 wrrvw i 
4w; to wro for 4** ittto i tottto rTw^nroww to cw tffofvw yfw rw ^w; wewi wnwrwi 
yw csi yfwfire i wrsTTOtw ytw*frroi cw w?:tot *rtcii cwft : wrwti to rw cw 50 p.o. 
fywtcw wwi cwre TOr , cwwtcw u nwn c new w?w ?*i rw -sta cwt^r*tw fttf cM"tfti 

5Wi i 4 $f$i dwcwfl 3»rw wTwrrvw heavy taxation wtef, cwvw 

Tincture card Isnfw i -3 ww 5wcww «rrw wt^i cwcl wi yewtf 

^ ^Twtw ^wrrwi tfrw wrwrj wrw ru cw wc vr n i wi o^wrew Wi Pr 

wtwtcw wi wwttwj tft'TC’t ^rwi wi fcrvi i ij!? w^w heavy taxation fwtff wpfyfw 

¥W1 ''tftwtww W Y ^t¥W 5T55 | 

$TWW wrwtw wi student admission wwci Campbell wi Medical Collegou 
cw werrff government tffoto »rvn wi yw ■yi wtwftww 

c«rrfw;<itw new wltw ¥W| 4 *t$i cwwMf%i cwfsfim ^cwwwi Calcutta Medical Schools 
^>pwwTw ^mww w;<m -bwfwi wi wws ww i -jewra cw wi government school wtci itn 
wf? n^wfi vbo otw ^wwwrw eyew of« wi ¥cww ^ryrw wrwrrww on ^wwirw yn# n «iwtm Sn^v 
Wn*ti cwtrfrt nT^wi wrtw wi i 4Ww wtfw wwr r i nrfi cw tpew cw wi dis pensar y witcy 
iwwwrw snwwcww w^wn mi a wcww cwi“t ww i 4jyr^i cw ww cyrw Campbell ottf ntn 
TO Medical College 4 <©f% yw 3Tonr ctscw* yrw 43 cw-0 cw cwm ^wnwTW 
cycn w' to wi cw cwwrtw fro ^5fi yw 1 4 yt?i wrwtcww cycrow fnro wwr wrfV >> 
liwn ^ftcy : 4TO towi fV wwr3 nrfw cw «mft n^n wrt wtfVr^i tfwn wfir wr wtcww wro 

iwnwfw CTOWl 4CWTW 3TTO TO CWTfTWTI TffWWI TO, WI I ^tw TOW CWWW cycWWl WVrtW ClW 

to tow ^wfwro TOTf cywt w’cwi wftcwwi jwwwtw Itfi TOt-Cto wreyw TOw eyewn 
Tjwt owrotyn '3Pw ww 1 wffw 4 wftyi wfw wwcww stipend distriot by dis trict wt erw 
tocw 4ww to cw tow district wtw ncy wirw, cwto jwwwtw cyrrow cro tow wrro 
WU 4 ynp 4 ^TO TO TOICWW Muslim League government to TOcy, IVi ettft 
'd *Nrtll tocwt WW) cto hostel 4 www ytfw 4 Wt wfwwitwe *03 wrrs yw wi wwr 



316 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


[26 th Sept., 


13 ft irtfra* itm wpitn wfttfi%l 4 government cm y&i 

itfifz tool cro Penicillin wfo itm c*rt a t? ^ 4! * fftroi 

ITO ** V^TTOD W WWM ' 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Dr. MOZAMMEL HO WAIN : i ftf4 TO, 

Mr. SPEAKER: One minute. 

Dr. MOZAMMEL HOSSAIN : Expert research WTO* f^fV^ «td Sfasi <tt* 
TO* TOT, f^TTJ, Wl'TOl 3 V^TtWJ cwrf *? ^ ^JR felt TOF, TOF WTO* CWtf (7ft 
to* CW? *cW*3 <R$ 1 4 *t*r3 W**i 4* Urea Stibamine *i Dr. Brahmachari * 

arcc’pnr wfaD* TO fTOttR, 4 $f$i CTO d** crfa *ti i 31 heavy chemicals 4 * 

«rj wrfiR* *few >m wrra *m 1 tofto *c«rfc chemicals to ^*r*f **i smr 4 *; 
to >rrr® c^ft ^ <tc$ m cf*i **i Sfos 1 m m *cro $rcs *tr «ri *«t, fa* u«t 
fTOCSj TO chemicals W*r?r* c?rl felt DF $f* v*v government 4 ? ** 
W^Drfll W* 4*15 V #1 WS FT* public health 4 * wi — C'T^tTCR cw government 
y*m\ w 1 

(Here the member having reached the time limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUI: Sir, WfRn*l*t fcrofrr im *ref*R « 

5 *rc$ wr*i c*TO wfts c*, tiTOc^t* v'vs wj ^ni it*i wf ^37 7*1 

’ 4 s !; vm XH] *tf*Fm! snranr ^fto ^fct* wn 3 4 * oto ;ro*tfT 
$«n jfTwt^t wtfcftc* farro wr to c*rs*i tofi 4 stei wf% fas** cro wd* 

4? ir*tto* wto pto W«m m* t ** to, ** cv'TU’jfa* 3 d*'3tm"T dtidw- 
wsf rwf^Rr ttci , w Dlfest* to Strife ots i 4 * 33 wr*i st* to 

*mcn *m*t wtfro 4*i& ifvftlt Dlto wfro 1 **'ftfo* fcgfs, ^rjrTf«rJF **tm, f-ws 
vtf^f m c*j^r wrf 3 ^ TrtT < *rm? ft* cwHrsrn ^mi wife? 
w, ^r W wsn 5t^ -tfvit3?t 3 im\ 1 jn:?n w'* 

ot^ ¥C1TF ^»Tfl <(a 4^ *Tt*tTCff ^THF’t I fVl &l C5J?1 5Tf I 

3 wsin ft? 3R*t: *fi *utc^c^i 4 <?rt ^mr^rfipF 

f fre or RTr?artf<ftfR rcTOF cv^n ?rm a, ft^%i ^r? 4^(5 tjrrs 

c^rni vr^ 4 ^ wtf*r ^nfi ^tti ^ fVi tt?i 4 ? cn-r^ 

c* wrn 5Rt«rR 73 m ^5 wri t w ^5Tr5 cfr Swt? *rht^ ^ 1 

(T^r^T 4 t ^nRtrsf fvfV^ c^r^r 4 T^m wnr ^ w 4 ^ cfci cr 

w 3 cvtf*3*mfV* cngfifrf nmlt 

Trwrr 3 fW ^ jstf^ra *'zi fror w 4^rr ^•tr? 1 *tw 

rt«l vt m«Rtl TO vt*\ ^ 3 l'CX*t ^ f^V^uf^R VTm ft JF^? $*) 4 ¥ 

fr% ww 5S ▼rot vrtr f 5 rf% w d torn* ftro wt tfw *< 1 4 t f 

^ tS 'fxs t R ♦nro *n 1 <RTfe^ n^rsf-t focvm toS to tfr*n frm rr 
mro Mtrr ? cvvfa ml *n wrc^ 1 4tTOitf^F w^t to m' ?nr vfkn vm, 

wtf L «r N i nft 4 t f^V^mur*rf v* t m i crov 3 fsfavn worm 

0 _ 

TOT) TOflvd >RWR TO *t!Cf I CVtf^ 3’tTtf*ff fsftvn 4CTOTTfV¥ f%f^»TR ^fins CTO 
¥>l TO I Tfl PnTOTO^ 1 4CiTT ,p mf^ TO tvro 4^TTfcft, SnRJTCTO«ft 3 fTO3 Ct#fl l, 

ilMtft !pff« ^ tfctw fw fiTO TOD DCf I 4t ffD TOIJfTO toto CfW 

TOW, TO, frltTO5, fsprj*t, TOfhn, <TO fV DTtf 3 TOfftf ftcTO 4V <r i i t w (%¥ t 
♦J^t% CTO, TO*t TO « TO TOW DC<n TOTO TOWl f « I Cfdl !JTTO TO TO 
4 citSrroitf^f fifffTO CDt TO TOl OPtC^CTOI CTOCW 1 * ft HTOW 4t ftfwif 
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ftfi TO* v* vft cn win i to* & fkfvvm fan *n m*n urt i 4Wf® ttm vrci 
<4tTOiffi¥ ftfavrt* nn vseft crr*5?"t wirrr^rr to vm wrtwi cvtfrs^mfvv ftfavtt sun 
off*0 TOrttr to *f *v$ toi i vmn ’pfv* (TTftsnrtfvv ftfwvn TOtn 
tyrorf ^nfTro <uto5*Tm stn a, 4r x w:*nc*ci tfrorf f*$fa3mnf»rf&, f®Tt* c*f# 

s opfc *5 w wit ctrf*«*mfiw fsfwn cv* croi r? ^ cvrf?$*mf*v towuISt *mv$ 
w'w** far vc* nfatfas VC**, fefaon farm srrfttf v facvt v tn ft wtwti vftn 

TO* tfqmrft nfat* qtcwi «rt S»mf^ i 

Mr. L. R. PENTONY: Mr Speaker, Sir, we aie participating in the 
discussion on the Medical Budget, in order to bring to the notice of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge, certain poiut*, vital us they are. 

The medical men appointed by the (ioverumeut have to perform two 
distinct functions. Some are meant essentia lly for the actual treatment of 
patients, while others are primarily entrusted with the duty of teaching 
students in Medical Institutions. Everyone realises that the two functions 
are essentially different, each requiring specialisation in order to achieve 
the ideal. Teaching is an art as well as a science, and it tukes years to 
become a finished teacher and, in order to attain efficiency in teaching, one 
should be a “whole-timer” as is the case with teachers of post-graduate 
departments of the University. It is these people too on whom depends 
post-graduate medical work and research, realities which arc conspicuous 
by their absence in our Province and to our utter shame. 

Consequently, to attain real efficiency and success in the medical pro- 
fession, the cadre ot treating and teaching doctors should he absolutely 
separate. This is no new suggestion, as the point was stressed strongly 
by an expert body like the State Medical K acuity. It is not an un- 
common experience that a doctor who lias passed most of his life in a 
laboratory, and as such has achieved distinction in Research work, has been 
suddenly posted to a district office, where his technical skill is of no avail, 
where he is made to face duties quite foreign to him — while another, who 
has passed most of his life in actually treating cases is transferred to a medi- 
cal teaching institution and entrusted with teaching or technical duties in 
laboratories, merely because the latter was able to influence his relief from 
the niofussil. It is a deplorable situation, uud 1 urn sure you will appreciate 
the very awkward moments when such professors previously employed in 
treating malaria, chorela, etc., in the districts, have to solve the difficulties 
of keen and intelligent students. 

Surely efficiency and specialisation in both offices must be our objectives 
and therefore the creation of two district cadres is an utgent, immediate 
and indispensable necessity. 

The Government has of late taken a decision to send abroad some 
students for post-graduate training. May we know on what conditions Y Is 
there any condition that they will have to serve the Government in some 
capacity or other for at least a stipulated period on their return? In thin 
Province, of all the branches of education and research, it is the medical 
side which is lagging hopelessly behind. It is probably common knowledge 
that Indian stuaents spend not less than about Hs. 80 lakhs abroad, apart 
from Government stipends, in acquiring degrees in various sciences, and of 
these, medical students outnumber the rest. Is such an expenditure not an 
appalling national drain? Don’t yoq think, Sir, that instead of sending 
individual medical students abroad, it is more desirable and wise to select 
brilliant ' teachers from different medical institutions and to send them 
abroad for specialised courses and research work, so that on their return 
these teachers would in turn be able to train hundreds of medical research 
workers in our Province and much more economically. The achievements 
of the post-graduate department in Science of the Calcutta University on 
these lilies surely is an eya-opener in this respect. 
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In the Budget Re. 19 lakhs is provided for the institution of a con- 
densed graduation course for licentiates to be started at the Lake Hospital, 
presumably to turn out the much needed extra medical relief required for 
the Province. More doctors are needed in the districts, and that requires 
an outturn of more medical men. If this health re-organisation scheme 
is intended to bring about machinery to tackle the medical and health 
problem, why spend such a large amount for a merely temporary scheme? 
Why not put the project on a permanent basis in order to produce the 
numbers of qualified doctors that are continually needed to save the conti- 
nuous loss of life in the mofussil? Surely it is a sheer waste of money and 
a financial tragedy to decide now to scrap in five years an Institution after 
its creation has entailed such a huge sum? 

A number of hospitals came into being during the war and a more 
widespread spirit of co-ordination was shown than in the past. The old 
conception of a general hospital for the treatment of all types of cases 
must give way to the new specialist idea. A patient must have the choice 
of a hospital best suited to his needs. Hospital services should be co-ordi- 
nated in order to provide specialist treatment for all classes of diseases 
with facilities for the interchange of services between hospitals of all 
types — transport being effected by a common inter-hospital Ambulance 
service. Grouping of special treatment centres would eliminate uneco- 
nomical competition in specialised fields. Staff equipment and experience 
should he concentrated instead of being scattered, and wastage and over- 
lapping would be avoided to achieve the more efficient use of available 
resources, with objects (1) to provide a system of medical service directed 
towards the achievement of positive health and the prevention and cure 
of disease, (2) to make available to every individual all the necessary 
medical services, general and specialist, domiciliary and institutional. 

I am sure it is an accepted principle that the treatment of patients does 
not depend on doctors only— however good and efficient they might be. 
Efficient nursing, adequate supplies of medicines and diet form an integral 
part of treatment. As such, the training of an efficient nursing staff, the 
ensuring of proper and prompt medicinal supplies and the procurement of 
good nourishing food are nine qua non. 

The nursing profession should be made more attractive— better rates of 
pay and living conditions, with definite opportunities of permanent post- 
training employment, so as to attract new elements competent to take up 
the onerous tusk and so that the present trainees get a fillip for further 
improvement in their professional dexterity. Here again, provision for 
an immediate adequately staffed and equipped central training school for 
nurses is vital to the needs, of the province if we are really serious in 
improving their efficiency, remedying waste due to unsuitability, etc., 
and the institution of more scholarships to provide for specialised training 
abroad for administrative posts. 

Authority has said that our hospitals are well staffed with nurses, as 
they find that the ratio of patieuts to nurses is 2:75, obtained apparently 
by dividing the total number of patients that can be accommodated in a 
hospital, by th£ total nursing staff. This theoretical ratio is obviously 
absurd, as surely in so far as the patient and the nurse are concerned, it is 
the total number of oases in a ward divided by the total number of nurses 
on duty in that ward that should be the criterion of an adequate nursing 
staff. 

, Improvement in hospitalisation is impossible without a 100 per cent, 
increase in the nursing staff implemented essentially with encouragement 
and sympathy from the public and the press, as well as from all senior 
administrators. (As this stage the red light was on.) 

Hr. MAKER} Mr, Pentony, you have spoken for eight minutes and 
your time is up. 



DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


319 ' 


1946 .] 

Mr. L. R. RENTON Y: May I have one minute more, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKERS: Try to be as brief as possible. 

Mr. L. R. PENTONY: I would further j>oint out that, taking into 
consideration the present economic conditions prevailing and the high 
prices of medicines, medical accessories and articles of diet, the Govern- 
ment should seriously consider the question of substantial increases in 
grants accorded to different private medical institutions. It should be 
remembered that these private institutions brought into existence through 
laudable efforts of private enterprise and monumental sacrifice of member* 
of the profession, are really performing a duty that should devolve on the 
State and the Government. As Midi, it is the sucml moral duty of the * 
Government to see that such humanitarian missions do not become strand- 
ed on the shoaN of financial difficulties. 1 understand that some of the 
institutions have been receiving the same grauts from the Government for 
the last thirty years, although the extent of their activities in the form of 
expansion has been more than five times the initial number of beds. These 
are inequities that call for immediate reconsideration ami relief if these 
useful institutions arc to cam on their duties efficiently and up to the 
proper standard. 

Let us have vision amidst tin* squuloi of reality and put aside deter- 
minedly dead prejudices, dead wavs, dead reasons, issues, customs and 
symbols, and instead raise the province'* pterions inheritance to living 
truths, living laws and living deeds 

Sir. Government must nisuie that in tutuir every man. woman and 
rli i Id can lely on ireltinu all the advice, treatment and can* needed in 
mattcis of personal health; that what they shall get shall he the 1n*st 
medical and other facilities available; that theii getting these shall not 
depend on vvliethei they can pay foi them or any otliei factors irrelevant 
to the real need 

(At this stage the red light was again on and the membei resumed hi* 
scat. » 

Mr. Md. ARIF CHAUDHURY : nswfs- acm*. awtfta afa* s frsdw *pira!& Saw 

item's* mca irrra fmrfro yfaifin q a-£: hU fate** $.jfs 

o ^rrr^irr^ arai nwrfaaa $ s^ta— sit to* 1+h cm fatc^a am fata 

artmi a$aa 4? U s4 t[ypt $awyfa»c BM n« f&fanHWfFcy *t*£*f m Tnnr**t alata 
wtw fare yrw'-l ite n: Bta, !tt* mra arro i af» tii to nr vs 41 csta frdttff 
arwra m at 1 1 fvrttrs ; teiU aw Tafts* arargai 

*[C5fcl fvi C‘<’ sortT^ta 4 TOffWiai $») nag** Ur * TTO !jfr 

itrea JR* *rrtR« to* items* itrM ca*t stto tea? i *ufa rrf.» ai *|aa mc*f' * evterf) 

toc* to?* sra itw\ fa wte ?ri yfaat afar i <vte rs, fsfa af» tpfti *rtcja 

a$ara »**?h anway ca'rv ite r .v, its i at nfz'Mi mm ***fca* yfs totto *ati 

Sjsf ami Mfdt, ms 9 tfi* 9' r />y\ c^toc* vmtete *fansa i 

4**0 c* ai vtja ca, n*f ^-rarai cto afa^t aa* rtfa wrw TO a*e* c*"fbi fsfaat 
fartai tffsfnr src? *pry*re wk offers sterna i fsU tow wtew tott* cro 
s fa** tes^\ 4TO tit? '-rnTr^t ^ tfrm *ram s»ss mm 

cyjpatfl fadta utijtffa 4 *i *rsrw< ft^r»*ir?4 *[*rn arfrm ryCte ferf*«yn mnz4 

/s fart ‘ay^r *fs9jfk5T» *t*n *U wi Wt tetyw mw* fap stn or? nym 

4* i ata^tc af-r? ca arvfrfa tjfaTcaa *f r^fafa fratca 

4* Tms4 tf^ta Saw *fag*a,c^^'?ia^aTii TOafeafac* tw^ ft* rTjfyivtr*' Ufa 
4*tmta *asn caca# mamca 4*S mi afara var^c^aamw w wa-^fa- 

at\c^a 4* Itarlt yaw r e^ ta ay &rz afwfti ytar ca wrrw to rtitfa, 

21 
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m fft*tftc*R m ?f? wtsi ftfts, m\ 4***t *:wr foft Tftros 
% m, 3 f*n 4 ¥?tJ ftsfat wti?? i tvft sr? — *wsn ^5 ftsrftj trtcs tpsrw® ¥^*pr 
C lfalW ft"fS Vfizw tpjt? ¥fC*l ¥«T tfo?! ¥tIJC*f * ffTf’QT 5 !? *t¥ rtC3 *ftft<ft, ipgsipn 
www «w ®t:ft«rfa *fnnr 1 * ¥ftm ¥tw cro *fft stt, fftm 
vtft 1 wr&rontfl fxprrc^ *Jfwfw 5 ci : ft«rts m ftft to 'Sftft; ¥fttN tot 

ftn film, foft Bhore Committee? tott fsrrft? cf*ffa ftftvn ftPMc* Byepass 
viti «rci c*r srr? ?r*tn 3ftn «mJfo *m*r cfPfo ftftwi ftgtcs? tffo frcwv 

fi? to?, #n srroft f t vtm 1 nmf^s wt^rjnn^ wtw cfffr ftfwn ftwnra ftatfom 
4 *rtsf cm sc? 1 ¥;c?pTt iw c? sro t[c*n ?ram twcs tos ?tvtc*s 3*sc?j stcs? cs*f 
^vtjtsi ¥SJ3?i cst tfprci? *r?¥ts *tw *rtn f%f5pn ¥r*rcw? to wf tffefrRc* st*t?r sis 
C5i ?m ¥?i, <rrftcs? «trwn Practice *ttrs ¥ftr3 cf stn 5? si 1 w«n> 

< 4 * fof*pn ¥t¥rw? tffotoi ?trss yftm ¥s*c?pr TO?*rf3 frfrro stft? *mrss *rs to? 
4 ?; fr rcffrr rtews ¥;ttp 1 xrrt ¥?ris ts* stilt i rrrStromltc?* *stTOS¥¥m>pfi twp- 
¥3 f« S**t ft^fi ftftf ¥%TW 0 CS1*ft ftftw ftsTfOcv* WTO Shifts 6 ^m T ftSCS? 
¥t»i wscs tv aprolssis ¥Tr¥tsrs ¥t*tt33: ftfaroi ¥tws? vsit 's^trtfris mv> sft? ftess 
fhnr>nFfT *tfo3 cWft ftftssi ftstfes* $*jf3? wsr 4 * f?R nri ¥?rt?i -tt¥ fan m FtfV^mr 
C5^1 I f3f¥ W m*\ ¥^3 filf^ 3T?3 f^Jl^ ’TCfSTC 5 ? C?T«n? !ff3- 

Uff3 *mr ¥?1 «T«mi3: 3 tri T¥1 W.-t mtl ^?I-T ?t}«ff3 ’ffsz CKV9 V wfWt or 

m ¥?i nt¥ r j c’fi'T? f&favn f?giCT ¥i»n3^ <tt3?i mn mfii aitoi 

wzw fa ftr*p »f^cT¥ ?nrt ?^i 1 

4V$i om ¥^tT 3¥ fnzf* tfftrrtw 1 wn n-*rr? ^Prn:^ 

positive policy and programme ?rv ¥< 1 ?fPn ?W‘I 4i¥f7t ¥t?-fT¥ 

?tm 'iftimnf 1 Trrrr ?TPttc? ^’rftR ?t**n rivj a ^?>rrm murt 'if^m:^ ztn 

»m¥r^ '«ft3T v t3 ?¥i mtt? 1 Medical (’olJege 4V. school 

'Oft Ptc 3 ¥ 3 ^^ ^ftR ftn *fM ^ftlTTCE ? ¥JC¥tTT ftoTCM ¥* 5 ¥^ ^nf^T ? n?? 

00 ?* vf| 5 > ^ PPl*tr 3 tflsf 5 TC 3 wfa* ^?T 1 <&’ 3 T 5 tC^ «RT c¥tfr TTHR 

t3Ttft, i)3TT^3 C^’TWft *Z*n ¥3«R ?»rftR ¥tC?R ? ?t:^ (TTI T5 3f% 

pharmaceutical works mv$ 3 r *n:«fT ft *;i ?fr?ti^ ? 4?^ ft Muslim chemist 

and druggistc?? *r*ti > 4 ¥t 3^itm c^ftr^t ^»em ¥nr^«t ft? ^3 vtm ?r?t? 1 

vflflirtl*! ¥T? ?$¥ SI C¥H ¥SS?RM ¥?41? ¥E4t:C?^l ftftof! fTCI? 

c? ¥si3? 'jmt3 ¥W?« >rc i "nr^ft i sf* vnftrtcs? tyt toi »rct<rrs ^ci r? ttti rtt?r 

tf¥? ¥t?i strs *rtm fsft^n ftwrc^ ym tffttr? w*n ¥i^tM i ?n*tT? ¥ft 

¥▼*1 nftr¥ cvmot^ sn ?t3j vrwff stij>end m *fmt «fmm ?t?rc5s i ft^ policy and 
programme fipttr? c¥¥t 4 ’ftrs ftft^’n? *fc?!¥s ir*iz4 ?r?i ?r?ts ^ i 

t|T3T¥f C*xm ^3M UCC'P* «ftfin ?E«*f Stftm ftTO I ft3T S3S >pr?TT? 8f? 
? l tc3 cr 4V S 3 tn *r¥T<nr^nr *t? si ?K?rTfin «nft? ^^rtsr? r*> -*rti -m srt i ?t^ ?fl- 
>T3T?« ft ft? i wr£ft feft^fi ftprrs? *ppm« 3t?TC¥ ftfars fftfts ¥ftt3 5tt? i eft 

Wflt 3t»3 ff¥tt?? THri Planning Committee & fTHtrt tftM^ f ? ¥Nf|Cg? S^tClt 
4t ftft? 4t W4 (3T? ¥ftl^f ftc*rtttft 8s; Volume4f '*8 (S « 

» m yt ! p l¥f tfft ¥ft?3ft I 

^wnrti fttft ffl->T5i q f virry c j ? c*TO3 mv fftrrft c*r ^m?i c*H"tt 

ftft^si fimvm rfm 'O tfftfto? Smu ftgftft3 rpr? ?frt ¥ftn mmft ttg trtrst fwr® ¥T* 
ftti ftt3 *tfc? 3T?ti frm ¥t?s i cf*t*ft ftft^fi ftptrs? s tpffci? wsi wfj sr? 

cfW ¥ftprlt iftfwn ftt*w rnmuf ^f*t ¥?i ?ft *nn w ¥ft?tw ^ gi fro fi ntn yrfi^s 
tt ftft^ ¥fttf fffOl 4 ¥fP ¥ftts ffts Cfftl 4 t ¥ftlC¥? ftftfl TOttfe 15 tf!ff« fit 
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4*sr I. c. S. ¥Hforft tv Turner mrmm wfiftv* i tar 

INflr (wit/f * g ) wjft«rc T3trs w2*i ** vfwnr jntrv fsqfrfai *tmi 4t 
▼faro wrtwpft t«t cWt «nf to *i 4t* s fcfa wh'to faro wtw wfinpnn 

tfWVHTO l& wfirtw ft% Sub-Committee rt* vftrz *tTfro i TOPrctiff wrs: - TO 

o 

tot 2 ftfrowiw Ttfro^ i 

tawrc* frcTTT 4 * cr, 4$farc*iT« n* fVj2 wr* ▼<* toiafts *rwf nrtn wtfTiKfi 
jpnrar oft «m2 wrn c**fto fefron faro* 42 wvrW^i fmi i wrvn ^ 42 c?, cWTi 

frfVvn frotro *fa ton c*svi m, r2c*r cto* titt-ww mivvc^ 2m ffti viroi wro- 

4lfTOn* f^Tt€tmR 4OTT)t<fi «TC«tWl TO* c«WI vfaTl tf4tf*5 *2tV I 4f«f TO?1 TtfltSm 
Wf* XRT (TO CTO 5TST3TT WTI 4*!') fTO TT4 4f* fTfotTO WfTOf W*t%41 *ttfS 
*to--*$tvi vto <*<Pto fsfaKTi faarr^ *rfarr 3 tsfron fw 44 ? cr*fto $4irfw* nfim 
forrSt &w fV wfwi totc** tttt fasrtin fro Nfro r 2m *ft<m 1 4TO TOstit 

froi Tfrm totw;to tottciti to tpra w*i tfro, fsi TOri- 

jponft C4 sn, ^ts: ?588 ttct* Tmrff $ t*vn r $faM TOtmmi to cto jfi- 

TOT TOT TO! 5fo< TO I TOfefr grSTWlP CTOW 431 44; Trtw 42 TOC< 

TSFWofoi&T T'HVl tITO^I 

Mr. W. C. W0RD8W0RTH: Mr. S] anther, Sir, 1 propone no out, 
support no rut. This party wishes to compliment the lioii’hle Minister 
on the courage, purpose an<l promise m his budget, jh is long since we 
were given such stimulating medicine. Wars are great nils but greut 
evils sometimes leave a little good behind, and this war has lett the Minis- 
ter in the position of being able to do something to eimch, il that is not all 
extravagant word, our hospital and medical equipment in Bengal. Let 
us have a word of gratitude to the Army that have gone Irom Bengal 
leaving this behind. They eould not take t hoi i hospitals with them, but 
aiiy how they did not try to, the* did not want to. I think thev have seen 
a good number ol hospitals in Bengal and did not want to look into them 
again. 

Yesterday or the day belore yesterday we were given a very valuable 
document— -a rich mine of knowledge and inhumation, the Bhore Report. 
Some ot us have already studied it. It tells us how' we are situated, what 
we ought to do. It you look at page .17 you will see how Bengal is equipped 
with hospitals, and it shows that we want hospitals everywhere, in towns, 
in the countryside, and hospitals are uot only buildings. You want besides 
everything for their working beds and linen and furniture and medical 
equipment, medicines, doctors and last but ceitainly not least the nurse*. 
It is a rule of thumb; that is a rule of experience in many countries that 
for public health you want three nurse* to one doctor. 1 have asked the 
nurse friend what that means. What *he told me I fell you, ft is not 
only the patient that wears down the nurse, it is the doctor. She has to 
decipher his handwriting, correct his mistakes, keep an eye on him 
generally, keep all manner of reports, statistics and tables. [ have not 
submitted this opinion to any doctor for his opinion and therefore I give 
it to you as one-sided unsubstantiated opinion, not as official opinion but, 
shall I say;' as semi-official. 

Now, we want three nurses to one doctor. India has ten doctors to one 
nurse. Think of her miserable existence. In Bengal what is the situa- 
tion? The Bhore Report gives the figures on page 40, if you have the 
report on hand — 42 institutions in the rural areas, 92H in urban areas, 
fewer than a thousand, and that is for a land of 60 million people where 
the index of health is not very high. The only small comfort, a mean, 
selfish comfort, on that page for us in Bengal is that we are better off 
than Madras which has 66ft and the United .Provinces 267. 



122 


fjfcMAND FOR GRANTS. 


[26th Sept., 


Vow, wbat u the aim? The aim is set out m he second volume-the 
Recommendations of the Bhore Report. India has now 7,000 nurses. 
I'he Bhore Report aims at 50,000 in ten years. Where are they to come 
From 4 ' Here Home who are interested would welcome a reference to an 
u tide in the April, 1946, Number of the Journal of the United Service 
Institution of India, It is by a Matron— Hi nchey and is entitled “Want- 
fd An Indian Nursing Crusade”. She deals with this problem. She said 
[udia has 7, (KM) nurses. The Bhore Report wants 50,000 in ten years, but 
India’s needs want 778,000. India cannot be regarded as properly 
•quipped with administration for Public Health until it has 778, (K)0 nurses, 
bat is to say, 100 nurses for every one today and her aitiele is an attempt 
U un answer to this question. How are we to find them, and she says, the 
mly hope is by a Nursing Crusade, one with determination b\ every interest 
)V ’Government, by the Press, by publicity experts, by every organisation 
hat can bring influence to bear on the family, the school and the college. 


Now’, we know what are the conditions of our hospitals. We know 
Hospitals with one or two nurses; we may know somr with no nurses at all. 

L have been in large hospitals where "the patient takes with him or her the 
whole family which does the nursing during the day and sleeps around or 
juder (lie bed at night. What < hance has the Doctor in (hose conditions? 
What chance has the patient ,what chance lias the country’s health? What 
is wuutcd is skilled musing as well a*' tenderness. Now tenderness India 
[•an supply in amplitude; India can supply tender nurses in millions, but 
skill must ho given. It does not come by nature. 1 o get a proper kind 
of nurses in proper number means proper nursing conditions, reasonable 
pay and all the rest that makes a eomtoi table living and skill in the pro- 
fession and always eomideiate treatment both duiing tiaining and after- 
wards dining hospital or pm ate set vice. Some hole may lie acquainted 
with the Report of the Horde! Committee on nursing in England in 1944. 
That makes a suggestion, but one •mggeMion is the Amoticun system that 
nurses training should be a kind of University experience and study, that 
nurses should be treated a* .students paid perhaps by scholarships from 
private or public funds and not used as con\eiiient sources of cheap domes- 
tic labour for the convenience ot hospital administrations 

(At this stage the uifinhei touched hi* time-limit but wn.* allowed to 
continue for one minute more.) 

Sir, there are two other points which I would like to mention at the 
end. One is the department of medical education in America and in 
Englund. 1 have no time more than to refer to it, hut shall certainly 
hear about it, and the Hou’ble Minister who I daiesay will be in his present 
office tor the next 15 to 20 years daughter! may have an opportunity of 
helping the Medical Faculty. The point — to put it briefly and there- 
fore, accurately- is this. J> not medical education being damaged liecause 

medical principles are thrust out ot sight by a mass of detail as the student 

bus to get up during his years in a medical school. Should they not pay 
more attention to principle and less to detail? 

The last word that 1 should like to any is on the Education budget had 
we had an opportunity . For 20 to ->U years we have been talkihg occa- 
sionally and making small efforts at medical service. I want' to know if 
the efforts will go on and some day we shall have, one adequate centre for 

this province. It is our belief and the belief the world over on public 

health that the care for the health ot growing children is a very necessary 
element in that policy. 

Mr, |» D. JALAN: Mr. Spealcer, Sir, while we are discussing this 
subject, 1 want to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge’ 
of this Department to a matter which has engaged the attention of this 
House previously. 
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With regard to the tuberculosis hospital which is going to he 
established at Kanchrapara, I agree that there should be a tuberculosis 
hospital in this province. My objection is with regard to the aite which 
has been selected for this province. 5,000 bighat of kad are being utilised 
for the purpose of the tuberculosis hospital. These 5,000 bighat 
of land belong to another charitable institution, namely, the 
Calcutta Pinjrapole Society, which preserve about (>,000 cattle, which 
has got a dairy farm and supplies milk and is trying to improve the cattle 
breed under modern scientific methods and (his 5,(HH1 biaahs of land are 
being snatched away from the Pinjrapole Society, it will sound a 
death knell to the further good things that the Society can do. After 
GO years of hard labour for the acquisition of these 5,0(10 big ha.* of land 
and production of fodder and grams, it this piece of land is 
taken away, it will he impossible for the Society to do its duty any more. 
As a matter of fact in I04d, these 5,000 bn; has of land were 
acquired by the Military for war purposes. It was impossible for any 
person to object to tin* same m the exigencies of the situation. Notice 
u as given to the Society that the land would be returned six months 
after termination of the war. but when the war terminated and the 
Society was expecting to get hack the land, it is being deprived of its 
land. * As a matter of fact. Sir. recently oil the 25th July, 104(5, this 
plot was inspected by Id. -General Bird, Special Commissioner, Food 
Department, Government of India; Mr. Sethi, Food Commissioner, 
Government of India; Mr. N. M. Khan, Director of Agriculture; Sardnr 
Bahadur Sir Datar Singh, Cuttle Ctilization Adviser, Government of 
India; Mr. Bellinger, New Zealand Duin Fxpert. Government of 
Bengal and others. Mr. Bird remarked: “I am delighted to have had 
the opportunity of visiting this excellent institution and hope that it 
will he given all possible help to expand and increase its useful purpose”. 

With regard to this mutter Surdar Bahadur approached the Governor 
of Bengal as well as the Prime Minister and other Ministers and the 
letter which lie has Written to the Society was to this effect : “ l have 

spoken to His Excellency the Governor, Chief Minister, Minister for 
Agriculture, Secretary of the Agriculture Depuitment and Director of 
Agriculture, and 1 hope they will consider the matter sympathetically . 

I have emphasised that it will lx* in the interest of the milk supply and 
for the improvement of cattle in the province to return this land to your 
Society.” The C.S.P.C.A. also passed a resolution drawing the atten- 
tion of Government: “there is no reason that when on the one hand 
the Government are trying to improve cattle bleeding and spending so 
mucji money under the new scheme they should hamper the cause which 
the Society is doing on the similar lines. It is better that the Govern- 
ment «hould help those institutions which already exist and improve 
them first instead of planning out. qew scheme of (lie same kind.” 

* So far as the Society is concerned, J do not know whether Govern- 
ment has taken medical advice with regard to the propriety of the sit# 
of the proposed tuberculosis hospital. But so far as my information 
goes, it is a low tying land and a malarial land. There is a jute mill 
m the neighbourhood and the population of labourers is about one lakh. 
If Government is allured by the structures which have been built by the 
Military Department, -then I may say that the structures are temporary. 
As a matter of fact tbe road which was built by the Military Department 
is a very bad road !ndyit will have to be, absolutely replaced by a better 
road. ' Therefore the structures should be no consideration so far as the 
site of the hospital is concerned. I would draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of this department to consider impartially 
the pros and amt and I hope that he will see his way not to prickle this 
Society, because if 5,000 bighat r of land are taken away from 
the Society, it will be impossible for tb* Society to acquire a similar 
area in the .next few generations to coiite. If Government wants any 
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land for its own purposes or for the establishment of a tuberculosis 
hospital, it can utilise its machinery to acquire such land as may be 

necessary. Moreover the land which is being acquired is very fertile 

land ancl in the special situation in the province about food crisis, we 
should not be deprived of the utility of these 5,000 bighas of fertile land. 

So far as the tuberculosis hospital is concerned, it can be established 
on less fertile land or barren land can be found for that purpose. That is 
a point which I want the Hon’ble Minister to consider. 

Then, Sir, Government is going to have a Medical College in the 

Lake area. Everybody knows what shortage there is in Calcutta at 

present of houses. If the Lake area which is an ideal place for 
residential sites is utilised for the establishment of a Medical College, we 
shall deprive Calcutta of good housing sites. I would also implore the 
Hon’lde Minister in charge of this department to consider whether it 
would he advisable to have a Medical College in another suitable site. 

With these few words, Sir, I resume my seat. I hope that the Hon’ble 
Minister will consider these matters sympathetically. 

Mr. KANAILAL DA83: far: -OwR, nrR, wrwcw wrr cut-motion 4? tta Stor 
vtrcm> tftn Unions Hospitals vrwri w*i i ti) rcm 4*; wf*f=mn mwcm nr, 
wfarnr nr c*PT 3 otrfa n;«tu wir? wto i wet wet Hospitals 

«tf*R Wtai ctlrsrt fttonR *r*ri vtTO, 4 *; cn? wnr wett rnn *pnra esm wfa* 
4*; tfrev* w*vtM«[ nttew*! ?fR wet wt i to tfirw nrt*M 

Hospital** cwma vrti nr Mfwr* *fmr* wmyi ft* far wftwi* mrh vtcia? i 

far: *<Twr, nrR, *f* *w* ^rrc'4 *K*n* *[Pf*rttc** nto wtwcw* wtti 

wta wrr twti fonnro *«<i mwcm *to MftaR i immwr to tfmrtftc** vrrr ®ri to, 
<4*; ?fiv if* enrv «r fto, to 4 *twr to -rffc** 4*; ypttttkw vnri 4c**Tnrt ntt i 4*; 

wet vnr yrett wjpkmti 5 w wc* tan? 1 frit* vm vtor wt sr*i wm wet 
w«0 4 v«nr ton? 1 frn*r wror* w, To-f nr«1> cw troi to wt<tt vet eft**! 

MitanlR •few vrvi *wr *rm: «rr<a 1 mu nr‘t tffa popular 

Government Mta to sw, im ?tcM ffPRfto 5 ? vrvr vwr bmt iRmra n*/rf*R 
vravi **) Stoi 

tftrw mrrm ortrM* oH fttonR wotm, srm 3 Sms* Stzw vstnr w cm Mto 
wi wfo nRRM Hospital 4*; MRR*t fttonR *j*n v*i sto ^ w c^rr^ *ri nfti 
an 1 *fatonR ’w^Tc^r nr ** cm *ri *rton? trr vm vm tom* *rrft 1 

tftar^t’n yan visit cwr ^ c**\, 

^rrrevar *r*nr* 'tew wr am? 1 3 Tvrvi Quack nrvnrr gv«r wto vtfr wt 1 

4^: vnt wewrar S^vrcar^i ^rnwR? rrr 1 

br: nrrw, projwr surgical help 4 ? w ntfcvff tfwr*T vlirrrf 1 ^ 

case wtl^r wrfar to w wsmt n* vto sn, evt* 4V^ am < tmr< tou nwnr surgical 

help4* mrt rtvrto 1 * 4f» ft* wet surgical help tsm 

nrt nrtvftw ^ vts m 1 ttm cw*mr c*m 4vft «pm 4*13 tovtnrs ck* accidentally 
<nw <trft ®mi Mr* 4^: ttvr *nt, Mta?? VI* (ribs) S lungs damage vii 
*nr smew Burdwan Hospital Miui wri wn« wt nr? 1 *n% fv^ Mnr ctr*f wm 1 
ft: "Owm, MiR, tfTrww to* epidemic wrs ttnr im* vW gtvw^trv* *wj 
w*i 4W rp*R wnm rt*i 3ci I ms «t cm & epidemic nrtcM Mto v* 1 

Mtonr** cMrw 4 ** cwr mtvti ant *rr m tjrcv* cnrwftMrw r$Tt vns jto *wi v*\ *m 1 
tfttv t* W**l MtMTW «Wl MTS*l *R 4*: OTr*? MTW case attend Wfl WMTfT Vtfl 3ck. 
< 4 *t ent ^rnev* visit (attending fees) 41 *T*Ttfi <mr c*, tf^*t^nr* Mew gW C ff 
MtfTfT cw$*i mwt ftn ^ri 1 
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fa ’•ffm, MTTM, TO m fan Health Ministers! sf vtorft l ct 
>TR 5WT!tM *fTM!tJfaMM firvcfc Government Hospital wn*, cmTOt CTO mti cm rg yfcif *w» 
tomt *rrsMi m mi i vrs cmtoi doft bed to, fin yri mimt ft ooB bed, 
*mn mi totm *try TO m Mtft ooB bed cm tfro yfiron i frrst m mmitstcm tew* 
fVi medical help c»$MT! cms stm* mi i 

ft: *1>m, MIT?, malaria, cholera, smallpox tf^fy CTO TOcm dd !fft WMI m 
*rv cm mpti mto i cm$ Msmri sy cm mtmi Mt« «n i TOs *fi*f st TOM 

cum TOpfotn m m m i *o f®rr w . frTO* mcm cm cm w' nc*frr m st mto 
atm faryn mi mmi m*m i *ff $*nm ftcMt mwifi TO? i fires MtfaMM i mi firm mm 
cm* ^mi vrt*wwi tocm TOy tor i cmto MTOftTO mum mm cmitom «*y, ft* cm 
cm? My<rM*£ tTfoTOra mtmti mry cmto MinTOni sc^mtcm m* toto i sm: cm cmi 4** 
mm mro Mfaffiry TOTO i UTO ^rrr^Gnn cholera o amallpoxcss >ri<TO u 
▼mi mtm mrm cm Mft My<tM«* Smjv steps cmm i 

^jpf Dutch GovernmentSM *fm Java toi o»fff T&> TO* cholera CTO 
fay i cwrm Dutch Government cholera m tffiJTOW fitrs, cmto cholera 
TOM' old M* TOTOi Statistics <vfaM artfarty *ff»n MTM, CMTO m* m* cmitom 
TOy *m cmto arroo «-4*f& cmitom vm. 44* cmmi faro TOmti* Mtmi 

Mo<dC‘tM finre =n MffaTOi m tot* foreign diploma •fttj doctors 'TO*, <Tr«m 
CTO ®df? cm yrrfdM Steffi firm mmcm ▼cmmi f*MTO practical training fay fcm yffflfl 
▼mt continently MTfcy sf, mM CMTOt CTR3 honpitalcs cliolera cam? iJffl d? I 

fir: -Om, »rrrM, ^irfir Health Ministertv ^rcmIm Mfi fyfir Popular Government 
'tfiM firs m yfrcM. cm m 3TO war dct at cmpi m ^fiwfd, c*tt »rra 
5<tTM *TOR ?finn 4? dm tf^y Snm *** 4M* ^Mt>?rc«rM mi M"M I fir: 

■•frm, MJTM, mrdM Health Minister 4 MTCM dovclopcincnt programrnecs ^, 8 y, 0 ^,rx)CK 
mmw ^CMdM 5 M* ^ri r^cy mo.OO.qoCk Pni “for incn'ase in the numlier of 
hospital IkhIs and provision of new l»cd in Rural areas’ ’ MTT5 MTU ^fifTSTSM I Wtfi 
m^tM C 7 MM fifiriJfM Mcrr^w ^TOtM *U fyfii CMS tjfs Unionts MMrf *firnj Hospital4M 
mn few 4 Mt cmS rmTOci Meflical ward, Surgical ward, Maternity ward, « 
Children vsard, 4 M ym MTOM? mict i Mfr^r c^ci fif« ^51 am: m cm c¥N« 

CMi-r? crm Mrynr wfirM, 4 m: $r\ Mttm dru *** tmim i 

fir: nmr, ^rtfir wpt 4vf Tm^m m m mrM wi cmm ▼frM 1 cmmi m 

cm ems m, Mfyrcy ctom tf*y ^jfy r«, 4 ^^ ▼fircy 9tc*t, 1 cHVf 4* ▼▼m 

c?m nr cm, ?rm wstm i fin cm del mtcw$ ^tcy o«15 Urrn **$ cvm rem, cm cmiIW 

*fCM» VM^fCMM tftMM (} ffTT fad MMTO ^T! Mjt MM1 TO5 WMIW I 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr, Dass, your time is up. 

Hr. KANAILAL PASS: One minute Sir, firi 4 c^CM MMfr mvmi M f gM tf n 
fird g# fi ry sr^n ems m m ?o«i mtm rv Mtt i cmmm sm m ▼fay cmp# *pj Sci 

fipM 3 MMMMtM M4MII Mf Cf I ▼CMMI, smallfWX 3 MrtCMfifMl CMTCd tffam ▼fifMTM MMf 
MVM CMTC^f Vl$ MMMMtM Ml ▼¥# fa* MfMMTd, 4M: CMt MMTCy tffoTOTM MPTT1 ▼!!! CMM *f*J 

Ml Srt I nfirem TO MtM^M Mil MTOMdr ▼MdlM TOr CM, fyfa CMM fa«M MMMMfM fiffipTId 

cTOM !f¥y from m, motoTOf mc^mstm «rtrwi w^errr firyrc^M TOr atpri mm i 

Mr. MADAR BUX: Sir, after looking through the Budget, I feel 
myself much disappointed, because tlie needs ana requiremetots of the 
mofussil people have been* completely overlooke<l. Sir, the budget haa 
been shaped and presented in the most stereotyped fashion in spite of 
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the fact that serious changes have taken place around us. We cannot, but 
take notice of the fact that the people in the mofussil have 
become conscious, and have come to assert their rights, and the time is 
very near when they will call an explanation from us. Sir, it is a fact 
that epidemics, cholera and small-pox are very frequent in the mofussil, 
and the people in the mofussil — both men, women and children, die like 
cats and dogs without attention of the leaders. Sir, it' is a 
funny thing and very deplorable that in this age of civilization, we find 
not a single hospital within a thana, we find not a single dispensary 
within a union, and we talk of Itural Development, Post-War Reconstruc- 
tion, and things like that. Sir, another funny thing is that 
the interest of the mofussil people in the budget, not only in the rnattei 
of Medical, hut in other subjects such as Special Education and such 
other things, has been sacrificed at the altar of the interest of the city 

and towns people. So, Sir, my suggestion is this that the Hon’blt 

Minister will kindly take notice of these facts, and will take immediate 
measures for starting dispensaries in each union, and for starting 

hospital within an urea comprising of 0 unions. Sir, some of m> 
honourable friends might be of the opinion that hospitals might be started 
within every thana, but I differ from this view, because the 

area of different %liunus differ; some thana consists of 14 unions and some 
0 unions. So, if you ure really sincere and if you really sincerely fee] 
for the mofussil people then please do not delay taking immediate step* 
for starting hospitals within an area of (i unions. 

Sir, unless we do it, we would not be able to face the people and wt 
would not be able to submit a proper explanation to the people. Sir 
the condition of my constituency — and not only of my own constituency 
but my entire district and also of each district in the province of Bengal- 
is horrible. In my constituency just about a year ago there was ui 
epidemic of -cholera in the month ot November, and thereafter there wai 
an epidemic of small-nox in the months ot May to dune. Sir, there wn 
no vaccination available there. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This again is a subject for the Public Health budget 

Mr. MADAR BUX: 1 th ink the time at my disposal is very slior 
and though l have given a cut motion under Public Health, 1 would no 
be able to mention it at the proper time and therefore I am making i 
passing reference to it. Sir, our grievance is that when an area is visite' 
with cholera and small-pox in quick succession, even then no assistanc 
is forthcoming from Government. So my appeal to the Hon’ble Miuiste 
in charge of this budget is that immediate steps should be taken to sen< 
medical relief to the mofussil ureas as soon us an epidemic breaks ou 
there. I urge upon the Hon* ble Minister to take steps so that we ma 
have the advantages of state dispensaries and hospitals in each union an 
each thana. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTERJI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, OTn ’OT* 

wm voa ; wrrti anon -avtr* wfi i Horn 

member fr eve**? wto* OTa sm jtb, ftw ot w*ti tow, nmvrwpn to 

wtumrfc jfl cm mx ; vtot* wromror m fr ? ot to? fra ars vai 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, I cannot help you in the matter. 

Th. Hon'bl. Mr. MOHAMMED AU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do no 
propose to mince matters: rather, 1 propose to face facts squarely, an 
therefore I admit that the medical facilities for the people of Bengal ar 
inadequate and far from satisfactory. But before I deal with tbs 
question generally and outline the policy of Government, I would firs 
of all like to deal with the various criticisms that have been made durin; 
the discussion on my motion for voting of supplies. 
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Sir, Mr. Ganendra Chandra Bhattachariee has rained the question of 
facilities to be granted for the Aurvedic, the Unani and the Homeopathic 
systems of medicine. Before 1937, no help was given to any of these 
systems of medicine and to medical practitioners in those systems. But 
after 1937, Government constituted three faculties for the Aurvedic, the 
Unani and the Homeopathic systems of treatment, and Government have 
also given financial assistance to these State faculties for the purpose of 
recognising institutions and for registering the names of successful 
candidates so that the names of the doctors who practise in those systems 
art* registered. But apart from that no other facilities have been granted 
by Government, because Government held the view that under 
modern conditions, the Homeopathic and the Unani systems are not sty 
progressive. I personally feel that even these s\ stems o! medicine have 
been prevalent in this country for a long time past. Government should 
not therefore ignore these different systems and therefore there is a 
scheme under examination of Government under which a sum of Its. 1^,000 
a year will be given to the Dacca University for the institution 
of a diploma courses of t lie Aurvedic and tin 1 I'mini systems of medicine. 
It is a moot point whether Government should pay due attention to 
these systems in view of the fact that in modern times in fighting 
modern disease, we require modern methods. Just us* it is no use in 
modern warfare taking recourse to swords und speais which are hopelessly 
out of place, so also in tackling modern diseases it is no use taking 
recourse to old and antiquated systems of treatment. What is needed is 
to take recourse to modern scientific method of treatment. 

Sir, Mr. Mahanti has raised the question of inadequaev of seats in medical 
hospitals. I admit the mini her of seats are inadequate. We have 
increased the number of seats b\ the establishment of a medical college 
in Dacca und we propose t «> raise the existing medical schools to the 
standard of a college, so lhut they ma\ he provided with more seats for 
hospitals. 

Mr. Muzumdar has referred to the ouestion of F.U.K.. hospitals. 1 
wish to deal with them when I deal with the general question of medical 
hospitals. Sir, 1 have found tliut sometimes the treatment in our 
medical institutions are not satisfactory. 1 had before me a case 

yesterday where l found that a ver\ responsible medical officer in charge 
of a big department in the Medical College was guilty of culpable neglect 
and it was proposed hv the department that the bead of the 

directorate should give a censure to the medical officer. But 1 was not 
satisfied with that. I said that 1 should congratulate the person who 

by sending the complaint was doing a very good public service by 
bringing to the notice of Government, the culpable neglect of duty of 
medical officers. It is true that many such cases of neglect of duty is 
not brought to the notice of Government, but when they are brought to 
the notice of Government and when a jiersnii is proved to la* guilty, 
Government will certainly not he satisfied by simply letting off tfie 

negligent officer with a mere censure, but that drastic action should bo 
taken and exemplary punishment should be given so that other responsible 
officers will be more careful in future. Sir, if any complaint is brought 

to the notice of Government and if a medical officer is found guilty of 

neglect, severe steps will be taken against such defaulting officers. 

Mr. Dolui has referred to the question of temporary Jjake College, 1 
have discussed this in my reply to the general discussion of 

the Budget, and I simply want to [mint out that this is a scheme under 

the P.W.R. project. The Government of India will finance, ho far as 
the capital cost is concerned, cent, per cent; so far as the maintenance 
of the college is concerned, the Government of India will pay cent per 
cent. It is only for the maintenance of the hospital with 1,000 beds 
that we are to share the cost between the Government of India and 
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the Government of Bengal on a 50-50 basis. Therefore we do not think 
we should grudge this expenditure, because this expenditure will be 
incurred by the Government of India, whereby the Government of India 
proposes to give facilities for war service licenciates to obtain the degree 
of Bachelor of Medicine. 

I am grateful to Mr. Pentony for the valuable suggestions that he 
ha/s made for improvement in the Medical Department of Government 
and for the improvement of medical facilities in the city. He has said 
that in the teaching department, there should be two separate cadres, 
vix., a cadre for teaching in the medical colleges and schools and a 

separate cadre for medical practitioners. That suggestion is Very 

valuable, but 1 cannot give an opinion on it, because* neither he nor 
myself are experts in medical science. So, I think this matter will have 
to receive very careful consideration of Government. The problem 
certainly bristles with difficulties. It may be argued that if a teacher, 
to be a successful teacher in a medical college, does not receive first- 
hand practical experience, he will simply be a theoretical teacher and in 

the practice of medicine, the practical side of medicine and surgery is 

a very valuable factor. The reference that he has made to the Science 
Department of the Calcutta University, 1 am afraid, bears no analogy 
so far as the teaching of medicine is concerned, where more practical 
training is essential and imperative than theoretical training. But 
certainly this question should be very careful considered by Government. 

So far as the grant of overseas scholarships is concerned, he says in 
his speech that we should import teachers or we should send teachers for 
training overseas so that they can come back and impart the benefit of 
their learning from overseas to the students here instead of sending our 
students for training abroad. That may be one side of the picture. 
But the other side of the picture is that if our teachers go for training 
overseas and they come hack and train our students, the experience that 
they gain overseas will be conveyed second-hand. Jt is much 
better for our students to go abroad and receive first-hand training from 
recognised medical colleges and colleges which have progressed very far 
ahead in medical research and scientific discovery. 1 think Mr. Pentony 
will realise that this is a subject which should he very carefully 
considered and we should not be content merely by importing teachers 
from abroad or by sending our teachers for training abroad, so that they 
can come back and train our students here. It is necessary that our own 
students and our own doctors should go abroad anti get the benefit of the 
tremendous stride medical research has made in foreign countries. 

Sir, he has made a very valuable suggestion regarding the institution 
of special hospitals for special diseases. It is unfortunate that in Bengal 
we have no hospitals for tuberculosis, but we have made a start. 
We have got the hospital at Kanchrapura. We also propose to start a 
hospital at Amulia. There was another project to start a hospital in the 
district of Midnapore, hut we are scrapping that project. We do not 
propose to go ahead with it, because we feel that hospitals in the Province 
should be equally distributed so that the benefits of the hospital 
may he available to the people in all parts of the Province. If we have 
a hospital at Amulia and also^ one at Midnapore, the people of East 
Bengal can have a legitimate . grievance. So, instead of going ahead 
with that post-war reconstruction project, we are now amending that 
scheme, so that we can start a hospital at Dacca for the benefit of the 
people residing in the eastern parts of this Province. Therefore, we have 
Jnow got three tuberculosis hospitals in contemplation — one in Central 
Bengal, vi*., at Kanchrapara, one in Western Bengal at Amalia and 
another in Eastern Bengal at Dacca. I know that these three hospitals 
will not meet the needs of the tubercular patients in the Province, but 
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I am sure that will be a very good beginning and hitherto the people of 
the Province were denied the benefit of a single State institution for the 
treatment of tubercular patients. 

Sir, I am grateful to Mr. Wordsworth for his very kind appreciation 
of the provisions in this year’s budget for development of medical 
facilities and I agree and voice with him, our gratitude to the Army for 
the contribution they have made, viz., they have made it possible for 
us to acquire very valuable medical equipment and apparatus. It was 
due to the military equipment that it was possible for us to start the 
Kanchrapara Hospital and it is also due to the military equipment and 
military buildings that we can start a thousand-bedded hospital in th<* 
Lake Area. 

Mr. 8URE8H CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: No tuberculosis in North 
Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The K anehraparu Hospital will 
serve that .purpose. 

So far as his reference to the Bhore (ommittee is concerned, 1 agree 
with him that there is inadequacy of nursing in the Province. That is 
a stumbling-block for the expansion of medical facilities in this Province. 
We are badly in need of muses. To meet this problem we now 
contemplate starting a diploma course in Nursing, so that we may have 
a Provincial Nursing Service in the Province. It is also one of our 
P W.1L projects, so that we may have a Provincial Nursing Service in 
order to give better remuneration and more attractive emoluments to the 
nurses. Then we propose to institute a sort of vernacular training for 
nurses It is unfortunate that there exists a certain amount of prejudice 
among the Bengalee girK against this service, hut it is very gratifying 
to note that this prejudice is being gradually removed. 

Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Is it a fact that Indian nurses do 
nut get the same treatment as European nurses m the Medical College 
in the matter of food facilities ami boarding facilities and is if also u 
fact that the nurses supplied by the Indian Council of Nurses or some 
Mich sort of organisation are not within the control of the Medical College 
authorities and of the different authorities- 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 cannot allow you to make a speech. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The statement in substance 
reflects the actual position. We have here m Calcutta an institution 
known as the Calcutta Hospital Nurses Institution and they supply 
nurses to some of our hospitals- not to all the hospitals, not to the 
Sambhunuth Hospital, but to the Medical College Group of hospital*. 
That is a system by which a sort of dual control is exercised over nurses 
and I feel that there arc certain difficulties in the way of 
immediate removal of control of (’.10.1., but that is a matter which 
is receiving my attention and I hope w r e shall be able to improve the 
existing condition. It is also correct that in the mutter of scale of 
stipends granted to the nurse trainees, there is some amount of 
discrimination and also there is discrepancy as between hospital and 
hospital. A trainee in certain hospital receives Rs. 10 per month and 
in another hospital receives Rs. 40 jn*r month. There are matters which 
are engaging my attention and 1 hope I shall Ik* able to remove these 
anomalies in a verv short time. But the most important point" hi .that 
1 would request al! members to help Government in the matter of doing 
propaganda for inviting trainees in nursing. 1 am shortly going to 
constitute a committee which will tour all over the Province in order to 
examine whether training in Nursing can be given in our mofussil 
institutions and if that caff be done, I am sure that that would facilitate 
our giving training to a large number of Bengalee girls in the language 
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of the country. At the present moment there are certain difficulties in 
irivinir higher training in Nursing, because the minimum prescribed 
standard is Matriculation and I feel that this operates very harshly 
against some of our very eligible Bengalee candidates. I hope that with 
the removal of these difficulties, the problem of inadequate nursing staff 
in our hospitals will be solved. 

1 cannot help referring to some comments of Mr. Jalan. He has 
made a grievance that Government have acquired 5,000 bighas of land 
for the Kanchrapara Hospital, but 5,000 bighas is not for the Kanchra- 
para hospital only. The big plot in Kanchrapara is for various 
other development projects of Government. One point I would 
like to point out to Mr. Jalan. He has given stress on the 
necessity of cattle, but I want to tell him that this Kanchrapara 
Hospital is meant for the suffering humanity. Does he not consider that 
the suffering humanity should have precedence over the needs of the 
cattle? 

Now, I come to one important aspect of our medical facilities, viz., 
F.H.K. hospitals. During the famine a large number of F.R.E. 
hospitals were started in the Province. We had about 20,000 beds 
available in our F.lt.K. hospitals in different parts and very useful, very 
popular and very good work was done by these hospitals in rural Bengal. 
In our P.W.R. scheme we have adopted these rural hospitals 
and we have converted these F.R.E. hospitals, which were primarily 
intended for sick destitutes, into Auxiliary Government Hospitals. 
We propose to retain 20,000 beds as a permanent feature of rural medical 
facilities in our department. But, Sir, I must bring to the notice of 
the members the fact that the existing sites of F.R.E. hospitals are not 
at all suitable and have not been distributed on rational basis. They 
were distributed at a period of emergency only in areas where scarcity 
was prevalent and where immediate buildings were available. But in 
order to have permanent rural hospitals in the Province, it is 
necessary that these hospitals should be uniformly and equitably 
distributed on the basis of morbidity and population. Therefore, though 
we were to distribute these hospitals and reallot them imme- 
diately, in view of the impending scarcity of food and consequently of 
the threatened famine, it is not considered advisable " to take up th< 
question this year. Therefore, the matter was deferred and was allowet 
to rest. As soon as we tide over the present difficulties and as soon a; 
we turn the corner, in January next year, this question will be reexamine* 
and I am sure this grievance regarding the distribution of hospitals wil 
be redressed. We shall then distribute the hospitals districtwdse on th< 
basis of morbidity and population. These hojipitals will sent 
the rural people of the Province, who were hitherto denied the amouu 
of medical facilities they deserve. I want to assure the House that tliL 
Ministry has definitely a rural bias and it will do its best t< 
remove the grievances of the rural people which will he a contrast to tin 
policy hitherto followed, namely, to give medical facilities for the peoph 
living in the urban areas only. We want to reverse that policy. Tin 
urban areas have got the benefit so long. In future, we may assure tin 
House that the benefits of medical facilities must go to the rural people o 
this Province. 

With these words. Sir. I commend my motion to the acceptance of tb 
House and I oppose all the cutjnotions. 

The motion of Mr. Oanendra Chandra Bhattachnrjee that the demand o 
Rs. 8,64,65,000 for expenditure under the head ‘‘38 — Medical” be reduce* 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost.* 

The motion of Mr. Kanailal Dass that the demand of Rs. 3,64,65,00 
for expenditure under the head ‘*38— Medical” be reduced by Rs. 100, wa 
then put and lost. 
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The motion of Mr. Tharu Chandra Mohanty that the demand of 
Ke. 3,64,G5,(H)0 for expendiure under (he head “38— Medical" be reduced 
by Bs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Cham Chandra Mohanty that the demand of 
Bs. 3,04,65,000 for expenditure under the head “38— Medical" be reduced 
by Bs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Iiarendra Nath Dnlui that the demand of 
Bs. 3, 04, 0o, 0(H) for expenditure under the head '*38 — Medical” be reduced 
by Bs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon hie Mr. Mohammed Ali that a sum of 
Ks. 3,04,65.000 be granted for expenditure under the head “3S -MelicaP* 
was then put and agreed to. 


39— Public Health. 

The Hoit’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, on the recommendation of 
Ills hxeellencv the (iovcrmn, 1 beg to move that a sum of IN. 1 ,88,82,000 
be granted foi expenditure under tile head “30 Public Health’*. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sii, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Bs. 1 ,88,82,000 tor expenditure under the head “30 - Public 
Health' be reduced bv IN. 100. The reason tor my moving this motion is 
t<> raise a discussion about the (1) inadequacy ot the demand, (?) necessity 
of larger number of vaccinators, <3> large number of maternity homes in 
niral areas, (4> necessity of huger number of t mined midwives in rural 
a ecus, « 5 » free flistribution ot quinine in aflected niral areas, (ti) opening 
kala-azar centres in larger number in affected areas, (7) fallibility of 
so-called anti-malana schemes, (8i absence of plan in the matter of develop- 
ment progi amine under tlie head “Public Health", and (0) inadequacy of 
the number ot Sanitary Inspectors and then incompetence. 

Si i . I am not in a mood to speak on the subject. Moreover, the 
motion speaks tor itself I find that a new disease has entered into the 
Society and unless this is eradicated, the discussion i* u sham. 

Mr*. A8HALATA SEN: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
IN. 1,88, 8?, 0(H) for expenditure under the head “30 -Public Health" be 
i educed by Bs. 100. The reason for my moving this motion is to raise a 
discussion almut inadequacy ot the demand on the head “maternity and 
child welfaie". 

Mrs. NELLIE 8EN GUPTA: Sn, 1 beg to mo\e that the demand of 
IN. 1 ,88,8?, 000 tot expcndituic under the head “30 Public Health" be 
i educed by IN. 100 The reason tor my nan mg this motion is to raise a 
discussion about medical treatment in rural areas of (’bittugong. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH 8EN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Bs. 1,88,82.000 for expenditure under the head “30 -Public Health" be 
i educed by Bs. 100. The reason for my moving this motion is to raise a 
discussion about the* working of the Asansol Mines Board of Health. 

Mr. NANAI LAL D*: sir, I beg to move that the* demand of 

IN. 1,88,82.000 for expenditure under the head “30— Public Health" be 
reduced by IN. 100. The reason for my moving this motion is to raise a 

discussion about the failure of the Government for starting maternity homes 

and child welfare centres in aid of rural public. 

Mf. KANAI LAL Di. Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 

Bs. 1,88,82,000 for expenditure under the head “39— ^Public Health" be 
reduced by Bs. 100. The reason for my moving this motion is to raise a 
discussion about the apathy of Government to tackle the problems of publio 
health iu the Province. 
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Mn. AIHALATA SEN : *t**l* Speaker TO!**, ¥lf* ¥1W 41ft* ^torw *1r 

*ro 4c*ff,--*TO 4rnf^ c* **. crow ¥U, *t*i *it*ti **r 

* fam icw fa* wt* sir* fa ¥ftt*--$r*i fafa $tm *1*1 m ^to* $ro* 

*m wen scto i ¥f* 3t*t* nn wen srro to$ jf*t wtfa tft** **i, wtf$* ¥*ri$ 

$ft** *[?( * Iff C*TO C*t$ Of fam $ 1 * 4"¥l3«lt* fa* TO, C*f fam TlC# ¥ 1 * $fm 
l&m *flfa wrftm *rr# 4 *£i ¥113 ¥ 1*9 y* $*ro u i site* sc* ¥$ fa* ¥$ 
¥it* $ $*t$ c**r* fa c* *t;*t* fa far* ¥i* fa-w^^ft** yfcrofarf 
cTOft*. $tm Tic# CTO tftsfct* ¥ltt 4 i$T3 $to c*t*t* ^ j *tc*rk ^ 1 /ew 
(*1*1* f*f$^[ 1lc$ c¥lS C¥tf& fcWi it* ** 1C¥* *c*T Public Health Departments maternity 

and child welfare to 4¥fci *1*9 ¥lc$, $1* 4¥£i *7* *ms 7^ 

«rc*j 1 *li*l* *¥ *¥ fi$ 3 ¥t* cit* y* t[t* c*$ c¥ffP< 9 ctO fas-^R^tm w^tt ?$ nw 

fcl¥t I ¥t* Cl &f¥lkl3 f**R$ *T* TO *’ 5T*fc f*Cl* f*cl* *TO--*T*¥l* lift ** q^ f* 5 R 7 

rfut *1 4¥frl *W*%9 I 94 *1* *¥f* ¥*7 yzv l¥C** ^RtV f*$TY *1lT 4$ *T* **MF CTO 

*f fa* $**ifa s¥fP m $$toh fa* *r$r* $fat* *rf$** wm 1 

fa Sfa fa ¥tft C*1*t ¥11 *T$1C$ 51$ *l~¥lSt¥ WTO13 TO 51$ *1 | Jjfa SC¥* 
¥*TC¥ ¥(**$ C*1*1WM ¥*1$ ¥!¥¥!** 1* ![*!* frfl&T, $*<j ¥lf* mfm SFR S¥ ¥tn* *T¥ 
cic¥ ¥H iTO ^rfairfw, * 1*1 ¥*yj?i* ¥*icr c^writi ¥toe rnr* vn, 77 ^ ^:ci, *¥*¥c^ 

$t*i $fipT* c*m*M **c$ ¥$tj 1 ¥i* ^rf*s $iw* **ci *^«n 

s* ^*nfaT $nfa s^ri? ¥^1 <^m 1 f¥i ^rf* 4 ? *c* s? Tirffs *^c$ m* $r*i fa^c** 
CIWCITI ¥T* ^n*C* 1t*c$ ¥$TS *C*t Wffa *f*l ¥TC5S *fa $1*1 ¥-«ri 

*N K *fa*lT cit¥ *1*, $c* $r< ¥* f# o*T*v rc* Itstr* i 4 c?* rc* ifc*^ *IYi?r 

c*t¥ %r* *rfP *c* *fo*n *$--^1* *rf**im *ffa <fa fa* *rc* fan? inryf* -ns^ i 

¥tw 4 *wc« ¥f*t* tffj* *fal* «H'-»rf5W* *m cit¥ c* $17 csnfas, $i 4irr^ 

¥*f® I 4 $17 *91 H*9TT1 fa-*^7 *m* $1) | 4 $17 Cll* C*»1l *T* *f$T>R TO fl«*fr 77 

ck* ci"H *;irr* ici^i ¥tf* 4*1 t[i* r j c*rif? c*itc^ <?\ *** Tt.fa 1^1 * to ^*t^ cto 

fa fa *1 ; ¥t* sro.fl ire** *c*7 err* fi«* W'-mti *yr*-Tts fa *1 1 ^ro vfoc’iro to *t» 
fas *mi *1 cifi $rc$ *t;?rm fa-*^ro rro ** ***? 4 * to< to ws *ff% nf^:$ 

I 4* new 4¥ *C$ *t‘T5 TO TOW ^T^lTl C*M fa* ^1$TO *ff$ «\Sc$ | 8^ 3 884 

¥1'K ffa'f* TO* 3 $1* ICC* IK* 4* TO TO 1*7? fa* 7,**j, ^ ( -777157* 

new 4¥ *c$ i*ru TO** fac** nt in c*ri fa* c»n *ro i? nen tff$ fa* *c*t 

4¥f nene$ i 4* cic¥ *n*t* rft*^t fi«*i toc* fVotc* to to tjii $mt *rc*. 

$1 ^¥r$ 1t*l *1* I WTOfW 4? ^ofl7 CTO* not *Ti C¥fsr cltoT'lT-ft*! CTO* ^5R1 7*T$ *| 

*73*tt c*ti *« nwz i $|3 4 toi ^rorew* cntsftv wti $t* to ***r* ^«T7t ^**i ¥*r* cro$ 

mt CTO fa-TC> C*1tC* 4¥ TO** 1C17 C1TO ^;*C3 4¥ yiTO Cb 9 

^TCXllTO 4* *twrc* C8l^ *1311 ¥1'K tff$ %ofo$ >fPl 

n$ ^f$T¥* *#tfa ¥fa$l CTO CTOf^ Cl TO TOT* fa* TO *TTO TOR* C**ft I 

vsm fa 1 *!* TO ffro* TO ol*1 *fa Ttfts $1W *KTO 'Tf*$Tl1 TO «[*fTO 

TO Bit TO --$1* TT1TO* Cl* fa*JT* $711 ¥*1 n^Tl TO **!*$$ *CTO, TO TO UTO* 

*$ fti fa $ftw* nwn ¥*c$ W **f* t wrf*^i st TO$ *ro *i* 5if*fro ?faf* 

*F*tn *t*i *fa* wiro* ifa?n *i* Tf 3it cro toc¥, *f* $i* tffai* n r*. $c* *tiir* 

fa* **f ¥1*1* ¥$ fa* tott* *^T*ri if$$ to t 
■<* 

fa-^pixin* new fam f^niiTi ¥i*i *r*r*n ¥*r*n* tot o’/tot to tot* 

*^1n *®¥ will *1 Iff^® fawc** !f$T¥-*[J ¥fa$l CTOt ¥T**1 ¥lf* C* $73 fafl Cin^tl I 

fa 4t f8w cto fam ¥ti $im w*47m t^t* $*m $i ** ***t* vm c¥i*« Sarrow 

!TOllt $ ¥1*11 C*TO *fft *11 
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Trained mid-wife 4 * **.t * 5 , 4 Aaemblycs ¥nm w « % 
W» Sn 'Mi *tfr* *nwn mft 1 an 31 itch rtrro 9 m **n fror* wr »n upw 
>i#i trained mireeonr >i;<n to wun c<¥ *i <r»fr TOfif, Wi wr TO 

gwn* vjmmi mmim cm mm 4 faros tomi to f*nrc=f nc$ wren fiu <wr ijwrt® 
*fWH#i*w ^Rt? ftMf to* ?cro 1 Iff *KTO crm orO orrf mcm vt 4ftcf 3tcff ft tot 

qv . 3Mi MtMn w«t« crti fro 1 ftyff, ctrtf ft? to s mm to ^mmi to 4TO to 

fffa I 

ftro cro tttn 8 cftff to, crotch o tom nurse wtro t crow cro 

MtMTl * Cftt tr TO, 5. TOM TOCS I TO 4«f?CM TOMM d Cfft CTO MtMTl, TO OfttCf 

nurse TO > TOTM a 13— * TOTOt $ fM i 4 fro ff« tfcro *ffa MRrf^*tTT5 fttTO 
4f TO <0 TOM nurse -3* 3TMMRI 

Midwifeonr nttn cTOs tomi 4? 4ft m^mi tm c*f cs TO mcmm Mf*i to 4 * 
frfe to* McMTf midwife mi nurse mi fits 31 !JM? w »wm i 5jMtfC«W tot CTO 

TOTOt MT* I f M5 flfTOl TO>T WoM CM TO ft* 3 TO tfMfof J$TM f MM 3M WMfa CM* I 

4MM fTOMT 4* CM MtTMM faff OR 4* 3MMT fftM^T 'Q 3fOR MrcTOM !ff3fMCMtlf7 ^ 
'S TfTOftM3! TTOM TOT CTOS MfafiRMl TO fTO TO*f CM** MW3 TO fCTM ff «n ? 

TOTJ Otctfs CTO Miff CMMTtM f-'SCTO *CMM war 4f CfTft Mfl MMM! TCMCfM I TO 

TOTOM TOMM ? TO'.ffor roMTMM TO (Mtf* WRr5 CTOfe faff* TOMM fl»C*M TOT TOM'CTOfrf 

milk -centre TOT TO* 80*1 1 3M3 CM-ft* oM mfm tom 1 cm faf fro* orfa 

TOMM mft '®T»=T MM fff faCM* $CMfTOi MM5 ffWt CMTf tn^TM TO tTCf I TOIt 

ftM CTOs fTO STTi 4tTC‘T ttTO *H I 3tS TOCT Rt- -^1'TO ftSC«M .'$!* St5 CtTf ^tliMM 
^CVCtrt TOC3 Met MC*iM fT'TO *jT$Tf t T nioil4 fTi: 3ft TO milk-(x»ntro 

tom MfVf»TO] yrt To] ^fb'ri to centre uPrcf «r*tff^i‘f 

CTO ffCMt **J, 43f*T«TCM TO] 5fl>'5 TO. tfCi'Tf Unions fl90M >TMr4 *MH 

■jtT ?fbfTOM S TOTOffr-S MKT1 TO! centre 13 % fST3 ffdt fC3 

'TO I to nml-wifc m*r4s cro M tf^irrf to s fffti *rro raid-wife training 
institution TITO toi, TO TO 4M trained midwife ^trfTri ^iTtr? 
fit, 3M TOT! TOI ^o*l'CfC‘^9 4ffT f^T I tfCMMf TO' 4TO Ml TOWj TOT fMf 

JTM CM*! TO TO 5TTOM MMT1 rrTTCS, 4=T 9-HS ‘ r ffT>1 TO TO* RTOl Sfbi I 

fTf ^TrMM fl9 — CM f-TT fTO 5 ! TO* ff^ffTTSTCM tfWF«J RACS 3ffTM TOTO »TfW 

MTMM’. fTS ^M ffCf fMS fCTOffi 'MS^TM TOfM CM*--fr^Mt'T CM* W.rf«f5, Steffi fl’T 
fMT* fTtf I fTTO4 fftM Oi ’If ff5 ft’MM »nryF*f TOCS, ffC’M ffCMfl ^TOTfl 'iTOnr 

ySwr toi f*^ fro* fr MfrfM 1 w fft«m tomi to mtoom f j »tcr tor tor toc 3 f «it 

TStO’fS TOC TO M Mfafcn CM* I fTW 4 TOM TOl WfCfM TO *?TO TOM CftCM f-tT fC« 

TOMfkro, 3MM 4 MM JjffM fff Ml I CM* ?1*R TOMCTO Mff MfMCM CMT5 StfrtTM MCM* Cftf n 
CTO TOCTO ffTOM fc*f f Ml MfTJ MMCTM Ml I MTV TO MM Mlftn MjfTC3 cTOttofl TOM, WM 
C TOR'S . 1 '-’f 31 CfTM ff fftTI-J TC^fM ffl I fff TTO7 fCM TOT, <JM5T5 CfT*fM «TO TOf 
f f rR S »:M!fT 1 

TO TOMf MTCM MCTM ffM wfsCW fM MTOMVs TO Ml OfM MTMT3TCM* TOT I ^M $*M 
fMM T» *CMCf Cf fTTTOft, Sf^TO^ MT^JM, 31 TOtOM CftTO C*CM fMCM RMCT WtlM Ml | 
MUrt^f TO 'TOM, TO C^t>TOM CMTMM TO Ml TOMff'R ffCM* TOf fC3f MMTfe MflTO VCZ TOf I 
WTfM Ml Mtroft TOT fftTOMM MM 3TR fCM fC* RMCf CfR M^M TOM I TOT 3t* TOMM f Ml 
CM fro ffCM* 3tfM, CM* fro ffCM* fCM scfc M«M CTOMM TMtJTT I fTMfl MMf* fMMMfMCMM 
MCI 4TOM 4CMtf ffl 3tCMl fTCf If TOH S TOjtCMl Ml<t TOTl fMCM CMC3 MTFM MMt 
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vrz rv w\ i tot* ijt*r 1\& f *jh *tcf TOR £*-^irc starts ’t&is 
VH/tfr $ **f f-fwn y¥ ftnr ffa vf*R of wmni — ' m TO i 

Speaker TOf*nr — TOW cR WTO m wtfir Cf «r=n ftcR TO frfroff 

CTTfSrCV *it TOITOR TO* «f VTO Ft* I *t TOtfH VTO Ft* TOR flt» TOOT fhw, 

TO *t;TO faroro fkc ^— tof fro *1 *i <y^m wm' write #)w* fat fcvrcv* 

CTO* vt&rtf TO TO TO TO C*$*T1 I *Tffa FT* W1W Cl fTO*l move TOff, ctR* W 
^ yzvteritev to, & Assembly?! TOft cut motion]* S3TO u;?f 
TOETO 3TO* SMfF I 

Mrs* NELLIE SEN GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish to make a few 
suggestions about medical treatment in the rural areas, and 
particularly in Chittagong. Malaria was the bugbear of Chittagong 
some years ago, and though it has not been stamped out, we have now 
kalu-ussar in full force. Almost every family has one or two or more 
patients; even very small children do not escape. 1 think the reason of 
this is the lack of nutrition. Unless there is a member of the family 
belonging to the Railway , sugar or gur is not available and the price 
of fish makes it outside the buying capacity of the poorer classes of 

people. We all know that kala-azar has a much longer period of 

existence and that the convalescence period is much longer. People feel 
weaker and do not always realise the danger of the disease. There are 
not dispensaries in every village. Sometimes the patients have to walk 
quite a long way and even if it is a short distance, any distance is a long 
one to a sick man and woman. The treatment is long and it means 
injections which mean that it is necessary for the patient to go to the 
doctor. Sometimes the patient after a tew injections, after some treat- 
ment, feels stronger: he goes hack to work and when lie should 

go for treatment again, he feels, why bother: lie may have to lose a 
day’s work or he ma> feel disinclined to go. With regard to the women 
of the family, it means she has to leave her work — her cooking; or if 
she goes along, she may have to take a small bain along yvitli her: and 
that is why sometime after a first treatment the patient does not feel 
inclined to go again to the dispensary with the result that after a little 
while they are attacked again, the result being that very often the 
patient says- l took all the trouble of going to the dispensary: the 
doctor gave me injections: I was treated: but here I am ill again, the 
doctor is no good, and quite often the patient does not go again for 
treatment with the result that we have many sick persons in the villages. 
1 would suggest that we have travelling dispensaries : you may 
argue, the Government provide dispensaries for the public, why should 
they not go to dispensaries. 1 am sure if then* were travelling dispensaries 
it would make a great difference to the health of the people 
and in the long run it would he cheaper, because there would be less 
attacks and less medical treatment would be necessary. You may also 
argue that the roads may not he fit for travel at all times of the year. 
If the roads are not fit, then improve them. If they are not fit to go 
for help then they ure not fit for sick people to go to the dispensaries. 
So I would ask y ou to improve them. Some years ago either a Coalition 
Government or a Muslim Government started a travelling dispensary 
which had been a very great success. Therefore, I would ask the Govern- 
ment to ponder over this matter of travelling dispensaries and start them 
ami I am sure we shall have a healthier and better village people. 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIAS: Sir, I rise here to speak 
only a few words about item No. ‘19 — Public Health. I submit that 
public health ip much more important and urgent than medical treat- 
ment. 1 think public health is preventive* and medical is curative, and 
we always know that prevention is better than cure. I would always 
welcome if the Hon’ble Minister would allot more money for public 
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J compare the poor health of the people of this province 
With that of the people of New Zealand, Australia and other free 
countries, I cannot, but be disheartened and hopeless and criticise, rather 
condemn, the callousness and dilatory habit of the present Government. 
I know that they are within the four corners of the Government of India 
Act, BM->. Still, whatever power they have got, they should proceed 
on with the sincere object of ameliorating the |s>or health condition of 
the people ot this province. In this connection, I will offer some sugges- 
tions. I shall first cite some examples which will prove how the 
condition of public health in our province has deteriorated. The callous- 
ness and the negligence of the Government was so palpable that 
they did not agree to give effect in full to the recoin menu at ions of the 
Health Survey and Jh'velopmeut ('ommittee presided over by Sir Joseph 
Bhore. It the recommendations of that Committee were given effect to 
in full swing, then this problem which is the most vital of all problems 
of this province would have to a greater extent Keen solved. Sir, the 
people of rural areas supply us with the most vital things in life and are 
the backbone of the province, These medical facilities and the arrange- 
ment for public sanitation in rural areas uie not at all encouraging uud 

helpful. So I invoke the attention of the Government and particularly 

the Hon’ble Minister concerned that immediate attention should be given 
to the rural areas. 

itegarding water-suppl\, Sir, it is really a mutter of great regret 

that in one of the unions in my constituency, viz., Chuluanuri Cnion, 
there are only three or four tube-wells, majority of which are out of 
order and people of that union particularly are to take water from 
stagnant pools. As a result the epidemic attack of cholera is frequent 
and tin* condition of sanitation is very deplorable The so-ealled 

Sanitary Inspectors ami Health Assistants neglect their duty in an open 
way, hut it is not taken notice of h\ the authorities concerned. Sir, 1 
have seen in several bnzais that these officers ale more busy m tuking 
bribes front fishermen and milkmen <>n the plea of checking and examining 
rotten fish and adulterated milk In this way the work is going on. 
So, I invoke the attention of the llou ble Minister to give more attention 
to those areas. 

Now. I will sa\ legarding communal latio which i> not at all being 
maintained in the Public Health Department. 

(At tin- stage the red light was Jit.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr 1) ms. your time is up. 

Mr. BADIUZXAMAN MUHAMMAD ILIA8: Two minutes more. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 can allow you halt a minute only. 

Mr. BADIUZZAMAN MUHAMMAD IUA8: Communal ratio is nof 
maintained in the Public Health and Engineering Department. I found 
that the caste Hindu authorities there have got a double-barrel gun mo 
far as promotion is concerned. One-barrel is efficiency and the other barrel 
is seniority. When a Muslim is senior and he is to be promoted, they 
bring in the question of efficiency; when a Muslim is efficient they bring 
in the question of seniority, and in this way tin* interests of the Muslima 
are hampered. 

One word to the Congiess Party in this respect. Most of them who 
have come over here are fattened lawyers Here they hare come with an 
air of complex ami profession that they are to do service to the country 
and community. ] tell them, Sir, not by cut motion, bul by co-operation 
with the Government that therfe vital problems may be solved. In this 
respect that will be more convenient for those people to join hands with 
the Government and try ^ameliorate the condition of the people in general 
of this country. 

aa 
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Mr. KANAILAL DE : RTOfe ?TOI, Rtu fro? CTO, H* R!?H ??? *ttff® C¥ 
*rfj«rffipf TOf?fwt?R to ?? cro v$frs few ® \c®? cTO to ?ict>® eft *pr to TOtrnr s®> 
?rcw& ricstrto V c?-fi to ?fc tor tftfo ?cw ?n f¥i «? ¥ci¥fc ¥*n ?? us si* 
?1 ?i ?TO TOtl St ?tRTR Rf??t^tC?? tjfa TOlt? C? TO ?ftTO CTO TOT TO oRC® NIC®? tffe 
TOfT ¥?i to *n 1 Rtf? ?fa st c? Public Health Departments cTRffC'ftt S¥fct 
TO TO fTOC® I TOptfro ft? ?1 TOtm CTO Ft¥ fTOC® C?t f?C?? TO* S¥TO RTOtft 
c¥ TO 4 $ Public Health s? Director ¥?i ?ctoi $R ?KRR TOR TO C¥R 
TOR Rf TO (RT I TOtfft *:t<? TO TO TO TOtft? CTO CSTt^R TO #1 CTO Rfw? eft I 
s TOT TO tfR ^TO? ?l ?T$ft CTO CTO <R* I s* Director TOR* #* Departments? 
TOT emrn TO sift to*R tor c? TOfo 4¥TO Maternity Superintendent Mrs. 
Subama Mittra <$R TOtffrs ?T??tc? ?Rt TOR ¥«T3 TOTOT i s* Public Healths? 
Director to-r ?TOR, ?i ; foft c?R ¥*W?k? ftc?t ¥Rr ¥?cs tor ?i i s* 
TO TOR «gf ?lft TO 1 TOC®? Public Health Departments Communal ratio TOftfTT 
TOft ?dR ¥?i ?? ?i ; ctor =nT?r?«P3: fipyrt® c?*ft ®t¥#t to i fa? Rtf? ^tr? ?ron c? 
TO TO Assistant Directors ?c?7fa®? TO ??*r?R ?? ? 

Mr. Speaker : Y ou are speaking on the cut motion. 

Mr. KANAILAL DE : Now 1 am speaking on the motion. s$ Public Health 
Departments c? ?¥? to? fct¥i c?a?i fc?c® ia tot® toj$?i c*tot ?t*to cto 
$VF f ?c? ?TCW Quinines? RTO?, c?TO ?fia 6,oa,ooo \ fct?i ??i ?c?c®i ?T^TO 5 
fro ^ tot® sr? to ^fi tfttr ?c?c® i totr? !]T?nn tors i cto ??w?i s ftw? ?cscto > 

Rtf? 0*0 faf ?RC?1 ?1 I Rtf? C¥¥? S¥&1 ¥?1 ¥TO Ft® C? st ¥*T¥T$1 ??C?? S¥?TS ?$- 
?TWR ward S?®* ?t¥R TO 660 fl® ?$T ?? I ??® ?TR 1 c?ci f*f??$ ?? 
f-t® ?Ri ?r i s^ c? ?rr? f-r® ?cw sres ?t^to of??T^ fwrro to nr^r? i ?tcs fi® 
\%} TO ?t?, *TC5 post natal SV N anti-natal care c?^?l ?? s?: ?fr® maternity clinic 
rsvm Sub-divisions? tT^ 5T? TOR TOR cTOi v? ^R «r^rr ?nTO toti to 1 

Stirs i sstrvfbs ?t‘wi ctor Ptfro ?t^c?c*rfl T N <m tot® ¥c? froc® i *p{ ••iiftgtc? c? ??® 

flfro ®rtt fro, STO TO C? ??® Oft l (?R TOT ?C?1TO? ¥5 ?T tf^T¥ ^^TC? ?TO 

s¥TO to f-tfro TO ?tc¥ TO f?vn srt?n fire? TO ?r?n ¥?i i 

¥tf? TO S¥f^ f??? ?¥CTS TO, ?¥^ C?N CTS’t ?TR¥TO? ?t*s¥l CTO f ?®R m ¥C?C® ¥% 
■Ojt S Wl ?I?®1 ?l ¥?CBT ?t^ TO ®1 Malaria ??, ?¥JR TOPTO ?c? 

TO I TOTCf? TO^ ? IT® ?T3 ftf¥VTR ¥VI ¥WTO ll¥C^ S¥iP ?¥p f®f¥^?l ¥^t¥ 
TO^C^f ? fiRTTOR *tf?TORR C?Rl ?C?C®, f¥l TO® C? bOff bed TO®, <7lTO?C¥fTO TOT?T 

¥?1 ??f? I TOJH1 ¥?T »T¥CTO TO=R ; C?TO ®Ft¥TO ?¥p fcfww ¥?1 ??, S?t ¥tf? 

wTO ?i ?wp c?t*n c?TO fro t^'to? TO?m ?or fro sftop s?\ otc? <Rr ?tan 
fWR ¥?C®? I St mvp TOTOTOR W?T S TOC? TOTCfc f¥J?T® ^T¥1 ?» ? ¥?T tfTO | 

Maternity sr v Child-welfares? TO TO od,ooc\ ^t¥i ??i toc®, w^T® wtf|? i 
TO S¥$ TO TO Rtf? TOR ?TO d? ¥TO 5T®, C?¥?T ?CW TOR «?R? ?t CTO? f??? » 
Rtf? C? CTO CTO RWft, C?t C¥^l, TO CTO? ?C?T R? CR? Oft dRR fct? Ts¥H 

C¥<1 1 St *Vf$\ CWTO, Rt?tCf? Non -official, ®t¥R? l RfWR ¥C?ffRR, ^t?l ?C*R C? SRC? 
R®®: CO CTO 06 ?TWR ft Clt?^ RTC® I *0 TO 60 TOR CTO? ?R C? CTO? C?TO ?f? 

60 TOtt ¥t CIW^ TO TO Sfc fW ®TO? fTOW ¥¥? I S^f*R TO fRlRCTOR S¥tt 
Leper colony wsm tot csti few ?m i 

Mr. Speaker; ;Mr. De, Your time is up. 
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Hr. KANAILAL DE : '■rrfif cm ¥ftf i wtft vfir a wj sw vmnr iv 
Leper cw fa*r7 ’ppm* r ^ ; vt oftR Pro fv, cm r c^Tte wpn rvh j ^|r 
C*M *n TTRI* *RT, Malnutrition 4R?i r fVsn 4 *nro ^FpnR Ri rvtw, Statistics 
wWi RfW i rk? 47 ’pro v«fi vc<t 7 wtfa ’nfPrsiftrv, wjt-utrrni fasw 
111 sits €tcv f^n^sfn *rar*n f%ft cm c*n* 47 wim vrt* 4 nm wt 
ftRHt vt* 47 gfevfcR vrvn wzm i 

Mr. DEBENDRA HATH SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, when I tabled this 
cut motion, I had not the slightest idea that I have to carry discussion 
on this subject, the subject being the working of the Asansol Mines 
Board of Health. I had not the slightest idea that I have to carry 
discussion on a subject at a peculiarv painful environment caused by 
(the sudden outbreak of cholera in the epidemic form in one colliery 
•area in Asansol. But this simple incident and the reaction of the 
Asansol Mines Board of Health to this epidemic will abundantly 
illustrate the charge which 1 am going to make against this body today— 
the charge of incompetency, inefficiency, slot hf illness and indifference. 
•Cholera broke out on the loth September lust. There is u 
'regular telephone service between the office of the Colliery and the office 
•of the Asansol Mines Board of Health. There is a pitched motoruble 
road between Asansol and the said colliers area and the Chief Medical 
Officer of the Asansol Mines Board of Health has got a motor of his 
own, but he could not make time to go to that ureu before the 19th of 
September, that is four days after and by that time several people had 
already died. When I reached personally on the v'Jinl of September. 1 
found that out of -JO eases about 20 hud already died and the conditions of 
the remaining were not in any way better. These people were segregated 
but they were segregated to a place which is dreary and dark. The roof 
is leaky. There was no arrangement for nursing or any other attendants; 
there was no arrangement for removing the night-soil; Hies were having a 
sumptuously brilliant feast and from the sanitan point of view, the 
conditions were horrible. It is not onl\ thi« question which brings to 
the forefront the upnth.\ and incompetence ot the Asansol Mines Board 
of Health, but I have also got a report. That rcpoit is with me and 
1 find from that report thut m the \em 194-1-44, about 44 .(MX) people 
were attacked wdtli malaria. I also find from that report that in tunt 

very year 1943-44, there were 0,000 eases of dwntery and diarroea, (>,000 
cases of respiratory diseases and out ot 907 cases of cholera 441 hud died 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is not only to this aspect of public health that 
I want to draw the attention of this House, but there is a larger aspect 
of the problem to which I also would like to draw the attention of thin 
House through you. That larger aspect is this that if on any occasion 
there is an epidemic in any colliery area, immediately that colliery in 
stopped with the consequent result that the supply of coal is also stopped 
anil i say that the Board which is especially charged with the responsibility 
of looking after the sanitation of that area hus got also to 

look into that side of national aspect. Within the short time at my 
disposal 1 think I will not be able to do full justice to this question. 1 
would only like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister through 
you. Sir, to the composition of the Asansol Mines Board of Health. The 
Royal Commission recommends that such Boards of Health 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat. ) 

Tin Hon'bte Mr. MOHAMMED ALI* Sir, Mrs. Sen referred to the 

maternity and child welfare in the province. About inadequacy of the 

provision under this head, she will know that we have provided for a sum 
of Rs. 2 lakhs for the construction of maternity and cnild welfare clinics 
throughout the province. The difficulty in starting these clinics is that 
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we have not got trained health visitors. We have got health visitors 
school, hut sufficient number of girls do not come forward to undertake 
this training. This is the difficulty and we are seriously considering 
the question of revising the curriculum, so that teaching may be imparted 
in the vernacular in order to facilitate the training of trainees in this 
school. That is a question which is engaging our attention, but unless 
we get a larger number of health visitors, it will not be possible for 
Government to start those maternity and child welfare clinics. Sir, we 
have got in this Budget, a provision of Rs. '>0,000 for ^rants-in-aid to 
local bodies for starting these clinics. Several local bodies have taken 
advantage of Government's financial assistance in the establishment of 
maternity and child welfare clinics, but unfortunately for the very same 
reason mentioned earlier, viz., difficulty in getting qualified persons to 
run these clinics, we cannot establish as many clinics as we would like to 
start in this province. 

So far as Mrs. Sen Gupta is concerned, she has referred to the dearth 
of medical facilities in her district. If she will notice in her district, she 
will find 1 hat within a space of 2, ’>60 square miles, we have 
one bed per 1,920 of population, which works out at -5 per mille of popula- 
tion. This compares favourably with the facilities in other districts 
and very favourably with the medical facilities available in British India 
where tne number of beds per mille of population is only 24. Sir, I 

agree t hut the facilities are not adequate and efforts should be made, so 

that we have at least five beds per thousand population, but unfortunately 
we cannot accelerate or step up these facilities. If our post-war reconstruc- 
tion scheme materialises, then we shall have 7o per thousand population. 

So t‘ai as Mr. Ilias is concerned, he has referred to a very important 
question, namel>, combination of preventive and curative aspects of 
medicine. He has stated that prevention is better than cure. That is 

no doubt correct, but there are diseases and illnesses which cannot be 
prevented. Therefore due importance must be given to both sides of 
the question— prevention and cure. 1 should like to bring to his notice 
that so far as Public Health Department is concerned, Government of 

Bengal has been gradually increasing its allotment under this head, 
hi the year 1942-43, there was an allotment of Rs. 35,9o,000; in 1943-44 
Us. (10, 2ft ,000 wuis allotted. In 1944-4ft the amount allotted was 
Rs. 1,09,30,000 and in the year 194ft-4(i Rs. 1,04,08,000 was provided. 
That was less than the provision in 1944-4V In 1940-47 Rs. 1,89,74,000 
has been provided in the Budget. So it will appear that the allotment 
under this head has been s\ stevnutiralh and gradually increasing. 

So far ns the Bhnre ( ’onimittee'* recommendations are concerned, 
they arc being examined by Government. As l have referred to earlier 
in the House, the Government of India have convened a conference of all 
Provincial Ministers, so that this question mu> he carefully examined 
anil Government of India would like that all the Provincial Govern- 
ments should agree to follow a uniform policy throughout the country. 

I had intended to attend this conference, but I find now that I am unable 
to attend that conference in view of the declaration made by the Hon'ble 
Chief Minister on the floor of this House yesterday. Nevertheless. I 
can assure the House that we shall implement as far us practicable the 
recommendation of the Health Survey Development Committee, and in 
order to ascertain its usefulness, we have put into operation at the 
present moment, two Pilot schemes in the province, one at Palba and 
the other at Kaliganj. These experiments are continuing and on the 
results thereof, we shall he able to launch our schemes throughout the 
province. 

Mr. Ilias has referred to the question of water-supply in the province. 
Sir, in this regard I would give the House some idea of our polioy in 
connection with improvement of water-supply in rural areas: As the 
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immediate short term objective the Bhore Committee has recommended 
one source of water-supply for every MM) of the jM»pulation ; while as the 
ultimate long term objective they have recommended one for evejry 20t) 
of the population. We have adopted the former as out present objective; 
and it is hoped that this objective will be achieved withiu the next five 
years. 

Formei lv the Provincial Budget used to make a lump sum provision 
varying from J} lakhs to 10 lakhs oi rupee* toi rural water-supply. Jn 
the current year, however, rural w ,itei-*uppl\ has been included as a 
scheme in Government'* post-war programme Aw amount of Ml lakhs 
oi rupees has been allotted for the cut tent \eai in the lh*velop- 
iwient Budget and it is hoped that sinnlai amounts will be allotted in 
subsequent years ten the next four year*. It this provision is made for 
a period of o wars and it materials m sullinent quuntitie* are available, 
it is Imped that at the end of five \eai*, theie would be a source of 
water-supply foi even MM) of the population, hi the current year, out 
of a total allotment of Ml lakhs as mentioned above. ‘JO lakhs have been 
allotted for new sources of water-supply , These take mainly the form 
of tube-wells, but in certain areas where tube-wells are not successful, 
tanks are excavated and masonry wells sunk out of this allotment. This 
work is done direct by the Directorate of Public Health Engineering. 
The sites are, however, selected by District Magistrates in consultation 
with the non-officials of the district and, particularly, the (’humnen of 
the District Boards. In addition to sinking new tube-wells Govern- 

ment has undertaken, for once only, the repair of ail the existing tuhe- 
^•'dls in the province. Government have taken the responsibilif \ for 
the repair of the existing tube-ueljs in the districts in the event of their 
being unserviceable and in derelict condition There are u large number 
of tube- wells sunk by local bodies in the districts, but Govern- 

ment do not take the responsibility of keeping them in working order 
tor all time. Government, a** I have said before, are responsible for 
the repair of the existing tube-wells only once. In the initial stages 
Government take the responsibility of keeping them in serviceable 
condition, but the ultimate responsibility for keeping them in working 

order vests with the local bodies. A sum of Its. It) lakhs lias been 
allotted for this work out of the total allotment and tin* work of repair 

is now proceeding. Apart from this measure, which means repair of 

tube-wells once only, allotments are being made to District Magistrates 
for maintenance of tube-wells in their respective districts. District 
Magistrates have lieeu instructed to spend this allotment in consultation 
with the Chairmen of the District Boards and with the help of their shift . 
rS? permanent scheme for maintenance of rural tube-wells is also 

Under consideration of this department. It is prn|x)sed to utilise District 
Board staff as far as possible in the work of maintenance, while the 
ultimate control must remain with Government as the bulk of the money 
for this purpose will obviously have to come from Government. 

My friend, Mr. Kanai Lai De, has objected to a non-Bengali being 
appointed as Director of Public Health, Bengal. I do not understand 
how such an objection can come from a member of the Congress 

Parliamentary Party. While on the one hand they say that India is one 
and all the Indians one nation, on the other, they bring in 

territorial distinction and the question of Bengali and non-Bengali. It 
does not lie in the mouth of a Congress mem tier to blow hot and cold in the 
same breath. 

He has also referred to the help that Government give to the Jadavpur 
T. B. Hospital, wrhere T. B. patients from all over the country come for 
treatment. It is true thal there are very few institution* oi this kind 
and that Jadavpur is the only hospital where T. B. patients get proper 
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treatment. In addition to a sum of Rs. 80,000 which is given to this 
institution as a recurring grant, Government also gives it non-recurring 
grants very generously. 

Mr. Sen has referred to the working and constitution of the Asansol 
Mining Board. It is a self-governing body and its administration lies 
with officials and non-officials who constitute the Board. Therefore so 
far as the question of its internal administration is concerned, the 
responsibility does not lie with the Government. 


With these words, I oppose all the cut motions and commend my 
motion for voting of supplies to the acceptance of the House. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 1,88,82,000 for expenditure under the head “39— Public Health” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mrs. Ashalata Sen that the demand of R v s. 1,88,82 000 
for expenditure under the head “39— Public Health” be reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 


I he motion of Mrs. Nellie Sen Gupta: that the demand of 

Rs. 1,88,82,000 for expenditure under the head “39— Public Health” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

,, T , h ® "V'li?,® " f Mr Debendra Natl. Sen that the demand of 

Ks. 1,88,8.2,000 for expenditure under the head “39— Public Health” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Kanai Lai De that the demand of Rs. 1 88 82 000 
for expenditure under the head “39— Public Health” be reduced’ by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 


The motion of Mr. Kanai Lai De that the demand of Rs. 1,88 82 000 
™ r ??P endltu [ e under head “39-Public Health” be reduced by 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

i> i° f tlle ** on ’ l)le Mr Mohammed Ali that a sum of 

Kb. 1,88,82,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “39— Public 
Health , was then put and agreed to. 


The business remaining may be carried over to to- 
morrow. I here will be no question tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

.. Mouse was then adjourned at 5-30 p.m. till 2-30 p.m. on Friday, 
the 27th September, 1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
27th September, 1946, at 2-30 p.rn. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Xi'iU’i. Amin) in the Chair, 6 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 188 members. 

Committee on Petitions and Library Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In accordance with the provisions of rule 82 of the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules, I nominate the following 
seven members of the Assembly to form the Committee on Petitions with 
the Deputy Speaker as Chairman : — 

Mr. G. C. D. Wilks. 

Mr. Paniruddin Ahmed. 

Mr. A. T. Muzhanil Haque. 

Mr. W. C. Wordsworth, c.i.e. 

Mr. Banku Behari Mundal. 

Mr. Bintal Chandra Sinha, and 

Mr. Charu Chandra Bhandari. 

Under rule 2 of the rules regulating the Bengal Legislature, I nominate 
the following members to serve on the Joint Library Committee: — 

Mr. Tafazzal All, Deputy Speaker. 

Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy, and 

Mr. W. C. Wordsworth, c.i.e. 
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Jh. Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: On the rrcomm.ndstion 
of ills LxeelJency the (iovernor, I beg to move that a sum of R«. 7<J 000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “5— Salt". * 


i> rUtPi***** 0 ? R0Ys , Sir * 1 W i() move that the demand of 
Ks. iU,U0U tor expenditure under the head "o — Salt" be reduced by Us. 100 
and in this connection I wdsh to raise a discussion about the failure of 
Government to give facilities to the people to manufacture salt and about 
withdrawing all restrictions in this connection. 


Mr. RAMHARI ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the budget estimates palpably 
show the failure of the Government to ^ive facilities to the people to 
manufacture salt by withdrawing all restrictions in this connection. I shall 
nrst of all narrate the background and then the causes of failure of Govern- 
ment and then I shall discuss the budget estimate. 

Sir, the history of the Muslim League administration is the history of 
misrule m Bengal. It is the history of communalism; it is the history of 
nepotmm; it is the history of corruption and bribery and it is the history 
of inefficiency, incompetency and partiality. It is the history of systematic 
attempts to crush the minority 


Th. Hm’M. Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: On a point of ord.r, Sir. 
We are now discussing the salt budget and not the minority onestion. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I would ask you, Mr. Roy, to confine yourself to the 
salt budget. 

Mr. RAMHARI ROY: I am coming to that, Sir. The history is 
repeating itself in the present regime with all its virulence with the excep- 
tion that the present Ministry has carried communalism to a very indecent 
and nauseating plane. Absence of any planning for real development of the 
province marks the present administration, hut certainly there is a general 
well-designed plan running through every department of the administra- 
tion:- it is the plan of serving communal interests; it is the plant of serving 
the selfish ends of the Ministers: it i& the plan of serving the party 
advantages and it is the plan of providing the chosen people of the Ministry 
with posts and contracts with the ulterior motive of strengthening their 
party. Realisation of selfish ends and party advantages are the two polar 
stars thut guide even action of the Ministry. Members on the Government 
aide may feel eomplacent that this Ministry is serving the interests of the 
Muslims- 

Mr. SPEAKER: The honourable member should remember that he is 
speaking on salt. 

Mr. RAMHARI ROY: At the outset I am t lacing the history and the 
background and then I propose to come to salt. 

1 can tell the House that so long as the Ministry will maintain and 
pursue their sectional ami communal policy, it cannot serve the interest ot 
[the people, neither the Muslims nor the Hindus. And so long as this policy 
continues, the Ministry will never be able to give facilities to the people to 
manufacture salt for the good of the people of Bengal. Jt is for this reason 
that l think it is necessary to narrate tin* background of this communal 
Ministry so that my speech will fully explain the hopeless position we are 
now in. This Ministry is out to utilise their present position for the 
realisation of the aforesaid ends ami not to do any real .novice to the people 
of Bengal, even to the Muslim population of Bengal. I’mloubtedly this 
sectionul and communal Ministry is trying to serve the middle class educated 
and graduate Muslims by providing them with Government services and 
trade facilities, etc. But may I ask the honourable members on the Govern- 
ment. side what percentage do they comprise of the entire Muslim population 
of Bengal ? Certainly they are not more than ten per cent. Interests of 
the 90 per cent. Muslims remain unfulfilled. The real interests of the 
Muslims are really the interests of the uneducated dumb millions of the 
Muslim masses. I know there are progressive minded people in the Muslim 
League also. Either they are miserably unorganised or they are too weak 
to voice their feelings and press their demands. The time has come that 
they must organise themselves and press the Ministry to action of general 
welfare for the Muslim musses. Then and then only they will he able to 
serve the people of Bengal because 1 feel that the political and economic 
interests of the Muslim and Hindu masses are more or less the same. I 
therefore appeal to the progressive section of the Muslim League party to 
rise to the occasion that the time demands and that they should no longer 
allow the Ministry to exploit the ignorant dumb Muslim masses, iso the 
present mental outlook and the attitude of the Ministry ami the principle 
they are following and the policy they are pursuing are amongst others, I 
think, the chief causes of the failure of the Government to achieve success 
in any direction 

Mr. SPEAKER. Mr. Royjl would ask you to come to the point. 

Mr* RAMHARI ROY: Now, Sir, I shall deal with the demand under 
the head ‘‘Salt’'. Here also we find the same story of wasteful expenditure 
of nublic money in the name of so-called development. There is nothing 
of development in it. The Government has miserably failed to encourage 
the atli industry of Bengal in spite of its nice possibilities in the sea ooaat 
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areas of Bengal. Everybody knows that salt is one of the prime necessities 
of life. The very first duty of the Government is to encourage salt industry 
which the Government has miserably failed and which the Bengal Govern- 
ment 1ms not cared to do. Looking into the expuditure side what do we 
see? We see that in this demand Its. 79,000 has been asked for grant. 
Out of this, Rs. 38.000 is for the pay of establishment for travelling am! 
other allowances Rs. 2,400 and for dearness allowance Rs. 23,800, that is* 
Re. 64,200 out of Rs. 79, (MM) is meant for payment of establishment, 
travelling and other allowances and dearness allowances. Only Rs. 14,800 
remains for industrial purposes. In the war 194 >-40, actual expenditure 
was Rs. 60,698. Increase in the present war's expenditure is due mainly 
to (1) the inclusion ot full twelve months provision in respect of an addi- 
tional staff of two Assistant Salt Officers and two Publicity Officers employ- 
ed for a few months in the previous year; < 2 > increase in pay of low-paid 
Government servants; (3> arrear dearness allowance as has been stated in 
the explanatory memorandum in the budget. Thus we find it is not u really 
industrial plan at all; rather it is a plan for further providing at least two 
men ot the choice of the Ministry with posts. Though it has lieen said 
that the provision under this head is in respect of an experimental scheme 
for the development of salt production as a cottage industry by the establish- 
ment of salt ware-houses in the districts of Midnapore, 24-Purganas, ( hitta- 
gong, Noakhali and Baknrgnnj. what we really 6ml is not an encouragment 
of industry but only the maintenance of an establishment. Time is rine that 
the Ministers should think constructively and come forward with real plans 
of developments. So long they will play the communal role, the reactionary 
role, they will not be able to do it. So, I appeal to them to give up their 
reactionary role and take up the progressive role for the good of Muslims, 
for the good of Bengal and tor the good of humanity . 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr Speaker, Sir, my 
friend, Mr. Kamhari Roy, hails from Malda and I thought he would give us 
some news about the Malda mangoes which a>'e very sweet. He did not 
talk about salt in the beginning— possibly he thought it to he the opportune 
moment and instead be talked about the most irrelevant thing possible not 
only on the floor of this House but anywhere. However, l leave that aside. 

Now, for the edification of my friend and foi the edification of this House, 

I may say that it is very unfortunate that this question of salt has been 
kept in the background. Why? Not on account of this League Ministry 
which has begun to function only four months hack. But my friend very 
well knows that m 1930 there was a civil disobedience movement and a salt 
campaign was conducted. AV by ? Because there arc restrictions on the 
production of salt, on the manufacture of salt. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTERJEE: Did you take part in that campaign? 

The HoiTble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes, I participated in the 
salt campaign and I was imprisoned also. 

The whole thing comes to this. Whether it is in the sphere of the 
development of cotton industry or in the development of salt industry, the 
verv same thing weighs on vour shoulders and on our shoulders. We know 
that owing to the foreign rule we have been subjected to various restrictions 
and difficulties and salt is one of them. All my friends know and 
Mr Chatterjee also knows— 1 do not know whether he was assaulted— that 
all participated in the salt campaign. Why? Because people wanted that 
this salt should he prepared everywhere in Bengal. Salt can be prepared 
at any and every' place. In the sea-water we have got salt, in the water 
of many of the rivers of Bengal there is salt and in soil also there is salt/— 
that was experimented in 1930. A erv near Mahishbathan, not far off from 
this place, there was recourse to production of salt from sou. After i took 
charge of thia department, the Bengal Government tried certain ex peri* 
mmis. Finding it very difficult one Industrial Survey Committee wan 
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appointed and that committee submitted its report in 1944. It recommended 
certain steps for the manufacture of salt ana those steps were that a Salt 
Institute snould be established in Bengal or a Central Laboratory or some 
eort of factory should be established in Bengal and that some staff should 
be appointed — at least a Special Development Officer should be appointed — 
and that there should be one Advisory Committee. It was then section 93 
Government and files went from department to department. About the 
appointment of an officer — the Salt Development Officer — already two years 
have passed but even today it has not been possible to procure such an 
officer. Therefore, I have decided that, to start with, we will have an 
Advisory Committee very soon, one Salt Institute — Central Laboratory — 
where experiments will he going on and then there will be other staff. 
Advertisements were made for a Special Development Officer and we tried 
to have such an officer even from outside but we have not been successful. 
Therefore, it has been decided that the Advisory Committee will be appoint- 
ed and one Central Laboratory will be established very soon. I have already 
ordered and I hope within two months’ time the whole thing will begin to 
function. 

Now, Sir, practically speaking, nothing has been done as yet excepting 
that some private individuals have started certain factories— the Bengal 
Salt Factory, the Pioneer Salt Factory, etc. They have produced salt and 
we have found that salt is eatable and very good and sometimes it compares 
favourably with the Liverpool salt also. But for want of encouragement 
and for want of adequate help these factories could not make any headway. 
In short, what I have stated is the position. Meanwhile certain warehouses 
about which my friend has mentioned have been established. About 17 
warehouses have been established in Midnapore, 24-Parganas and certain 
other districts, hut these warehouses did not give very good results and we 
are going to abolish about 9 warehouses very soon and the other warehouses 
will function. 

As regards help to the cottage industries, we are thinking what sort of 
help could be given by Government. After we have established laboratories 
ami after we have finished experiments, we hope that we will be able to 
help them and Government will be in a position to give directions even to 
cottage workers who produce salt. And Government will he able to take 
a jump into the production of salt in this Province. 1 hope, Sir, Bengal 
has got a very good prospect as regards production of salt and I have not 
the least doubt that if Government goes forward — and as we found the other 
-day Pundit Nehru announced that the Central Government was trying to 
abolish salt duty which is about Rs. 9 crores — if that is resorted to, people 
will be relieved from paying salt tax. That will also relieve the burden 
from the shoulders of people. 

Sir, 1 have nothing more to add. At the present moment, even if the 
League Ministry is functioning, I can assure my friends that steps are 
being 1 taken and, irrespective of what niv honourable friend feels, or others 
of his party feel, Government will function and will give due consideration 
to the claims of all those who are running the factories and of those cottage 
workers who want to prepare salt. And I hope that in no distant time we 
will see that Bengal produces salt in sufficient quantity for her own 
consumption. 

With these words I oppose the cut motions and urge Jhe House for the 
acceptance of my motion. ^ 

The motion of Mr. Dhananjoy Roy that the demand of Rs. 79,000 for 
expenditure under the head 4 *5— Salt” he reduced by Rs. 100 was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed that a sum of 
Re. 79,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “5— Salt” was then 
put and agreed to. 
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4 — Taxes on incom# other than Corporation tax. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALl! Sir, on the recommendation of 
Hia Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 2,54,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “Taxes on income other than 
Corporation tax”. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 2,54,000 for expenditure under the head “Taxes on income other 
than Corporation tax” be reduced by Rs. 100. 1 move this in order to raise 

a discussion about the inconvenience and hardship of the tax-pavers due to 
the wrong manner of administration of the Agricultural Income-Tax Act and 
Rules and also due to the appeals being heard by the Assistant Commissioner 
in Calcutta. 

Sir, it is an admitted fact that taxation measures are essential for 
running the Government. Rut, Sir, this Government, the Government of 
this Province, have always ignored the important criterion justifying the 
taxation measures, namely, the ability of the people to pay taxes. Like 
sales tax and other taxes, the agricultural income-tax has been another 
burden on the people of this Province who are suffering under taxes and 
also as a result of mismanagement and bungling of the Civil Supplies 
Department. In my district of Dinajpur and in other districts in Bengal, 
the hardship has been similar. I enquired of all my friends here and they 
gave me the same story for every district. There has been a provision in 
the Act to exempt people from taxation if they do not possess lands exceed- 
ing one hundred highas. While this Act is being administered, you will 
be surprised to learn that men possessing less than hundred bighas have 
been assessed, so that the intention of the Act has been frustrated 
altogether. Taxation has been so much that owner of a land measuring 
about 125 bighas lias been assessed at a tax of Rs. 1,500 and Rs. 1,700 
even. 1 do not find anything in the provision whereby milk produced by 
cultivators or eggs or jute sticks or straw can really be assessed, but the 
mischief has been done by the rules. In the Notes for Guidance in filling 
up return required under sub-section (/) or (2) of section 24 mention has 
been made to show incomes from certain items. 1 am reading from the 
relevant portion of the rule. “All such incomes us well us those derived 
from dairy and poultry farming, hat/umx (buffalo lchut is), fruits and flower 
gardening, lac and cotton growing must be shown in the return." The 
intention probably was to assess the poultry farming and dairy farming, 
but if a cultivator will have one or two cows or one or two beads of ducks, 
his income, which is very poor from those sources, will not he taxed and 
assessed. The Income-Tax Officer will assess him with an imaginary income 
from eggs and milk. He will enquire from the assessee whether he has 
cows and if in reply to his queries the assessee says that he has one or two 
cows, the officer will take it that each cow gives two seers of milk for six 
months. The price of milk now-a-days is very high and imaginary income 
from these small sources when added together will give a large income 
though actually the cultivator has no income whatever from those sources. 
Incomes from jute stick and from au* straw which do not really fetch any- 
thing to the cultivator will also be taken into account. Income from one 
or two mango trees, jackfruit trees and vegetables grown in kitchen garden 
will not be exempted from taxation. This is how the cultivators are suffer- 
ing from hardship by the administration of this Agricultural Income-Tax 
Act. . Then again some statistical figures are kept in the Government office 
showing the average production of paddy in the district. The intention of 
Government is to assess the actual income, but in fact, the actual produc- 
tion is not ascertained but average shown in statistics is accepted which 
causes hardship to the poor people. For example, in Dinajpur there are 
areas where you do not get more than six to nine maunds of paddy per acre, 
but the Income-Tax Officer will calculate the produce at 19 maunds per acre. 
That is another thing which causes hardship. Then again these cultivators 
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and poor and illiterate joledars cannot keep accounts in a manner to satisfy 
the Agricultural Income-Tax Officer. The small records of accounts that 
are kept are disbelieved by the Income-Tax Officer, and my experience is 
that the officers are always very over-zealous; probably they think that 
better posting and promotion depend on how they are able to show an increase 
in the amount of tax. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y our time is up. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Pie ase let me have one minute more. 

I next refer to the income derived from the assessee’s wife’s separate 
lands. Sometimes in our country t lie wife of an assessee has separate land, 
for example, Mussulmans sometimes transfer lands to their wives in lieu 
of dower. Documents regarding such transactions when produced before 
the Income-Tax Officer are disbelieved, as they are taken to be benami docu- 
ments. This is causing great hardship to the parties. Then again salami ,* 
derived from the settlement or transfer of lands are also taken into considera- 
tion for the purpose of assessing the tax. Sir, I have very carefully gone 
through this aspect of the matter, but I cannot find any reason why salami 
should also be taxable. 

Then there are other items of income from fares, meins and hats . These 
are assessable under the Indian Income-Tax Act, and there is no reason 
why they should he doubly assessed under the Agricultural Income-Tax Act. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is over. You have to make a choice 
between the cut motions on which you have got to concentrate your debate. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Two seconds, Sir. Under section 
21 Government have power to appoint only one Assistant Income-Tax (om- 
missioner. One Assistant Income-Tax (’ommissioner cannot cope with the 
appellate works. He cannot go to different districts. Appellants have to 
come to Calcutta from the districts. This causes additional hardship and 
costs. So some kind of modification of the Act will be necessary for giving 
relief to the ussessees. Then, Sir, you cannot get the different dates, with- 
out difficulty on which different steps or tadbirs , have to he taken or made 
by ussessees. Agricultural Income-Tax Officers compel assessees’ or his 
lawyers’ presence for taking dates. Now it is not possible for the assessees 
to come to district headquarters or the lawyers to go only for taking those 
different flutes. Direction should be issued that pleaders’ clerks should be 
eligible to get those dates. 1 have mentioned these points, and I submit 
that the Hon’ble Minister will note them and try to modify the Act. It 
is also suggested to raise the minimum assessable income to Its. 5,000. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Mr. Kundu, please resume your seat. Your time is 
up, please resume your seat. 

(The member having reached his time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mf. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: On a point of order, Sir. When 
asking my friend to resume his seat you showed an exhibition of temper. 
You should not do that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is no exhibition of temper. I had to he louder 
because he was speaking. I had to make the honourable member hear my 
voice. He wanted to speak for two second* but he spoke for about two 
minutes. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUtfbU: I tliink I was givrn anven minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ami you have spoken for about nine minutes. 

Mr. ANN AD A PRASAD MANOAL: Speaker fort*?, wtf? m wef 

out motion wire Srt it mra wftf <x, 4* Cf Agricultural Income-tax 

iWW wm m Agricultural Income-tax Officer ft mom fit tjmrtfcn 
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or wwwm tax toti witj to to im to n *ni wrft wrft, wtft 
OflMMc* 4 fro wrfjf cf CTO cTO Agricultural Officer Wfi TO orc, m ff%l TO 
<**. Cf ^3 &T*i fvr$ TO i 4 $ JWf'STTTO agricultural income-tax fff mm ftr 9pm 
Jf ^OT f?TO I 5. ft 1 00 fffl TOl wfir WTTf, *f$ ffTO TOI wft TO? <5OT t*tl 
notice flfrr **i too* 1 Notice mi *st *nt$ w w c*OT frt* *nn TOrfi* #Hvng 
vm <15 tti m nr s wv <?5 im tSfc*v tout* n uj iot <1; flt ftTO 

m\ TO to*} to fro TO, ft«m wxi to ?i cf CTO wxi to 1 ww <4* Agricultural 

Income-tax fa to mm wd n c*l*-*f* Agricultural Officer v sti to* TOrtffin 
C*l$ ^ fi TO, fi $TO 3 m sre, Wca OTTO Agricultural Income-tax stf) *tt 

fi $1 1< cfft nor TO r:TO to c* to mro to w *n c*«farsa 

TO W TO 1 4 *TO Agricultural Income-tax fttr *vi stto 1 wtft wtfa TOtf 4* 

4¥ atftctnr f%wi wfro to income <ws mfr* to ar t$*t f», income <m feat 
800s ^8 tfffl, Cffrl TOT5 TO faCTO. fVl TO TO <3 ft TOT *f! IttffH fit WTOTO I 

4 ? toto *3 c*fr*i Snf cf frtr to to ?f«t TO 1 c*ftf' ctos cw a*ti to ffronr 

TOTO *nmx cf to fOna »hmi to cf to nr 911 ftf ft 1 ai ft^i income-tax 
Cf TOr rf wfff to tot to, afro to fCTOf cTO ffCTOrt to *ti $fa® ; 
f*l Income-tax Officer Cf ffn ft* TOoTO TO *cff ft 1 Wtfa wtfa to* a I** 
otCff TOW TOWl TO Cf TO TOTO *TO CTO fTfTl ftt I Cft ff TOHt« fof ff, ftf ff 
ffftf ff . Cft ff TOTO tr f fc t, » f‘1 TO 'WFSt TO fft fCfCf 4f^ >J»HO TO 

c? TOf notice cfsfi fCfCf, eft TOR f^f cf*Tt St>trrf to notiw c*sft fCfnfi 
XtotCf CWOR wry r^Ttfll *fll PCfCfl TOR «t'/ fft fCfTTR Cf, 1ft »Cf Cf 

TO TO TTf STO ftf I ^C3T* itrT?. ^ ff*» Hler Cff*f Cff , 31 rtf tax fTO5 TOIft 

*fcf ft . f*i TOrc^ cf 't* ar^rt eff, *t eff c»f cfTOo hic eff ff fftit< 

TOf fft fftftf t frtfi TOl CfCff* TOOT fiTO CTOff, »TCft»Cff flcxwl ftfttR. 1 TO 
c ir vff ftf ffCTO 4f* fR S’lf ff^tf i« <ic$ Reft? eft ff* uff^ Snis f»ff 

TOC5 ftf Agricultural Income-tax TOi *ft reftf 1 iPt Cfftff Sff rc«tf 1 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Your time ih up. 

Mr. HA88AN ALI: Mi. Spcakci, Sir, the hanlsinp ami the grievaucea 
caused hy the heiigal Agiuultutal I ncnme-'lax Act ut tti\ district have 
been very real. I will theietoie speak nn)\ a tew words on this subject 
with a \ iew to bringing to the notice ot the ( iovci nnient the immediate 
necessity of amending the ptousioiis ot the Act as well as of the Rules in 
order to give relief to the leal agncultuial people of the J'lovince. 

Sir, it is perliups known to u> all that the Rengal AgucuJtuinl Income- 
Tax Act was passed in hot baste and ceitain defects in important aaimctn 
remained to the detriment of the inteiests of the really agricultural people. 

First, as to the very Preamble of the Act it is well known that the Land 
Revenue Commission recommended that as a transitional measure towards 
nationalisation of land there should be imposition of a tax upon agricultural 
income. It was understood then, Sir, that the resources thus available by 
imposition of this tax should be utilised for the purpose of adding nutrition 
to the land to make it more productive. It was never suspected even than 
that these hard-earned resources of the nation should be spent away on 
day-to-day administration of the country. 

This great object of the law should have been incorporated in the 
Preamble of the Act. The Preamble says “Whereas it is necessary to 
make an addition to the revenues of Bengal and for the purpose of imposing 
a tax on agricultural income derived from land situated in Bengal M 
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Now, Sir, in the interest of agriculture itself the money thus available 
should be earmarked lor the improvement of land and the quantity and 
quality of crops, and the Preamble should be amended accordingly. 

The next point, Sir, is the definition of agricultural income. The 
definition has been borrowed from the Indian Income-Tax Act which runs- 
thus: “Any rent of revenue derived from land which is used for agricul- 
tural purposes and is either assessed to land revenue in British India or 
subject to a local rate assessed and collected by officers of the Crown as such; 
any income derived from such land; or the performance by a cultivator or 
receiver of rent in kind of any process ordinarily employed by a cultivator 
or receiver of rent in kind to render the produce raised or received by him 
fit to be taken to market, etc.”. 

Now, Sir, the expression “agricultural purposes” has not been defined 
in the Act and taking advantage of this defect, the taxing officer assesses 
upon anything and everything that may be connected with an agriculturist 
because lie finds that in the Oxford Dictionary agriculture means cultivation 
of the soil for food products or any other useful or valuable growth of the 
field or garden and husbandry; also b\ extensive farming including any 
industry practised by the cultivator of the soil in connection with such 
cultivation as forestry, fruit-raising, breeding or rearing of stock, dairying, 
market-gardening, etc., and husbandry means the business or occupation 
of a husbandman or farmer ineluding also the raising of livestock and 
poultry. 

Thus you will he rather surprised to hear, Sir, that the Agricultural 
Income-Tax Officer at Dinajpur has been found to assess upon hens and 
their eggs, fuel wood, <.(/., yathhari, mango and jack fruits, and milk of 
goats, cows and buffaloes because he thinks that fuel wood means forestry, 
mango and jack fruit means fruit raising, and to rear a few goats or cows 
or buffaloes means dairy farming, and rearing a few hens or ducks means 
poultry farming. 

Sir, it hits one’s common sense to say that the cultivators really derive 
no income from these thing.s by celling them to market. Kvervbody knows 
that with the agriculturists rearing of liens and ducks, goats and cows and 
buffaloes never mean any poultry or dairy farming either; fruits from a 
few trees scattered here and there in the premises never means any 
horticulture. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : Sir, I can understand the reason 
for Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu and Mr. Hassan Ali’s objections regarding 
the Agricultural Income-tax because both of them come from a very large 
agricultural district where there are many big jotedars and zamindars who 
derive a large income from paddy. They had so long been escaping pay- 
ment of any kind of tax to the State, and after the provisions of this Act 
have come into force these big jotedars and zemindars have been called 
upon to contribute their share to the State for the benefit of the people of 
this Provinoe. 

Sir, Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu has referred to certain defects or grievances 
in the matter of assessment. I agree with him, so far as the procedure 
hitherto adopted was concerned, there was a legitimate grievance in the 
matter of assessment on the basis of the statistical record prepared on the 
calculation of average yield wKWi the District Agricultural Income-Tax 
Officer used to follow in the matter of computing the assessment. But I 
have issued a circular to all the Agricultural Income-Tax Officers that they 
are not to go on the basis of uverage of any district, but they should go- 
on the basis of the actual yield of theland of the assessee. After the passing 
of this circular this grievance has been removed. 
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Sir, Mr. Hassan Ali has referred to the assessment of mangoes and jack 
j ™ 18 matter also hardship was caused to the people. We nave 
now ruled that unless mangoes, jack fruits or any other aind of fruits are 
»old for commercial purposes, there will be no assessment for domestic 
consumption. If the poultry or fruit is not sold for making profit, it will 
be exempted from assessment. Whether it is egg or poultry, mango or 
jack fruit, or any other kind of fruit, if it is produced for the consumption* 
of the family members of the assessee, it will be exempted from assessment,, 
but if it is sold for profit it will be assessed. 

Sir, Mr. Kundu has referred to the difficulty experienced in the matter 
of appeal because there is only one Assistant Commissioner. It is agreed 
that in the initial stage, after the Act has come into operation, there had 
been a large number of appeals pending before the Assistant Commissioner, 
which could not he disposed of expeditiously. But a large number of those 
appeals have since been disposed of and the assessment is being realised from 
year to year. No further dela\ is anticipated. If there is again accumula* 
tion of appeal cases and (iovernineiit feel the necessity of an additional 
Commissioner, another Assistant Commissioner will be appointed. It is 
also realised that there is some hardship caused to the assessees if they have 
to go to Calcutta for the purpose of placing their appeals before the apjiellate 
authorities. It is the policy of the Government that the appellate authority 
and the Commissioner "ill go out on tour and visit the imdussil offices so 
that the appeal can be heard locally, and this will remove one of the 
grievances which was keenly felt by the assessee when there was a lot of 
appeals pending in one of the ranges of the Province. 

Mr. Mundal from Hurd wan has referred to the fact that hardship in 
caused to the assessees because they have not got any correct statement of 
account. Sir, that is not an excuse for being exempted from paving the 
tax if they do not keep a statement of account. It is better in their own 
interest that such a statement should he maintained because the Agri- 
cultural Income-Tax Officer in the absence of any assessment can make ft 
summary assessment on the basis of information or compilation he can form. 
Therefore, Sir, the excuse that a statement is not kept by nil average 
assessee will not help the assessee in getting an exemption. So it is in the 
interest of the assessee that all proper records of income and expenditure 
should he maintained. 

With these words 1 oppose all the cut motions and commend my motion 
to the acceptance of the House. 

The motion of Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu that the demand of Us. 2,54,009 
for expenditure under the head “Taxes on income other than Corporation 
tax” be reduced by Its. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ hie Mr. Mohammed Ali that a sum of Its. 2,54,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “Tuxes on income other than* 
Corporation .tax” w r as then put and agreed to. 

22 — Interest on dobt and other obligations. 

The Hon’hle Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, on the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum of Ha. 1,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “22 — Interest on debt and other 
obligations”. 

The motion was jthen put and agreed to. 

90 — Ports and Pilotage. 

The Hoa’Me Mr. iHAMOUDDIN AHMED: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the43overnor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 5,42,000 
be granted for expenditure under the bead ”30— Ports and Pilotage”. 
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Mr. SATINDRA NATH SEN: I beg to move that the demand of 
R». 5,42,000 for expenditure under the head “30 — Ports and Pilotage” be 
reduced by Its. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about the 
failure of the steamer companies in Bakarganj district to allow third class 
passengers adequate space and comforts on board and allowing horrible 
congestion and the Government’s indifference to arrange adequate redress. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: ] beg to move 
that the demand of Its. 5,42,000 for expenditure under the head “30 — Ports 
and Pilotage” Ik* reduced by Its. 100. I move this in order to raise a discus- 
sion about the grievances of the passengers travelling by the steamers which 
run between Narayanganj-Goalundo and Chandpur. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, TOTTO1 TOi wtocfc Vffrjv to 3 tor* tfttoi 
v*rc to ?n 3t*tt wmr *ttr* rv to ; 4*; pri *f*v frvtto 6 ! toi ifpr^pr 

4** VfTOVVf FC3 PttTOCTO TO TOT, £Pf* ^t*1 P?t I 4t *TTO TOl 

fro* to fjO TOft pnr $*t* * tc*r* «ri 'tc^c? 3 t*i wtpn* stm ?:* W3 c*"ft i tfTO: 
c*vpt TOnt to* 5to rv tor* i 4^91 4t Ftitc^ toi to 3tr** m *fv to, 

to 4*1 C* TO* cn TOI ^tvf* TO *1 I first class, second class passenger4* vir* 

**ftt«n rate *3 wiTO to phi, f* 3 «[t TO toi m cto; toi to c^nr ; to 4t 
<tf*n a ?H irftt?* 4V tpf] f’ fctvi tom to c**; tos wtos vov *r*?r*3 

TO I 3T*TO *TO Bteamer R°T, TOn TO f> «f :M 3tPf* l 3TPR TO> PHtPT *VTO$ 
TOI I 0 Tt I &t*VT** tTO 4*! TOfTOi CTO FTW1 CTO TOV TO <7*1 *TfU C* *nft*l TOT 
TO TO ftfat? to *T3f*t3 TO to, to stpm *thT* TOtl TO *1 ; 3TTO tf rto 

TOPS F*| 4*ft F**Tl* TO TO I VC*W TO TO FS cn *fwjT* ^tC3 C5 TOPI 

cto f* to ^ *fr* i to «* *rit tot 4*f*t c*i*frt f* *i i pi t*r* 4vf^7 crott f* 
TO to, To 6 ! crontit to v*r* to pttTO to ; 4**1 tor f* pt dtitro tor r* «n i 

v*3 cro *rit cto toto to to? vTO t*tpi* pttcw*i *to ‘scfri, ocfci, 4 to to 

TO3 to’ i wft 3tm to cto f* pr 3t*i toi to toitf, tor** «j i 4^toiF 
HtPM TO Fill Pit TO FPT ^1 TO TO vsff WTO; 

TOl fTOF TO CTOTt TO nr l Pf«t*tF dliHl 3tt) Pit f^t'W 

fto! 'TO sn i 3PrTO vtcfi ^miMd fvi 4? c*rtor- -pri*t toTd to dune to 

^^01 ^5TfWPM WPiM TO5 I mfr^n Plf^T ffto 4CTO, 3TWTOTC3 Itto TOP?, to 

•TOW PTTO TO CTOftt wfl TO CTO TOI TOF frftCF CV351 WO I TO! to 

cto cF$m top?, stpnr S^3 pren v«f3r i TO* vrs f*c*N tfPUR, ijc* to !fW3 to 
— 3 t*i ftto fvpr cto v*to, to pito to* ftwt cro pv5t i 4t 
c* *C3TtR* vcro TO tl^twpi ? Government TO 4to =n cv* 3tFPT 4P^* to 
CTO CV T 4 V* CTO CVWto TtC*' I TOl 4»T* f*RV* TO *TC^R ^t*l WTPR P FfVt* 
TOffpnr ^*r* w^r 4V*r* v*i ft* to wrtoFtvi 4TO c*^i ^ tot* to i cTO India 
Oovermnont4 sanction v TO totoi to TO T p p t ^^7 *-rr: w 4vw* 
tot^t TOF*. *^sv* *ltrs wm* r*t F* Mr. Inchcape 4V commiHsion4 4C^to9Ri 
cv*i pm t*T* cTObff* vt* 4* new wto I ^r* tf^TO cn plan Government drop TO 
pm i TO to FT*n-*rtfe *ito toi TOn*r*c k t* tov *rf**r top ; 3t*i tow to 
4*T TO »r*CI Ft*n TOE TOtTOI *T3T*T3 W*T3 TOC31 I to 31 Fffs I 
3t**tc* Pit «*tl CTOT^t TO WTO, to *t i t ( W | ^M-VITOT* tff% wn tojro vtro 
w«p? vi i *it FVTwn to to* tov* 4t p, ^r*i 4*ft *7*n wwf c* fro crorit *t*r 
Ft TO TOT! VTO5I Ftf. |*Tt, ttV !f^5 C* VFTI TO TO 3T* WVT 3t*l tf|* TO TO TO ; TO WVT 
3tn fto tTO iwc$ vtci mniiva ptew crotro vtrv i FiJt4iJt fitc* 4 w jt'ivtit TO 
wro tm wvi tto v* , 4*t c* v* *tit mm to to*w**tocto wn ft <to 



DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


881 


m.] 

1 cr** 3Tt ** i wt* 4Tf *^fa*i vm c* TOlhn TO*hr w* *tT3 c*t ** steamers 
^ i 4fci wi to? fazn Tfasrsi to? i *rfa ►c s rf-nr#hr m TOtoTI 3m*Ttct 
** isttn T*n fa t?i*i t* t%* from i **3 *rft 4 t£ nr *tr*, fri 3f*« mm c* 1 1 
TOtto* tow*? ro*r?9 Tfa t**t 1 cmrr* to*to -stN c*it*i iwnr **i to *t i 3tf $TOt 

TO? *t*R*f C*t I CTT* CTO fTO* TO*TO*T* t?t oft ; TO CfTOC* TR* 4*fa * 1 *Y 1 C* F$f$ 
to w* tob, cr$ error wr to *i i cro 1st class, error to *t* fa*rf*Bf* uw 
TO ; tor cro^rf% c* 3 m* to tot* to toyi, to error *t$ m, Mr? »n to* to erf) 
fctn to ** 3 T£*r t[fr tow n tor? t?i r* *1 i 4? ’jfarm? roror *fa ifhvftl *t 
to* 3TO 3t?t or *ctot oi €ri toTT? *»:^r snn tot*, "facr? roft, 31 TOtt fa to fajN 
to:*i i irfei* *fa 3 R 1 »f*ts? «R*t s*. to»> *?* to, to* st omrtU fro *i 3ffati, 
ro totottor *** r*, ^r*i to to *nrr*n: tocz to* 3T? *t*ti t?r i 

Mr. SATINDRA RATH 8ER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, *falH cw*Tt3 *f$ TO iTO 
nfjJT r*n 43 t& r* c* 3i **i to *n fcrosfa }*-n cm ffaro* 4*: *faro* c*rr 
*t|*tTOf*, mn, FTfru'i, c3t*i. TOtft*?, wi 4 *: totot TO* mmz toi ** wnrro 

(To 43 ^ ** C* C* TOTO iTT* tTO *1 TO* 4Tfcl TOW UTO **t*3 ** I 3T3JT 
front 4TlM capacity TOT c* 3TC3 T**R passenger travel Ttc* i First claim 1% 
Inter class fa Third class*, trciTTffcrt *rJT*;*n fixed TOT I fa* 4t c* statutory 
limitation *r.m tfT3TT TOI, Tfarj: TORI C?TO3 TOt C* T *1 3Tfl TO* *1 ; 3T* YC*¥ C*0 
passenger error CFtTTOi sr* ; *<5, c^i «£f **PR, c* |>asmmgerrrr wtntt 

TO*TO) TOTO TOT I 4** *1*3 4** C* C3CTO3 CT^fa TOT C*TO* CTOf *tfl 

*TTC3 TO* *1 I 4T*T T*T TTTTI T*! ^TR, fal 31 T*1 5TT *71 I 43 4T (R (A 

wwm tr*TK** *mn *rcr * 1 , toto< m^vr* *r*7! tot * 1 , c«n *t«tR nwTi tot ti ; 
ctot* faster* *ti fa:* oir/5 r* , cr$ *f» ctos *i ent 3trc* Tt am *m *n c*wrw 
3t* TOT C* tr*3 C**, fa^ C**fT* cN CTlT^? 3C3 TO FfC* 4? CTO-TlT t*TR I 

r^c^TO c* *r*ri 'if 3 Tfa »TTf k t' i TO**i Tt*T TO* nr male pasaengeraCTO 
TOf'-fR TTO3 I C*TO* TfTOTS ofC$* *C*T TOTO C* fM'fi, C* *ff*1, C* TOTf* F* ‘51 *tn 
^wrzV-ft ihft *«ctoi tor TO*t* *lt *?ffCTO Tfcis toc to c*, cncr^ ir* 1 fare* *CTt 
Tfo^i TO^, f'ifa 4 fare* CTO C*. TOff*T 4 t C* overcrowding sure, 4 CTO *1 

tfCSTT f^trcTO c* fixed statutary capacity TO® 3R W iwcommodation 
cro *i to; 4 ^ !fC3TCT l^faP CTTO TO* C* capacity CT^ clans 4* 'itrs c* entitled, 
CT^l TO3 ’ft* 3R CTO *TTT1 TCTO I 4*: 3R *T?TO* CTT* TOTO TOJ C** TOJ *TfTl Til TO I 

3RTO TtffTOTO TTOMTI *1 31 ^Rl Ijj'TCoffiT ^Rft TOTO I TTWTO *TO TO, 4CT 

C31 «rmi Ttsm ft* *1, 5T*R TR'Tl *T3*I *T* *1, TTfTOTO Tf«'-tl ’U 3*1 TO *1 I *TO *t«*1 
TO cm TO C* too CTTT *T3^I TO TOT* *TC*, CTO *rp' 1 *mt« Oft *T* I 

*t8 yfcT* paaaengerscro t* 7 fnftc** *rm TOTt TOT i c*TO* TOT C**tr* tOOiVS) 
paaaengera TOc* ; ttct? c*TO* fa «T^ TOTORi t*TO t*c 3 TO**, TTO HT^ FT* paimengera 
CTOT TOS TO ** C5C* CTlI i 3T* ^TOt* First class, Second class passe ngersCTO *r*n 
fa *r* 31 TNTO1 *TO TTcro i 4^1 T3T? unjustifiable. TW1 Tff *#T **m 4 fan 
fa^t* TCI error* | TO Tt TO TOT* TPTTO T*v C* TO*] 4** CTCfCTO C* fan* TC* TO 

TNI Tfa c*facr fafa *t cror* I 4t C* 43 ofa. 3TT5 4f faM TO* T$ TO* *TC*, 
cyclone Tin TO* c* risk tot fan* tc* *t^ Ft* Tnn»f*nw 3t frit fFCThO #it8 
TTC** i c* cror ft front S fo* cnn to ; 3f* 3Tn* higher class** cros CfW 
TO * 1 1 4 t TO* steamer 5 T*rm 4t 1P *m* cttnt^T* 4TT5ltn Ttc* i stfa crofft TO* 
T*t rorfa* c* *firtt* ct>TO 3 c** *rt* cron to* to* *t tototo toi owners, to farftrr, 
TOtro crotn fan *i it* ctff *m, *wfam* fa| *cfa*i frci, *^t* fact c*ti toi *i 
28 
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££3 ffld 3t* tffcl TO* l *K TO *ltn TO? «J1R TO*, fa* CTO1 dim Wft I TO 
^ ; to? toto arlt toito ? me* c?, fcft TOr<.«ra **, ^ #r to TO? 

TO TO? TO^t TO, mfx «rf-fi *rf? c? 4$ steamer service 'Sfa nationalised 
vc? i c? *ttn $i ?i 7? c? c? TO grievances c? ?? redressed 7t? ?fl 

KXprw* TOW, 4$^$ TO? tftOi I 4$ TO TOT? cut motion «fTf? tf^T? ?F?fa I 

The Hofl’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I may 
tell my friends Mr. Satindra Nath Sen and Mr. Ganendra Chandra Bhatta- 
charjee that I have got personal experience of the inconveniences felt by 
passengers because I had the good fortune to travel third class both by 
rail and by steamer from 11124 when I was a non-co-operator. (Dr. Protap 
Chandra Guha Roy: until recently!) No, not recently — long before. I 
know all their difficulties. On assumption of office, I found that corre- 
spondence was going on between the India and the Bengal Governments and 
nobody could come to a decision. The India Government was trying to 
control steamer companies. But nothing happened. Recently, to cut the 
Gordian knot, I have asked for preparation oi a Bill to control the activities 
of steamer companies and very soon that Bill will come up before the Cabinet 
and after it passes through the Cabinet it will come to the House. As I 
have already said I know the inconveniences felt by passengers in steamers 
about which my friends have spoken. I quite realise that this is a very 

f u)d field for exploitation by the l.-G. & R.S.N. Companies. Beyond that 
need not say anything more. J propose to convene a conference of the 
representatives of steamer companies ami of the public and of labour. 
Already there has been representation to me on behalf of labour and steamer 
companies. 

Dr. PROTAP CHANDRA CUHA ROY: Will you call also the 
representatives of passengers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I have called the 
representatives of the public. Sir, Ports and Pilotage is rather a misnomer. 
Henceforward this Ports and Pilotage affair will come under the bead 
“Transport”, Home Department. To make the matter short, at the present 
moment, the cost incurred is for the maintenance of the Ports of Calcutta 
and Cihttagong and for repairing work at Narainganj, etc. The whole 
thing is, as 1 have said already, a misnomer and Government thought of 
putting it under some other head because the Port of Calcutta was declared 
a major Port in 1924 and the Chittagong Port was declared a major Port 
in 1928 and both the Ports are under the control of the Central Government. 
The Provincial Government has nothing to do with them at the present 
moment. It onlv looks after the administration of these Ports. Now, Sir, 
the demand of fts. 5,42,000 under the major head “Ports and Pilotage” 
represents only the following items. 1 shall mention them in passing: — 


Rs. 

Charges for pooled launches ... ... 5,14,860 

Ports Establishment ... ... ... 15,400 

Subsidies to Steam Boat companies ... ... 4,800 

Miscellaneous ... ... ... 1,800 

Charges in England ... ... ... 4,800 

For rounding ... ... ... 340 


Besides the above there are alstf charges for pooled launches Rs. 15,100 and 
a charged provision of Rs. 97,000. 

Sir, I have nothing further to add. I hope this Government — whether 
you malign it or not — will take up the subject very quickly and I am trying 
to do some justice. After the Bill comes before the House, you will have 
enough scope for amendment. I take note of the grievances mentioned 



1946 .] 


DEMAND FUR GRANTS. 




\>y my friends and 1 can assure the House that Government will try to 
remedy them. 1 hope that mv friends of the Opposition will pass the 
demand. 

The motion of Mr. Satindra Nath Sen that the demand of Rs. {>,42,000 
for expenditure under the head ‘‘Ports and Pilotage" he reduced by Its. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Ganendra Chandra Bhattacharjee that the demand 
of Us. d,42. 0(H) for expenditure under the head “Ports and Pilotage" be 
reduced by Its. 100, was then put and lo.st. 

The motion ot the Hon'ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed that a sum of 
Us. 0,42. 000 la* granted for expenditure under the head “Ports and 
Pilotage" was then put and agreed to. 


36 — Scientific Departments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum 
ot Its. 48,000 he granted for expenditure under the head “W> Scientific 
Departments”. 

Mr. 8URESH CHANDRA DA8 GUPTA: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand ot Its. 48,000 for expenditure under the head ”00 Scientific 
Departments” ]>e reduced by Its. 100. 1 move his order to raise a 
discussion about the failure to allot any money for the Calcutta 
Srienre Association, t.v . , the Association for Cultivation of Science in India 
ot Bowhazai. 

1 also beg to move that the demand of Its. 48,000 for expenditure under 
the head “.‘Hi— Scientific Departments” lie reduced by Its. 100. 1 move this 

in order to raise a discussion about its failure to allot any money for the 
Bangi.\u Sahitya Parishat of Calcutta with its Library and Museum, the 
ltamesh Bhavan. 

Mr, Speaker, Sir, xsftx WttV^SiT *fxxx <3 Indian Association of Science *8 ?tt|S 
wwj 4 x 11 extx fcm iwrxt mfa xi rsxtx xrfx gtfx xfx cx xtfl xroxx *8 cx writ 

S’tfrs T51 VT5 WX1 CST* I 

wtfx cx *<i xwt 3 cx xvn xixs extx wtnfa sra *ttn xcx wtfx xcx xi i 

* wtxtx tf«tx tfxrtx cx xxftx xrfrisr *tfxx? exfr xnxrx xrfasT m* tftx «6 xvra 
Knxtwft? *vrc* *xt xftx fan imi wx xnn“*m sx*V’ xtn, cx*m 4 it* f*jt xffx xit 
xxfx xrnt; nsxi cm t wtfx xfm%* cm cm fafa xi i wtfx xnfx $tm extx 
xx §jt xn efts i tffs xsxx 4$ xtftx/rtfircr *rfm xn eft^x fxu 

4 xftxx xmtfc m xrrf cm fctxn xxrn xxi xxfa i r>o xmx xm xmcfrr xnt fimx, 
$fnx Indian Culture** gfj exft *T¥T ffx Xi 4*t XtfxtWTi tjf$ tgfCf* CftX 

xx? xi *rxti8 xxi fxx xmn ^sx xfm*fr *nt*x, tarn x#tx xtfxxOT $nx fx*n8 fix 
^ wtn i cx$*rt wrfx xn *fx sx wwft xtrxcS xx, 4*xtx 4xfri fcn.xtrwfc fcnfrs in 
xfti xtfan M fxx ?ry *\p( xi c?$xi rs n8 n’ fcrxi--cxfci exx qftx 4?nu c?<#*i n i 

XMW*fx xnf, cxtxtwrrx cxfct *TCf, Indian Cultivation of Science Wxi xtw ♦tfT! 
x#tx **<nt*fcx wti eftw -sxti ftrxr^ ftxfx t fw% xstxi fwffxx ^f—duly xtm f^x 
«Tf femi capital grant ftXTX W?7 xfxx^iftx Xtn xxxtu XtlffCXX fwi 

wtw ^rtTXT «D cm $ux ftxfxt mm 4> Science Association*!*!! mm Xt— 
4^1 xrxxxtfxtf 4*ti C*>xrn xi i cx^i wfxttxx CSC* cxirs in I 4$ Science Assoc iation4 
*1W *nnx Sir C. V. Raman, fxfx Nobel Prize cftltfx 4X; F, R. 8. xntfX* 
4 t Science Association* ftw *n Mr. Krishnan F. R. 8. TCltfXl *8 
Science Association* *tw *n ItXTCXf Xtntl WXTW tlMfxf 4tXJX Xf f Ct8 
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eM 7 ?*?? fecmft frstfe? ??c$ TO? fag ?t¥ ?CTOg? l TO 4? Science Associations 
?lw ¥inp c¥fTc*tf ir immnw fife X’ Ray wi TOiH ??m 4?t TOftfti 4?fri mf ? ?TO 
— fefe 4TO1 Science Conpressi) Physics Sections President 5?T? c*ft?? ?T5 ?wc$? I 
TO<?i CTC? oj? Science Association cm? miT* ¥$ fcistf?? cifrxid? TOl 
C?tl?ff*p3 ?Cfld? i TO 4? Science Association gfefo ®TTO TOar?t? TOTTO — 

C? ?fw tffa 60 ?s?T tcf i ?TO 1 U??TO tfeT? TOTC¥? sttj TO I ¥Tfa ¥?? Entrance 
♦fH to ?V?t$T& *t$T5 mfr to* tottw cicife muTOi c?t? imt?? t^? to i 
mfi cro cro tocw cmife imdirm ?ttw? mm 4?fa to mft ^c? mzm 

“Suppose it is a test tube and I pour Hydrochloric acid into it” 4? 5ft? ?TO?, 
flTO 515 I 4? Science Association irfan 3TO ??, TOl ?fa¥5? 3tf??TC5 ?Fg¥ 
fee??, TOl C?TO fTO TO ¥?C5 TOTS? I 4? Science Association ?*$i ¥Cl? C??ft? 
Tft5 1TO? f%*TTl tp§fc TOTO fast?, TO TOTQF faoft?? TOTOTO «H«IM TO Ft? I TO 
VW JJ5? Ifijt *T?¥1? I TOl (71 fo? TO fcm CRTO^ — ¥tf? TOl TO, C?? f%? TO fet¥l fro 
TOl TO TO TO TOTS TOC1? I TOT? ¥^t?TT TO 1TTY1 TOftl? ifirisf! TO? I 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 48,001) under the head “00 — Scientific Departments” be reduced by 
Its. 100. 1 move this in order to raise a discussion about the insufficient 

amount of grants to the Royal Asiatic Society, Art Gallery and Art Section 
of the Indian Museum and other societies and the want of a planned policy 
to encourage establishment and growth of more scientific societies and 
institutes. 

?TOf% iTOu, it?^ ?ft frnr cmtwiwifa? c?ft?? ’To oi> — f?ro??ft? firorsf?? 

TOF? «FTT (71 8 \r TOTf fcTTO l^ft CKVC^T 5ft5 TOTO ^sjfTOl ??€!? TOf3T5 TO TO$T? 
Itgld* Wt'S TOl feTOf >0 TOTWTO TO TOTTO ?5ft¥ TOtlTlftlT GRT 45 frT*l TO 73TO 

tot to TO3 ic dstfa? irfafo 3 mm? cisto tot ^mn 

^Vromnr toci? ?ft?rF?r? trt > 00 , fcrro 4t ?mta tfro to^ i 
J ifnffi ?fCt« ( Royal Asiatic Society ) tot =u,xK\ ^tri 

TO#ft TO?r?r? TOl fam 3 TOT b t OOO\ 4V, ?Wtt?ftfo*TO7 

i 4$ ciwtvcr* izn tot TO^nt? nfrf^r tot ^i, ft n tot 

tot o.^oc^ 4r^ tot 060s TOi <m i 4$ tto 

JltWJW T1 TO?T TOl ffTOl 3 TOF5TO 41{ TTW^T 4ft V\ TOrCTu ¥1^7 

TO TOT CT ^t¥l <nn mvzf C? ^T¥l ¥f^5 TO 1 4t ?TO nfafe* ¥TRTT ¥T? TOTm WC?T 
Top i cr*n toi tout 0T3n wrJti *ct wri-m i 

4t irnsr to?it? ifif^r mn fV tot mr^ tou <n wrf? i tot to?h? 
tow ^ra urm ¥irot ctsti ci *rf5' fun cifri vtfroi f^cr%TO i 4* iot to- 

«Wtl iflf^T TOT Hi HTTf Ttl T.,800\ ^T¥1 ¥?'K ltd ?m ^T¥l, 11W1U1 ¥TT d$(\ 

ttm ; Tfl'R itn oos ^T¥i-^ fct¥i toti to to? ¥ffr tc? ¥fr i to« it?t? 

tfips t 

031 TO? TO 4 ? 1 $ tfTO ¥lff I TOT TOTO 4 Tt?tT 3 tl ItTOTO? S?fT 3 1 TO^tl 
♦Jflftl ifcroi TO?!? TOT 31 ^W 1 froi ^tfT 5 TOl I TO$tl ^ pTFTOlfrTO? ITU fooKTO^ 
Tot TOTS TOl, ArmyCS, Navycs, Air Forceoi tJTTOf toto TOl l TO ftroiCf, 
TOlfitTO, ITOf?ff 5 , TOTOTO Ambaaa|dor + tlill '5 TOl oilt Clt H? CTO 1 TO 1 Rdl 

m TO? ?fiu5 toi i mm dm toi'cto^i to? fTOtti ?ro fro ?roi f¥| TOTS wrni 
to to ?roi mum wm q fete ? totit to? totoi 4 ?roi cm? n ft? ro ? i to^toci 

?f? TOTO CfT? m iTO TTO l ?1 iffir 0 ITO C?t TOfTO fTOl ?1 Cl? TOC? TOlll f?%l TOTFCTO I 

tow mm to'cicTO 4 w?i cto ?i?i ifi ?1 TOC? toc? to'cTO 4 ? m 
4TO fife fed Expect Committee to TOC 5 %n TOrir ?fm fi TO C5ti TOl? 1 
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’rewfe TOfl, T>n on vim i orti its? — m, frjrt 

*F*f *W'¥7 C*NfI, ClNtV *1 Vft ffJHV ? 4 fa* *K**U State C<Cf Hit 
^fb 1 ^ I ^Rf C5&1 ’fTttfasR 4 ? fa* Wnf $!f*f* c*t* ** *ft* cvf* Government CSR 
csfri to* mrcwn 4$ fa* ’T'ffa fa* toih toh faftt* cro >p *tt$n *Yi 

fan 4*t <tt towj ¥ite tot* i 

snm m 4*fr *«n *roi 1 c’fo *th *nsNti mm *mrr* m tf*n firs «nft * 1 , 
!fai ^rr5 toib c*i* vf* 1 to 5W? fan cro *rt i cn facts wrotn irrwi 

Rt Sfas 1 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDOIH H08AIN: Sir, 
I quite realise the inadequacy ot the allotments made under this head. 
I do not know whether the claims preferred on behalf of certain institution® 
are quite reasonable or not, but 1 must say at the very outset that the allot- 
ment under this head has been very small. I must at the same time point 
out to the House that in previous \ ears the allotment used to be a® 
follows : — 

In 1043-44 only Rs. 30,000; in 1044-45 only Rs. 30,000; last year it was 
Rs. 42,000, ami till" >ear a provision oi Rs 48,000 has been made under 
this head. So the allotment has been increased to the extent of Rs. (1,000 
and it has been allotted, as already mentioned in tin* unions figures, 0) 
very deserving associations like the Royal Asiatic Society Its. 20,280, the 
Rarcndra Research Society — Rs. 2,400, tin* Dacca Museum-' -Km. 4, HR, the 
Darjeeling Museum — IN 0,000 and the Malda Museum -Rs 000. I only 
wish that the Government could find more money lor this very important 
department. With the advancement of science l think gradually we must 
increase yen much our allotment under this paiticuhit bead. 11 the country 
is to industrialise itself, we must help tin* scientific departments to grow 
gradually and to render assistance to the country towards industrialisation., 
I have full sympathy with the uiovei ot the motion, and l would point out 
that y\e ha\e done what we could with the money that Iiun hern placed at 
our disposal. W'e have allotted Rs. 0,000 more this year and that is all 
we could. Rut, as I have already said, m framing this budget also wm had 
very little hand: it N practically a section lid budget. 1 have taken a note 
of the criticisms of the Opposition and in future yeais 1 hope I shall he able 
to allot sufficient money under this particular head which is a very important 
subject. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

The motion of Mr. Suresh Chandra Das Gupta that the demand of 
Rs. 48,000 for expenditure under the head “30— Scientific Departments” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, wus then put ami lost. 

The motion of Mr. Suresh Chandra Das Gupta that the demand of 
Rs. 48,000 for expenditure under the head "30— Scientific Departments” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Nikunja Behari Maiti that the demand of Rs. 48, 000 
for expenditure under the head "30 — Scientific Departments” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’hle Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain that a sum 
of Rs. 48,000 be granted for expenditure under the head "30 — Scientific 
Departments”, was then put and agreed to. 

55 — SUPERANNUATION ALLOWANCES AND PENSIONS, 55 A — 
COMMUTATIONS OF PENSIONS FINANCED FROM ORDI- 
NARY REVENUES, AND 83 — PAYMENT OF COMMUTED 
VALCE OF PENSIONS NOT CHARGED TO REVENUE. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, on the recommendation of 
Hi* Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 96,82,800 be 
granted for expenditure under the heads “55 — Superannuation allowances 
and pensions”, “55A — Commutations of pensions financed from ordinary 
revenues” and “83 — Payment of commuted value of pensions”., 

Mr. BEPIN BEHARI CANGULI: Sir, I l>eg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 96,82,800 for expenditure under the heads “55 — Superannuation 
allowances and pensions”, “55A — Commutations of pensions financed from 
ordinary revenues” and “8t3 — Payment of commuted value of pensions” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about the 
nature of the persons to whom pensions for distinguished and meritorious 
services are given. 

Mr. Speaker Sir, OTTCWfl 4$ I*IH faci cull a TWI WTtl Cl IT* ITTIl 

rici, OT iit citw OTrrwi fan 4 $ motion fin Ufa ift mtim »[& 4 fan 
uw*i tit 5 sttfa i "wrf i$H sm i” itn ifa urw h, hti h, ci tprj 
itft wire itci wiitu wren wit itn wtw wci ttn, stir* mu, OTft 3m— 4wn 
wf® to i urn mi n, i* ceremony ; 4$ im f^si fan farm farm i*n cm h i 
few itjm n im i*--OT n OT n wt, ot n i*, mi wj f wiiTiT--m fwfarc- 
fcfa Uiti ii in in n uaw* ci$ far fan 3 ran itim m fcfo® i uni wtfi n fanpn 
i* cm itwTlfen fafaFf tit® hi' mn i mwir urn ch c® itfa> ci ot®ich mr 
m mu orm mr uw n ¥*31*51, n htwchi ci itwftfow ht fan cut uwtw 

4*wiot ^ci mi imi cn ®m wn iwc® itfai wimn^uw-iifci wiotucii 

wrm wm ^nrwi 1 itu wmn wti itcwi, im wiitu with otii wti itcwi— 
mi cir*. sjiHti ctfw, m 11 n tw — iwot wit ifa m wtw oti mi, ®mw 

UltCH 3OT ®tl TOri UW& in Itrw 1 Uin Howard Philanthropist ill ¥U wcifa — 

OT philanthropy fai Htwmi 1 farfi cwm f®®i fatn w^Utt wnrUcH chi ito 

ci ci cwti cstw u ewi, mw IT f®fl ifntl HOT 3OT IT 3 ICI *falfl® 

inmi uwcwi fan uin ci* uw it^yc* m 3m fat® Ufa — ®tch wit tension 
urn wti 1 im wimi wit® cifitinf— itu m ura toot wiitu toot, ci win 
fa^ cOT, |iHti citw, twi n «j&h cirw— ci i®tot ®ttn Sh in^, ci* TOtstcii fawn 
feitm *cw itu ‘ftf^nni wit iMuinionn itth wn *5i'nc*ti ¥*iti ciitn 

citi irfw*5 mi, 1**5 wni it*n n 1 i^irfaixs sitn itfsi* fifafrm im wimi chi 
wim. ^mi fai fam mi fau to HOT I Itu wnm chi ¥ini, itn wimi wim 
im social reform WOTfl, m H iTfwmt'i wit OTtm chi 3WI inn HOTj 
osifi *5l'nc^i *rwe itn hot— ^ itm wit wi'^fapr ittfi wu Sfas, irc^s OTn ci-f>, 
fai dn IIOT5 Itm jut ewi ifin m *?ci oti itus OTr»tn «ftiiiui wits im «4U itrs 

^5tCH miserable existence drag WIT5 U H, OTretn ^PtlHfan farj^tl WIT® 

ltd, m wtw iwi'nm* lew wu hot 1 m fa¥ clew Ufa wtiti cut motion 

wrifai ^ faw fan usi'em ci fcrwi grant wnm, wtfa in wfa, mi wfas mtiri 

Thi Hon'blo Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is the policy 
of the Government to grant cavgrofta pensions to distinguished scholars and 
literateurs if they happen to live in straitened and poor circumstances. I 
know it, because after our assumption of office one such case came up to us and 
we had to grant a small pensit^i to a very distinguished but poor author and 
I am in agreement with what the honourable member has said with regard 
to the policy of granting pensions or some other kind of allowances to 
distinguished men of this province who have rendered public and distin- 
guished service in the direction of literary or scientific advancement of the 
country. We have every sympathy with that proposal and we do grant 
pensions to such men. dut one thing should be borne in mind that for the 
grant of such a 'pension the recipient must be in poor circumstances. 
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With these words, Sir, I oppose the cut motion and press my motion for 
acceptance. 

The motion of Mr. Bepin Beknri Ganguli that the demand of Rs. 96,82,800 
for expenditure under the heads ”55— Superannuation allowances and 
pensions”, “55A — Commutations of pensions financed from ordinary 
revenues” and ”83 — Payment of commuted value of pensions” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali that a sum of 
Rs. 96,82,800 be granted for expenditure under the heads “05 — Superan- 
nuation allowances and pensions”, “55 A — Commutations of Pensions 
financed from ordinary revenues”, and “83 — Payment of commuted value 
of pensions not charged to revenue”, was then put and agreed to. 

9— 8tamps. 

The Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, on tin* recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs. 7,13,(XH) be 
granted for expenditure under the head “9 — Stamps”. 

Mr. RADHANATH DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Its. 7.13,000 for expenditure under the head “9- Stamps” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 1 move this in order to raise a discussion about the 

corrupt practices of the .-lamp- vendors of the courts of Bengal and in parti- 
cular those of t lie courts of Calcutta and tin* Alipore courts. 

The object of m\ cut motion is clearly understood from the cut motion 
itself. The same sort of cut motion had been raised by me iu the last 
budget discussion when the demand for grant was put forward by the 
ex-MinMer Hon'ble Mr. Turak Nath Mukerjea, now Mr. Tarak Nath 
Mukerjea, a member ot the Cpper Hou*e. 

The corruption and illegal gi attentions were admitted by another — the 
then honourable member oi the House, Khan Bahadur Haji Uadi Ahmed 
Choudhurv. Hi* argument in favour of the corrupt practices were to some 
extent true. He said that the vendors could not but tuke to corrupt practices 
only because the rates of commission given to them weie lower in comparison 
to the all-round rise in prices of foodstuffs and other necessary articles. 
The} have got to live and maintain then families and how can they do so if 
they cannot earn something more than what, they formerly used to do by 
selling stamps. 

It is quite well known to the litigant public that they have got to 
purchase stamps at a premium to the rate of one or two annas per rupee. 
I want to draw the attention of Government once more to eradicate this 
grievance of the public who go to file legal proceedings before the court 
and who require their deeds and documents to be registered. 

The Hon’ble Minister last year stated that these corrupt practices could 
be tackled and put an end to if the public whole-heartedly co-operated with 
and helped the Government. I cannot understand how and in what way 
the public can help the Government. The public can only bmig these sort* 
of allegations to the notice of the authorities concerned. The pleaders and 
other lawyers can do so. But there is a danger on the part of the pleader* 
and lawyers and other litigants who have got to go very often to court* 
for redressing their grievances. If they do so and complain, their cases 
will very much suffer and as such, they will prefer purchasing starana at a 
premium to complaining about that, Moreover, if any such complaint be 
made, it would be difficult on their part to prove it to some extent. 

So, Mr. Speaker, Sir, what I suggest is this that Government of their 
own accord must, to some extent, take to putting a stop to this sort of corrupt 
practices. And I suggest also that by raising the rates of commission 
available to the stamp- vendors, the Government will be able to remove this 
illegal and corrupt practice to a considerable extent. 
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Sir, Government are making an income from this item to the extent of 
IU, 3 'em res and 40 lakhs this year and the governmental expenditure on 
this item is about Rs. 7 lakhs and 13 thousand only. So, Government should 
give some more profit to the stamp-vendors. Government are giving 
dearness allowance to their staff and are also increasing the pay of the 
people who are having poorer salaries. So, it should he the duty on the 
part of the Government to look into the grievances of the stamp-vendors 
and thereby remove the blackmarketing in the selling of stamps. 

Sir, to one more thing I want to draw the attention of the Government 
and that is this. I cannot but mention here in passing that some amount 
of money has been exacted by the Government from us, the members of this 
House and the Upper House during the time when we had had to file 
returns of election expenses after the last election. It was stated that 
adhesive non-judicial stamps to the amount of Rs. 4 had got to be made use 
of, but later on a dispute arose over the matter and as a result we had, 
practically all of us, to use non-adhesive non-judicial stamps again to the 
amount of Rs. 4. I request, Sir, that this sort of anomaly and irregularity 
must he eradicated and put right. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM (Parliamentary Secretary on behalf of Hon’ble 
Mr. Muhammad Ali): Mr. speaker, Sir, with your permission I beg to 
reply to the dehate. It is the object of Government to provide every facility 
for the supply of stamps to the public. According to the standing rules, 
the treasurer at the iheudquarters of a district and at subdivisions tl*e sub- 
ordinate officer entrusted with the custody and sale of stamps on behalf of 
Government work as (\r -officio vendors and sell stamps to the public on 
application. Besides, the District Officer is authorised to issue licenses to 
private persons for the sale of stamps to meet local demand. Every licensed 
vendor is required to keep a proper stoek of stamps which he is authorised 
to sell. If he fails to do so, his license is liable to 1 m* cancelled. When 
persons cannot In* found willing to undertake till e sale of stamps in any 
locality in which the establishment of a vendor seems desirable, the rules 
provide for the appointment of some person in the public service as stamp- 
vendor on a small salary in addition to the usual rate of discount allowed to 
licensed vendors. The rules further provide that in outlying localities 
where otherwise stamps might not always be easily available, licenses for 
the sale of stamps of every description should he granted to any respectable 
and reasonably substantial person of tihe locality recommended by the local 
officer. It will thus appear that sufficient provision has been made in the 
Tules, and discretion left with the District Officer, so that stamps may be 
readily available to the public even in small towns and villages. Govern- 
ment have also received no complaint about non-availability of stamps in 
any locality. 

Government have already had under consideration the question of 
increasing the rates of commission fees to stamp-vendors in the light of 
present day conditions. Reports from District Officers about extra cost 
involved were called for, some of which are being awaited at present. 

Regarding the point that my friend lias suggested about adhesive stamps, 
I might say that due to war conditions during last election time stamps 
could not be sent to mofussal areas. In future Government will consider 
that no such difficulties arise. 

With these words I commend the motion to the acceptance of the House. 

The motion of Mr. Radhunath Dus that the demand of Rs. 7,13,000 for 
expenditure under the head “9 — Stamps’ * be reduced by Rs. 100 was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali that a sum of 
Rs. 7,13,000 for expenditure under the head “9— Stamps” was then put and 
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86— Stationery and Printing and Dapraeiation Raaarta Fvmft— CowwMnt 

Presses. 

Th6 Hon’ble Mf. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. on the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor 1 hep to move that a sum of Its. 41,70,000 be 
granted for expenditure undtp* the head “50— Stationery and Printing and 
Depreciation Reserve Fund — Government Presses", 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Deposits and advances. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. on the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor 1 hep to move that a sum of It#. 30/28,000 be 
granted tor expenditure undei the head ‘ Interest Free Advances". 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Loans and advances. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. on the recommendation of 
His Kxrellenrx the Governor, 1 hep to move that a sum of Rx. 1,50,H9,(K)0 
he granted for expenditure under the head “Loans and advances hearing 
interest". 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Message. 

Secretary then read the following message received from the Bengal 
Legislative Council: — 

“That the eoneurience ot tin* Bengal Legislative Assembly he asked to 
the Murshidabud Bill, 1040, a* passed b\ the Bengal Legislative 
Council, at its meeting held on the 23rd September, 1946.” 

8hort Notice Government Bills. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With your 
permission, Sir, I beg to give short notice of the above Bill which will be 
taken up in the House tomorrow, for consideration. 

(Cries of “Where is the Bill?" from Congress Benches.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 understand that the Opposition agreed to this 

procedure. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Without receiving the Bill 
how can it he considered, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can have it just now. It is here. (Copies of the 
Bill were distributed to members.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I want to give short notice 
of the Calcutta Disturbances Commission of Enquiry Bill, 1940. The Bill 
will be taken up for consideration and passing tomorrow. It has been pass- 
ed by the Upper House and the concurrence of this House is sought. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no other business today. 

Adjournment 

The House was then adjourned at 4-15 p.m. till 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
the 28th September, 1946, a t the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding* of the Bengal Legi»lative A»»embly assembled under 
the provision* of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thus Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, the 
28th September, 1946, at 10 a.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Nurttl Amin) in the Chair, 7 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 188 members. 


Obituary. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen. It is my painful 
duty, before we begin the proceedings of the House, to convey a sad news 
to you — the news of the death of Justice Sir Nasirn Ali, lately the acting 
Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court. We meet this morning under 
the shadow of a great calamity 1 might call it. It is my proud privilege 
to announce before the House that I had been associated with Sir Nasirn 
Ali as his article clerk for full two years when he was at the Bar, as I had 
the opportunities of knowing Sir Nasirn All as a man, as a lawyer, and 
also as a Judge of the Calcutta High Couit. It is not necessary for me to 
reiterate on the floor of this House that Sii Nasirn Ali lived up to the 
greatest tradition of an honest lawyer, an honest man, and an honest 
Judge. His ability was unquestionable, and lie possessed some great 
virtues iu such abundant measure that such virtues will certainly be an 
ideal before those who have been left behind. It is really not possible tor 
me to express my thoughts on this occasion. I can do no better than ask 
you to rise in your seats to signify your assent in sending a message ot 
condolence to tiie bereaved family. 

(Members rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. The Secretary will do the needful. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

' Flood in Feni subdivision. 

*63. Mr. MOHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY: Will 
the Hon’blc Minister in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased 
to state — 

(а) whether Feni subdivision has been flooded this year; 

(б) how many villages and how many people have been affected and 

what is the amount of damage ; 

(c) whether major portion of Feni (especially police-stations Parshuram 

and Ghbagaluaiya) is flooded every year by rivers Muhuri and 
Chhilaniya ; 

(d) whether steps have been taken for relief of the flood-stricken people 

of Feni this year; 

( e ) the causes of .flood whi^h visits Feni every year; and 

(/) whether Government have any scheme for the removal of these 
causes ? 

MINISTER in oham of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tile 
Hon'bl* Mr. A. F, M. Abdur Rahman): (a) Yes, the area covered by 
police-station Parshuram, police-station Chhagalnaiya and about half of 
police-station Feni has been flooded this year. 
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{ b ) Two hundred and five villages and about 50,000 people have been 
affected. 

Crops of about 20,000 acres of lain! have been damaged, 

(c) No. 

(d) Yes; in the form of (0 gratuitous relief, (u) cheap grains, (tit) agri- 
cultural loan, (ir) house-building grants, (r) free distribution of cloths, 
blankets, garments, medicines, milk, \itamins, water-purifying tablets, etc., 
(r») distribution of paddy seeds at concosional rates and (tui) cash allotment* 
for test works. 

(e) The cause of flood when it occurs is generally heavy rainfall in the 
upjier catchment of the Muhuri and the (iihiluniya which are hill streams. 

if) Investigations are lnung made with a view to drawing up a scheme 
for relieving flooding in the Muhuri Ixisin. 

Mr. MOHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: With reference 
to answer (a), will the Hon'blc Minister be pleased to state what is the 
source of his information? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: My source of informa- 
tion is the officers of the Irrigation Department. 

Mr. MOHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Double 
Minister be pleased to state whether lit* is aware that this year the amouut 
of loss suffered b\ the people has Wn something about one crore of rupees? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I have given the 

estimates of the Ions in auswei (//>. 

Mr. MOHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will flic Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state when the invent Ration will b« mpleted and 

the actual work will begin? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Actual observation has 
been made and a contour survey of the floor areas will be required to be 
made. After this has been completed and I have culled for estimates, the 
actual work will begin. 

Mr. MOHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware that the floods this year 
carried sand with the result that lands in the two police-stations have lost 
fertility? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: It may be. 

Mr. MOHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the llon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what remedy Government contemplate to give 
in connection with sand and the loss of fertility? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: After observation and 
contour survey are complete we will take up the work. 

Mr. MOHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHAUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware that there is a lake in 
Tippera State, named Pillak, and water comes from that lake, and the 
public feel that this Government should take up this matter with Tippera 
State ior remedy? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I shall give due consi- 
deration to the suggestion of the honourable member. 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that contour survey is being 
made from 1940? 
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The Hofl’bli Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: So far as my informa- 
tion goes, contour survey has not yet been taken up. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if Government have any scheme devised for prevention 
of flood in different parts of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Yes, Government have 
in contemplation certain schemes for the prevention of flood in different 
districts. 

Mr. AMULYA CHANDRA ADHIKARI: Is there any definite scheme 
in their contemplation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDURRAHMAN: I have given my 
answer in (/*). 

Discrimination of pay in respect of temporary and permanent 
Government servants. 

*64. Mr. 8ERAJUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Chief Minister’s (Establishments) Detriment be pleased to state — 

(a) the reason in the matter of discrimination of pay between the tempo- 

rary and permanent Government servants; and 

(b) whether Government contemplates to increase the pay of low paid 

permanent servants of Government in consideration of the 400 per 
cent, increase of the cost of living? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): 

(a) In accordance with the Bengal Services (l\n of Temporary Posts) 
Rules, 19**15, temporary posts were formerly created on fixed pays equal to 
the minima of the scales prescribed for the corresponding permanent posts. 
It has been recently decided that with effect from the 1st January, 1040, 
temporary posts also will be on time-scales of pay. At present, therefore, 
no discrimination exists between temporary and jjenminent Government 
servants in respect of their salaries. 

(6) A comprehensive enquiry into all pay scales has been undertaken with 
a view to standardizing, rationalizing and revising them. Bending the com- 
pletion of this enquiry Government have sanctioned an ad interim increase 
in the basic pay of their low paid employees, the details of which may be 
seen from the Chief Minister’s Department Memorandum No. 1474-Estbts., 
dated the 6th May, 1946, a copy of which is laid on the Library Table. 

Mr. ABU TAIYAB MAZHARUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether temporary staff will be absorbed in the perma- 
nent port? 

Mr. I. A. SALIM: It is very difficult for me to say, but I can say this 
much that the matter is under the consideration of the Government. 

Mr. ABU TAIYAB MAZHARUL HAQUE: Has the Government 
formulated any policy regarding temporary service? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: It is being examined. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state as to where the basic salary of the lowest-paid Government servants 
stands after the addition of tins interim increment? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM. I would like the honourable member to look into 
the memorandum put on the Library Table. 

Mr. DEBiNDRA NATH BEN: Sir, my question is, what was the 
basic pay of this staff before the addition of this increment? 
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Mr. S. A. SALIM: I want notice. 

Mr, DEBENDRA NATH SEN: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that only an increment of Hs. has been sane* 
tinned for the employees drawing up to Hs. 20 j>or month? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: 1 want notice. I cannot give an answer offhand. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Jlon'lde Minister be pleased 
to state what in his opinion has been the increase either in the cost of 
living index or in the price index since the pie-war time? 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: It is very difficult for me to give an answer 
offhand. 

^ Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the rate oi increase since 1!M9 on the basic salaries? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: 1 think the scale varies for different services. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Is the llon'ble Minister aware that the 
rise in pi ices has been 150 per cent.? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM: That may he so. 

Representation by Assistants of Registration Directorate. 

*65. Mr. FAKIR ABDUL MANNAN: «/) Will the llon’ble Minister 
m charge of the Judhi.il Department be pi caned to stale whether any repre- 
-j^-iitatioii hun been made to tlu* Government b\ the Assistants of the 
aiegistrutioii Directorate for appointing the J’ersoiml Assistant to the 
Inspector-General of Registration by promotion from the office stuff as is 
done in most other Directorates ? 

(M If so, what decision has been taken in tin* matter by the Government? 

Vh. Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon We Mr. 
Jogendra Nath Mandal): no Yes. 

(/>) Government haw* decided not to throw the i>ost open to the office 
assistants of the Directorate 

Mr. MUHAMMAD HABIBULLAH CHOWDHURY : Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are the reasons for this decision? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give the reasons for 
the decision. 

Increment of pay of the low-paid Government employ eee. 

*66. Mr. ABDU8 8ABUR KHAN: Will the Hon’blo Minister in 

charge of the Chief Minister’s (Establishment) Department be pleased to 
state- 

(a) whether he is aware of the increase in emoluments recently granted 
by the Government of India to their employees drawing pay up 
to Rs. 250 per month; and 

% (5) what action, if any, has been or is proposed to be taken by the 
Government of Bengal to relieve the distress of their lower-paid 
employees? 

Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. ffuhrawartfy): 

(a) Yes. 

(b) With effect from the 1st of April, 1946, Government have allowed 
- their lower-paid employees certain ad interim increases in basic pay, the 
details of which may bfe seen from Establishment Branch Memorandum 
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No. 1474-Estbts.. dated the 6th May, 1946, a copy of which is placed on 
the Library Table. The increases sanctioned by this Government compare 
favouiably with those allowed by the Government of India. 

A comprehensive examination of the scales of pay of all Government 
servants has been undertaken, with a view to standardizing, rationalizing 
and revising them. Owing to the intricacy and complexity of the subject, 
t lie inquiry is not likely to be completed Wore February, 1947. Govern- 
ment have however, decided that, whatever may be the period required to 
complete the inquiry, the revised rates of pay resulting therefrom will take 
effect from the 1st January, 1947. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state if Government servants include menials, duftries, guards, 
etc.P 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Questions over. 

Ruling on a point of order. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
have you decided ubout that question which was held over ior your ruling? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes 

On 21 at September, 1946, Mr. Niharcmlu Dutt-Mazumdar raised a point 
of order with regard to the answer given to starred (mention No. 48(1) by 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture. Mr. Dutt-Mazumdni 's 
point is that the Hon’ble Minister avoided to an.swei the question 6i)w). 
llis contention further is that since it is the right or privilege of the 
members to put questions to a Minister, it is as well their right to elicit 
answers. In this case the question lias not been answered. 

It is indeed the privilege of the members to interiugate the Ministers. 
This institution lias been described by l)r. Jennings in his book “On 
Parliament as a game of chess in which all the moves are well know f n 
and each player thinks several moves ahead and like chess the gume often 
ends in a draw. 

I have looked into the Assembly Procedure Pules and some precedents 
ot this House and the Central Assembly. Pule 31 pnmo facie appears to 
confer wide powers on the Chair in the matter of decidiug the manner in 
which questions are to be answered ; but reading it in the light of the pre- 
cedents, I am of opinion that this power relates more to the form. Sir 
Frederick Whyte as the President of the Central Assembly on 2nd 
February, I92o, ruled on a similar point. “Questions are admitted when 
they satisfy the rules and standing orders. AVhether honourable members 
are able to extract replies from Government is a totally different matter in 
regard to which I have no responsibility.” Another President Sir Abdur 
lvahim, on 20th hehruary, 1939, hold that if an honourable member finds 
an answer unsatisfactory it is up to him to find out anv remedy he can. The 
Chair has no authority in the matter. 

One ruling given on 10th August, 1937, by the then Speaker of the 
Bengal Assembly also throws some light on the point at issue, and it w as 
ffiven by vSir Azizul Haque. He said, “I cannot find any rale which 
justifies me in holding that ’the Speaker can compel an answer from the 
Minister”. 

1 looked in May’s Parliamentary Practice also— I referred to the 
4th Edition — and there also I could not find any answer. In this case 
there is an answer to the question which in the opinion of the honourable 
members is not to the point. It may be so but on a careful consideration 
of the rules and the precedents I find that it is not possible for the Chair 
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-^compel an answer of another type and I am not concerned with whet 
things ought to be, but I am required to consider matter* an they are. 
According to the rules of procedure and precedents with which I do not 
find any adequate reasons to differ, I cannot help the honourable member. 
Besides, this is not a case in which the honourable member is left without 
any remedy whatsoever. He can look for other remedies also, if he so 
desires. 

In these circumstances, the question of holding over does not arise. 


8hort»notice question. 


Mr. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, may 1 draw the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister through you to the notice of the short- 
.^^ice question I gave the other day and which was. I understand, agreed 
by tile Hon’ble Chief Minister. What has happened to my question? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not aware of that 
short-notice question. It has not come to me from the department. 

Statement by Mr. Kiran 8ankar Roy regarding communal disturbances. 


Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, 1 seek vour permission 
and indulgence of the House for making a brief statement liefore this 
House is prorogued. Members would be leaving for their homes but they 
would be going with an anxious mind ami serious misgiving. A month 
has elapsed and yet the reign of terror is continuing in Cuh uttu. The 
bitterness generated in Calcutta has affected most of the districts in Kast 
Bengal. The situation in Dacca and in the area round about is extremely 
>*rious. The situation in Tipperu. in Mymensingh, in Noukhali is no 
tetter. It seems to me that the situation has passed beyond politieal 
difference und out of the hands of political leaders. It is goondaism pure 
and simple. Maximum force should be used to put down goondaism irres- 
pective of the community to which they may belong, (loondas, even if 
they act in the name of religion and community, Mong to no community. 
They are enemies of all communities. 

Sir, I have no intention to rejieat the arguments which were advanced 
during the debate on the motion of no-confidence, nor do I desire to raise 
controversies on the last day of the session, but I still maintain that for 
some reason or other even now effective force is not being used against the 
goon das in spite of repeated assurance by the Hon’ble Chief Minister, 
fbe custodians of law and order are still on the defensive. They do not 
move until there is an incident. Luckily, the disturbance is now almost 
localised, for instance, Burrubuzar-Colootola-Zakariu Street area, Raja* 
baxar, Park Circus, Kalabagan. (Mr. Muhammad Hahimjm.ah Citauohury : 
Bowbaxar.) Yes, I do not mind; I do not want to make a distinction. If 
there is disturbance in other areas, mention them. 

I should have thought the police would vigorously comb out the 
goondas of these and other notorious places. We have heard that the 
bustees are full of new faces. Suspicious looking people are moving from 
bvstee to buMtee, after curfew signals are given by invisible persons by 
whistling. Various pamphlets, printed and typed, are being distributed. 
One feels there is some organisation going on underground for concerted 
hooliganism. I hope the llon’ble Chief Minister would direct the Criminal 
Intelligence Department to enquire into thi« matter. 

I have carefully read the statement which the HonTde Chief Minister 
issued on the 26tn September. I appreciate the spirit in which it has 
been made. I also join in that appeal. But the only way to restore imme- 
diate confidence is for the police to act promptly and impartially. What 
very often happen* is this. Information is sent to Lalbaxar. It takes at 
least half an hour for the* police patrol to reach the spot where the incident, 
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takes place and by that time the culprits disappear through the lanes. 
The patrol goes back to Lalbazar and reports that there is no mob there. 
Or the patrol arrests those who gather there to protect the victim of the 
attack or any unwary passersby that may happen to be there. We read 

in the papers that the police made a lathi charge or used tear gas. It is 

amazing — this faith in tear gas and lathi charge in dealing with a mob of 
this character. By this time it should have been clear to the meanest 
intelligence that we have passed beyond the use of tear gas and latfui 
charge. The unusual tenderness of the police — a body not famous for 
softness — for the goondas is a wonderful phenomenon of the riot. From 
the beginning we have been pressing the Government for drastic action, 
but to no effect. In the locality in which I live every night I find thikka 
y lumen moving about after the eurf'ew hours and there is no police any- 
where to stop them. In spite of section 144 one can see crowas loitering 

in the streets or watching from hafikhaiui or bin shops. If these crowds 

are suddenly rounded up and searched I have no doubt in my mind many 
will be found to be carrying daggers. 

The punishments given by Magistrates have been ridiculous. Twenty 
rupees fine for carrying a dagger in the streets of Calcutta is, in my opi- 
nion, quite inadequate punishment in the present circumstances. I am 
not requesting the Honlde Chief Minister to interfere with the course of 
Justice, but I do say that the punishment in all such (‘uses should be 
deterrent. 

Whenever we have pressed for sufficient police force or the use of dras- 
tic force the reply has been — if the Hindus and Muslims choose to fight, 
the Government has not sufficient force to put down the riot which is in 
the nature of' a civil w'ur. This shows utter lack of appreciation of the 
situation. It assumes wrongly that each and every member of the tw T o 
communities is taking part in the tight or desires this fight. 1 deny this 
calumny. Ninety per cent, of the Hindus and Muslims of this province 
want to live in peace. It is only the hooligans who kill, loot, create panic, 
bring the life of Calcutta into standstill and spread anarchy in Bengal. 
It is sheer and abject defeatism to say that the Government has not strength 
to deal with this element. The responsibility for suppressing hooliganism 
lies with the State. The common mail looks to the State to protect him. 
If the Government fail to protect him while going about his peaceful 
avocation, then the Government has failed for all practical purposes iu 
spite of the easy passage of the Budget and defeat of the no-confidence 
motion. 

I would like to say one or two words al>oui posting of officials. I make 
no charge and make no insinuation, but it has to be admitted that if all 
the Government officers of a district from the District Magistrate to the 
Thaua Officer belong to one community the other community do not feel 
secure, I would request the Hou'ble Chief Minister to give an assurance that 
the posting of officers should be so arranged and balanced that all com- 
munities can feel confident that they would get fair and impartial treat- 
ment from Government officers. 

I would also like to say a word about the Press. The Press has a 
serious responsibility. Immoderate language, exaggeration, publication of 
false news — bad enough at any time — are criminal in the present atmos- 
phere. But gagging the presri or blacking out of all news is no rrtnedy. 
In the absence of all news due to censorship the people will give credence 
to the wildest rumours. In our opinion the ordinary laws of the land are 
sufficient. My complaint is that tne Government has taken no step in this 
matter, but I would seriously warn them against blacking out of all news. 

One other serious danger to which I would like to refer is the possibi- 
lity of stoppage of all public conveyance including the railways. The 
poor bus driver, tramway conductor, taxi driver, railway officers going to 
and from the stations have no protection. There are definite areas where 
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attacks are taking place. The Chief Minister has mentioned this in his 
last appeal. There should be proper arrangement for their protection or 
1 am afraid there will he a general stoppage of public conveyance in the 
nearest future. 

The worst feature oi these riots — more than looting — more than 
murder even more than killing of children has been tbe forcible abduction 
t)f a large number of women. This is a matter on which I do not wish to 
dwell. It is even painful and humiliating to mention. But, Sir, 1 regret 
to say that not a single of those unfortunate women has yet been traced. 
One can forget much and forgive much but this is a wroug which cannot 
be forgotten. This will rankle. 

We, too, who are now going to our districts have a duty to perform. It 
is a pity that because of the communal electorate, we who represent the 
general constituencies have no responsibility at least constitutional res- 
ponsibility, to the Muslims, and my Muslim friends in this Mouse are also 
in the same position — so far as the Hindus are concerned. Whatever may 
that be, I suggest that the Hiudu and Muslim members of each district 
should jointly tour the district to >top this fratricidal war. I would 
request the Government to give all facilities to these members. 1 would 
also like the Hon'ble Chief Minister to state what precautionary measures 
the Government proposes to take to prevent untoward events during the 
Pujas. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, i can assure the Chief Minister that we 
on this side of the Mouse are prepared to give full co-operation for bring- 
ing communal harmony and for crushing hooliganism. But the initia- 
tive and invitation must come from the Government and they must be 
real aud sincere. We who are in the Opposition can only offer suggestion 
and advice. It is they who can implement them. Theirs is the ultimate 
duty and ultimate responsibility . 

Mr. D. CLADDING: May 1 have a few minutes, Sir P The leader 
ol the Opposition has taken the opportunity of reviewing the situation and 
making a most valuable appeal tor concentrutou on restoring peace. I 
wish to associate myself with his request for strong action by the police. 
There should be ruthless and indiscriminate rounding up of the goondas 
that still seem to be at large. I also associate myself with what he has said 
about the Press. I think that, among the other thingB, a personal appeal 
should be made to the editors of newspapers to pull their weight in the 
common endeavour to restore peace, and to avoid provocative language. 1 
am glad that Mr. Roy lias made, on this last day of our session, these 
points aud this appeal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, 1 an; labouring under 
this disadvantage that 1 have not had the privilege of seeing the state- 
ment of the Hon'ble the Leader of the Opposition liefore it was delivered 
in this House. It is therefore quite possible, Sir, that I may not be able 
to refer to all the points that he has raised with that clarity or detail with 
which I should have liked to have commented upon these points and given 
the views of Government upon them. I had been taking notes while be 
was speaking. I will refer to such of them as I have been able to note in 
my note-book. 

The Hon’ble the Leader of the Opposition has referred to the situation 
in East Bengal and in various parts of tbe country. Sir, Government are 
fully aware of the situation ana all the District Officers and Subdi visional 
Officers are alive to the situation. Not one of them has been granted leave 
during tbe Pujas and everyone o| them is required tc stay at his post. The 
Police equally are all up and doing and I hope that untoward incident will 
not happen. But undoubtedly there is no u*e denying this fact that the 
responsibility for keeping the^ situation quiet and peaceful does not rest 
solely on Government, but also rests on the representatives of the people. 
.84 
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Government will do its bout and strain its utmost energies to keep the 
peace and to put down disorder, but the main thing is that disorder should 
not rear its head at all. It is very little use after disorder has Bhown it€ 
head to try and put it down. That certainly Government will do, but il 
will be a far, far better thing if we were to take steps which would prevent 
any disorder from arising. I should refer to this, Sir, again towards the 
end of what 1 shall have to say. I do not agree with the statement of the 
Hon’ble the Leader of the Opposition that this situation has passed out oi 
the hands of the political leaders and now has been taken up by the goonda* 
of both the communities. 1 do not think so. Sir. I think that if we conti- 
nue to show real endeavour to try and bring about peace and not utter 
provocative language, everybody will realise that we are sincere in oui 
efforts to keep the peace and that we must give up all talks of revenge ami 
want of forgiveness and so on. J shall refer to this again in anothei 
connection. 

1 am glad, Sir, that the Leader of the Opposition lias appreciated the 
spirit of the statement which 1 made calling for peace on the 2(ith Septem- 
ber. i ussure the House that that was issued by me in an agony of spirit. 

I cannot understand this insensate stubbing of innocent people. It is no 
advantage to anybody, it is not going to bring either Pakistan or Hindus- 
tan nearer. This is not a political fight that is being waged. Some 
people think that by killing a Muslim they have achieved or come nearer 
Ilindusthun or that a Muslim thinks that if he kills a Hindu, he has done 
something to further Pakistan. 1 do not believe that that is so. It is 
not possirde that murder of these unfortunate people who are going about 
in order to earn a preeurious livelihood in this dangerous city — their murder 
will have such enormous political repurcussions. Jt is, therefore, Sir, 1^ 
appeal to all to ceuse this brutality. 

I do hope that the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition as well as other 
Hindu leaders will also bring about similar appeals to their Hindu com- 
patriots aud we shall undertake, Sir, to have them translated and circulated 
throughout Calcutta aud throughout Bengal along with my appeal so that 
everybody should know that all of us stand together and all of us want this 
warfare to cease. 

Sir, reference has been made to the manner in which the Police are 
takiug steps to keep down the disturbances. The old system of Control 
Boom has been changed for the establishment of a certain number of 
"bases” which are called “firm bases” consisting of armed jndice and 
unarmed police and also a large number of pickets scattered in dangerous 
places and also a number of mobile parties on motor cars as well as on foot. 
This is being done, but it is obviously impossible to cope with the stabbing 
inside the lane or somewhere in the midst ot the crowd where no one can 
see who has done the mischief. 1 shull be only too happy if the statement 
uiude by the leader ol the Opposition leads to even more drastic action on 
the part of the police. I assure you, Sir, that from our side instruction* 
have gone forth over and above that there shall be no tenderness as against 
miscreants but every one should realise that it is not often that miscreants 
can he arrested on the spot and steps are taken by the police in almost every 
case which is reported to them. It is made after the incident, but this much 
is certain that no incident is allowed to pass unnoticed and the police imme- 
diately proceed to that spot and take whatever steps they can to round up 
those persons who are likely to have done the mischief. I also agree with 
the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition regarding postings of officers of both 
the communities as much as possible. That is a policy which I adopted 
as soon as we assumed office, namely, that there should be a proper level 
of officers in every area. That has been done; I cannot say that that him 
been done, but that is being done and postings are made keeping this in 
view. It is difficult to make general postings or general transfers of ell 
officers bat as occasion arises this policy is kept in view and postings ars 
made accordingly. 
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The Leader of the Opposition has referred to a number of new faces 
having been seen. Well, Sir, I have heard this rejwrt as well from both 
sides and there are very serious reports to the effect that a number of 
persons have been imported from outside. I shall not say by which party. 
T fear that it is largely due to panic on either side that old faces begin 
to appear like new faces but certainly the Intelligence Officers of the 
Government are out and they will no doubt rejwrt any influx of new faces. 
As the Leader of the Opjawition has brought this before us I shall certainly 
pass on this suggestion once more to the Commissioner of Police and to the 
Intelligence Department so that steps may he taken in that regard. 

Sir, the Leader of the Opposition has referred in very, strong terms to 
i stories of abduction of a large number of women. The terms are very 
^strong, too strong, in my opinion, for the occasion, because they tend to 
keep alive the spirit of revenge which I hope he would consider his duty 
to smother. We have been receiving reports from Past Bengal regarding 
various incidents which have taken place, and if the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion will read the comments upon those reports, read subsequent notices 
regarding those reports, subsequent Press reports issued by Government 
after pro|>er empiin, he will find that most of those reports are either false 
or exaggerated. They are largeh due to panic; the\ are largely due to 
the kino of panic that overtook Calcutta even during those days when the 
police continued to receive reports regarding assaults or alleged assaults 
or intended assaults, sent police parties and found not that there had been 
any assaults but that there was not the likelihood even of any assault and 
that report had been sent out in the hope that the police would come to 
a particular area. I am, therefore, unable to agree with the Leader of 
the Opposition that there had been a large number of cases of abduction 
of women. Nobody, Sir, in this House or outside who has the slightest 
sense of responsibility will ever encourage or do anything but strongly 
condemn the abduction of women ot any community. That is a matter 
which brings down human beings to the level of beasts and I have no doubt 
that all of us here on both sides of the House will take whatever steps we 
possibly can to sec that if this evil exists it is smothered and stopped and 
the evil-doers are brought to examplnrv and deterrent justice. I hope that 
when the representatives of this House will go hack to their various areas, 
they will appeal to the members of their respective communities to sec 
that this at least does not take place. 

Along with this I w-ould like to refer also to the Puja celebrations. I 
think it will be a calamity of the first order if there is an interference with 
tbs celebration of this religious observance of the Hindu* I do earnestly 
request the Muslim community to curb iN enthusiasm- if it has any inten- 
tion of creating disturbance — I am sure it has not— but 1 would like to go 
further. Let us be quite frank across the table since the honourable the 
Leader of the Opposition has been farnk with us. Unfortunately during 
these pujas incidents do take place which provoke either one community 
>r the other. Incidents do take place when Hindu music-bearers insist on 
banding their instruments a little too loud when they approach the mosque. 
Incidents have also taken place — I hope there is no truth in it — that some 
urchins have demolished some mux jinx — fortunately not so atrocious in 
form — which have not yet been revived. Sir. let us stop these. To the 
Muslims I would say that even if the Hindus do go out to provoke in, what 
may be termed, a childish manner, please be not provoked and do not 
provoke them; keep yourselves in patience: your honour and you r safety 
is not endangered by these little things. The Muslim nation will still lie 
a great nation even though it is defied in some places by a mischievous 
spirit. I think we shall still be greater if we only know how to control 
ourselves and if we can make our mind to see that we shall not be provoked 
and nothing can provoke us. We are at the present moment sitting over a 
gunpowder, and as a matter offset wa were in Calcutta in the midst of a 
conflagration, but we cannot afford to iahe now the slightest risks. To the 
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Hindus I do beg and pray that they too will conduct their puja celebrations 
S such a manner that they should realise that side by side with them also 
Hve another people that cannot join them in the puja celebrations, and 
that they might also cany on their own celebrations in their own way 
without tempting the Muslims. I entirely endorse the appeal of the 
Leader of the Opposition that when the leaders from here go back, they 
should get together and eveiywhere go about in peace parties and in peace 
processions, and I am certain that in most places, if not in all, we shall 
succeed in (bringing about an atmosphere of harmony. Take the case of 
Calcutta where the peace work is still going; in spite of the incidents which 
are taking place here and there, Calcutta as a whole is quiet and refuses to be 
incited by these incidents of violence. I am sure that if we were to conti- 
nue in this manner, if we were to adopt the same process elsewhere outside, 
in Bengal, east and west, we shall be able to relieve the tension and make 
the people realise that it is necessary that we should live together in peace 
and in harmony. 

Now, Sir, before I finish, I would like to say something regarding news- 
papers. Who wishes to gag newspapers or to black out authentic news? 
But if the news is presented in a form which provokes one section of the 
people against another, I think it is the duty of Government to take steps 

to stop it (Cries of “Certainly” from the Government benches.) 1 do not 

call it gagging of the press: I do not call it blacking out: T say if the 
facts are to be presented, they should be presented in an authentic form : 1 
will take stock of the manner in winch reports have been presented, and 
what do I find? I find that the Hindu newspapers now go to the extent of 
stressing the fact that more Hindus have been killed than Muslims. Those, 
papers are read by the Hindus and what effect has it on the Hindu commu- 
nity P- — retaliation. In order to give a colouring to the statement they 
give the names of the persons who have been assaulted. T checked them 
against the police reports and I found that the Muslim names had been 
left out. There has been some consolation somewhere if the public can see 
that the assault of one place has been squared up. It stresses that one 
community is being assaulted and not the other, and the next day the 
reverse takes place. And the same with the Muslim newspapers. The 
Muslim newspapers are stressing over and over again that only Muslims 
are being assaulted and their papers are read by the Muslims and the same 
retaliation follows. All this has got to l>e stopped. I gave a chance to 
the newspapers to heal themselves. I called a Press conference day before 
yesterday, and I hope that they will revise their policy, that they would 
not mention whether it was a Hindu or a Muslim that was assaulted or the 
areas or the localities. Some say that it was the intention of Government 
to black-out news from East Bengal, — perfectly ridiculous! We have no 
intention of blacking out news but we refuse to allow the newspapers to 
represent eases in such a way that there is that spirit of retaliation which 
eventually arises. The news will be printed and the locality will be there — 
only the name of the subdivision in East Bengal or elsewhere but there will 
be no indication who is attacking whom. We have got to stop this, I 
firmly believe that if we bring about peace in Calcutta, the tension in East 
Bengal will cease; but so lonp as the tension continues in Calcutta and 
the stabbings go ou, the tension will continue in East Bengal and there- 
fore, for Calcutta itself I am going to be very particular. This has got to 
stop. I am afraid that my request to the newspapers which was coupled 
with a wurning has pone unheeded and I fear that Government have got 
to take steps. I consider it my very important duty to do so and I do hope 
that the members of the public will support me in it and I do hope also 
that the press will realise that I am doing this in the best interest of the 
people of the province. It is no advantage to Government to take steps 
like this. We are up against a very important section, via., the press, 
that may take a different view, but I consider this my sacred duty Mid this 
kind of presentation has got to stop. We shall watch the situation after 
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the orders are issued. It tl\e situation i» Misled, is eased, Governmani ’ 
will withdraw those orders at the earliest possible opportunity, but I 
cannot take auy further risks. 

Mr. BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Only news, what about editorials? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8.8UHRAWARDY: Government is (pong to 
take steps. I agree, the editorials that incite one section against the other 
will Ik* serouslv taken notice of and I hope that these remarks which have 
come from the Opposition are in support of Government. I warn you that 
we are going to take steps, we are going to prosecute, we will ask for secu- 
rities. we shall suspend newspapers. Thin incitement has got to ship and 
I ask and T demand your support in this liehalf. 

I am sorry that the situation is not such that you and 1 can sit together 
in the same Cabinet room, hut we can both of us |>erform our duties sepa- 
rately, even though we are not in tin* Cabinet, for the preservation of peace. 
I say that if Government has u responsibility, so have the representatives 
of the people in their individual capacity and as part ie» - those w ho supnort 
the Government and those who are against the Government - and all puolie 
institutions have this responsibility. 

I make an appeal lo the leader of the Opposition, an appeal which 
1 am certain he will respond to. Let us, Goth of us, nil <>t us, bend our 
energies -from now, henceforth, to the task of loingiug about peace. Let 
vour people and our people, all go out within Calcutta and throughout 
Bengal preaching this one message that we have got to live together and 
there must lie peace in Bengal. 

] hope that tomorrow the Lender of the Opposition and myself and cer- 
tain members from both sides of the House will go to Dacca to see the 
situation there and to see if we cannot start from there and bring peace 
amongst the warring sections. Let us pray that oui efforts there will he 
crowned with success and when we come hack from there. 1 hope that the 
Leader of the Opposition and myself shall get together and devise some 
means and some procedure by which this process of oui* can be continued 
until peace is restored in Bengal. 

Mr. PR0VA8 CHANDRA LAHIRI: Sii, may l point out one word 
in this connection? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, I cannot allow discussion. 

Mr. PR0VA8 CHANDRA LAHIRI: About the breaking of Durga 
images in some parts of Bengal I wish to speak something. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. 

Authentication of Schedule. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, in putsuame of sub-section 
(2) of section 80 of the Government of India Art ol 19’to. 1 beg to lay 
before the AssembL the schedule of authorised expenditure for 1840-47 
authenticated by the signature of His Excellency the Governor under sub- 
section (1) thereof. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Calcutta Disturbance! Commieeion of Enquiry Bill, 1848. 

The Honlrlt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, l be^ to move that the 
Calcutta Disturbances Commission of Enquiry Bill, 184b, as pawd by the 
Bengal Legislative Council Ik? taken into consideration. 

Sir, I am inclined to believe that all sides of the House welcome the 
fact that a Commission of Enquiry has been appointed. We have examined 
the law very carefully. The matter has been discussed in another House 
and I wish to tell this House that none othei than the Government of 
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Be&gai bail (lie competence to appoiut this Commission of Enquiry. We 
baw done our best and I am glad to find that it has been agreed that the 
personnel of the Commission is so far above criticism that everybody must 
have confidence in its findings. So far as the Government of Bengal itself 
is concerned, I have assured in another place and I wish to assure you 
here that we think that the procedure of taking evidence and what is done 
or what is not done are entirely in the hands of the Hon’ble Chief Justice 
of India. We are not at all interested in it and none of the papers and 
documents presented before that Commission will ever find its way to the 
Government of Bengal. That is a matter which is entirely confidential 
and will be secret so far as they are concerned. 

I hope thut thin House will take this Bill into consideration and pass 
it as soon as possible so that we can start on it. 

I wish to state here that in response to all sections of the House we have 
enlarged the territorial jurisdiction of the Commission by changing suburbs 
which is a technical term to “neighbourhood”. If the Commission so 
wishes, it cun allow persons living near about Calcutta to he able to place 
their grievances before the Commission. Also the resolution itself has 
been amended by specifically including therein the police-stations of 
Matiabrus, Tollygunge and the municipality of Howrah. It was not 
necessary to do so because it would have covered them, but we have done 
that specifically in the resolution so that there may he no doubt about it 
at all. I hope that this meets the wishes of all sections of the House. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: May I, Sir. through you, ask 
the Chief Minister whether it will include any portion of the Howrah 
district other than the municipality of Howrah? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : My view, Sir, is this that 
as we have put in “neighbourhood”, other portions of Howrah district will 
also come into the picture, but I think that should remain with the Chief 
Justice in so far as he considers that it is relevant to his enquiry. For 
instance, we would not like to go 25 miles out or 50 miles out of Calcutta 
where an incident might have taken pluce because it will have very little 
reference or relevancy to enquire regarding affairs in Calcutta and its 
neighbourhood. 1 ha\e no doubt. Sir, that incidents taking place round 
about Calcutta or Howrah will be taken into consideration — incidents 
such us taking place in Bally, Belur, etc. 

Mr. 8U8IL KUMAR BANERJEE: Will it include Bally also? Bally 
is not within Howrah municipality. 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I think it would be, but I 

would leave it to the Chief Justice of India rather than try to give a 
definition on the floor of the House. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Bally is on the other side of the 
river Ganges. 1 am afraid that the expression “neighbourhood of 
Calcutta” may not include any portion of Bally and Uttarpara. It will 
be better if there is a resolution covering Bally, Uttarpara and other places 
in the expression “neighbourhood of Calcutta”. 

Tbi Hon’blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Since it is in the neighbour- 
hood of Calcutta I think it will be included. I would rather not go to the 
extent of making an amendment, because the Bill has to go through this 
House and it has got to lie published as soon as possible. I hope the 
House will rely on the sense of justice and proportion and fairness of the 
Commission itself in accepting what is the relevant subject-matter of 
enquiry. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I appeal to the Chief Minister 
«o to amend the Bill by a resolution as to coyer Bally. Uttarpara. 
Baranagor and other places. It would be better if this is done, so that 
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► areas can be distinctly covered. Sir, 1 am a lawyer and I am afraid 
that unless this is done the Chief Justice of India may interpret the §x* 
pression “neighbourhood of Calcutta'' in a different way altogether. So, 
i think, Sir, it would he much hotter to have a resolution so as to make 
clear Government's intention that these areas will be covered by the 
expression “neighbourhood of Calcutta". 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I shall take that into con- 
sideration. I hope the Leader of the Opposition will inuke suggestions hi 
me, and I am certain that if he will meet me 1 will do what is possible. 

Mr. GANEKDRA CHANDRA BH ATTACH ARJEE: mfn HWtf vtlffl, 4* 

*r»t# ntltt Wi vest cv, Dacca* disturbance 4* fos* ew *n t Chief Minister 
*CtPr* vfv Dacca disturliancc wi enquiry n I Dacca* 

disturbance^ far-m nrct & fwwtrw c*. nfan *ttn wcti eft 
complaint ?t*t c* a section of goondas and a section of Police ilfftrs fCf 
fClCf l 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This lbll retell to the disturbances in the town of 
Calcutta and the neighbourhood ot Calcutta, 

Mr. CANENDRA CHANDRA BHATTACHARJEE: I know that, 
but I would ap|>cai to the Chief Minister to appoint another Knquiry 
Commission for Dacca oi , il possible, tn extend tin* jut tsdiction of t lie 
present Commission so as to no hole Dacca also. 

Mr. MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: There is alieady a Dacca Hints Knquiry 
* Committee. Besides, .Sir, the Lender of the Opposition stated the other 
day that it w’as no use huving any Riots Knquiry Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr J sruil. it in licit her lien* nor I in'll'. 

The Hon’bl. Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, <hi, i, a matter regard- 
ing Dacca. 1 do not think that il is relevant to the subject-matter of dis- 
cussion hy this Commission. But since the matter has been mooted I shall 

certainly consider whethei it will be necessary to do so or not. 1 am not 

prepared at the present moment to give any opinion on the subject. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, coming neuter home 
the area of the Baranugor Municipality adjoining Calcutta has also been 
the scent* of certain incident* a* an integral part of the Calcutta dis- 
turbances, and also Dum Du in. These are within the Burrackpore sub- 
division of the 24-Pargunas district. I do not see, Sir, why Dum Dum 
municipu! area and Barauagoi municipal urea adjoining Calcutta which 
:i»re as good as integral parts rd the larger area of Calcutta should not bo 
included. Will the Chief Minister be pleased to assure that steps will bo 

taken to bring those arcus within the purview' of the Commission, because 

those areas being imjiortant labour ureas are likely to be inflammable if 
the communal virus spreads there!'' it is with very great difficulty and 
a stroke of good luck that those labour areas have been kept free vary 
largely from any large wale incidents. 

The Hon’ bit Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. 1 have already stated that 

if the Leader of the Opposition makes suggestions to me I shall certainly 
try to meet them. There is one thing I would like to say. Baranagor is 

J ust on. the border of Calcutta. If that is not neighbourhood 1 should 
ike to know what neighbourhood is. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Since you have mentioned 
Howrah which is a separate district, there is a danger of Bally, Bam- 
nanor, etc,, adjoining to ..Calcutta not being included by the Commission 
unless specifically mentioned. 
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Then, Sir, I have got a few observations to make with regard to tl 
announcement of the Commission. 1 have nothing to say against t 
personnel of the Commission or its staff. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question of personnel is not open to discussh 
before this House. The Bill does not mention the name of the Preside 
or the other members of the Commission. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : As the enabling Bill giv 
the Commission a status, this arises, Sir, incidentally 

Mr. SPEAKER: I don’t think so. You can speak on the clauses 
the Bill but not on the personnel. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Can 1 not speak about tl 
appointment of the personnel? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, while empowerii 
Government by this Bill to appoint a Commission and give it the status < 
a High Court in order to make the investigation it is essential to see tk 
in exercising these powers Government should take every possible step 
ensure that no one on the staff of the Commission should be a person subo 
dinate to the Bengal Government in any way. In order to ensure tl 
status of the Commission as a High Court and in order to ensure complei 
independence of the working of the Commission from Government it 
essential that all people including such persons appointed as Secretary 
who are not actually members of the Commission should be peop 
altogether independent of the Bengal Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : That does not arise out i 
consideration of the clauses. That may arise when 1 move that the Bi 
as settled in the Assembly be passed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar, you are making a suggestic 
to Government. 1 think tin* proper time for that will he when the thii 
reading is moved. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Very well, Sir. 

The motion of the Ilou'ble Mi. II. S. Kuhruwurdy that the Calcutt 
Disturbances Commission of Enquiry Bill, 11)4(1, bt* taken into consideratioi 
was then put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill wus then put an 
agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put an 
agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

The question that clause d stand part of the Bill was then put an 
agreed to. 

^ Preamble . 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was then put an 
agreed to, 

The Hon > M# Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, 1 beg to move that tl 
Calcutta Disturbances Commission of Enquiry Bill, 1946, as settled in tl 
Assembly, be pasted. 
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Mr* NIHARENDU DUTT.MAZUMDAR: I would now invite the 

attention of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to the suggestion which I made 
When the Bill was at the consideration stage, namely, that I should like 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to assure the House that he will take every 
possible step in connection with the setting up of the Commission of 
Enquiry — its personnel and its staff, and that those persons alone, who will 
be unquestionably independent of the Government of Bengal, should be 
appointed and competent to serve in connection with this Commission on 
its staff. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: 1 hud given that assurance 

time and again. The Secretary of the Commission is a member of the 
Indian Civil Service of the Bengal cadre. He was chosen by the Chief 
Justice himself in consultation with the Governor of Bengal when I was 
away at Bombay. Since then he has completely passed out of our control, 
and the Ministry has nothing to do with the papers and documents that 
are in his custody. I have given t lit* assurance time and again that we are 
not interested in those papers, we are not asking for those papers, and 
those papers will not be shown to us, except those which the Commission 
in the course of the discharge ol its duties may choose to do so. The 
Secretary is an officer of unimpeachable integrity, honest.v and capacity 
and 1 Lave not the least doubt that the work of the Commission will lm 
done satisfactorily undei his guidance with all the holiest > and sincerity 
as requited for the discharge of sueli an important duty 

Mr. BIMAL. CHANDRA 8INHA: The Una ble Chief Minister has 
given sympathetic consideration to our suggestions. There is a certain 
amount of misunderstanding, 1 may say misgivings, in the mind of a 
certain section of the public, namely, that certain papers in connection 
with the Enquiry Commission are now deposited in the Alipore Collec- 
torate. Will the Jion’hlc the Chief Minister be pleased to clear these 
misgivings by removing these papers and documents from the Alipore 
Collectorate to Belvedere ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY S If that is the case I have 
not heard any such thing. I am not taking the slightest interest in what 
the Commission is doing. I will certainly get my Chief Secretary to pass 
on the suggestion of the honourable member to the Secretary of the Enquiry 
Commission. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: 1 am glad that the Hon’ble 

the Chief Minister has given us the assurance. I have to remind him of 
one fact. This Commission is going to be saddled 

Mr. 8PEAKER : You had your chance before. If you dilate in this 
way it will not be possible to proceed with the business of the House. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I have an observation to 
make, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKERS Yes, you have made all your observations. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: 1 do not wish to make a 
speech. „J want to say something about the functions of the Commission. 
It is a very important point, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot allow such a dialogue between members. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT.MAZUMDAR: I wish to speak on the 
functions of the Commission. It is a very important point, Sir. In ft 
very critical situation the Commission is being set up. 
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Mf» SPEAKER: Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar, please finish it in one sentence, 
I cannot allow this. When the Bill was under discussion you had your 
chance to speak all your points. I cannot allow members to speak three 
times, four times on a subject. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: It is the privilege of every 
member of the House 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not a question of privilege, but the question pi 
procedure. Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar, you are an experienced parliamentarian 
and you ought to know that a member cannot speak more than once on a 
particular question. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I will make a very short 
speech. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a quest ion of short speech or long speech. 
It is a question of procedure whether a member is entitled to speak more 
than once. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I have not epoken. You 
will find, Sir, that under the rule a member is entitled to put questions 
relevant to the subject. 

Mr. SPEAKER: And you had your chance. You have spoken at least 
twice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I did not speak. I want 
to speak. In the course of an Hon 'Me Minister’s speech, a member is 
entitled to put questions relevant on the subject. That is provided in the 
rule. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are making a speech. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I am sorry. Sir, I am having 
had to argue with you on this point, and that is taking more time than 
my say would have taken. T wish to impress upon the Government that 
it is not enough that this Commission should do justice in relation to the 
points that are going to be placed before it, but it is also necessary that the 
people should be made to feel that justice is being done, and for that pur- 
pose that the public may be made to feel that justice has been done the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister w411 be pleased to remove any misgivings or 
grievances that may arise in their mind, and will take every possible step 
not to give the slightest cause of complaint on the part of the public 
because as a result of this Enquiry Commission it is essential that old 
sores must be healed. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: On a point of order. Sir. The Hon’ble Chief 
Minister has already given his reply to the discussions on the Bill. Is it 
pertinent for a member to make a speech when the Chief Minister is not 
in a position to reply? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Dutt-Mazumdar, please resume your seat. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that the Calcutta 
Disturbances Commission of Enquiry Bill, 1946, as settled in the Assembly 
be passed, was then put and agreed to. 

Tf* Murshidabad Bill, 1MB. 

Tba Manilla Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOiAIN: Sir, I beg 
to move that the Murshidabad Bill, 1946, as passed by the Council be taken 
into consideration. 

Sir, this is a very small Bill. Hitherto the practice in Murshidabad 
family baa been that the Nawab Bahadur’s eldest son inherits all bis 
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property alter his demise* Now, it has been found necessary that tome 
provision should be made for his younger children and with that object 
in view this Bill is introduced. It is necessary that the prestige of afl 
the children of the Nawab Bahadur should be maintained. This Bifi 
passed through both the Houses of the legislature during the last session, 
nut owing to the fact that a slight change was made by the Council it wai 
returned to the Assembly for its consent. In the meantime, Sir, section 93 

t itervened and that is why the Bill could not pass through this House. 

he only change made in the Bill was that in place of “sons and daughters** 
it should be “legitimate sons and daughters . I think it is a very wel- 
come change which the House will certaiuly accept, and pass the Bill* 
There is no amendment, which indicates that the House has every sym- 
pathy with the provisions of the Bill. 

With these words I commend the Bill to the acceptance of the House. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muarsamuddin Hosain that the 
Murshidabad Bill, 194(i, as passed by the Council be taken into considera- 
tion, was then put and agreed to. 

Clause 1 . 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2 . 

The question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

The question that clause ‘I stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 4. 

The question that clause 4 stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 6. 

The question that clause 5 stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 6. 

The question that clause 6 stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

Preamble . 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

The Hon’We Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, I beg 
to move that the Murshidabad Bill, 1940, as settled in the Assembly 
be passed. 

4 Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, in rising to speak on the 

&ird reading of this Bill I have nothing more to soy than 
{laughter). 

' The motion of the Hon f ble Mr. Saiyed Muaztamuddin Hosain that 

^ Murshidabad Bill, 1946, as settled in the Assembly be passed, was 
put and agreed to. 

Prorogation. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I have it in command from His Excellency the 
^»vernor that the Bengal* Legislative Assembly do now stand prorogued. 
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